UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

JUL 22 2009

THE ADMINISTRATOR

MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT:

I':PA Indian Policy

TO:

All LPA Employees

In 1984, the U.S. l:nvironmcntal Protection Agency became the first federal agency to
adopt a formal Indian Policy. Today, 25 years later, I am proud to formally reaffirm that policy.
By my action. FPA reiterates its recognition that the United States has a unique legal relationship
with tribal governments based on the Constitution, treaties, statutes. l-xecutive Orders, and court
decisions. I-:PA recognizes the right of tribes as sovereign governments to self-determination and
acknowledges the federal government's trust responsibility to tribes. LPA works with tribes on a
govcmmcnr-to-govcrnrncnt basis to protect the land, air, and water in Indian country.
EPA's tribal program has evolved since the Indian Policy was first adopted. Many
significant milestones and successes in the EPA-tribal environmental partnership during these years
can be directly traced to the I';PA Indian Poliey and the EPA-staffcommitment to the EPA Indian
Policy.
Today. LPA faces unique challenges that both the President and I believe require a full
commitment to our nation's environmental and energy future: leading the world in reversing our
collective greenhouse gas emissions' growth. decreasing our dependency on foreign oil, creating
millions of new jobs in emerging clean-energy technologies. and reducing the pollution that can
endanger our children. A clean energy environment is to this decade and the next what the Space
Race was to the 1950s and I 960s, and, as America moves forward. tribes are essential partners in
this future.
It is an important day in our partnership with tribes as EPA builds on past successes and
strives to meet current and future environmental challenges in Indian country. Please join me in
continuing to build a strong partnership with tribal governments to protect human health and the
environment in Indian country.
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