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September 30, 2013

Second Modification to EPA’s Final Determination for the South Terminal
Project — Additional Dredging and Blasting for Rock Removal

SECOND MODIFICATION SUMMARY: After completing consultation with other federal
and state agencies, as required by federal and state law, and after reviewing additional
submissions by the Commonwealth, EPA has determined that the Commonwealth's
request for a Second Modification to EPA’s Final Determination for the South Terminal
Project, issued on November 19, 2012 (“the Final Determination” or “FD”), is both
protective of human health and the environment, meets the substantive requirements
of applicable or relevant and appropriate federal environmental standards and, through
the Commonwealth’s determination, meets applicable or relevant and appropriate state
environmental standards, as long as the conditions set forth in this Second Modification
are met. Through this Second Modification to the Final Determination, EPA is modifying
the South Terminal Project portion of the State Enhanced Remedy (“State Enhanced
Remedy” or “SER”), which is incorporated into the 1998 Record of Decision for the
Upper and Lower Harbor at the New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site (“1998 ROD"”) so
that it includes additional drédging (which expands the deep draft berthing area an
additional 200 feet north, widens the approach channel 50 feet to the west, and’
changes the configuration of the confined aquatic disposal cell 3 (“CAD cell 3”)); blasting -
as the rock removal method; modifications to the performance standards for the winter
flounder mitigation area and to the offsite disposal of PCB-contaminated material
during certain upland remediation; and clarifies truck traffic patterns for construction
and long-term use of the marine terminal facility as well as the shellfish mitigation plan.
This Second Modification also incorporates the First Modification which clarified an
ambiguity in the Final Determination with regard to the environmental monitor.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, through the Department of Environmental
Protection {"MassDEP"), and the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (“MassCEC”)} for

the South Terminal Project, will continue to be the lead for conducting the SER work and

is responsible for securing all funding for the SER work. EPA and other federal, stateand |
local entities will continue to act as supporting regulatory.agencies for the SER work.

Portuguese and Spanish translations of this document are available at the New Bedford
Public Library.

The Administrative Record in support of this Second Modification to the Final Determination for the South
Terminal Project will be available at the New Bedford Public Library, 613 Pleasant Street, 2"floor Reference
Department, New Bedford, MA (508) 961-3067 and the EPA New England Records Center, 5 Post Office
Square, 1st floor, Boston, MA (617) 918-1440 as well as online at www.epa.gov/nbh. The Administrative
Records for EPA’s Final Determination for the South Terminal Project and for the New Bedford Harbor
Superfund Site are incorporated by reference into this Administrative Record and may be viewed at the
same locations.
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I introduction - : ' -

The Second Modification At A Glance...

This is the Second Modific:gtion to the Final Determination for the South Terminal
Project for the New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy that EPA issued on
November 19, 2012. The Final Determination included the South Terminal Project as
part of the State Enhanced Remedy that was approved and.integrated into the 1998
ROD, issued on September 25, 1998. This document, and its supporting Appendices and
Administrative Record, provides the rationale for EPA's determination that additional

' dredging, the use of blasting for rock removal and a change to the performancev
standards for the winter flounder mitigation area and certain upland remediation,
slightly increases the scope and detail of the South Terminal Project as épproved in
EPA’s Final Determination for the South Termina!l Project, but does not fundamentaily
change the ap;proved SER and it is consistent with the regul5tions at 40CF.R. &
300.515(f){I(ii) (State enhancement of remedy) and with the'Com‘prehensive
Environmental Response Compensation, and L|ab|I|ty Act of 1980 (“CERCLA"), 42 U.S.C.
§§ 9601 et. seq :

With this document, EPA determines that the South Terminal Project described in the
Final Determination, as modified by the work described in this Second Modification,
which consists of expanding the deep draft berthing area 200 feet to the north,
expanding the width of the approach channel 50 feet to the west, reconflgurlng CAD cell
3 to change from 8.54 acres with a depth of -45 feet MLLW to 8.29 acres with a depth of
-60 feet MLLW, the use of blasting for rock removal, and with modification to the
performance stand'ards for the winder flounder mitigation area and certain upland
‘remediation areas, is both protective of human health and the environment and meets
the substantive requirements of applicable or relevant and appropriate federal
environmental standards. EPA also accepts the Commonwealth's determination that
the Project, as modified, meets the applicable or relevant and appropriate state
environmental standards. The Project, as modified, does not conflict with and is not
inconsistent with the New Bedford Harbor Superfund remed?ation, and EPA reaffirms

.
3

1_Whi|e EPA does not believe that an Explanation of Significant Differences (“ESD”) under CERCLA is
required here, this Second Modification to the Final Determination meets the requirements for an ESD as -
_ EPA has complied with CERCLA §117‘(c) and the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution
Contingency Plan, 40 CFR Part 300 (“NCP”) §§300.435{c)(2)(i} and 300.825(a}(2). In addition, as with an
. ESD, ‘this Second Modification to the Final Determination describes to the public the nature of the
changes, summarizes the information thatled to makmg the changes, and affirms that the revised action
complies with the NCP and the statutory requirements of CERCLA.
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that the 1998 ROD, including the State Enhanced Remedy, remains protective of human
health and the envnronment EPA makes this determination after carefully reviewing the
extensive submissions prowded by the Commonwealth and after completlng its
consultation requirements with other federal and state agencies. This Second
‘Modification to the Final Determination is subject to the conditions set out below in
Section Il. of this document and those contained in thé Final Determination.
Accordingly, the South Terminal Project, as modified, will continue to benefit from the
CERCLA Section 121{e) permut excluswn :

As explained below, by letters dated May 15, 2013 and July 11, 2013, EPA approved the
changes in the performance standards related to implementation of the winter flounder
habitat area and changes to the configuration of CAD cell 3, respectively. This Second
Modification to the Final Determination incorporates those changes. The first

- Modification, issued by’EPA on February 4, 2013, corrected an inconsistency between
" Section II. 2 of Appendix C (Water Quality Performance Standards) and Section 20.0 H.2
of Appendix E (Final Determination of Compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899) with regard to employment of
an environmental monitor for the Project. The first Modification is incorporated into .
the Administrative Record for this Second Modification. _ ~

For more information about CERCLA and NCP provisions regarding the SER and its
incorporation into the 1998 ROD, see discussion beginning at page 4 of EPA’s Flnal
Determination for the South Terminal Project.

A. Community Impacts

Because disposa'i of the dredged sediment will not change, only minimal impacts to the
community are anticipated from the additional dredging work. Increased vessel traffic
will likely occur as a result of having to dredge and dispose of up to 154,900 additional -
cubic yards of dredged sediment; truck traffic is not likely to increase since the size of
the terminal is unchanged However, as described in the Commonwealth’s
“Construction Management Plan, the community will experience some additional
impacts from the Commonwealth’s clarification about additionaltemporary and*
permanent entrances and exits on Potomska, Blackmer, Gifford and Cove Streets that-
will be created to facmtate construction of multlple areas of the facility and for future
use of the terminal.? All measures referenced in EPA’s Final Determination to reduce .
impacts to the community from the South Terminal work remain in place. (See page 13
of the Final Determination; also see the Comfnpnwealth’s Construction Management
Plan which provides a detailed discussion of, among other things, management of
traffic, noise, and dust.) Eliminating silt curtains around the winter flounder mitigation

? Subsequent to issuance of the Final Determination, the Commonwealth clarified, in its Constrt{;ction" )
Management Plan dated March 2013, access and traffic patterns for construction and long-term use of
‘the terminal. A copy of this document can be found at AR 547287. .

.. - "
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area located south of the hurricane barrier will increase safe passage of vessels in the )
federal navigational channel by removing a potential hazard from drifting-or loosened
curtains. Similarly, allowing PCB-contaminated,soil with concentrations less than (“<”
50 ppm rather than 25 ppm will reduce the volume of soil/sediment to be removed
during upland remediation of the main terminal facility parcels and- potentlally allora
portion of the adjacent Radio Tower property provided that all conditions contalned in
the First Modification to November 19,-2012 TSCA § 761 61(c) Determination for New
‘Bedford South Terminal Marine Facility (“Modified TSCA Determination”) (Appendix D)
are met and the work is conducted in accordance with the Massachusetts hazardous
waste cleanup program (M.G.L. c. 21E).

\
.

Blasting impacts on the community appear to be minimal based on the information
provided by the Commonwealth. Blasting is expected to last for approximately two
months beginning in mid-September or October, with two or more blasts per day during
weekdays with each event lasting just a few seconds. After proper notices are issued,

. blasting will begin in.the morning and will not be conducted after 4 pm. ‘Residents and
busmesses within 1500 feet of the blast area will experience mild vibrations, lasting a
few secords. Pre-blast surveys will be conducted by the Commonwealth for residences,
businesses, and historic structures within this zone, and vibration monitors will also be ¢
in place in certain areas within this zone. The Commonwealth will coordinate with local
regulatory and emergency services, including the Coast Guard, and will provide 24 hour
advance notice as well as countdowns on the day of blasting. These notices and
countdowns will be broadcast over the port’s operation radio channel. Vessels will be

~ excluded from a 1500 foot safe perimeter zone established around the blasting area 15
minutes before blasting occurs. Blast signals will be posted outside the areaand
‘blasting alerts will sound. The Commonwealth has provided a draft Operationaf Blasting
Plan with specific details about the blasting evénts and measures to ensure the
community is provided with adequate notification and protection.3

- 5

B. Resource Impacts \’
The Project modifications.will impact waters of the U.S. and aquatic life; however, EPA '
has determined that the additional impacts that would result from the Project
modifications do not change EPA’s determination that the Project, subject to the ,
conditions in the Final Determination and in this Second Modification, complies with the
Clean Water Act (“CWA”) § 404(b)(1) guidelines, or that the South Terminal site
represents the LEDPA, since other alternatives are either not practicable or not less
enwronmentally damaging; nor do they change EPA’s conclusions regarding the -
Project’s compliance with the other elements of the gundellngs. See Section VII.B.1.

4

} The draf? Operational Blasting Plan, dated August, 2013, was provided to EPA by the Commonwealth as .
Attachment F of its August 28, 2013 submission and can be found at AR #547283. Note that the blasting -
specifications in'section 12.1 of the draft plan were updated by the Commonwealth and provided to EPA
on September 25, 2013 (see AR # 547293). A revised plan for EPA review and approval will be submjtted
after this Second Modification is issued. o '

N #
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(CWA) for further discussion. Similarly, EPA has concluded that the Project
modifications would not result in significant adverse effects on Essential Fish Habitat
(“EFH”) or resources protected by the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (“FWCA”). See
Section VII.B.4. and 5. (EFH/FWCA) below for further discussion.

The Atlantic sturgéon, an endangered species potentially present in the area, is not -
likely to be adversely affected by the modified Project provided that the specified
mitigative measures to minimize the potential for entrainment and turbidity, and to
minimize acoustical (sound and pre}»sure) impacts and maintain a zone of passage, are
employed.® See Section VII.B.3 (ESA) below for further discussion.

EPA has also concluded that the Project, as modified, will not affect the Palmer Island .
nght Station, a recently identified historic structure. See Section VII.B.7 (National
Historic Preservatlon Act “NHPA”) below for further dlscussmn

Eliminating silt curtains at the winter flounder mitigation area will have no significant
impact on aquatic resources or water quality provided the Commonwealth implements
and maintains the conditions set out in the Revised Water Quality Performance h
Standards, Appendix C to this document. Similarly, allowing PCB-contaminated
sediment and soils with concentrations <50 ppm to remain in upland soils/sediment at
the main terminal facility parcels and potentlally all or a portion of the Radio Tower
parcel will have little impact on resources as long as the conditions set out in the,
Modified TSCA Determmatlon are met and the cleanup is conducted in accordance with
M.G.L ¢ 21E : . .

- C. Public Comment o ‘ ,

No public comment is required by CERCLA and its implementing regulations (see 40 CFR
§300.435(c)(2)), and EPA has decided that a discretionary additional public comment
period was not needed wnth respéct to the Second Modification for.several reasons,
including:

(1) the Draft Determination along with its supportlng Administrative Record,
which was issued for public comment, included additional dredging and blasting as well
as an evaluation of certain potential impacts and associated mitigation measures>;

(2) substantive public comments on blasting were received only from the
Commonwealth and the National Marme Fisheries Servuces (“NMFS”), and on additional

- B A

N

* In EPA’s ESA consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of the Final Determination,

which included consideration of blasting and the expanded dredging, EPA concluded that these activities
were not likely to adversely affect the roseate tern, also an endangered species potentially present in the
area. ' ,

>The Final Determination did not evaluate impacts from biasting on the New Bedford/Fairhaven Hurricane
Barrier, the Palmer Island Light Station, or the Atlantic sturgeon or other aquatic speaes those impacts
are evaluated in this Second Modification.
e ————
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dredging frofn NMFS, and both entities were included in consultatibn prior to EPA’s
issuance of this Second Modification;

(3) although additional dredging was ultimately not mcluded in the Final
Determination, to avoid segmentation concerns, EPA’s evaluatlon in the Final
Deterrr/nnatlon considered the impacts of the Project both with and without the
additional dredging and concluded that additional impacts: associated with additional
dredging, if properly m|t|gated would not alter EPA’s determination that the impacts
from the overaII Project would not cause or contnbute to significant degradation of
‘water of the U.S,; -

(4) similarly, although blasting was ultimately not included in the Final
Determination, EPA’s evaluation in the Draft Determination considered the impacts of
blasting on aquatic life (except Atlantic sturgeon), and mcIuded proposed special
- conditions in Appendix E; A

~ (5) With one exceptlon no new issues were raised beyond those reflected in
the Responsiveness Summary; and

'(6) the Draft Determination contained adequate information about the
fundamental components of these tasks and the newly submitted information does not
change EPA’s determinations made for the Project in its November 19, 2012 Final -
Determination.

~

) L
D. Public Record : . e

i

~ Since the issuance of the Final Determination, the Commonwealth has requested two
modifications to the South Terminal Project. The first Modification, issued by EPA on
February 4, 2013, corrected an inconsistency in the Final Determination between

~ Section I1.2 of Appendix C (Water Quality Performance Standards) and Section 20.0 H.2
of Appendix E_(Final Determination of Compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899) with regard to employment of
an environmental monitor for the Project. That Modification was posted on EPA’s New
Bedford Harbor website at www.epa.gov/nbh and is incorporated into the
Administrative Record for this Second Medification.

Documents submitted in support of the Commonwealth’s request for this Second
Medification as well as all documents EPA relied on are included in the Administrative
Record for this Second Modification and can be found at www.epa.gov/nbh and at the
EPA Records Center and the New Bedford Public Library. The Administrative Record for -
EPA’s Final Determination for the South Terminal Project and the Administrative

Records for the New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site are incorporated by réference into
the Administrative Record for the Second Modlflcatlon to EPA’s Final Determination for °
the South Termlnal Project. -

®Inits May 20, 2013 letter, the Commonwealth reduested approval to be able to use blasting as a method
of first resort rather than last resort (after first employing non-blasting techniques), as had been its

original proposal in June, 2012. . )
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E. Sdmmary of Second Modification - , ;

e Expands the width of the approach channel to the terminal from 175 feet to 225
feet, an expansion of 50 feet on the western edge of the channel;

e’ Expands the deep draft berthing area from 600 feet to 800 feet;, an expansion of
200 feet to the north;

* Deepens CAD cell 3 from -45 MLLW to -60 MLLW and reduces the footprint from

‘ 8.54 acres to approximately 8.29 acres;

* Incorporates the use of blasting in three subtidal areas for rock removal;

» Eliminates silt curtains around the winter flounder mitigation area as long as

~ certain condition concerning filling restrictions and monitoring are met; and

e Changes requirement for offsite disposal of material containing PCB-
-concentrations greater than (“>”) 25 ppm to greater than or equal to (“>”) 50
ppm in the upland area of the main terminal facility and potentlally allora
portion of the Radio Tower parcel.

¢ Clarifies traffic routes during construction and long-term use of the terminal.

e Clarifies shellfish mitigation program.

The expanded dredging work will result in approximately 6 acres of additional dredging,
generating approximately 154,900 additional cubic yards of dredged sediment. Of that
amount, 17,900 cubic yards will be contaminated with PCB concentrations within a
range of 1 to less than (“<”) 50 ppm and will be disposed in CAD cells 2 and 3;” a portion
of the remaining 137,000 cubic yards of clean material will be used to construct the
terminal with the remainder disposed of offshore under existing permits. Blasting will
remove approximately 23,200 cubic yards of subtidal rock which will be reduced to a
smaller size and used to construct the main terminal facility.

The dredging volume table originally attached as Table 1 to the Final Determination has °
been revised and is attached as Table 1 to this document. Maps depicting the 200 foot
deep draft dredge area and the 50 foot width expansion are attached as Figures 1 and 2
to this document. A map of the three subtidal blasting areas is attached as Figure 3.

Il. EPA Approval and Conditions

A. Approval and Conditions for Second Modification

Subject to the conditions and understandings set out herein, after review and
consideration of all the information submitted by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
and after completing consultations with all federal and state agencies, EPA has
determined that the South Terminal Project, as modified by this Second Modification,
which consists of additional dredglng (expanding the deep draft berthing area an -

7 This amount mcludes approximately 6,900 cubic yards of contaminated sediment that was prewously
approved in the Final Determination for CAD cell 3 (See Appendix D).
m.
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-additional 200 feet north, widening the approach. channel 50 feet to the west, and
‘changing the configuration of CAD cell 3); includes blasting as the rock removal method;

and modifies the performance standards for the winter flounder mitigation area and the
PCB cleanup standard from < 25 ppm to <50 ppm for certain upland remediation areas,
remains both protective and meets the substantive requirements of the applicable and
relevant and appropriate federal environmental-law that would normally apply as part
of a permitting process. In addition, EPA accepts the Commonwealth's détermination
that the Project, as modified by the Second Modification, meets the applicable and
relevant and appropriate state environmental standards. The Project, as'modified, does
not conflict with and is not inconsistent with the remedy. EPA reaffirms that the 1998
ROD, including the State Enhanced Remedy, as modified, remains protective of human
health and the environment. : '

As a result, EPA is approving inclusion of the Project, as modified by the Second
Modification, into the State Enhanced Remedy at the New Bedford Harbor Superfund
Site which is subject to the permit exclusion found in Section 121(e) of CERCLA provuded
that the Commonwealth meets the following conditions:

1. Maintain compliance with all applicable or relevant and approprlate
requirements (”ARARS”) and performance standards in the Final Determination
and in this Second Modification, in¢luding the Revised Water Quality
Performance Standards (Appendix C), and the conditions in the TSCA
Determinations in the FD (Attachments J1 and J2) as well as the Modified TSCA
Determination attached to this document \a't Appendix D.

2. To protect the Hurricane Barrier during blasting activities, the Commonwealth
must comply with all conditions contained in the letters from the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers (“USACE”) to EPA dated March 1, 2013 (clarified by USACE’s
March 8, 2013 email) and September 5, 2013, all of which are attached to this
document at Appendix A.

3. All conditions set out in Section VII.B.1. (Clean Water Act) below.
4. To protect the Atlantic sturgeon and other aquatic species, the conditions for

dredglng contained on page 2 of the Aprll 18, 2013 consultation letter from EPA
to NMFS® (Appendix B). '

¥ For ease of understanding, throughout this Second Determination, federal ARARs are also sometimes
referred.to as “applicable or relevant and appropriate federal environmental standards” and state ARARs
are also sometimes referred to as “applicable or reIevant and appropriate state environmental
standards.”

® The conditions for blasting in the Apr11 18 2013 letter were superseded by those set out in Section

VILB.1(CWA) of this document.
#
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5. 'The Revised Water Quahty Performance Standards (See Appendlx C Sectlon
LS. b). 5
6. To protect the Palmer Island Light Station, a historic structure, the
-Commonwealth will take real-time measurements of the actual vibrations at the
Light Station that are generated during blasting to confirm modeling results. If
actual vibrations exceed modeling results and/or impacts to this structure are
detected, the Commonwealth must provide immediate notification to EPA. The
" parties will engage in consultation, as-appropriate, in accordance with the
- Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regulations at 36 CFR Part 800.

7. Submission for EPA review and approval of any V\(orkpla'ns required by the Final
Determination that requi"re revision as a result of this Second Modification and
any workplans required by this Second Mod|f1cat|on |nclud|ng those required by
the Modified TSCA Determination.

.

AN

All deliverables required for EPA review and approval shall be submitted to Elaine o
Stanley with copy to Cynthia Catri as d|rected in Section 20 of Appendix E of the Final
Determination. -

. ll. Background and Descriptibn of ‘qukf

For a description of the State Enhanced Remedy (SER) process and the inclusion of
navigational dredging and disposal as an enhancement in the 1998 ROD, see the 1998
ROD and the Final Determlnatlon

Below is specific background information relative to the Commonwealth’s request to
modify the Final Determination to incorporate additional dredging work and to add
blasting as'a method for rock removal for construction of the terminal bulkhead.-
Information concerning the Commonwealth’s request to modify the performance .
standards for the winter flounder mitigation area and for certain upland remediation
areas is also provided in this section

A. Additional Dredging - Background. 7

Expressing its desire to accommodate future vessels répresentative of both the offshore
renewable energy industry (international and installation vessels) and anticipated future
cargo vessels, in June, 2012, the Commonweéalth requested EPA approval of an
additional 200 feet of deep draft dredging to the north and/or 100 feet to the south of
the deep draft dredge area.as well as further expansion of the W|dth of the approach
channel to grow from 175 feet to 225 feet by dredging an additional 25 feet éast and
west of the 175 foot channel. In its submission, however, the Commonwealth stated it
had not obtained sufficient funding for this work. K

m
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Supporting submissions in October and November 2012 reiterated the Commonwealth’s
request for additional dredging in order to allow the Commonwealth flexibility to
accommodate larger ships for offshore renewable energy industry and cargo if, in the
future, financing became available for,some or all the work. The November submiission
provided a list of longer vessels that would likely.usé the terminal in the future, ranging

“from the design vessel length of 469 feet to 730 feet, with drafts ranging from 7.6 t0 9.5
meters, all deeper than the design vessel used to calculate the request forthe 175 foot
wide channel authorized in the Final Determmatron 10 Cntlng safety concerns, the
Commonwealth referenced federal mllltary criteria for determining recommended
margins for berthing and maneuvering in the channel.!* These criteria recommend a
safety allowance of 50 feet at each end of the largest ship to be accommodated at the
pier or wharf and a recommended calculation of 225 foot wide channel for the safe
passage of even the deepest draft of these vessels were they to use the terminal in the
future. A CAD cell expansion was also requested to accommodate the additional
dredged material that would be generated from the additional work.

* For reasons explamed in the Final Determlnatlon (Flnal Determlnatlon pp. 9-11; see also
Appendix Q, pp. 22-26), EPA did not believe the request for the additional dredging
work was adequately justified at that time, but indicated that the Commonwealth could

. renew its request at a later.date with more information. The Final Determination
authorized 600 feet of deep draft dredging at--30 to -32 MLLW and a channel width of~
175 feet. An 8.52 acre CAD cell 3 at'— 45 MLLW, which included capacity for potential
dredging in the féderal channel if it was necessary, was also authorized. Although EPA’s
Final Determmatlon did not'include the additional dredging work as part of its
evaluation, it required the Commonwealth to. perform additional mitigation work to o
avoid impacts in the future should the Commonwealth re- request the work and EPA
agree to that req uest : '

More recently, on March 7, 2013, the Commonwealth requested a slightly modified
version of its prior requests. It sought to expand the deep draft dredging area an
additional 200 feet to the north of the currently approved 600 foot area (at-30to-32 -
MLLW) and to widen the channel an additional 50 feet to the west.*? Subsequently, on
March 20, 2013, and as clarified on May 14 and 15, 2013 and July 10, 2013, the

!

0n page. 36 of the June 18, 2012 submission (FD AR#517907) the Commonwealth stated that the
design vessel for the terminal, the BBC Mississippi is 143 meters {469.16 feet).
™ see the Commonwealth’s November 8, 2012 submission {FD AR #70005476)} citing the Unified Facilities
Criteria document Design of Piers and Wharves {UFC-4-152-01) promulgated by the U.S, Defense
Department, 28;July 2005. EPA notes this document was updated on September 1, 2012; however,
section UFC-4-152-01 was not affected. See also Id. referencing Table V- 5-10 of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Coastal Engineering Manual (EM-1110-2-1100(sic] (Part V), dated August 1, 2008, federal
recommended criteria for cwn work projects and military design projects performed by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.
2 On February 25-26, 2013, the Commonwealth’s initial renewal request for EPA’s approval included
additional deep draft dredging 200 feet to the north and 100 feet to the south as well as expansion of the
width of the channel by 50 feet by dredg‘ing 25 feet on each side of the authorized channel.
TN ——
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Commonwealth requested a reconfiguration of CAD cell 3, changing from 8.54 acres
with a depth of -45 feet, as authorized in the FD, to 8.29 acres with a depth of -60 feet.”®

This requested work differed from prior requests in that it did not include deep draft
dredging 100 feet south of the approved 600 foot area and it shifted the 50 foot
widening of the channel all to the west, or landward side of the authorized channel,

- rather than 25 feet on each side. Both of these changes substantially reduce

environmental impacts as explained below in Section VII.B.1 (CWA).

The Commonwealth provided documentation and explanation, based on additional
research since the issuance of the Final Determination, which revealed with more
certainty that the design vessel is not representative of the vessels likely to use the
terminal for this Project. Citing relevant information provided in its November

~ submission, the design vessel on which the Commonwealth based its original channel

. and berthing estimates has a shallower draft than many vessels of similar length that
support offshore renewable energy and transport cargo that it believes will use the port
in the future. These other vessels have a deeper draft which requires a wider channel -
for vessel transit and navigational safety.'* As explained in its March 2013 submission, .
a wider channel at deep depths allows vessels to safely pass with a buffer on either side
to accommodate drift caused by currents, wind forces, or navigational error or
navigational drift and to avoid running aground when such forces could drive them off
of the center of the channel. Similarly, a longer deep draft berthmg area would be
necessary to safely accommodate such vesse[s

Of importance in this request, for the first't'ime, funding for this work was assured by

~ the Commonwealth as well as a commitment to accomplish this work at the same time
as the rest of the project.® These assurances address EPA’s concerns expressed in the
Final Determination about the speculative nature of the original proposal.

In its documentation, the Commonwealth also explaiﬁed that the configuration change

. to CAD cell 3 would reduce the footprint impacts associated with construction of the
CAD cell, would reduce the quantity of contaminated sediment that would need to be
disposed within CAD cell 2, and would maximize the use of space within the DMMP area

> On March 20, 2013 Commonwealth noted that its December 5, 2012 design drawing increased the
" dredge depth of the cell from -45 MLLW to -60 MLLW based on its determination that the area (and
environmental impact) of CAD cell 3 could be reduced if the depth of the CAD cell were increased. In_ -
addition to a reduction of the areal lmpact added capacity resulted from self-compression of sediments
W|th1n the CAD which was not included in prior calculations.

™ Using the USACE recommended standard ratio of channel width to vessel beam of 2 75, the newer
vessels fall below the recommended standard, ranging from 2.3 to 2.6. Adding 50 feet to the channel
width raises these ratios above the recommended standard ratio of 2.75, providing the needed margin of
safety for maneuvering within the Harbor. '

* In addition to its commitment to fund this work, the Commonwealth also committed to complete
mitigation for the eliminated expansion work described in footnote 12 even though that work will not be

performed. .
“—
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where CAD cells are built, thereby increasing the future flex1b|I|ty of the navngatrona! , ‘ |
CAD cell program.! |

To accommodate the Commonwealth’s schedule for construction of CAD cell 3 which
was already underway consistent with the Final Determmatron and because EPA
determined the CAD cell redesign would not create any additional impacts compared to
those evaluated in the Final Determination, by letter dated July 11, 2013,EPA approved
the changes in the configuration of CAD cell 3, subject to all the’ condltlons set out in the
Final Determlnatlon related to the dredgmg and filling of CAD ceEI 3.

‘ After evaluating the COmm'onwea]th’s submissions and completing consultation with

federal and state agen\cies,17 EPA is approving inclusion of the additional dredging work = > -
" as part of the South Terminal Project provided that all ARARs and conditions contained
in the Final Determination and this Second Modification are met and maintained.

.
B. Description of Dredging Work .

The Commonwealth’s new request includes a shift in the location of the expanded
channel dredging to minimize aquatic impacts, and a slightly smaller expansion at the
berth area. Dredging operations will be the same as described in the Final
Determination. (See discussion in the Final Determination beginning on page 29.)

The additional dredging at the deep draft berthing area would extend north by 200 feet -
the area authorized in the Final Determination, beginning at the southeastern edge of
the existing Shuster bulkhead and ending at the northeast corner of the Shuster
bulkhead, resulting in a total of 800 feet of deep draft area along the South Terminal
facility. Depths will change from the existing -20 MLLW to a depth of -32 MLLW.
Approximately 2,500 cubic yards of contaminated sediment and 8,000 cubic yards of
clean sediment will be generated by this expansion. Contaminated sediment will be
disposed in CAD cell 3; clean dredged material will be used as fill during construction of
the terminal. See map at Figure 1. '

The additional 50 foot width channel expansion will occur‘on the western, or landward,
side of the 175 foot channel authorized in the Final Determmation This area west of
the channel is already at a depth of -20 to -30 MLLW and will only need slightly more
dredging to bring it to -32 MLLW, generating approxnmately 8,500 cubic yards of
contaminated material and 7,000 cubic yards of clean material. Disposal of the
contaminated and clean dredged material will be the same as disposal of the deep draft
dredged material. See map at Figure 2.

—

% see letter dated March 20, 2013 and clarifications dated May 14 and 15, 2013, and July 10, 2013.
i} Ysee EPA’s letter to NMFS dated April 18, 2013 and NMFS’s response dated May 6, 2013, (ESA
consultation); EPA’s letter to NMFS dated July 25, 2013 (EFH and FWCA consultations) and EPA’s ©

September 6, 2013 letter and September 13, 2013 email to NMFS {ESA, EFH and FWCA consultation).
M
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Reconfiguring CAD cell 3 involves dredging an additional 15 feet deeper than envisioned-
in the Final Determination changing the depth from -45 MLLW to -60 MLLW. Because
the reconfiguration also involves changing the footprint from 8.54 acres to 8.29 acres, it
will result in a decrease in the amount of contaminated material generated from the
area of the top of CAD cell 3 that will be disposed in CAD cell 2 (from 8,000 to 6,900
cubic yards). Approximately 122,000 cubic yards of clean material will be disposed of
offshore under existing permits with MassDEP and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for
offshore disposal of cIean sediment at the Rhode Island Sound and/or Cape Cod Bay
Disposal sites. - :

C. Blasting - Background

The June 2012 submission also included a request for potential blasting as a rock
removal method in three areas. The Commonwealth presented some information
about blasting impacts and mitigation measures that would be taken in the event
blasting was approved by EPA. Information about conventional rock removal
techniques was also included in this submission. Subsequently, the Commonwealth
submitted a report dated November 15, 2012 presenting the results from a JASCO
Applied Sciences acoustic model which describes peak pressure and impulse impact
thresholds for explosive charges up to 50 pounds. However, given its late submission,
EPA did not have adequate time to review the results and also was not provided with
the underlying information to complete its review.

"EPA did not approve the use of blasting in the Final Determination (Final Determination,
pp. 9-11; see also Appendix Q, pp. 22-26) because EPA did not believe the request for
blasting was adequately justified at that time, but, similar to the additional dredging
request, indicated that the Commonwealth could renew its request at a later date with
more information. The Final Determination and EPA’s October 2012 biological .
assessment for the Atlantic sturgeon also noted that reinitiation of consultation with
state and federal agencies would be necessary to evaluate impacts of blasting on
Atlantic sturgeon and other aquaticspecies as well as impacts on the hurricane barrier.
Instead, EPA approved pile driving and conventional, non-blasting technrques for rock
removal, using standard construction equipment and noted certain mitigating activities
that must be followed during these activities. (See page 9 of Final Determination).

On May 20, 2013, the Commonwealth requested approval to conduct blasting in three
_ areas for rock removal as a method of first resort rather than last resort (after _
employing conventional non-blasting techniques) as originally proposed in June 2012,
and that blasting activities be allowed to occur from September 15 through November
15, 2013.*® (See Figure 3 for map of blastlng areas.) Subsequently, on August 28, 2013,
the Commonwealth requested an expansion of the blasting program based on new

A

** The Commonwealth initially requested inclusion of blasting in a letter dated March 20, 2013 but revised
and expanded its request in the May 20, 2013 letter,
m
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information generated during pre-construction investigations. Additional sub-tidal
borings reveal that there is approximately three times the initially estimated amount of
rock (from 7,000 to 23,200 cubic yards) that must be removed prior to construction of
the terminal bulkhead and channel dredging. Although the areas of blasting have not
changed, these borings show the subtidal rock profile in area 1 consists of an irregular
surface of hills and valleys with a bedrockslayer thickness ranging from an average of six
feet to 15 feet, rather than an east to west sloping profile with a bedrock layer ranging
from 3 to 5 feet. As a result, the Commonwealth has concluded that it neéds to-increase
the explosive charge weight from 50 Ibs per delay to 150 Ibs per delay to remove the
rock. .

EPA received letters from USACE (dated March 1, 2013 and September 5,2013) stating
that, based on certain conditions, it has no objections to the Commonwealth'’s use of
blasting as a method of rock removal during construction of the terminal based on its
review of design and construction documents, an engineering assessment and other
information provided by the Commonwealth.” Additional information was submitted
to EPA including a seismic analysis of potential impacts to the Hurricane Barrier, more
information on the actual construction of the project, in\cluding rock removal, from its
recently hired construction contractor, additional technical memoranda related to the
November 2012 JASCO Applied Sciences acoustic model, and an updated JASCO report
dated September 13, 2013 that evaluates the acoustical impacts associated with a 150
Ib charge weight compared to the 50 |b charge welght that JASCO had originally
evaluated®®.

EPA reinitiated ESA consultation with NMFS on the potential impacts of blasting on the
Atlantic sturgeon. EPA reviewed, among other things, the JASCO reports with regard to
potential pressure and impu'lse impacts on Atlantic sturgeon and determined that, due
in Iarge part to the limited presence of the sturgeon in the area and the mitigative
measures that EPA will require, the Project is unlikely to adversely affect the species.”
EPA also reinitiated consultation on the potential of the blasting to impact other marine
resources of concern to NMFS and concluded that the revised blasting program will not

¥ see March 1, 2013 and September 5, 2013 letters from Charles P. Samaris, USACE to Dave Lederer, EPA
and Elaine Stanley, EPA, respectively. On a separate but related issiie, on March 8, 2013, USACE clarified
its position in the March 1 letter concerning maximum dredge depth, ultimately confirming that it had .no
objections with the dredge elevation of -32 MLLW since it would not affect the slope stablllty of the
hurrlcane barrier system.

% several revised versions of the JASCO report were provided to EPA: September 4, 2013 (version 4.0);
September 10, 2013 {version 5. 0); and September 13, 2013 (versmn 6.0). '
 see letters from EPA to NMFS dated April 18, 2013 (for the initial proposal to blast 7,000 cy of rock with
a maximum charge weight of 50 Ibs per delay); September 6, 2013 (for the revised proposal of 23,200 cy
of rock and a maximum charge weight of 150 Ibs per delay); and email dated September 13, 2013 (final
revnewvof JASCO report). See also.NMFS responses dated May 6,-2013 and September 16, 2013.
e ]}
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result in any 5|gn|f|cant impacts to Essentlal Fish Habitat or resources protected under
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

EPA also reinitiated consultation pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act once
it was determined that a historic lighthouse, the Palmer Island Light Station (the Light
Station), would be included in the 1,500 foot radius of potential vibrations from blasting.
In support of its request, the Commonwealth outlined measures it would employ to
ensure the integrity of the Light Station and provided modeling that showed potential
vibrations caused by blasting were well below allowable limits for historic structures
adjacent to blasting areas. The City of New Bedford, which owns and maintains the
Light Station, provided EPA with a letter concludlng that it was satisfied that the .
Commonwealth is taking appropriate efforts to protect the Light Station. As a result,
EPA has determined that the Project as described in the Final Determination and this
Second Modification will not affect the Palmer Island Light Station.® See Section VII.B.7

' (NHPA) below for further discussion.

After evéluating the Commonwealth’s submissions and completing consultation with
federal and state agencies, EPA has determined, as explained below in Section VII.B.1
(CWA), that blasting with the overburden in place would create less impact than blasting
as a last resort after the overburden is removed, and is approving the inclusion of
blasting in the three areas depicted on Figure 3 as a rock removal method as part of the
South Terminal Project provided that all ARARs and conditions identified and 'contained
in the Final Determination and this Second Modification are met and maintained. .

~

D. Description of Blasting Work

The intersection of shallow rock and the overburden is located very close to the bottom
of the dredge footprint primarily along the immediate eastern face of the bulkhead in
the deep draft dredge area. Three areas may requ:re blasting, one in the vicinity of the
berthing area and the other two in the approach channel (See Figure 3). Before blasting
occurs, all contaminated sediment will be removed, leaving a clean overburden layer
above the bedrock. This overburden layer will remain in place during blasting to provide
a positive dampening effect on the acoustical impacts of blasting. A drill rig will then
drill through the rock to an-appropriate depth and blast charges of varying amounts up
to 150 pounds per delay, depending on the thickness of the rock, will be placed into the
holes. A technique call “stemming” will be used which consists of placing crushed rock
into the top of the hole to further dampen the shock wave reaching the water column
that will assist in reducing fish mortality. A two hour Notice to Blast will be given at the

2 5ee letters from EPA to NMFS dated July 25, 2013 (for the initial proposal to blast 7,000 cy of rock with

a maximum charge weight of 50 Ibs per delay); September 6, 2013 (for the revised proposal of 23,200 cy
of rock and a maximum charge weight of 150 Ibs per delay) and email dated September 13, 2013 (final
review of JASCO report).

3 See letter dated September 16, 2013 from James Owens, EPA to Brona Simon, Massachusetts Historical
Commission and the Commission’s concurrence dated September 20, 2013.
m'
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appropriate time but no later than noon on any day, leading to a 15 minute countdown
which allows time for a series of public'safety and aquatic life protection measures to be
implemented. Once these procedures are in place, the blast will be detonated,'then an
“All Clear” signal will issue. EPA can, at any time, require the Commonwealth to stop
blasting if necessary to prevent an unacceptable level of fish mortality.

Listed in Section VII.B.1 (CWA) of this document are certain conditions EPA re.quigres that .

the Commonwealth follow during implementation of blasting to protect aquatic life. In
addition'to removing contaminated sediment and leaving overburden material in place:
(Condition 3), these include an allowance for blasting at the area closest to the bulkhead
construction area between September 15 and January 15 with the remaining two 'areas_

" after November 15 unless certain conditions are met (Conditions 2 and 7); the use of silt '
curtains, bubble curtains, and other mitigation measures (Conditions 4 and 5); pre-and

post-blasting fish monitoring and reporting requirements (Conditions 6 and 7);
prescriptive limits on weight of explosives and minimum'delay between detonations
(Condition 8); and the use of certain blasting equipment to reduce aquatic impacts
(Conditions 9 = 12) and to protect the hurricane barrier (Condition 13). The
Commonwealth will ensure that a dedicated marine observer, approved by Mass
Division of Marine Fisheries (“MassDMF”) and NMFS is present during blasting activities
to ensure that fish exclusion measures are implemented and maintained throughout
each blasting event.
Other measures to be implemented by the Commonwealth to protect the community

" include public informational meetings to describe the blasting events, specific mailings
and pre-blast surveys to those businesses and residences within 1,500 feet of the
b\Iasting area, vibration monitors on certain structures as well as measures to ensure.
vessel traffic is alerted and protected during blasting events. See additional discussion
in Section I.A (Community I(mpacts)./ : ’
In addition, the Commonwealth will take/ real-time measurements of the actual
vibrations at the Light Station that are generated during blasting to confirm modeling
results. In the unlikely event that actual vibrations exceed modeling results and/or
impacts are detected, the Commonwealth must provide immediate notification to EPA.
The Agency will then immediately engage in consultation with appropriate parties to
discuss and implement measures to av0|d minimize or mitigate potential lmpacts to the

Light Station. :

‘Finally, no later than 30 days before blasting begins, the Commonwealth must submit a
final blasting plan to EPA for approval that contains measures to prevent communlty
and aquatic impacts (Condltlon 1)

\

 See footnote 3. The Commonwealth provided a. draft Operational Blasting Plan which |nc|udes among

other things, public notice requirements and fish monitoring measures.
e e o
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IV. Modification to Water Quality Performance Standards for Winter
Flounder Mitigation Area

Within the Final Determination, EPA issued Water Quality Performance Standards (Final
Determination Appendix C) that included a requirement that at any depth and at all
times of the year, silt curtains be used during filling and capping activities associated
‘with compensatory mitigation, including the winter flounder mitigation area. ‘A copy of
Figure 1 of Final Determination which depicts the winter flounder mitigation area is
attached as Figure 4 to this document.

~

Section I1.5.b of the Water Quality Performance Standards requires the following:

“Compensatory Mitigation: At any depth and at all times of year, all areas where there
is filling and capping associated with compensatory mitigation (i.e. winter flounder
mitigation and intertidal and subtidal mitigation capping) will be completely encircled by
silt curtains and absorbent booms for the duration of the filling and capping activity.”

'EPA included the silt curtain requirement as a method to control turbidity levels to
maintain water quality for the protection of aquatic life during mitigation activities.

On April 19, 2013, the Commonwealth requested a waiver of the requirement that silt
© curtains encircle the winter flounder mitigation area based on public safety concerns
and offered an alternate plan to control turbidity during implementation of the '
mitigation work.

The Commonwealth’s request is based on a number of public safety concerns arising
from the use of silt curtains in the flounder mitigation area which is located below the
New Bedford/Fairhaven hurricane barrier and approximately 100 feet west of the
existing federal navigational channel. Specifically, the Commonwealth raised concerns
about the effect of ocean currents and wind forces on silt curtains deployed below the
hurricane barrier in deep water and the proximity of the federal channel presenting the
potential for navigational hazards from loosened curtains drifting into the channel or
shallow draft vessels transiting over the curtains.

Duri)ng implementation of the early stages of this South Terminal Project, the
Commonwealth, beginning January 15, 2013, installed and operated a Fish Deterrent
System (also required by the Water Quality Performance Standards) that included the

. deployment and maintenance of silt curtains inside the hurricane barrier. Although.
successful, the Commonwealth faced some challenges, such as tearing and loosening, i in
maintaining these curtains inside the Hurricane Barrier in the January to June time
period. Based on experience with monitoring of a maintenance dredging project in
another harbor where silt curtains were used in ocean water near a federal channel,
EPA acknowledges that the successful use of silt curtains in the marine environment is

m )
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very site specific based on exposure to predommant weather patterns, tlme of year and
possible lnteractlons with boating activities.”®

After reviewing the Commonwealth’s request, as well as the Fish Deterrent Weekly
Reports provided by the Commonwealth from January-15 through June 15, 2013 and the
alternate measures proposed in the letter dated April 19, 2013 from the Commonwealth
to EPA for reducing and monitoring turbidity at the winter flounder mitigation area, and
based on its own experience, EPA, by letter dated May 15, 2013, modified Section 11.5.b
of the Water Quality Performance Standards to waive the requirement for the use of silt
curtains at the winter flounder mitigation area when there is filling and capping
associated with compensatory mitigation as long as the conditions set out in that letter,
and incorporated herein through the Revised Water Quality Performance Standards
(Appendix C), are met. This modification does not alter the requirement that silt

" curtains be used during filling and capping associated with compensatory mitigation in

intertida! and subtidal mitigation areas, and the Commonwealth must contmue to meet

all other requirements of the Water Quality Performance Standards
1

o

V. Upland Remediation

In August and September 2013, the Commonwealth requested that the concentrations

- of PCB-contaminated material remaining onsite at the main terminal facility parcels, and

potentially at all or a portion of the Radio Tower parcel, be revised upward to <50 pﬁm
from the 25 ppm level authorized in the Final Determination and that confirmatory

-sampling be eliminated following the removal of all soil and sediment with PCB

concentrations greater than or equal to (“2 “) 50 ppm. %% These requests arose as a
result of sampling conducted during topsoil removal and characterization that revealed
more extensive PCB-contamination both vertically and horizontally than originally
anticipated.?’ In addition, areas of higher PCB-contamination were found in soils near

~ the northern-most parcei'of the main terminal facility (the vacant Shuster property).

Contamination may also be present on adjacent properties; however, investigations
have not yet been conducted on those parcels, including the Radio Tower parcel which
was identified in the Final Determination as an ancillary area for storage of equipment
once the Commonwealth obtains ownershlp

% 5ee Memorandum to Site File, dated May 15, 2013, by Ph|| Colarusso, EPA Coastal and Ocean Protection
Section (AR #547204)

% see letter dated August 30, 2013 from Bill White, MassCEC, to Elalne Stanley, EPA; and emails dated
September 16 from Mike Bingham (Apex) to.Kim Tisa, EPA, and September 25, 2013 from Chet Myers,
Apex, to Kim Tisa, EPA. On September 23, 2013, maps of PCB concentrations were hand- delivered to EPA.
Existing PCB concentrations and additional proposed soil borings are included as Attachment 4 to
Appendix D.

%7 The original hot spots are indicated on Attachment 8 of Appendix J(1) of the Final Determination.
#
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After reviewing the information submitted by the Commonwealth, EPA has determined
that onsite disposal of upland soils and sediment with identified PCB concentrations
<50 ppm in the area depicted in Attachment 5 of the November 19, 2012 TSCA.
Determination (see Attachment 6 of Appendix D to this document) will not pose an
unreasonable risk to human health or the environment provided the conditions in the
Modified TSCA Determination (Appendix D) are met. See Section VII.B.6 (TSCA) below
for further discussion. -

" Because EPA does not have sufficient information about potential PCB contamination on
the Radio Tower property, the Modified TSCA Determination does not include that
property. In the event that the Commonwealth acquires ownership of all or a'portion of
the Radio Tower property and provides information indicating that PCB concentrations
are present at > 1 ppm, a proposed cleanup plan in accordance with 40 CFR Part 761
shall be submitted to EPA for review and approval.

As to the main facility parcels covered by the Modified TSCA Determination (see
Attachment 6 of Appendix D), once it is determined to EPA’s satisfaction, through
additional sampling, that the previous PCB concentrations (see Attachment 4 to
Appendix D) are representative of site conditions, the identified > 50 ppm PCB-
contaminated materials will be excavated and transported offsite for disposal at an
appropriately licensed facility. The three-foot cap of Dense Graded Aggregate for the
main facility parcels still remains protective pursuant to federal TSCA regulations. The
area will also be fenced and future use restricted. In addition, given the high
concentrations detected along the northern boundary of the main facility parcels, the
Commonwealth shall submit'a work plan for preventing migration of potential PCB-
contaminated surface soils from the adjacent properties located along the.northern
property boundary of the site. Any maintenance requirements for the proposed work
shall be incorporated into the long-term monitoring plan (LTMP) for the site. Finally,
TSCA decontamination regulations will apply to all work conducted on these parcels.

\ - . .
All upland remediation activities will also be conducted in compliance with the M.G'.L..c.
~ 21E cleanup program as described in the Final Determination.

VI. Clarifications

A. Clarification of Shellfish Mitigation

EPA’s Final Determination reflected a request by NMFS, through consultation, that the

. Commonwealth consider inclusion of other species identified in the shellfish survey, in
particular oyster seed and establishment of an oyster reef in a suitable location. In the

“Final Mltlgatlon Plan included in the Final Determination, the Commonwealth mcluded
the potentual for this work.

. : N
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After conducting further research on'the issue, by letter to EPA dated June 27, 2013, the
Commonwealth requested a withdrawal of its proposal of oyster seeding and an oyster
reef from EPA’s consideration in connection with the shellfish mitigation plan. The
Commonwealth produced information that differing environmental conditions, such as
salinity and substrate, south of the hurricane barrier where the shellfish mitigation
seeding program would occur, in contrast to the conditions present where the shellfish
survey was conducted in Palmer’s Cove, make it unlikely that oyster seedlng/reef would
be successful.

)
EPA agrees with this conclusion. As a result, the shellfish mltlgatlon seeding efforts W|II
consist of 100% quahog seed

B. vCIarificatiorn on Community Imbacts — Truck Traffic

Through the development of workplans foliowing EPA’s Final Determination, the
Commonwealth clarified truck traffic patterns for construction and long-term use of the
marine terminal facility. Section 10.1 of the Commonwealth’s Construction
Management Plan for the Project confirms that primary access to the terminal for both
construction trucks and long-term commercial truck traffic remains through an entrance
on Potomska Street.”? However, the Plan clarifies that both temporary construction
entrances and permanent long- 'germ use entrances will appear on Potomska, Blackmer,
Gifford and Cove Streets to facilitate construction of various parts of the terminal and
for its long-term use. Access to Route 18 will remain primarily along Potomska Street,
although South Front Street, Blackmer, Cove or Glfford Streets may also be used to
access Route 18. - :

l
Consistent with Section H (Miscellaneous Special Conditions) of Appendix E of the Final
Determination, because Gifford Streétfprovidés the only vehicular access to the New
Bedford Harbor Hurricane Barrier, the Commonwealth must allow vehicular access
along Gifford Street to the New Bedford Harbor Hurricane Barrier at all times.

All other méasures described in the Final Determination to alleviate traffic impacts on
the community, including coordination with area residents and businesses for access
and parking, with emergency response vehicles for access, providing advance notice of

. construction activities, and displaying signs, signals, and hiring police details to direct
'traffic, remain unchanged. A full discussion of these and other measures can be found
in the Commonweatth s Construction Management Plan.

VII.CERCLA Statutory'Requirements

A. CERCLA § 121 Factors

2 The Construction Management Plan is included in the administrative record for this Secoﬁd
Modiﬁcation, AR #527287. o ,
. .
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The Project, as modified, does not conflict with and is not inconsistent with the New
Bedford Harbor Superfund remediation, and EPA reaffirms that the 1998 ROD, including
the State Enhanced Remedy, remains protective of human health and the environment.
The dredging work will sequester an additional 17,900 cubic yards®® of contaminated °
sediment that would not otherwise be addressed by the Superfund dredging since it is
below Superfund cleanup levels in the lower harbor. This work continues to enhance
the 1998 ROD by further reducing the availability of PCB contamination to aquatic life,
partlcularly those that bioaccumulate PCBs which has led to the Site’s risk from

. consumptlon of fish. Similarly, although the cleanup levels are slightly higher, the
upland remediation work continues to address contaminated soil and sediment through
TSCA and the state cleanup program that would not otherwise be addressed in the
foreseeable future if this Project did not occur. See page 41 of the Final Determination
for more detailed discussion about the protectiveness of the Project. As long as the
conditions contained in the Final Determination as modified by this Second Modification
are implemented and mamtamed the Project will not adversely affect human health or
the environment. )

Consistent with the Final Determination findings, the work described in this Second
Modification does not change or alter EPA’s determinations set out on page 42 of EPA’s
Final Determination that disposing of the additional dredged contaminated material in
CADs will permanently isolate this sediment from human and environmental receptors
- by containing it in perpetuity using a safe and protective technology, and that CADs,
although not using treatment of the PCB-contaminated sediment as a principal element,
4provnde protection against site risks posed by these sediments by removmg and
permanently isolating the sediment..

The Commonwealth has not prov1ded cost mformatlon for this Second Modlficatlon
work; however no Superfund money will be used to finance the work.

A detailed discussion of how the work described i in this Second Modification complies
with ARARs follows below ’

B. Significant Substantive keduirements

~ As stated in the Final Determination, because EPA has integrated the State Enhanced
Remedy into the 1998 ROD, this Project, and any modification to it, must comply with
§121(d) of CERCLA and §300.450 of the NCP which requires the work to meet the
substantive requirements of all ARARs. See page 43 of the Final Determlnatlon for a
general overview of ARARs.

¥ See footnote 7. y .
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EPA has re-evaluated the Project as modified by this Second Modification for
compliance with ARARs. While no additional federal ARARs were identified, additional
analysis and consultations were required pursuant to the ARARs identified in the Final
Determination. After completing this analysis and concluding all required consultation,
EPA has determined, as set out below, that the Project as modified by this Second
Modification complies with all ARARs provided all conditions contained in the Final
Determination, as modified by this Second Modification, are met and maintained.
The Commonwealth has concluded that the determinations related to the state ARARS
identified in Appendix D to the Final Determination do not need to be rewsed or
“supplemented to address the Project modifications, and that the potential’ |mpacts from
this work are already addressed through the state standards descrlbed |n Appendix D to
the F|naI Determination.*® '~

1

v

in addltlon there are public safety regulations that are not under the jurisdiction of EPA,
which govern the planned activities including Department of Transportation, Coast
Guard, and Homeland Security régulations as well as Occupational Safety and Health
Administration rules. This Project shall comply with those regulations and shall also
comply with Massachusetts Explosive Regulations at 527 CMR 13. (Specific citations to’
the relevant regulations can be found in the draft Operational Blasting Plan (see
footnote 3). The Commonwealth shall ensure its contractors secure all necessary
federal, state and local permits required by these regulations. - '

1. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.5.C. §1344)
A - . .
" As discussed in the Final Determination, aquatic impacts associated with the discharge
. of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S., including secondary impacts °
associated with the filling such as dredging and rock removal, are evaluated for
compliance with the Clean Water Act § 404(b)(1) guidelines. The additional impécts
that would result from the proposed-Project modifications do not change EPA’s
.determination that the Project, subject to the conditions in the FD and in this Second
Modification, complies with the appllcable guidelines. The expanded dredging and \
blasting do not change EPA’s determlnat[on that the South Terminal site represents the
LEDPA, since other alternatives are either not practicable or not less environmentally
damaging, nor do they change EPA’s conclusions regarding the Project’s compllance
with the other elements of the gundelmes as discussed below.

1. Expanded Dredging a;ld CAD Cell Configuration

\

Expdnded Dredging. The expanded dredging will result in a greater areal impact to the
soft bottom benthos, but this is considered temporary as the substrate will not change,

.
3 See email dated June 27, 2013 from Bill White, CEC to Carl Dierker, EPA, transmlttmg email dated May
31,2013 from-Phil Weinberg, MassDEP. See also letters dated August 28, 2013 and September 10, 2013
from Bill White, Mass CEC, to Elaine Stanley, EPA.

_——_#~
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just the depth. Recovery of the disturbed areas by benthic creatures will start
immediately after the construction stops, and the benthic infaunal community will likely
be fully recovered within a 3-5 year time period. The expanded dredging will not impact
any additional winter flounder spawning habitat, as the areas in question are already
deeper than the preferred depth range for that activity. Water quality impacts will be
monitored to ensure that state water quality standards are not violated, but some level
of degradation in the immediate vicinity of the dredge will occur. The expanded
dredging will increase the duration of the dredging, but significant water quality impacts
are not anticipated from the additional dredging. .
The Commonwealth has addressed EPA’s concerns about.the speculative nature of the
expanded dredging by providing additional information about potential vessel use and
committing to fund the expansion. It has avoided and minimized impacts by 1) Ioéating
the 50 foot expansion of the channel entirely on the western side of the channel, -
thereby avoiding further dredging of winter flounder habitat that exists to the east of
the existing channel and 2) limiting the deep draft berthing area expansion to only 200
feet to the north, and eI:mmatmg its original request to also expand an additional 100
feet to the south

Even though EPA did not approve the expanded dredging in the FD, EPA did consider the
impacts that may result from the expansion, in order to avoid any concerns about
segmentation in the event that the expansion was approved in the future. See
Appendices E and Q to the FD. EPA concluded in the FD that the additional impacts
related;to the expanded dredging would not alter EPA’s deterrﬁination.that, with proper
mitigation, the project would not cause or contribute to significant degradation of
waters of the U.S. Nothing in the Commonwealth’s submittals in conjunction with its
recent modlflcatlon request has changed EPA’s conclusion. In fact the Commonwealth
has reduced the impacts from the expanded dredging compared to those that EPA
considered in the FD. In addition, the expanded dredging will not meaningfully increase
impacts on water quality and associated effects from elevated turbidity on fish and
benthic species, because it will be subject to the same water quality performance
standards as the previously approved dredging. Those standards are set forth in
Appendix C of the FD.?! Finally, the FD required the Commonwealth to provide
sufficient mitigation to address impacts from both the approved and potential expanded
dredging, to avoid adverse impacts that could resuit from creating some habitat initially
and then doing additional work at the same areas at a future date. See Section 7 of
Appendix E of the FD for further discussion of the mitigation. No additional mitigation is
necessary to address the impacts of the expanded dredging beyond that already
required by the FD.

3! The Water Quallty Performance Standards have been revised only to eliminate the need for 511t curtains
during creation of the winter flounder mitigation area. The revised standards are attached to this document

as Appendix C. .
'm
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CAD Cell Configuration. The'chan‘ge in design of CAD cell 3 will not create any additional
impacts compared to what EPA approved in the FD, and in fact would reduce the
footprint impacts associated with construction of the CAD cell and the quantity of
contaminated sediment that would need to be disposed within CAD cell 2. Therefore,
EPA believes the approval of this design change does not impact its determination that
the Project is consistent with the requirements of section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
No additional mitigation is necessary as a result of these changes.

2. Blasting

EPA evaluated the potential environmental impacts associated with blasting.baséd on
" -the November 15, 2012 (Version 3.0) acoustic modeling report, and its revisions dated
September 4, 2013 (Version 4.0), September 10, 2013 (Version 5.0) and September 13,
. 2013 (Version 6.0), prepared by JASCO Applied Sciences (Matthews and Zykov, 2013).
This report describes the modeling analysis used to estimate the distance to peak
pressure and.impulse impact thresholds for explosive charges up to 50 pounds (Version
3.0) and 150 pounds {Versions 4.0 and higher).
\W.hen‘ assessing the potential irﬁpact of blasting to fisheries resources, we considered
the following factors: - ’

a. Species that may be present in the project area and their
relative abundance:

° Sampling completed in the Acushnet River 'by the Massachusetts Department of Marine
Fisheries {“MassDMF”) showed the normal diversity of fish species found in a typical
southern New England estuary. The Acushnet s also known to support small

. anadromous/catadromous fish runs of American eel, blueback herring and rainbow
smelt. Blasting is anticipated to occur between September 15 and January 15. Outward
migrating anadromous fish may be present in the Acushnet River at that time. In
addition, NMFS has stated that Atlantic sturgeon may use this area for foraging from
March through November. , '

b. Geographic location of the activity:
Blasting is anticipated to occur near the terminal location, so the blast effects would be
limited by the shoreline to the west. The terminal location is in relatively shallow water
in the southwest corner of the Inner Harbor, immediately north of the hurricane barrier.
This location allows for easier attenuation of the pressure wave from the blast epicenter
> as it will be much easier to deploy and maintain the mitigative equipment in this .
location, rather than at a site located in deeper water in the middle of the river.

"c. Explosive charge weighfs and detonation delays:

. ’ . * X ) -
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The explosive charge sizes used in blasting for rock removal will vary, depending on the
amount of rock to be removed at any specific location. After contaminated sediment is
removed, boreholes for blasting are drilled through the overburden (clean sediment)
and underlying rock to a “subdrill” depth six feet below the desired channel depth. The
borehole is then filled with explosive and capped with a minimum two feet of stemming
(angular crushed rock placed in the top of the borehole) to confine the force of the blast
to the targeted bedrock, and reduce the transfer of bIaEting force to the water column.
Thus, locations with greater amounts of rock will require longer boreholes and
proportionally more explosive material. Given the revised estimates of the area and
thickness of the rock layer anticipated to require blasting, the maximum allowable
explosive charge weight has been revised upward from the orlglnal requirement of 50.
pounds to a maximum of 150 pounds.

The JASCO modeling analysis used to estimate the distance to peak pressure and
impulse impact thresholds for fish from explosive charges was revised to account for the
larger required charge weights; as well as to better estimate the confinement of the
blast force for detonations within bedrock. 32 The revised JASCO analyses utilized the
U.S. Army Corps of Englneers ConWep model to estimate the distance to peak pressure
and impulse impact criteria®® for various charge weights. The distance to the impulse
impact criterion (or “impulse threshold”) was greater than the distance to the peak
pressure criterion in all cases, so the lmpulse threshold distance was chosen as the more
conservative impact distance.

The UnderWater Calculator (Dzwilewski and Fenton, 2003), the spreadsheet model used
in earlier versions of the JASCO study, was then re-run, but with the model’s efficiency
coefficient (a measure of the amount of force transferred from the confined blast to the
- water column) adjusted such that the distance to the impulse threshold generated by l
the UnderWater Calculator was equal to the distance to the impulse threshold
generated by ConWep, plus a 5-10% “conservative margin.” This resulted inthe
“adjusted distance” to meet the impulse criterion presented in the final revised JASCO
report. The adjusted efficiency coefficient was then used in the Underwater Calculator
to determine the adjusted distance to meet the peak pressure criterion.
5 N
The models used in these analyses estimate the pressure and impuilse effects of discrete
blasts. In practice, however, a blast event for the South Terminal project will consist of

*2 Note that the later revisions of the JASCO modeling analysis do not take into account the mitigative
effect of the use of bubble curtains in reducing pressure and impulse impacts in the water column, as was
considered in earlier versions of the analysis. Since the use of bubble curtains remains.a condition of this
mod|f|cat|on, it will provide an additional measure of protection for aguatic resources.

* The NMFS recommended impact criteria for finfish used in the JASCO modeling analysis for peak’
pressure and impulse are 75.6 psi and 18.4 psi-sec, respectively. Currently, NMFS has no formal criteria
for the assessment of hydroacoustic impacts of underwater explosion on finfish. The criteria used were
recommended to the Commonwealth by NMFS based on previously conducted research (see email dated
July 10, 2013 (with attachments) from Apex to EPA, AR #547298 and AR #547296).

m
Second Modification to EPA’s Final Determination - South Terminal Page 29

New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy



http:bedrock.32

firing a series of about 40 separate charges, with each detonation separated by a delay
time of 25 milliseconds (“ms”). . Peak pressure and impulse effects are typically
measured over the initial positive portion of the pressure wave, e.g., the time elapsed
from the onset of the primary pressure wave toits return to the ambient level. ThIS
time period is typically on the order of 3-6 ms. The required 25 ms delay between /
individual detonations is meant to assure that the initiai positive phases of pressure
waves are not overlapped by those from subsequent detonations, which would result in
additive peak pressure and impulse levels. Thus, the results of the modellng analysis for
discrete detonations is valid for the proposed series of detonations, assuming the 25 ms
delay time between detonations'is adequate to assure no overlap of the initial positive
portion of pressure waves from each detonation in the series.

d. Timing of blasting *

In its submissions, the Commonwealth asserted that if blasting were done imfhediat_ely,

g rather than after use of non-blasting techniques, it would be less damaging to fish
. species. This is because blasting as the first resort could be conducted with much of the

overburden in place (after removal of contaminated sediments), which wouild have the -

"effect of dampening the acoustical impacts of the blasting, whereas blasting as a last

resort would occur after the overburden was removed-and other rock removal

-techniques had been tried and failed. In additidn because of the timing of project

development, blasting as a first resort would occur this faII whereas blasting as a last
resort would not occur until next spring during the spawnmg migration of anadromous
fish through the Harbor and up the Acushnet River.

EPA evaluated the Commonwealth’s submissions and agrees that the technique of
blasting with the overburden in place would create less impact than blasting as a last
resort after the overburden is removed.*® There are two main reasons for this
conclusion. First, blasting as a last resort would necessitate the dredging of the terminal
area and delay any potential blasting until the spring time. Blasting at this time has the
potential to impact.inward migrating anadromous fish and impact winter flounder -

‘spawning. Blasting in the fall has the potential to impact fewer aquatic resources.

Second, the amount of energy transferred to the water column from the blast is

" reduced by the presence of the overburden material. The resulting pressure and

impulse impacts to fish are correspondingly reduced. Accordingly, we conclude that if

blasting becomes necessary for rock removal, it will be léss damaging to |mp[ement

blasting as a first resort, with the overburden in place.

i

% It is not possible to implement non-blasting rock removal while maintaining the overburden in place.

. Non-blasting rock removal lnvolves ripping out rock and overburden by mechamcal means, usually after

some method of fracturing or weakenlng the rock (such as dnlllng, hammering or expandmg grout) is
employed. In the event that non-blasting techniques prove to be ineffective, and blasting as a last resort
is then required, it would necessarily occur after the overburden is remow(ad. ]
W
e —
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The Commonwealth requested the opporfunity to.blast commencing on September 15,
2013. EPA considered whether the commencement of blasting should be delayed until
November 15 to minimize potential impacts on the endangered Atlantic sturgeon, which
may be present in the area until November, and on the fall migration of anadromous -
fish. Several species of juvenile fish are known to migrate from the Acushnet River back
out to seain the general time frame of September 1 through November 15, and they
tend to travel along the shoreline as they migrate. Several factors weighed in EPA’s
evaluation. The Commonwealth made a strong case that postponing blastmg at the
location closest to the terminal site would have severe consequences for the
Commonwealth’s ability to complete the project on schedule. It also asserted that
implementing a fish deterrent and protection system (a combination of bubble curtains,
silt curtains, and fish startle protocols) would minimize any potential impacts on the
Atlantic sturgeon and on migrating fish. EPA believes that the risk of impacts could be
further reduced if these measures were supplemented by the installation of a silt
curtain north of the blast site at an ‘angle and length sufficient to deflect juvenile
anadromous fish migrating from the Acushnet River to the ocean. At the same time,
until blasting occurs with these measures in place, it is not possible to know with _
certainty how successful they will be in minimizing impacts to aquatic life. Taking all of
these factors into consideration, EPA is approving the use of blasting as a method of first
resort between September 15 and January 15 at the location closest to the terminal site
provided that the mitigation measures specified below are implemented. In addition,
EPA is approving the use of blasting at the other two locations between November 15
and January 15, and blasting might also be able to occur earlier than November 15 if
EPA specifically approves in writing an earlier start date for one or both sites following
completion of the blasting at the bquhead site and EPA’s evaluation of the monitoring
results.

e. Mitigative measure's‘ to be implemented by the proponent:

The Commonwealth will employ multiple mitigative measures to reduce potential
environmental impacts from the proposed blaéting. It will leave the overburden in
place, which will reduce the pressure wave generated by the explosion that is

. transferred to the water column (discussed further below). It will deploy bubble
curtains, which have been used elsewhere to dissipate and reduce the adverse effect of
pressure waves in the water column. It is anticipated that bubble curtains will reduce
pressure and impulselevels below those estimated by the JASCO modeling, effectively
reducing the size of the projected impact zone exhibiting levels that could adversely
affect Atlantic sturgeon and other aquatic species. Additionally, the Commonwealth will
deploy silt cyrtains around the blast site, and also north of the blast site at an angle and
iength sufficient to redirect migrating fish away from the project area. The
Commonwealth will also use a fish startle system to move or prevent fish from entering
the blast area. It will also have a licensed fisheries observer onboard who will be the

* person to initiate the blast sequence. Finally, the Commonwealth WI” conduct post-
blast monitoring to look for potential fish mortalities.

m
Second Modification to EPA’s Final Determination - South Terminal Page 31
New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy




Based on the JASCO acoustic modeling reports (through Version 6.0, dated September

13, 2013) and supporting information, information presented.in technical memoranda

- from JASCO (dated 7/12/13) and Apex (dated 7/17/13); the U.S. Army Corps of '
Engineers’ After Action Report on Fish Kills Resultlng from the Blasting in Boston Harbor;
our review of the scientific literature on blasting effects; .the Massachusetts Division of
Marine Fisheries’ “Recommended Time of Year Restrictions (TOYs) for Coastal Alteration
Projects to Protect Marine Fisheries Resources in Massachusetts” (Technical Report TR-
47); and on technical discussions between EPA and the Commonwealth’s consultants,
EPA believes that the impacts from blasting will not cause or contribute to significant
degradation of the aquatic environment, as long as blasting is conducted in accordance
with the conditions set forth below. Acoustical modeling conducted by JASCO shows
that a blasting protocol meetlng the conditions outlined below would result in peak
pressure and impulse levels within NMFS recommended thresholds within a short
distance (291 feet) in any direction from the blast location. This results in an impact
zoné, or area where the NMFS recommended criteria may be exceeded, that is roughly
circular and 582 feet at'its widest point. EPA believes that a blasting protocol with the
speeified restrictions on charge weight and delay time that meets these thresholds,
coupled with the impact minimization measures incorporated into the conditions set
forth below, will result in no significant adverse impacts to aqUatic species. Importantly,
the conditions set forth below include monitoring requirements designed to ensure that

' no adverse impacts occur when the b[astlng program is |mplemented

Conditions on Blasting:

1. No later than 30 days before blasting commences, the Commonwealth
must develop and sub'm'it to EPA a final blasting plan that includes
measures that will be taken to prevent community impacts and
provisions to satisfy the condltlons set forth below. The plan must clearly
articulate communications between the fisheries observer and the
person who will conduct the bIastlng

2. Blasting shall only be co(nducted in the'three locations depicted on
page 4 of the Commonwealth’s May 20, 2013 letter to EPA (See Figure 3
of this document). Blasting at the site closest to the bulkhead
construction area may occur between September 15 and January 15.
Blasting at the other two locations may occur between November 15 and
January 15, and might also be able to occur earlier than November 15 if .
EPA specifically abproves in writing an earlier start date for one or both
sites following completlon of the blasting at the bulkhead* snte and EPA’s
evaluation of the momtormg results (discussed further below)

* See footnote 3. ) ) :
————————————————————————————————————————
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3. Prior to blasting, contaminated sediments must be removed and
disposed of in CAD cell 3. The clean overburden must remain in place to
absorb blast energy. .

4. For any blasting that occurs before November 15, a silt curtain must
be erected north of the blast at an angle and length sufficient to deflect
juvenile anadromous fish migrating from the Acushnet River to the
ocean. The details of the location, length, and angle of't,he silt curtain
must be identified in the final blasting plan. -
5. There must be an adequate fish deterrent and protection system (a
combination of silt and bubble curtains and fish startle protocols) in-place
and properly functioning at least 24 hours prior to blasting, and such
system shall remain in place for the duration of all blasting activities.
Bubble curtains must be activated for the duration of all blasting events
- both to deter fish from the immediate area and to mltlgate the pressure
effects of blasting.
! v ) .
6. Pre-blast monitoring for the presence of fish in the projected impact
zone must be conducted immediately prior to the initiation of blasting. If
fish are detected within the impact zone, the fish startle system must be
deployed in an attempt to move fish out of the area.

7. After a blasting event is completed, the Commonwealth must monitor
the area within and near the impact zone looking for fish that'may have
been injured or killed. Monitoring must commence immediately
following the completion of each blasting event and continue until no
more bodies are recovered. Deadand injured fish must be enumerated
and sorted by species and the information must be reported to EPA.

Within one week of receipt of the complete impact repo'rt related to the
blasting at the bulkhead site, EPA will evaluate the impacts and
determine whether blasting may proceed at the second location before
November 15, 2013. If blasting at the second site is allowed to proceed
before November 15, 2013, then within one week of receipt of the
complete impact report related to the blasting at the second site, EPA will

.evaluate the impdcts and determine whether blasting may proceed at the
third location before November 15, 2013." Notwithstanding the
foregoing, EPA reserves the right to require the Commonwealth to stop
blasting either before or after November 15 if necessary to prevent an
unacceptable level of fish mortality. '

8. The blasting program must minimize the total weight of explosive
, charges per shot and the number of shots for the project, and in no case
m
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shall more than 150 pounds of explosive per delayed charge, with a
minimum time delay of 25 milliseconds (ms) between charges, be used.

9. The Commonwealth must use angular stemming material of sufficient
length in drill holes to reduce energy dispersal to the aquatic
enwronment

10. The Commonwealth must subdivide the charge, using detonating
caps with delays or delay connectors with detonatiné cord, to reduce
total pressure, and must avoid use of submerged detonation cord.

_ 11. The Commonwealth must use decking when possible in lengthy drill
holes to reduce total pressure.

" 12. The Commonwealth must used shaped charges to focus the blast
energy when the submerged surface charges are necessary, reducing
energy released to the aquatic environment during-demolition.

13.To protect the Hurricane Ba;rier, blasting must be conducted
consistent with letters from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ to EPA

"dated March 1, 2013 to EPA (as clarified by USACE’s March 8, 2013 emall)
and September 5, 2013 letter.

3. Winter Flounder Mitigation

As discussed above and in EPA’s May 15, 2013 |etter, EPA believes that the modification
of water quality performance standards to eliminate the use of silt curtains in favor of

specific measures to control turbidity will adequately protect water quality.
S

2. Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403) Public

Interest Review; -

Navigation and Navigable Waters (33 U S.C. §408)
For the reasons discussed above, the proposed changes in dredging, CAD cell design, use
of blasting, and modification of winter flounder mitigation performance standards do
not alter EPA’s evaluations in the Final Determination of the Beneficial and Detrimental
Impacts to the Environment and the Public Interest under § 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act.of 1899, with the exception of one factor. As discussed below, EPA re-evaluated the
Public Safety factor because of the potential impacts of blasting on ‘the New Bedford
Hurricane Barrier and on local residents, businesses, and vessels.

The Commonwealth submitted substantial information to the U.S. Army Corps of .
Engineers to enable the Corps to determine, pursuant to 33 U:S.C. § 408, whether
performing blasting near or adjacent to the Hurricane Barrier would pose an
’#
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“unacceptable risk to the integrity of the Hurricane Barrier. On March 1, 2013 (as
clarified by the Corps’ March 8, 2013 email), and September 5, 2013, the Corps
approved the proposed blasting subject to certain conditions set forth in the letters (see
Appendix A). Accordingly, EPA has concluded that there is no risk to public safety
associated with potential risk to the Hurricane Barrier as a result of the use of blasting.

In addition, EPA reviewed the Commonwealth’s planned actions to‘pro‘tect the public
from blasting activities, including but not limited to providing advance notifications to
businesses and residences within 1500 feet of the blast site, establishing a 1500 foot
perimeter around the blast site 15 minutes before the blast to keep the area clear of
- vessels, and providing advance notification to regulatory agencies (including the U.S.
Coast Guard) and local emergency services (fire, police). Based on these and other
measures the Commonwealth has proposed to take, EPA does not believe that the
_blasting will result in adverse effects on public safety.

Therefore, there is no change in EPA’s conclusion in the FD that, after weighing the
positive and negative impacts associated with this project, EPA has determined that the
South Terminal Project is not contrary to the overall public interest.

3. Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. §1531 et seq.)
By letters dated April 18, 2013 and September 6, 2013, and an email dated September

- 13, EPA reinitiated consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service (“NMFS”) on
the potential effects of‘the requested project modifications on the Atlantic sturgeon. In
its letters and email, EPA described the potential impacts from expanded dredging and
blasting and EPA’s conclusion that while these activities may affect the Atlantic
sturgeon, they were unllkely to adversely affect the species either on its own or when
combined with the other impacts associated with this project, due in large part to the
limited presence of the sturgeon in the area and the mitigative measures that will be '
employed. Inits May 6, 2013 and September 16, 2013 letters in response to EPA, NMFS
concurred with EPA’s determination that the project, including the additional dredging
and rock blasting, is not likely to adversely affect the Atlantic sturgeon provided that the
specified mitigative measures to minimize the potential for entrainment and turbidity, |
and to minimize acoustic impacts and maintain a zone of passage, are employed See
Appendix B and Section VI1.B.1 for mitigation measures.

4. Essential Fish Habitat Assessment under the Magnuson-Stevens Act
(16 U.S.C. §§ 1851 et seq.) and
! Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. §661-677¢)

' "By letters dated July 25, 2013 and Septembgr, 6, 2013 (followed by a September 13,

2013 email), EPA reinitiated consultation with NMFS under the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

~ (“FWCA”) on the potential effects of the requested project modifications on Essential
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Fish Habitat (“EFH”) and on fish and wildlife resources protected by FWCA. EPA stated
_its conclusion that the additional dredging would not result in additional adverse effects
on EFH or resources protected by FWCA, since it would not cause any additional loss of

winter flounder spawning habitat and it would be subject to the same water quality
performance standards as the previously approved dredging.®® EPA also stated its
conclusion that with time of year restrictions on blasting consistent with NMFS’s August
21, 2012 recommendatlons and with addltlonal conditions requiring implementation of
a fish deterrent system, the potential for fish to be within the impact area would be
minimized to the greatest extent possible. Further, EPA identified conditions it intends
to impose on the maximum charge weight per delay and the minimum delay time
between charges to ensure no adverse pressure and impulse effects on fish. -Finally, in
the July 25, 2013 Jetter, EPA stated its agreement with MassDMF’s request that oysters
be withdrawn from consideration as part of the shelifish mitigation plaln.

5. National Historic Preservatlon Act (16 U. S C.§ 470 36.CFR Part 800)

~

\

The project modifications do not alter EPA’s flndlngs, set forth in Appendlx G of EPA’s
Final Determination, that the Project will not affect historic properties. The expanded
dredging areas included in the scope of the original assessment included the work ,
described in this document and work that would have been conducted closer to the two
historic paleosol areas consnstmg of additional dredging 100 feet to the south as well as
50 foot widening on both sides of the channel. Eliminating the 100 foot south

" expansion and shifting the 50 foot widening to the inside of the channel shrinks the
work area even more than that considered.in the original assessment. Blasting was also
included in the scope of the original assessment and would have potentially been
necessary nearer the paleosols had the southern 100 foot area been included in the

- project. The elimination of thesouthern expansion also shrinks the work area even
more than that considered in the original assessment.

,

An additional historic property, the Palmer Island Light Station (the Light Station), has
recently been identified within the Project area that was not included within the scope
of the original assessment. More specifically, the Light Station is located within the
1500 foot zone where potential vibrations may occur from blasting. See Figure 5.

As a result, in a letter to EPA dated September 10, 2013, the Commonweéalth outlined
certain measures to ensure the Light Station is protected from blasting impacts. For
example, the Commonwealth, through its contractor GZA, has modeled the estimated
anticipated vibrations that are likely to.impact the Light Station from blasting.*” That
maximum estimated vibration, or peak particle velocity (“PPV”), was 0.034 in/sec, as-

3¢ see footnote 30.

. 7 see letter dated September 10, 2012 from Bilt White, CEC, to Carl D|erker EPA. See also letter dated
September 13, 2013 from New Bedford Mayor Jon Mitchell to James Owens, EPA with attached
memorandum dated September 11, 2013, from GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc’ to Chet Myers Apex

. {describing modellng resulps) :
M’A
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calculated using a standard engineering equation and site-specific information. The
Massachusetts Building Code (Explosive Regulations), at 527 CMR 13.09, regulates
allowable maximum vibrations from blasting activities. The most conservative limit
established in the Massachusetts Building Code (Explosive Regulations) for PPV to \
ensure the protection of structures with plaster is <0.5 in/sec. As such, the PPV
estimated for the Light Station as a result of the proposed blasting is approximately 15
times lower than the allowable maximum wbratlon for potential damage to plaster
structures.

Even with this margin of safety, the Commonwealth states it has conducted an extensive
pre-blast photography and video of the Light Station to establish pre-blast conditions.

In addition, the Commonwealth has committed to a pre-construction structural review
of the Light Station, real-time measurements of the actual vibrations generated during
blasting to confirm the results of the modeling and post-blast photograph and video of
the Light Station to document post-blasting conditions.

As a condition of this approval, EPA is requiring the Commonwealth to provide
immediate notification to EPA in the unlikely event that actual vibrations exceed
modeling results and/or |mp/acts are detected durmg implementation of the Project. If
this occurs, the Agency will immediately engage in consultation with the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the Commonwealth, and the City of New Bedford to discuss and
implement measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate potentlal impacts to the Light
Station.

The Light Station is owned and maintained by the City of New Bedford. On September
13, 2013, EPA received a letter from New Bedford Mayor Jonathan F. Mitchell
acknowledging the historic value of the Light Station to the City and describing the City’s
view of the modeling performed by GZA. In his letter, the Mayor expressed his
conclusion that the Commonwealth’s “efforts are appropriate to give the public
confidence that the blasting wn[l not place the lighthouse in jeopardy.”*®

EPA has considered the blast modeling performed by the Commonwealth’s consultant,
the September:10, 2013 letter from the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, the
September 13, 2013 letter from New Bedford Mayor Mitchell, and the letter to EPA
from Massachusetts Historical Commission dated September 6, 2013. In light of this
modeling and the actions that will be taken to avoid effects to historic properties, in
accordance with 36 CFR 800.4, EPA has determined that approval of the Second
Modification will not affect historic properties. The SHPO concurred with this finding on
September 20, 2013. %

38

id. - o N
¥ see letter, dated September 16, 2013 from James Owens, EPA, to Brona Simon, Massachusetts Historical
Commission {“MHC”). The MHC stamped its concurrence on this letter on September 20, 2013. See also

- email from Ramona Peters to Michael Stover, EPA dated September 18, 2013.

“
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The Tribes were copied oanPA’s letter to fhe SHPO regarding its determination that
approval of the Second Modification will have no affect on the Palmer Island Light
Station and the Tribes thanked EPA for the notification.

6. Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.5.C.$§ 2601 et seq.)
PCB Remediation Waste (40 CFR §761.61(c))

. Inclusion of blasting in the Project does not require a modification of the TSCA

‘Determinations since all contaminated sediment will be removed prior to blasting
activities. However, because additional dredging and disposal of PCB contaminated
sediment and removal of additional upland soil is included in this Second Modification,
EPA had to re-evaluate its determination made'in the TSCA Determination included as
Appendix J(1) in the Final Determination. After reviewing the Commonwealth’s

submissions (see footnote 26), EPA has determined that, provided the conditions in the

First Modification to the November 19, 2012 TSCA § 761.61(c) Determination for New
Bedford South Terminal Marine Facility (“the Modified TSCA Determination”) (Appendix
D) are met, the work described in this Second Modification will not pose an
unreasonable risk to human health and the environment.

Removal and disposal into CAD cell 3 of 11,000 cubic yards of PCB contaminated *
sediment generated during the Iengtheriing and widening of the channel will be
conducted as described in the Final Determination. Other than the elimination of silt
curtains around the winter flounder mitigation area, the Water Quality Performance
Standards remain the same (see Appendix C). There-is no proposed change to the
capping of CAD cell 3, and the Commonwealth has indicated that inclusion of this
additional sediment into CAD cell 3 would not require further expansion of the CAD as
the additional capacity would be generated by self—compressio'n of the sediment within
the CAD cell, and that the CAD cell would be reconfigured to be smaller (from 8.54 to
8.29 acres) and deeper (from -45 MLLW to -60 MLLW). Maps showing the expansion

~areas to be dredged are attached as AttaEhments 1 and 2 to this Second Modification.
With respect to the Commonwealth’s requests to increase the final maximum PCB
concentration allowed onsite in the main terminal facility from < 25 ppm to < 50 ppm
and to eliminate confirmatory sampling following the removal of all identified upland
soil and sediment 2 50 ppm PCBs, EPA has reviewed the sampling data provided by the
Commonwealth on September 23, 2013 and the excavation depths and additional
sampling proposed by the Commonwealth on September 25, 2013. The sampling data
reflect widespread PCB contamination on the main facility properties (characterized as
DGAs 1 though 8 and “the hot spot area 1” on the maps in Attachment 4 of the Modified
TSCA Determination (Appendix D)). However, with the exception of hot spot'area 1,
PCB concentrations > 50 ppm appear to be primarily limited to surface samples at two
feet below the current ground surface, with the exception of two areas where PCB
concentrations are > 10 ppm but < 25 ppm at greater than 3 feet below the current
__.—__——‘——’———
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ground surface. (Note: The Commonwealth has already removed two feet of top soil in
DGAs 1 tﬁrough 8 and five feet of topsoil in the hot spot area 1.) Contamination in hot
spot area 1 appears to be deeper'and generally contained within the walls of an
-“underground concrete structure the may or may not have a bottom.

To confirm whether the previously collected PCB concentrations (sée Attachment 4 of to -
Appendix D) at the main terminal facility are representative of site conditions and
support that the > 50 ppm concentrations are primarily limited to surface soils (“the
conceptual site model”), EPA accepts the Commonwealth’s proposed locations and .
depths for additional samples, as reflected in the Septevmber 25, 2013 email from the
Commonwealth. Assuming the results of the additional sampling confirm the
conceptual site model; EPA accepts the Commonwealth’s proposed final excavation'
depths for the site set out in the September 25, 2013 email (see also Attachment 7 to-
the Appendix D). For the hot spot area 1, EPA is requiring that the soil and sediment be
excavated to either the bottom of the concrete structure if there is a bottom, orto
bedrock, or to the till layer but only to the till layer if the additional sampling in the hot
spot area 1 indicates the till layer does not contain PCB contamination = 50 ppm, or
cleanup of this area may continue in accordance with the November 19, 2012 TSCA
Determination. If EPA determines that the results of the additional samplirig do not
“support the conCéptuaI site model, the Commonwealth shall propose for EPA review
and approval an alternative cleanup plan to address the PCB contamination at the main
terminal facility. In addition, the Commonwealth shall submit a work plan for EPA
review and approval for preventing migration of potentlal PCB-contaminated surface
soils onto the site from the adjacent properties Iocated along the northern property
boundary of the site. -

Based on the additional sampling'requirements, the required excavation depths and the
required workplans for an alternative cleanup if the data “d\o not support the conceptual
site model and for preventing migration of PCB-contaminated surface soils from
adjacent properties, EPA has determined that increasing the final maximum PCB .
concentration allowed onsite in the main terminal facility (Attachment 6 to Appendix D)
from < 25 ppm to < 50 ppm and elimination of confirmatory sampling following the
removal of all identified soil and sediment = 50 ppm PCBs will not pose an unreasonable
" risk to human health and the environment provided the condltlons in the Modified TSCA
Determination (Appendlx D) are met. . -
N
EPA does not have\sufﬁcient information to make a determination on the “Radio Tower
Property (Potential TSCA Expansion Area)” as shown on Attachment 3 to Appendix D.
Therefore, the Modified TSCA Determination does not include this area. In the event
that the Commonwealth acquires ownership of all or a portion of this property and
provides information indicating that PCB concentrations are present at > 1 ppm on th|s
_property, a proposed cleanup plan in accordance with 40 CFR Part 761 shaII be
submltted to EPA for review and approval
Second Modification to EPA’s Final Determination - South Termmal Page 39
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7. Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1342)
“The Project modifications will not result in additional impacts on stormwater. Therefore,
- EPA’s prevnous conclusmn under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act is unchanged
. 8. Section 176(C) Of The Clean Air Act General Conformlty Rule Review
(42 U.S.C. § 7506(c), 40 CFR Part 93, Subpart B) : N
42 U.S.C. § 7412, 40 CFR Parts 61 and 63 (NESHAPs) ’
The pfoposed project modifications will not result in additional effects on air q\uality.
Therefore EPA’s previous conclusion under the Clean Air Act General Conformity Rule, .
that a conformity determination is not required for EPA's authorization of this project, is
unchanged. ' '

EPA’s conclusion under Parts 61 and 63 is also'unchanged.
NI ; ,

4

9. Executive Orders and Policies-

1. Consultation and Coordination with In_dianr Tribal Governments
Executive Order (E.O. 13175)
-EPA Policy for the Admmlstratlon of Enwronmental Programs on Indlan .
Reservations (1984) -

\ EPA Policy on Consultatlon and Coordmatlon with Indlan Tribes (May 4,

- 2011) ¢
~ Additional dredging and blasting were within the scope of potential impacts inctuded in
EPA’s consultation with the Tribes before the Final Determination issued. \ )

The Tribes were copied on EPA’s letter to the SHPO regarding its conclusion that blasting
would not |mpact the Palmer Island Light Statlon and the Tribes thanked EPA for the -
notification.* B A -
- B i . ) “\
2. Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority ) '
Populations and Low-Iincome Populations, (E.O. 12898)
The pfoposed projectm’odifii:ations do not result in additional traffic and air impacts,
and the additional noise impacts are expected to be minimal. The community may
experience some- vibrations during blasting but these disruptions are expected to be
minimal and of short duration. Vessels will be required to avoid the area when blasting

events occur. Appropriate notice and protection measures for the community, for
vessels and for structures-will be in place prior to any blasting activities pursuant to-the

4-See email dated September 18, 2013 from Ramona Peters to Michael Stover, EPA.
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Commonwealth’s draft Opera'iional Blasting Plan (see footnote 3). Traffic pattern
clarifications during construction and long-term use of the terminal are slightly
increased but there are traffic control measures in place to lessen impacts on the’
community. Therefore, EPA’s conclusion, that the project is not expected to have
dlsproportlonately high and adverse human health or environmental effects on low-
income or minority populatlons as set forth in Appendix M of EPA’s Final
Determination, is unchanged

3.. Floodplain Management Executive Order (E.O. 11988)

The proposed project modifications will not result in additional effects on the
floodplain. Therefore EPA’s analysis under the Floodplain Management Executive Order
set forth in Appendix L of EPA’s Final Determination is unchanged.

4. Wetland Executive Order (E.O. 11990)

The proposed project modifications will not result in additional effects on wetlands.
Therefore EPA’s analysis under the Wetlands Executive Order set forth in Appendli of
EPA’s Final Determination is unchanged

5. Invasive Species Executive Order (E.O. 13112)
The proposed project modifications will not result in additional effects related to

- invasive species. Therefore EPA’s analysis under the Invasive Species Executive Order
set forth in Appendix N of EPA’s Final Determination is unchanged.

Lﬁ"(_,,. Date:ﬁ% 25[2 3

Jffice of Site Remediation and Restoration

Issued by:
. JamesT.
Director,

;-

%'
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Figure 1
Map of 200" Northern Dredging Expansion of Deep Draft
- Area |
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, Figure 2
Map of 50’ Widening of Channel
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- Figure 3
Map of Three Blast Areas



Mr. David Lederer

Addition of Blasting to Final Determination
Page 4

Insert 2: Mechanics of “In Water” (Post-Dredging) Blasting Scenario and Blasting Prior to Overburden
Removal (Pre-Dredging) Scenario
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New Bedford 2013 - Operational Blasting Plan Blasting Parameters

© Contract Drilling & Blasting LLC Revision 1.0 9:3
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Figure 4 :
~ Map of Winter Flounder Mitigation Area
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Figure 5
Map of 1500 foot zone for potential vibrations from
blastlng 0



New Bedford 2013 - Operational Blasting Plan Monitoring Plan for Vibration & Air Overpressure

9.4.1 Monitoring Locations for Vibration & Air Overpressure

The locations of seismographs installed to measure blast-induced ground vibration
and air blast in relation to the blasting footprint, are shown below.

© Contract Drilling & Blasting LLC Revision 1.0 -k A
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) Table 1 |
Revised Volume of Material to be Dredged



\

Destination
of Dredged
Material

Mooring Northern

Mitigation

Mooring Southern

Mitigation

Gifford Street

Channel

Relocation

Top of Dredge

Fedéral Charirie]";

o

-,

<

increasé Chann

A e

Intermediate -
Dredge

Bottom of Dredge

Top of CAD #3

ron of Eaby
Expansion-

b

Bottom of CAD #3

Ll

e ele

Totals

0OU-3 Hot-Spot
Capping|
Mitigation Area:

“\

92,500

Disposal Offshore;
at CCDS/RISDS:

~90,000

122,000

212,000

Winter Flounder|
Mitigation Area:

12,000

2,000

.146,500

160,500

New Bedford
Marine
Commerce|
Terminal:

8,000

7,000

134,000

149,000

Former,
Dartmouth
Finishing Site:

45,800

45,800

Capping of CAD
Cell #1:

27,500

27,500

Disposal at CAD
Cell #2:

33,900

Disposal at CAD
Cell #3:

8,600

10,500

2,000

‘118,500

59,000

8,500

209,600

Capping of
Borrow Pit CAD
! Cell:

25,500

25,500

Totals:

8,600

10,500

2,000

118,500

59,000

10,500

15,500

65,000

274,300

27,000

236,500

122,000

956,300
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Major Federal Substantlve Requurements



EPA Second Modification For South Terminal Project

New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy

-

Major Federal Substantive Requirements

Table 2

Table 2

ARARSs for EPA’s Second Modification to the South Termil_ml'Project1

1899, (33 U.S.C. §403 et seq.;
33 C.F.R. Parts 320-323)
Section 10

- -Federal Requirements, o w5 iikStifus . oo SYnopSIS T N ctionto be Taken” .
Clean Water Act, Sec. 404 (33 Applicable Prohlblts dlscharges of dredge EPA has re-evaluated the 1mpacts of
U.S.C §1344), 40 C.F.R. Part o or fill material into waters of the | additional dredging and blasting
230, Section 404(b)(1) U.S. except in compliance with | pursuant to the 404(b)(1) guidelines.
Guidelines for Specification of the requirements of the § After careful review of the

| Disposal Sites for Dredged or 404(b)(1) guidelines. Commonwealth’s submittals and

Fill Material (40 C.F.R. Part - ' based on the information provided

230,231 and 33 C.F.R. Parts in those submittals, EPA has

320-323) determined that 404(b)(1) guidelines
will be met as long as the conditions
and mitigation measures set out in
the Final Determination and this
Second Modification are met.

Rivers and Harbors Act of Applicable Prohibits the obstruction or EPA has re-evaluated the Public

alternation of any navigable
water of the U.S. except as
authorized after a finding that
the activity is not contrary to the
public interest.

Safety requirement of section 10 for
impacts from the additional blasting.
After careful review of the
Commonwealth’s submittals and
based on the information provided

in those submittals, EPA has

' Only those ARARs modified by this Second Modiﬁcatlon are included; all other ARARs 1dent1ﬁed in ARARSs - Table 2 in the Final Detennmatlon are still in

effect.

? This Table includes all major féderal substantive requirements (ARARs/TBC:s) related to this Second Modification to the Final Determination. . Additional
federal requirements have also been identified and are included in the Administrative Record for this Project. State substantive requirements are referenced
separately in the Administrative Record and can also be found in Appendix D to the Final Determination. Finally, some federal requirements are implemented

by the State. These are referenced in the Administrative Record.

A



EPA Second Modification For South Terminal Project

New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy

Major Federal Substantive Requirements

Table 2

determined that the Project meets
these requirements as long as the
conditions and mitigation measures
set out in the Final Determination
and this Second Modification are
met.

Toxic Substances Control Act
(TSCA), 15 U.S.C §2601 et
seq. .
PCB Remediation Waste (4
C.F.R. §761.61(c)) -

Applicable

This section of TSCA provides
risk-based cleanup and disposal
options for PCB remediation
waste based on the risks posed
by the concentrations at which
the PCBs are found.

'| EPA has determined that disposal of

material unsuitable for ocean
disposal generated from
navigational dredging and
mitigation measures into CAD cells
2 and 3 will not pose an
unreasonable risk to human health
or the environment as long as .
certain conditions are followed. A
TSCA determination that was
included in EPA’s Final
Determination as Appendix J(1), has
been modified to include conditions
for the change in upland
remediation to allow PCB

| contaminated sediment and soils

with concentrations <50 ppm to
remain onsite at the main terminal
facility parcels and to eliminate
confirmatory sampling after’
excavation provided conditions in
the Modified TSCA Determination
are met. (Although the upland

remediation will be performed




EPA Second Modification For South Terminal PrOJect

New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy

- Table 2

Major Federal Substantive Requirements

-~

independently under the state
cleanup program, EPA has included
this work in its Modified J()TSCA
Determination for upland disposal
of PCB remediation waste within
the upland portion of the term1na1
and the CDF.)

Navigation and Navigable Applicable Unlawful for any person to Additional dredging and blasting
Waters, 33 USC 408 g impair the usefulness of any sea | will not-adversely affect the )
’ - ' wall, bulkhead, jetty, dike, hurricane barrier as long as the
) levee, wharf, pier, or other work | conditions in this Second
built by the United States, unless | Modification are met.
permission is granted based
upon a determination that such
| occupation or use will not be
o injurious to the public interest.
Endangered Species Act Species currently listed on the EPA has re-initiated consultation to

16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.

Applijcable

‘Endangered Species list could

potentlally be affected by the
Project.

evaluate the impacts of additional
dredging and blasting. EPA has
concluded, for the reasons discussed
in the Second Modification that
while the Project, including the
additional impacts, may affect the
Atlantic sturgeon, as long'as the.
Commonwealth fully implements all |
the conditions set out in the Final
Determination, the Second
Modification and mitigation
measures, it is unlikely to adversely
affect the species. The National
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~

Major Federal Substantive Requiremeﬁts

Table 2

N

Marine Fisheries Service concurred
with EPA’s conclusion.

N

Essential Fish Habitat Applicable This Act establishes procedures | EPA has re-initiated consultation to
Assessment under the . designed to identify,-conserve, | evaluate the impacts of additional
Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16 : and enhance essential fish dredging and blasting. EPA has
U.S.C. §§ 1851 et seq. . “habitat for those species - determined that the additional
regulated under a federal impacts would not have a significant
- fisheries management plan. ‘| effect on EFH, provided that the
: Consultation with National ‘| Commonwealth complies with the
'| Marine Fisheries Service mus “conditions in the Final
. be conducted. ‘ Determination and Second
- ’ Modification and fully implements
- all of the proposed minimization
and mitigation measures.
Fish and Wildlife Coordination |, Applicable | The Act requires consultation EPA re-initiated consultation with"
Act, 16 U.S:C. §661-677¢ with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife | NMFS under this Act to evaluate the
- X Service (FWS) and/or the impacts of additional dredging and
National Marine Fisheries blasting on fish and wildlife
B Service (NMFS), as appropriate, | resources protected by FWCA. EPA
. and the fish and wildlife service | concluded the additional impacts
of the state to be undertaken for | would not have a significant adverse
| the purpose of preventing loss of | effect on the fish and wildlife
| and damage to wildlife resources provided that the
resources. mitigation measures included in the
- Final Determination‘and the
conditions included in the Second
, : _ . . Modification are satisfied.
National Historic Preservation Applicable Section 106 of the Act requires | EPA re-initiated consultation for

Act, 16 U.S.C. §470;

that Federal agencies consider,

impacts of blasting on the Palmer_~
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" Table 2

36 CFR Part 800

Major Federal Substantive Requirements -

in consultation with other

-interested parties, the effects of .
| their undertakings on historic

properties prior to the
undertaking and determine

| whether the undertaking

adversely affects or has the
potential to adversely affect
these properties. The following
properties were identified: two
paleosols, a shipwreck, and the
Palmer Island Light Station.

Island Light Station. After
completing consultation, EPA
determined that the undertaking will -
have no adverse affect on the

upland, subtidal -and intertidal areas,
or the Palmer Island Light Station as
long as the Commonwealth agrees

to abide by the conditions imposed
in the Final Determination and this
Second Modification. y

e

-Executive Order 12898 —
Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-
Income Populations, 59 Fed.
Reg. 7,629 (Feb. 16, 1994)

’

The Executive Order, among
other things, requires, to the
greatest extent practicable, each
Federal agency to identify and
address, as appropriate,
disproportionately high and
adverse humanJhealth or
environmental effects of its
programs, policies, and
activities on minority
populations and low-income
populations and to ensure such
programs, policies and activities
are conducted in a manner that
ensures that such programs,
policies, and activities do not
have the effect of subjecting
persons (including populations)

Certain areas located within or
. along the truck access route (Route
.18) have been identified as
enyironmental justice areas. Traffic,
noise and air impacts are expected.
to be minimal; however, a
Construction Management Plan
(CMP) will be required in order to
minimize construction-related
impacts. A'1500 foot perimeter
around the blasting areas has been
.delineated. Vibrations from blasting
impacts-are expected to bé minimal.
and adequate public safety measures
including notice requirements,
vibration monitors and pre- and
post-blast surveys are contained -in
the Operational Blasting Plan.

~
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- ~ Major Federal Substantive Requirements
. . . : to discrimination because of
‘ ' . their race, color, or national
. - - | origin.
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- Appendle ,
u.s. Army Corps of Engineers Letters dated March 1 2013
(clarified on March 8, 2013) and September 5, 2013
containing conditions for blasting to protect Hurricane

Barrier | -



. ' DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
o . NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
: 696 VIRGINIA ROAD.
CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01742-2751 ' '
REPLY TO . PP
ATTEthION OF - .

March 1, 2013

Engineering/Planning Division o ‘.
Geotechnical/Water Resources Branch ‘

Mr. Dave Lederer

Remedial Project Manager -

Office of Site Remediation and Restoration.
EPA Region 1, Suite 100, OSRR 7-04

5 Post Office Square

Boston, Massachusetts 02176

Dear Mr. Lederer:,

. . . N ) R R i ‘ .
This letter is in regards to the proposed New Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal

adjacent to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) federally constructed New Bedford

Humcane Shore Protection (HSP) System in the city of New Bedford, Massachusetts.

T'he proposed prOJect will construct a multiuse marine facility within the limits of New
Bedford harbor and directly adjacent to the federally constructed New Bedford HSP System.
Construction of the facility may require the use of blasting techniques to remove bedtock
‘required t0 achieve a maximum proposed draft depth Elevation of -20 ft (MLLW). The proposed
blasting is in close proximity to the New. Bedford HSP, and thus USACE requested design
. analysis to address concéerns to liquefaction and general blasting impacts to the HSP System and’
therefore was the sole focus of USACE’s rev1ew :

The USACE New England Dlstrlct rev1ewed the mformatlon supphed in the followmg
documents:

a. Letter report titled “Request Jor District Engineer Réview of Engineering Assessment
Which Outlines the Procedures that Will Result in.No Modification or Alternation to
a Corps of Engineers Project: Blasting Associated With Construction of New Bedford
Marine Commerce Terminal, New Bedford, MA” prepared by Apex Companies LLC
and GEI Consultants dated, January 11, 2013,

b. For Construction Project Specifications titled “New Bedford Marine Commerce
Terminai, Contract No. MACEC-FY13-00INB ™ prepared by Apex Companies LLC,
dated December §, 2012, received via Fedex on. February 6, 201 3.

c. For Constructlon Design Drawmgs titled “New Bea'ford Marine Commerce Terminal,

Contract No. MACEC-FY13-001NB ” prepared by Apex Companies LLC dated
: December 2012, received via, Fedex on February 6, 2013. ‘

. N
Printed on @ Recycled Paper - .
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d. Email correspondence. provid'ing Apex Companies, LLC responses to USACE review
comments on documeénts a, b, and ¢ above, from Mr. Chet Meyers, Apex Compames -
LLC, to Mr. Michael Bachand USACE, dated February 22 2013. -

USACE has no objections to the proposed blasting evaluation and blasting program based
~on the commitments and responses provided in the emaﬂ correspondence (item d above) and
provides the followmg comments: .

o No blasting shall oceur a minimum of 3 days before a hurricane or’
significant coastal storm that potentially would require gate closures is forecasted to
potentially impact the northeast coastline. , , o)

. Any damages to the HSP System or appurtenant components by the
‘act1v1t1es descnbed above must be immediately repaired to the satisfaction of* USACE
’ 1
e °  The issuance of this acceptance does not reheve Apex Companies LLC,
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or the United States Environmental Protection
Agency from its obligation to obtain any other federal, state, or local approvals or permits
as may be required for this project, including but not limited to ‘Section 10 and Sectlon
~ 404 permits. co
. Any changes or amendments to the above referenced contract documients
or drawings shall be submitted to and approved by USACE prior to implementation.
Addmonally, USACE reserves the fight to requ1re any and all prOJect submittals for -
review and acceptance. - , :

. - Within 45 days of completlon of'the blasting. program Apex Compames
LLC shall furnish the District Engineer with two complete hard copy sets and one .
selectronic copy (PDF format) of all blasting reports and evaluations and any other’
pertinent information requested by the USACE, signed and sedled by a professional
engineer/land surveyor. All vertical data shall bein North American Vertical Datim of
1988 (NAVD 88). All post dredged elevations and areas should also be provided on “As-
Built” drawings in relatlpn to the HSP.

Be assured that USACE holds life and pliblic safety paramount with regards to protecting

“the communities behind the New Bedford HPS System. -Should you have any further questions -
or concerns, please feel free to contact me, at (978) 318-8220 or Michael Bachand at (978) 318-
8075.

Sincerely,

harl_es P. Samaris
. Colonel, Corps-of Engineers
' District Engineer

b




g

" Copy Fﬁfnished: .

Ronald H-Labelle

City of New Bedford, DP!
Commissioner

1105 Shawmut Avenue’

New Bedford, Massachusetts 02746

Jeffrey Osuch

Town Executive

Town Hall, 48 Center Street
Fairhaven, Massachusetts 02719

Steve Fluegel .

Project Manager, New Bedford —
" Fairhaven Hurricane Barrier

40 Academy Drive

P.O.Box 1555
- Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts 02532-1555

Cynthia Catri

Senior Enforcement Counsel

EPA Region 1, Suite 100, OES04-2
5 Post Office Square

Boston, Mas'sachusetts 02176

Chet H. Meyers, PE, LSP
Apex Companies, LLC
125 Broad Street, 57 Floor -
Boston, Massachusetts 02110

Bill White'

Director, Offshore Wind Sector Development
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center

55 Summer Street, Sth Floor

‘Boston, Massachusetts 02110

Larry Davis —- USACE NAE - OPS



Catri, Cindy S0

From: Lederer, Dave -

Sent: ’ Friday, March 08, 2013 9:05 AM

To: Brill, Larry

Cc: Stanley, Elaine; Cianciarulo, Robert; Catri, Cindy; paul.craffey@state.ma.us
Subject: . FW: USACE Acceptance Letter - Clarification (UNCLASSIFIED)

FYI

Corps clarification on acceptance of blasting at NBMCT.

----- Original Message-----

From: Bachand, Michael L NAE [mailto:Michael.L. Bachand@usace army.mil]
Sent: Friday, March 08, 2013 8:54 AM

To: Lederer, Dave . ..

Cc: 'Bill White'; 'Chet Myers'; Michalak, Scott C NAE

Subject: RE: USACE Acceptance Letter - Clarification (UNCLASSIFIED)

-~

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Lederer,

I am writing to c¢larify USACE's position as stated in March 1, 2013 letter with respect to
the maximum dredge depth. USACE's review was focused on two aspects: (1) slope stability of
the dredged area directly adjacent to the New Bedford HPS and (2) blastlng effects on the New
Bedford HPS. , :

\
14

The slope stability evaluations that we reviewed evaluated a maximum dredge elevation of -20
(MLLW) in the area-directly adjacent to the New Bedford HPS system. The evaluation stated
the area with a maximum dredge elevation of -32 (MLLW) is outside the area of influence from
a slope stability perspective and therefore not'a concern. The dredge elevation of -20
(MLLW) referenced in the March 1, 2013 letter is relevant to USACE because of its proximity
to the barrier and potential slope stability impacts.

The blasting evaluation that was performed is a function of the distance from the New Bedford
HPS and not directly connected to the maximum dredge elevation of -32 (MLLW). USACE
understands that blasting activities would occur in the area's needed to .achieve a dredge
elevation of -32 (MLLW).. The elevation -32 (MLLW) dredge area is accounted for in the
blasting evaluation because the distances measured from the barrier and used in the
evaluation encompass the footprint of the elevation -32 (MLLW) dredge area. Therefore, USACE
does not have any objections with the dredge elevation of -32 (MLLW) as currently shown on
the drawings (referenced in item "c" of our March 1, 2013 letter).

Should you have any questions pleaée don't hesitate to contact me directly.

/

Regards,

Michael L. Bachand, P.E. N .
Levee Safety Program Manager

United States Army Corps of Engineers
New England District :
696 Virginia Road

Concord, Massachusetts 01742

Office: 978.318.8075


mailto:Michael.L.BachandQusace.army.mill

Cell: 978.551.1656

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

\

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NCNE

{



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
696 VIRGINIA ROAD
CONCORD MA 01742-2751

September 5, 2013
Englneenng/PIanmng Division _ ‘
Geotechmcal/Water Resources Branch’ )

Ms. Elaine Stanley

EPA Cleanup Project Manager

Office of Site Remediation and Restoration
EPA Region 1

Post Office Square :

Boston, Massachusetts 02109-3912

Dear Ms. Stanley:

This letter is in regards to the proposed New Bedford Marine Commerce
Terminal adjacent to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) federally constructed
New Bedford Hurricane Shore Protection (HSP) System in the C|ty of New Bedford,
Massachusetts. .

The proposed project will construct a multiuse marine facility within the limits of
New Bedford harbor and directly adjacent to the federally constructed New Bedford
HSP System. Construction of the facility may require.the use of blasting techniques to
remove bedrock required to achieve a maximum proposed draft depth of Elevation of - .
20 ft (MLLW) in and area (Area 1) directly adjacent to the New Bedford HPS System
and Elevation -32 ft (MLLW) in areas (Area 2 & 3) closer to the marine terminal. The
proposed blasting is in close proximity to the New Bedford HSP and thus USACE
requested design analysis to address concerns to liquefaction and general blastlng
impacts to HSP System and therefore was the sole focus of USACE'’s review.

USACE issued an acceptance Ietter dated March 1, 2013, for the proposed work.
After the initial acceptance letter was issued, additional test borings were performed and -
a Contractor was selected. The test borings indicated additional rock excavation would
be required and the Contractor’s work plan required modifications to the original biasting
‘evaluation. Apex Companies, LLC performed additional evaluations that showed larger
allowable charge weights could be used while still meeting or exceeding the m|n|mum
requured safety factors.

The USACE New England Dlstrlct in accordance W|th guidance and Title 33
United States Code Section 408 (33 USC 408) requirements, reviewed the information
supplied in the following documents:

a.. Vibration Monitoring Plan titled “Vibration Mon/tonng Plan for the Hurricane
Shore Protection. (HSP) System New Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal’

.

s

e
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[ .

prepared by Apex Companies LLC and GE| Consultants dated, June 19,
2013, Revised August 29, 2013, - : ‘

b. For Construction I5roject Specifications titled “New Bedford Marine
Commerce Terminal, Contract No. MACEC-FY13-001NB ” prepared by Apex.
Companies LLC, dated December 5, 2012 received via Fedex on February 8,

. 2013. - .

c. For Construction Design Drawings titled “New Bedford Marine Commerce
Terminal, Contract No. MACEC-FY13-001NB " prepared by Apex Companies
LLC, dated December 2012, received via Fedex on February 6, 2013.

UéACE has no o'bjections to the proposed\ revised blasting evaluation and
blasting program and provides the following comments:

. No blasting shall occur a minimum of 3-days before a hurricane or
srgnrfrcant coastal storm that potentially would requwe gate closures is forecasted
to potentially impact the northeast coastline.

. Any damages to the HSP System or appurtenant Components by
the activities described above must be |mmed|ately repaired to the satisfaction of
USACE.

. The issuance of this acceptance letter does not relieve Apex

Companies LLC, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or the United States
Environmental Protection Agency from its obligation to obtain any other federal,
state, or local approvals or permits as may be required for this project, mcIudrng
but not llmlted to Section 10 and Section 404 permits. ~

e - - Any changes or amendments to the above referenced contract
documents or drawings shall be submitted to USACE for acceptance prior to
implementation. Additionally, USACE reserves the nght to require any and all
project submittals for review and acceptance

. Within 45 days of completion of the blasting program, Apex
Companies LLC, shall furnish the District Engineer with two complete hard copy
sets and ane electronic copy (PDF format) of all blasting reports and evaluations
and any other pertinent information requested by the USACE, signed and sealed
by a professional engineer/land surveyor. All verticat data shall be in North
American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 88). All post dredged elevations and
areas should also be provided on “As-Built” drawings in relation to the HSP.

J
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Be assured that USACE holds life and publlc safety paramount with regards to
protecting the communities behind the New Bedford HPS System: Should you have
~ - any further questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me, at (978) 318-8220 or
Mlchael Bachand at (978) 318-8075.

—

' Sincerely,

, arles P. Samaris
~~~ Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Engineer

Copy Furnished:

Ronald H Labelle

City of New Bedford, DPI
Commissioner

1105 Shawmut Avenue ' ' L

New Bedford, Massachusetts 02746 f A
Jeffrey Osuch

Town Executive - :

Town Hall, 48 Center Street .

Fairhaven, Massachusetts 02719 :

Steve Fluegel

Project Manager, New Bedford —

Fairhaven Hurricane Barrier

40 Academy Drive

P.O.Box 1555 '
- Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts 02532-1555

Cynthia Catri

Senior Enforcement Counsel

_EPA Region 1, Suite 100, OES04-2
’5 Post Office Square

Boston, Massachusetts 02176 ~ -

Chet H. Meyers, PE, LSP

~ Apex Companies, LLC . :
125 Broad Street, 5" Floor L )
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 '



Bill White v :
Director, Offshore Wind Sector Development
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center -

55 Summer Street, 9th Floor

Boston, Massachusetts 02110

Larry Davis — USACE NAE - OPS



| EPA s.Second Modlflcatlon to the Final Determlnatlon for
the South Terminal Project
New Bedford State Enhanced Remedy

Appendix B
EPA Letter to the Commonwealth dated April 18, 2013
contaml,ng conditions for expanded dredging to protect
aquatic species -~



S UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL-PROTECTION. AGENCY

4;!\"0”""'\'&'

e % - REGION |
UL S | FIVE POST OFFICE SQUARE — SUITE 100
o BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02103-5912;

April 18,2013

Chnstme Vaccaro

- Section 7. Coordmator ‘
Nauonal Manne Frshenes Semce
Northeast Reg10nal Office
Protected Resources Division,
55 Great Republic Drive ,
Gloucester, MA 01930-2276

Re:New Bedford Harbor-South Teririinal Project
Dear Ms. Vaccaro" o

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has requested a modxﬁcatxon to. EPA’s Final,
Determination Documéit on. the; ‘proposed marine South. Terminal Project in New
Bedford Harbor; The. Commonwealth seeks EPA’s approva.l to allow expanded. dredgmg
of approxrmately 6 acres; beyond what EPA. approved in the Final. Deterrmnatlon and 10
allow blastrng for rock removal. EPA intends to.approve these proposed project
modtﬁcanons with. condmons, as; dlscussed further. below. The intent’ of this.letter is to
re-initiate consultatron under Sectron 7 of the Endangered Specres Act of 1973, as
amended and prov1de‘ ur, b1olog1cal assessment and conclusrons regardmg potentral
effects;of the pro_]ect tmodification .o th the Atlantrc Stuxgeon EPA’s November 19, 2012
Final Determmatlon specrﬁcally contemplated the need to re—1mt1ate consultatlon in the

Propbse‘d PrOJectiModlﬁcatlons .

The Commonwealth has provrded addrtronal documentatron on the size of vessels that
.may.use the port.s and thus has requested to. expand the- dredge footprmt of:the proj ect.'
‘The approach channel to the. tenmnalswrll be expanded in width by50 feet: Thrs
:expansion-y wrll occur.on, the. western edge- of the, proposed channel (Flgure 1) The
Commonwealth will expand the deep draft. bexthmg area 200 feet to. the north (Figure 2).
In addmon, the Commonwealth proposesto-use blasttng asa method for removal of rock
in the terminal area. The potennal impacts associated with’ blastmg, as well as other rock

! The Commonwealth has also commltted to funding the additional dredging.and" accomplishing if at the
same time.as the, rest-of the project..ifr contrast:with.its.original proposal thereby.addressing concerns.about
the:speculative nature: of the original proposal


http:accomplishing.it

removal technigues; car be evaluated baséd on the:November 15, 2012:acoustic modeling,
report prepared by JASCO Applied Sciences, which describes peak pressure-level and
impact level thresholds of explosive charges up'to 50 pounds. EPA. received this- report
from the Commonwealth on November 16, 2012 and we prov1ded itto your ofﬁce on

January 17, 2013.

Atlantic Stu'rgeon

There have been no recorded sightings of Atlantic Sturgeon in New Bedford Harbor.
Atlantic sturgeon have been known to utilize the nearby Taunton River for spawning. It
is our understanding from discussions with NMFS that sturgeon eggs, larvacand
juveniles are not expected to oceur within New Bedford Harbor, but sub-adult-and adult
sturgeon could use the area for foraging. If sturgeon. did use New Bedford Ha:bor, it
-would most likely be from March, to November. '

In-Water Activities that Could Impact Atlantic Sturgeon
Dredging

;;;;;;

of the seafloor. 2 Dredgmg is-proposed to begm in April. and continue for: about 7'‘months.
Thus, dredging will occur durmg the time of year when Atlantic: stu:geon could be

present. :

e

“To mitigate potetitial 1mpacts to Atlantlc stu:geon and other ﬁshery resou:ces;'EPA w:l[
require the following measures;

1.° The use of ‘an environmerital bucket for dredging of ﬁne(grmned materials;
2. The 1mplementatlon of turbldxry momtonng with:action lévels, Wthh may
- trigger the use'of' §ilt curtains orother: engineering ‘controls;’ '
3. "The us# of 4 Series‘of barriers’ that will form thie basis of a*fish exclusion
‘systent around-the project area. “The:Commonwealth'will eréct'silt bartiers
. that will be-anchored to the bottom and build a bubble cuftaiii to'éncircle the
projectarea. In. addition, weir.rets will be deployed outside of these bartiers:
to provide a. second obstacle to benthic fish movement: ‘These- ﬁsh exclusion
devices will be deployed pnor to construction-begins:in- January and will
: fémarn’in place until Jope 15" to protect-winter flounder spawmng, ‘and
4. A fish monitoring prograim Wwill be: msumted for the project area’during the -
period of tirie when the. fish excluswn devicés-are in'place. On: aeweekly
basis, the Commonwealth will momtor for the presence’ of fish in thé project
area. Iffish are present; mulnple ‘fish startle* systems will be deployed in’ an
attempt to get the: ﬁsh to ‘move: out of the prOJect area_ Co

2This additional acreage: mcludes a small -ammount of dredgmg (0:22 acres) that may. be necessary for
expansion of CAD cell #3. : o




Blasting . .

. v b, ot ahea o A ;w..;‘\"’: L - PO PR . .. -
‘Based o our revigW, of JASCO’s dcoustic miodeling report and other mformation.in the
record, our'conclusions are summarized below: ' ’

1. Poténtidl acoustic impécts Fom explosive charges,< 50 pounds would be
primarily limited to behavioral (avoidance) effects. S

2. Blasting tesults.in a larger area-0f.a potential impact zone than other rock

~ removal techniques. :

3. Potential acoustic impacts can be expected to be limited to an area
surrounding the projéct site that represents less than approximately 1/3 of the
cfoss-sectional area of the river. This leaves ample room for fish passage.

4. From the inifiation of construction in January through June 15,2 large

perceitagé-of the'zoneof potentia] acoustic impact will already bé blocked off
with fish exclusion devices (silt curtains, bubble:curtains and fish weirs)
designied to keep benthic fish out of the project zone. A fish startle system
will also be available for deployment if necessary to-keep fishout of the
project zone. During that period-of time, sturgeon will be physically shiclded
from a large part of the area that could cause them harm.

5. Bubble curtains can be employed as an efféctive means ‘of minimizing the
potential area-of impact:

EPA will include the following conditions in its approval that will minimize potential
impacts from blasting. First and foremost, EPA will require that blasting be limited-to a
charge of no greater than'50 pounds. This condition will be necessary to protect the,
hutricane batrier and also will serve to limit potential impacts on the Atlantic sturgeori..

Second, EPA will'requite the Cotmmonwealth to have an adequate fish deterrent system
(somé combination:of siltand bubble curtains and fish weirs) in place and properly
functioning 24 hours prior to blasting, The fish deterrent system shall stay in place for
the duration of all blasting activities. EPA will require monitoring for the ‘preserice of
fish in the projected impact zong, immediately prior t0 the' initiation of blasting. If fish
are detected within the impact zone, the fish startle system will be deployed in an attempt
to move fish out of the area. After a blasting event is completed, the Comnmonwealth will
monitor the area within-and neat the impact zone looking for fish that may have been
injured or killed. Dead of injured fish will be enumerated and sorted by species and the:
information will be reported to EPA.

Conclusion’

EPA has reviewed the réquest for-additional dredging and has conicluded that while it

may affect the Atlantic sturgeon, it isunlikely to adversely- affect the species-either-on its
own or when combined with the other dredging impacts associated with this project, due
in large part to the limited presence of the stirgeon in the-area and the mitigative
‘measures that will be emiployed.

=



With respect to blasting, EPA has reviewed the acoustic modeling report and discussed it
with NMFS. Based.on the available information, EPA concludes;that, although the
proposed blasting has the. potentlal toaffect the Atlanuc sturgeon the pro_]ect is: unhkely
to adversely affect the species due.in la:ge part to the l1m1ted presence of the sturgéon in
the area and the mitigative measures:that will be employed “If you have'any guestions
on this lettez; please contact me at. (617D, 918-1 506 o

L

PR

Sincerely,

Plul Colarusso, Marme Blolo,,lst
Coastal’ and Ocean, Protectxon Secnon

co: Gaty Davis, Mas§EOEA - -
Paul Diodati, Mass DMF C o
. Kathryn Ford, Mass DMF I

* EPA.is also considering whether to include additional conditions on b]astmg pursuant to other apphcable
statutes, ‘but we believe that the:conditions identified above are sufficient to ‘support;our conclusion under
thie ESA that blasting is not likely to.adversely affect the Atlantic sturgeon. ’ -

4
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Revised Water Quality Performance Standards*'

I Introdliction

1. These Water Quality Performance Standards (“Performance Standards™) shall apply tothe
South Terminal Project as defined by EPA’s Final Determination for the South Terminal
Project issued on November 19, 2012, as modified by EPA’s Second Modification for the
South Terminal Project issued in September 2013.x

2. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is the lead agency for the State Enhanced Remedy

- work, and has a designated State Enhanced Remedy Project Manager (“SER PM”).

3. Pursuant to the Memorandum of Agreemerit entered into between EPA and the
Commonwealth in 2005 relative to the New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy, the
SER PM shall continue to coordinate with the Regulatory Agencies for this South Terminal
Project. In addition, to ensure consistency with EPA’s Final Determination for the South
Terminal Project, EPA shall have review and approval authonty as described in these
Water Quallty Performance Standards. ‘

4. No modifications may be made to these Water Quality Performance Standards without prior
written agreement of EPA. ‘

5. Inthe event ofa conﬂlct between these Perfonnance Standards and the Final M1t1gat1on Plan
mcluded in EPA’s Final Determmatmn the Final Mitigation Plan shall prevail.

II | MADEP 401 Water Oualltv Program Standards:A

1. Anti-degradation provisions of the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards
protect all waters, including wetlands. The Commonwealth shall ensure that all
necessary' steps are taken to assure that the proposed activities will be conducted in a
‘manner, which will avoid violations of said standards.

2, Environmental Monitor. The Commonwealth shall ensure that the contractor shall
employ an “Environmental Monitor” (EM) and that the contract requires the EM to report
directly to the SER PM and EPA. An assistant to the EM shall be hired if needed. The

- EM shall have a minimum of five (5) years .experience in wetlands protection, erosion .
and sedimentation control, water.quality monitoring, site maintenance, site drainage,
dredging operation management and general site construction. The EM shall verify the

~ placement and performance of erosion/sediment/turbidity control measures and shall
have the authority to halt construction for erosion control purposes or for other threats to

'. See end of document for description of revised provisions. -
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- public health, safety or the environment. The name and phone number(s) of the EM and
his or her ‘assistant, if needed, and back-up shall be provided to the SER PM and the "
Regulatory Agencies so that s/he may be contacted on a 24-hour basis, seven days a

. week to address any emergency situation. The EM shall be authorized to contact the SER
PM and EPA directly for any matter involving wetland protection. The EM shall submit
bi-weekly reports to the SER PM and EPA, following the commencement of construction
and continuing until complet;on of the work in resource areas. The bi-weekly reports
shall summarized, by station location, the status of construction, the condition of the site,
the weather conditions and shall report any erosion, sedimentation, discharge or pollution
problems and how they were corrected, along with recommendations on how to prevent
similar problems in the future. The EM ‘shall immediately report any erosion,
sedimentation or’ pollutlon problems to the Res1dent Engmeer(s) who shall take .
immediate steps to correct those problems.

3. Al in-w_atef work shall meet EPA’s Final Determination conditions to protect aquatic
life, including winter flounder spawning & the alewife fish run that passes through the
harbor to the Acushnet Sawmill Pond spawning area. :

4. A Storm Water Pollut1on Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the entire proj ect as requlred by
EPA’s Fifial Determination, proposing both non-structural and structural BMPs to limit
erosion & sediment laden discharge during land clearing filling and construction, shall be
prepared and submitted to the SER PM for prior review and written appfoval prior to
commencement of construction. The SWPPP shall emphasize measures to contain and -
prevent sediment laden water from being discharged from dewatenng activities from
areas within the bulkhead sheet pile that is to serve as a containment device. Further, the
SWPPP shall meet the criteria established for such plans contained in EPA’s NPDES
Construction Stormwater General Permit. All proposed dewatering shall be identified in
the site specific SWPPPs and shall not exceed the following limits when dlscharged

a. pH: pH shall be 6.5 to 8.5 for dlscharge to salt water bodies. The SWPPPs
shall identify specific measures to be taken to adjust the pH to acceptable limits
[for example, carbon dioxide (CO2) bubbllng when concrete pouring is also
occurring].

5. The Commonwealth shall ensure that the contractor shall implenient the use of silt
curtains and absorbent booms, and/or the FlSh Deterrent Program as outlined below:

a. CDF Filling: At all times of year, when ﬁlhng below Mean High Water
occurs in association with construction of the CDF, the area being filled shall
either be completely encircled with steel sheet piling, or completely encircled
with a combination of steel sheet piling and silt curtains, or completely encircled
with silt curtains. ‘ - .
1. Monitoring: Turb1d1ty mon1tor1ng must be conducted outside of and
within 15 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site located 200 feet

N
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- - from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outhned in Sect10n I1.9 must be
satisfied.

b..Compensatory Mitigatioh:*
L Intertidal and Subtldal Mitigation Cappmg at the OU-3 M1t1gat10n Area:

A At any depth and at all times of year all areas where there is
filling and capping associated with compensatory mitigation
will be completely encircled by silt' curtains and absorbent
booms for the duration of the filling and capping activity.

B. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside
of and within 15 feet from the silt curtainl and at a reference site
located 200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards '

“outlined in Section I1.9 must be satisfied.

il

2. Winter F lounder\Mitigat_ion Area: ) -

A. Only non-contaminated materials that are predominantly coarse,
sandy material may be placed within this area. This includes
dredged material from the bottom of CAD cell 3, and from the
bottom and intermediate layers of the channel, all of which are
generated by the South Terminal PI‘O_]eCt dredging.

. B. Capping activities shall only occur within the local depression
. , (depths ranged from -15 MLLW at its edges to -22 MLLW at its
S center) at'the winteér ﬂounder mitigation area.

C. OnIy scows that have a maximum bottomn draft (once full) of
between 16 and 21 feet shall be used to create this mitigation area.

‘D. Placement of material shall be limited to a period of three hours
before and after low tide for the duration of the mltlgatlon
activities.

E. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is required at a reference
- location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
" scow and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-
current from the scow. Turbidity standards outlined in Section I1.9
must be satisfied. Turbidity monitoring for this mitigation area '
shall be conducted daily to ensure that Water Qual ity
Performance standards are not exceeded.
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C. Dredgmg, Filling Capping, and Rock Removal at Depths Shallower Than
-5 Meters MLLW: In all areas where dredging, filling (except for filling below
Mean High Water associated with construction of the CDF, addressed in
"Section I1.5.a, and compensatory mitigation activities, addressed in Section .
I1.5.b.), capping, and other activities such as rock removal will occur, the
following is requ1red -

1. From January 15 through June''l 5 of any year, the Fish Deterrent
" Program (see Section I1.8 and Attachment 1) must be implemented.
. This Program requires that absorbent booms, silt curtains, bubble curtains
. .and fish weirs be erected around the work area to prevent fish, particularly
. winter flounder, from entering the work area. [Note: other Fish Deterrent
- Program requirements as specified in {Secti‘on 11.8 must also be employed. ]

A. Monitoring: Inside the silt curtain (except for areas

below Mean High Water to be filled in association with .
construction of the CDF), turbidity monitoring is required at a -
reference location estabhshed approximately 200-feet up-current
from the dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet
down-current from the dredge unless dredging is conducted within,
200 feet of the silt curtain, in which case turbidity monitoring must
be conducted outside of and within 15 feet from the silt curtain and
at a reference site located 200 feet from the silt curtain.
Turbidity standards outlined in Section I1.9 must be satisfied. -
. : . )
- 2. From June 16 through January 14 of any year, work may proceed
‘without silt curtains unless necessary to ensure compliance with turb1d1ty
standards:

A. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is required at a reference
location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-
current from the dredge. Turbldrty standards outlined in Section 9
must be satisfied.

" B. If silt curtains are deployed to ensure compliance with turbidity

~ standards, turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside-of and
within 15 feet from the silt curtain ahd at a reference site located
200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outlined in
Section 11.9 must be satisfied.

d.. Filling and Capping At Depths Equal To or Greater Than -5 Meters
MLLW: In all areas that are not already enclosed (except for filling associated
with construction of the CDF, addressed in Sectionll.5.a, and compensatory
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m1t1gat10n activities, addressed in Section I11.5.b), where filling (1nclud1ng CAD
cell cappmg) will occur, the followmg is required: *

1. From January 15 through June 15 of any year, CAD cells (including
the borrow pit) that are being filled or capped shall be ¢ompletely
encircled by silt curtains and absorbent booms for the duration of the
filling activity. .

A. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside
of and within-15 feet from the outside edge of silt curtain and at a
‘'reference site located 200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity
standards outlined in Section I1.9 must be satisfied.

2. From June 16 through January 14 of any year, CAD cell ﬁllmg and
capping may proceed without silt curtalns unless necessary to ensufe
- compliance with turbidity standards. '

A’ Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is required at a reference
location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-
current from the dredge. Turb1d1ty standards outlined in Section
I1.9 must be satisfied.

B. If silt curtains are deployed to ensure compliance with turbidity
standards, turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and
within 15 feet from the outside edge of silt curtain and at a
reference site located 200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity

- standards outlined in Section I1.9 must be satisfied.

e. Dredging At Depths Equal to or Greater than -5 Meters MLLW: In all
areas where dredging and associated activities such as rock removal will occur in
depths equal to or greater than -5 meters MLLW:

1. From /anuary 15 through June 15 of any year, silt-curtains and
absorbent booms shall be deponed to enclose all areas bemg dredged.-

- A. Monitoring: Inside the silt curtain, turbidity monitoring 1s
required at a reference location established approximately 200-feet
up-current from the dredge and at a monitoring location

- established 200-feet down-current from the dredge, unless b
dredging is conducted within 200 feet of the silt curtain, in which
.case turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and within:
15 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site located 200 feet



EPA’s Second Modification for the South Terminal Project o ' Appendix C
- New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy . - . -

from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outlined in Section I1.9
(below) must be satisfied. '

2. From June 16 through January 14 of any year, work may proceed
without silt curtains unless necessary to ensure compllance with turbidity
standards. o :
A. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is required at a reference ‘

location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-

_ current from the dredge. Turbidity standards outlined in Section
1.9 must be satisfied. '

B. If silt curtains are deployed to ensure compliance with turbidity
standards, turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and

“within 15 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site located
200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outlined in
Section I1.9 must be satisfied. \ !

6. The Commonwealth shall ensure that the contractor shall, prior to the start of any in-

" water work, submit-a plan for deployment of silt curtains, absorbent booms, fish weirs

and bubble curtams in accordance with Section IL.5 to SER PM and to EPA for review
and approval

7. The Commonwealth shall ensure that the contractor shall, prior to the start of any in- .
water work, submit to the SER PM and ‘to EPA for review and approval, a Contingency,
Plan, outhmng the steps that the contractor will take, should dredging, filling, capping or
rock removal activities cause an exceedance of the Water Quality Monitoring criteria
outlined within these Performance Standards (see Section 11.9). At a minimum, the
Contingency Plan shall include measures that may be undertaken by the contractor to
reduce turbidity such as reduction of the rate of operations, use of silt curtains and -
absorbent booms, alternate dredging and capping methodologies, and the  total halt of
operations. The Contingency Plan shall also include a provision that if the deployment of
silt-curtains and absorbent booms cannot be implemented in accordance with Section I1.5

 during the period of time from January 15 to June 15 of any year, work in the arca may
not begin untrl June 16 of that year and the SER PM and EPA shall be notified.

8. Fish Deterrent Program — A Fish Deterrent Program in accordance’ with the Fish
Deterrent Plan in Attachment 1 shall be implemented for any work conducted within
waters shallower than -5 Mean Lower Low Water between January 15" and June 15" of
any year. If the Fish Deterrent Program is not 1mp1emented in an area shallower than -5

. Mean Lower Low Water prior to January 15" of any year, work in the area may not begin
until June 16™ of that year. Proposed modifications to the Fish Deterrent Plan must be
submitted to the SER PM and to EPA for revrew
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9. Water Quality Monitoring Schedule and Methods
{
a. When in-water work is contazned wzthzn a szlt-curtazned area in accordance
with Section IL.5, the following water-quality monitoring program shall be carried
out daily for the first three days of activities .commencing and once a week
thereafter and during those times when dewatering activities are ongomg from the
CDF ﬁlhng operation:
K
1. Turbldlty shall be measured using an optrcal backscatter sensor at both
the reference and monitoring. locations, ‘at established depths: near the.
water’s surface, at the mid-point of the water column and near the bottom.
The three 'values obtained shall be ‘averaged, such that a single,
representative turbidity value .is calculated for the monitoring site and a -
- single, representative value is calculated for the reference site.

2. Turbidity shall be measured at both the monitoring and reference site
pr10r to the start of dredging, and once every two hours durmg dredging.

3 'An exceedance of the project turbidity standard shall be attr1buted to
project activities when the average turbidity at the monitoring site exceeds
the average reference site turbidity plus the perrmssrble turbldlty increase, as
outlined in the followmg table: , :

Reference Site Turbidity (NTUs) “Permissible Turbidity Increase Over
) : : ' Reference
<10 . ' ’ 20 NTUs
11-20 ‘ , T 15 NTUs
>21 R - 30% of reference

‘4. If, in two consecutive monitoring events, the average turbidity at the -
monitoring site exceeds the average turbidity at the reference site by more
than the permissible turbidity increase, then water samples, composited over
the entire water column, from both the monitoring and reference sites shall
‘be collected and submitted for analysis of Total Suspended Solids, total and -

_dissolved PCBs, and total metals for arsenic, cadmium, copper, chromium,
lead, mercury, nickel, and zinc. 'When samples are submitted to the
laboratory, a 36-hour turn-round time shall be requested. Additionally, the
Commonwealth shall ensure that its contractor takes operational action(s)
designed to limit such exceedances (as outlined within the approved
Contractor’s Contingency Plan, see Section II. 7) such as increasing the
dredge cycle ‘time, inspection and any necessary repair of the silt curtains,
deployment of an additional row of silt curtains or other mitigation
measures. Turbidity monitoring shall continiie on the schedule outlined in
Section II. 9 a until cornphance is reestabhshed
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5. 1If compliance cannot be reestablished within 48 hours, in-water work

shall cease and the SER' PM and EPA, in consultation with the

- Environmental Monitor and the Commonwealth’s contractorS .and/or

consultants, shall review the operational actions undertaken, the results. of’

the analyses of the water samples and evaluate the biological significance of

;o o the available data. EPA, in consultation with the SER PM and ‘the
' ' Environmental Monitor, shall have final authority to determme the
requlrements for additional m1t1gat10n if any. ’

L6, In the event the exceedence occurs during an act1v1ty and in an area in

| " x - which silt curtains are required from January 15 through June 15 in

‘ "~ accordance with Section IL.5, if all additional mitigation measures exercised

in accordance with Section II.7, and compliance cannot be reestablished

within 48 hours of the implementation of the additional mitigation measures,

the work shall stop and may not resume ‘again until June 16, unless the

. Commonwealth can demonstrate to the satisfaction of EPA that it has

instituted measures sufficient to reestablish compliance and EPA concurs
that Work may proceed Wlth such measures.

b. When in-water work is not conducied within-a silt curtain area in accordance with
. Section I1.5 the following water-quality monitoring program shall be carried out daily
for the first three days of activities commencmg and twice a week thereafter and
during those times When dewatermg act1v1t1es are ongoing from the CDF ﬁllmg '
' operation:

1 ‘Turbidity shall be measured, using an optical backscatter sensor, at both
the reference location and the monitoring location, at established depths:
near the water’s surface, at the mid-point of the water column and near the
bottom. The three depth values obtained shall be averaged, such that a
" single, representative turbidity value is calculated for the reference location
and a single, representative turbidity value is calculated for the momtormg
location. - '

2. Turbidity shall be measured at both the reference location and the
~ monitoring site (see Section II.5) prior:to- ‘the- start of dredging, and once
" every two hours of dredglng

3. An exceedance of the project turbidity standard shall be attributed to
project activities when the average turbidity at the .monitoring site exceeds

' the reference site turbidity plus the permissible turbldlty increase, as
outlined in the following table: '

- Réference. Site Turbidity (NTUS) -| ~ Permissible Turbidity Increase Over
' B S & Reference
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<10 A  20NTUs

11-20 . : 15 NTUs
21-30 ) ~ 10NTUs
>31 30% of reference

4. If, in two consecutive monitoring events, the average turbidity at the
monitoring site exceeds the average turbidity at the reference site plus the -
permissible turbidity increase, then water samples, :composited over the
entire water column, from both the reference site and the monitoring site
shall be collected and submitted for analysis of Total Suspended Solids,
total and dissolved PCBs, and total metals for arsenic, cadmium, copper,
chromium, lead, mercury, nickel, and zinc. When samples are submitted to
the laboratory, a 36-hour turn-round time shall be requested. Additionally,
the Commonwealth shall ensure that its contractor takes operational
action(s) designed ‘to limit such exceedences (as outlined within the
approved Contractor’s Contingency Plan, see Section IL 7), such as

" -increasing the dredge cycle time, deployment of silt curtains, inspection and
any necessary repair of the silt curtains, deployment of an additional row of
silt curtains or other mitigation measures. Turbidity monitoring shall
continue on the schedule outlined in Section I1.9.b.iii, until compliance is
reestablished. " -

5. If. comphance cannot be reestablished w1th1n 48 hours, in- water Work
shall cease and the SER PM and EPA, in consultation with the
Commonwealth’s contractors. and/or - consultants, shall review the
operational actions undertaken, the results of the analyses of the water
samples and evaluate the biological significance of the available data. 'EPA,
in consultation with 'the SER PM, shall have final approval to determine the
requirements for additional mitigation, if any.

10. Dredging of céntaminated, silty sedi_ment'shall be done using a closed,
environmental, clamshell bucket. Where pilings or other debris are found to interfere
with environmental bucket closure or equipment operation, a conventional clamshell
bucket may be used to extract the pilings/debris. . Sediment removal during piling/debris
removal shall be minimized to the greatest extent practicable. Should dredging with the
environmental bucket become infeasible or unsuccessful, such dredging must halt and the
SER PM and EPA must be notified. EPA, in consultation with the SER PM, must
approve any contaminated sediment dredging not using the environmental bucket before
such dredging may recommence. The contractor must continue to meet the project Water
Quality Standard Performance Standards when an alternate dredging method is used. '

11. Water discharged from the barge shall be appreciably free of suspended sediment
and meet the water quality criteria established in Section I1.9. Any free liquid flowing
from the barge in the harbor shall be passed through a sand media filter or equivalent
filtration system (which must be approved by the-SER PM) prior to discharge. .
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12. The SER PM 'and EM shall be responsible for anticipating the need for and
installation of additional erosion/sediment/turbidity controls and shall have the authority,
subject to EPA review and approval to require additional control measures to protect the

. resource areas beyond what is shown on the plans, if field conditions- or professronal

judgment dictate that additional protectlon is necessary.

13. Within 30 days of the complet1on of all dredglng, all bathymetrlc surveys of the - ‘
dredge footprmt shall be sent to the SER PM and EPA.

\

MADEP Chapter 91 Waterways Standards |

1.

Acceptance of these. Waterways Conditions shall constitute ‘an agreement by the '
Commonwealth to ensure its contractors conform to all terms and conditions herein.

. Within 90 days after complet1on of the authorrzed South Terminal Project work, the
. Commonwealth shall require its contractors to furnish to the SER PM a suitable plan

showing the depths at mean low water over all filled (except areas filled above Mean
High Tide) and dredged areas. Dredging shall be conducted so as to cause no
unnecessary obstruction of the free passage of vessels, and care shall be taken to
cause no shoaling. If, however, any shoaling is caused, the Commonwealth shall at
its expense, remove the shoal areas. The Commonwealth shall pay all costs of
supervision, and if at any tirhe the SER PM deems necessary a survey or surveys of
the filled and dredged areas, the Commonwealth shall pay all costs associated with
such work. -

The Commonwealth shall erisure that its contractor shall, at least three business days
prior to the commencement of any dredging and filling in tide water, give written
notice to the SER PM and EPA of the time, locatron and amount of the proposed

work,

IV Special Waterways Conditions

1.

Dredgcd materral shall be transported to suitable disposal facilities; unregulated
dumpmg of dredge materials is not permitted. - -

. The Commonwealth shall develop and implement a Navigation Plan to address and
. mitigate temporary impacts to navigation during dredging and filling activities.

- The Comrnonwealth shall provide and maintain in good WOrking’ order appropriate

United States Coast Guard (USCG) approved nav1gat10n aids to assist mariners in

'avmdmg work areas as requlred by the USCG

10
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4. The -Commonwealth " shall maintain vehjcular access to water-dependent users
throughout : construction activities, As ‘part of the final design plan, the
Commonwealth shall ensure it describes the means by which the public shall provide
reasonable measure to provide on-foot public passage consistent with the need to
avoid undue interference with the water-dependent uses of the project.

5. The Commonwealth shall remove and properly dispose of all temporary structures no
later than three (3) months after completion of the dewatering and amendment of the
sediments. Temporary structures are defined as berms and dikes; lime silo;
dewatering tanks, erosion and sediment control systems, pipes, fish weirs, bubble
curtains, and siltation curtains. :

*Revisions made'Scptcmbcr 2013:
Page 1: Title revised; Section L.1. reviscd tc; include EPA’s Second Modification. )
_Page 3: Section I1.5.b. revised to eliminate use of silt curtains in Winter Flounder Mitigation Area and to include additional mitigation .
measures for Wiﬁlcr Flounder Mitigation Area. A

A

Page 4: Section I1.5.d. first paragraph clarified.

11
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First Modification to November 19, 2012'TSCAV § 761.61(c) Determination for
New Bedford South Terminal Marine Facility

In its November 19, 2012 Toxic Substances Control Act 40 CFR § 761.61(c) Determination
(November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination), EPA found that disposal of PCB-contaminated

—$sediments containing less than (<) 50 parts per m11110n (ppm) into CAD cell #3 and removal of
greater than (>) 25 ppm with cappmg of léss than or equal to (<) 25 ppm PCB-contaminated soils
on certain upland areas would not pose an unreasonable risk to human health or the environment
provided certain conditions were met. This November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination was based
on information set forth in the Administrative Record for the New Bedford South Terminal
Project. _ . ‘

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, through the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, (the
Commonwealth) has submitted a request for a modification to the November 19, 2012 TSCA
Determination to include removal of an additional 11,000 cubic yards of PCB-contaminated
sediments from the channel with disposal of these sediments into CAD cell #3. Documents dated
March 7, 2013 and March 20, 2013, as clarified on May 14, May 15, and July 10, 2013 were
provided in support of this requested modification. Specifically, 2,500 cubic yards of
PCB-contaminated sediments would be generated during expansion of the deep draft area 200 feet
to the north; and, 8,500 cubic yards of PCB-contaminated sediments would be generated during
expansion of the channel 50 feet to the west. In its request, the Commonwealth has indicated that
inclusion of these additional sediments into CAD cell #3 would not require further expansion of
CAD cell #3 as the additional capacity would be generated by self-compression of the sediments
within CAD cell #3, and that CAD cell #3 would be reconﬁgured to be smaller (from 8.54 to 8.29
acres) and deeper (from -45 MLLW to -60 MLLW).! Maps showing the proposed expansion
areas to be dredged are attached as Attachments 1 and 2 to this First Modification to November 19,
2012 TSCA § 761.61(c) Determination for New Bedford South Terminal Marine Facility (“the
Modified TSCA Determination™). ,

In addition, the Commonwealth has submitted a request for a modification to the

November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination to increase the final maximum PCB concentration
allowed onsite in upland areas depicted on Attachment 3 to this Modification from < 25 ppm to
< 50 ppm and inclusion of the area depicted as the “Radio Tower Property (Potential TSCA
Expansion Area)” on Attachment 3. The Commonwealth also requested that confirmatory
sampling be eliminated following the removal of all upland soil and sediment with > 50 ppm
PCBs. Documents dated August 30, 2013, September 16, September 23, and September 25,

A

! Table 1 in the Final Determination reflects 27,000 ‘cubic yards of PCB-contaminated sediment generated from the
“Top of CAD cell #3” to be disposed in CAD cell #2; however, this volume was based on a 6.3 acre CAD cell #3
which was less than the authorized 8.54 acre CAD cell #3 in the Final Determination (calculat1ons at that time did not
include the sizing of CAD cell #3 required to accommodate the authorized federal channel dredging). The smaller
reconfiguration of CAD cell #3 to 8.29 acres results in a decrease of 1,100 cubic yards of PCB-contaminated sediment
(from 8,000 cubic yards as depicted in Table 1 of the Final Deterrmnatron to 6,900 cubic yards) that will be disposed
of in CAD cell #2 as depicted in the “Top of CAD #3 Expansion” Revised Table | in the Second Modification to the
Final Determination.

1
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2013, (see Attachment 4) were provided in support of this requested modification. -

: : - ’ ‘ R 4
On April 19, 2013 the Commonwealth requested a waiver of the requirement that silt curtains
encircle the winter flounder mitigation creation area based on public safety concerns and offered
" an alternate plan to control turbidity during implementation of the mitigation work. (See further
discussion of this request in Section IV of the Second Modification to the Final Determination.)
After reviewing the Commonwealth’s request, as well as all docurhentation supporting that
request, EPA by letter dated May 15, 2013, modified Section I1.5.b of the Water Quality _
Performancé Standards to waive the requirement for the use of silt curtains at the winter flounder
mitigation creation area when there is filling and capplng associated with compensatory mitigation
as long as the conditions set out in that letter aré met. A copy of the Revised Water Quality
Performance Standards is attached as Attachmiént 5 to this Modification.

Consistent with TSCA 40 CFR § 761.61(c) I have reviewed these documents regarding the -
proposed work and have determined that disposal of these additional < 50 ppm PCB-contaminated
sediments into CAD cell #3 and onsite disposal of upldnd soils with identified PCB concentrations

- <50 ppm in the TSCA Det¢rmination Area depicted on Attachment 5 of the November 19, 2012
TSCA Determination (see Attachment 6) will not pose an unreasonable risk to human health or the
environment pr0V1ded the following conditions are met:

1. Unless otherwise modified below by this Modified TSCA D\etermination, continuing
compliance with all conditions contained in the November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination
(Appendix J(1) of the Final Determination). :

2. Identified PCB-contaminated soils with greater than or equal to () 50 ppm shall be
excavated and disposed off-site at a TSCA-approved disposal facility or a RCRA
“hazardous waste landfill in accordance with § 761.61(a)(5)(1)(B)(2)(iii). Confirmatory -
sampling shall not be required provided the results of the additional sampling to be
conducted as directed by EPA (see Attachment 7) confirms the existing PCB
concentrations shown on Attachment 4 are representative of 31te condltlons for the DGA-1
through DGA-8 areas. ) a

3. PCB cleanup of the Area 1 “hot spot” as shown on Attachment 8, shall be conducted in
accordance with the November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination unless (1) the additional
sampling or soil/sediment removal to be conducted as directed by EPA (see Attachment 7)
confirms the till layer below the PCB-contaminated soil/sediment 1§'< 50 ppm; or (2) the
soil/sediments are excavated to bedrock or, if found, the bottom of the concrete structure.

) )

4. Awork plan shall be submitted that details the excavation plan to remove the identified
> 50 ppm soil/sediment located within TSCA Determination Area as identified on
Attachment 5 of the November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination and Attachment 6 to this
Modified TSCA Determination. The work plan shall include the results of all sampling
conducted within the DGA-1 through DGA-8 areas and the Area 1 “hot spot”. - In the
event that EPA determines that the data does not support that the previously collected PCB

2
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concentrations are representative of site conditions, the Commonwealth shall propose for
EPA review and approval, an alternative cleanup plan to address the PCB contamination at
the site. , ‘

5. The Commonwealth shall submit a work plan for preventing migration of potential
PCB-contaminated surface soils onto the site from the adjacent properties located along the
northern property boundary of the site. Any maintenance requirements for this control
shall be incorporated into the long-term monitoring plan (LTMP) for the site.

EPA does not have sufficient information to make a determination on the “Radio Tower Property
(Potential TSCA Expansion Area)” as shown on Attachment 3. Therefore, this Modified TSCA
Determination does not include this area. In the event that the Commonwealth acquires
ownership of all or a portion of this property and provides information indicating that PCB
concentrations are present at > 1 ppm on this property, a proposed cleanup plan in accordance with
40 CFR Part 761 shall be submitted to EPA for review and approval.
This Modification to the November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination is based on the information
contained in the March 7, 2013, March 20, 2013, as clarified in the May 14, May 15, and July 10,
2013 submissions, and the August 30, September 16, Septemiber 23, and September 25, 2013
submissions. Any proposed change(s) to work described in these submissions shall be provided
to EPA. Upon review, EPA may find it necessary to revise this Modification to the November 19,
2012 TSCA Determination or issuc a new or further modified TSCA determlnatlon based on the
proposed change(s). :

“AlngufmmuMs W\%@v 09/20]13 :

James T@wens I ‘ Date
Director, Office of Site Remediation & Restoration

Attachment 1:. Map of Deep-Draft Berth Area Expénsion
Attachment 2:  Map of Charinel Width-Expansion Area
Attachment 3:  Map of Proposed TSCA Determination Upland Area
Attachment 4:  Seven (7) Maps of PCB Sample Locations and Concentrations
Attachment 5: Revised Water Quality Performance Standards
Attachment 6:  TSCA Determination Area Attachment 5 to November 19,2012 TSCA
,' Determination
Attachment 7:  Additional Sampling for DGA-1 through DGA- 8 areas and Area 1 “hot spot”
Attachment 8:  Area 1 “hot spot”
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EPA’s Second Modification for the South Terminal Project . Appendix C
New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy : '

Revised Water Quality Performance Standards*

I Introduction

1.

H

These Water Quality Performance Standards (“P-erforman'ce Stande.rds”) shall apply to the

~ South Terminal Project as defined by EPA’s Final Determination for the South Terminal
" Project issued on November19, 2012, as modified by EPA’s Second Modification for the

South Terminal Project issued in September 2013.* .
r ) l

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is the lead agency for the State Enhanced Remedy
work, and has a designated State Enhanced Remedy Project Manager (“SER PM™).

Pursuant to the Memorandum of Agreement entered into between EPA and the
Commonwealth in 2005 relative to the New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy, the
SER PM shall continue to coordinate with the Regulatory Agencies for this South Terminal
Project. In addition, to ensure consistency with EPA’s Final Determination for the South
Terminal Project, EPA shall have review and approval authority as described in these
Water Quality Performance Standards.

No modifications may be made to these ‘Water Quality Performance Standards without prior -
written agreement of EPA.

;o

. In the event of a conflict between these Performance Standards and the Final Mitigation Plan .

included in EPA’s Final Determination, the Final Mitigation Plan shall prevail.

MADEP 401 Wateirr Quality Program Standards:

1. Anti-degradation provisions of the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality étanda.rds

protect all waters, including wetlands. The Commonwealth shall ensure that all
necessary steps are taken to assure that the proposed activities will be conducted in a
manner, which will avoid violations of said standards. ‘

2. Environmental Monitor. The Commonwealth shall ensure that the, contractor shall

employ an “Environmeéntal Monitor” (EM) and that the contract requires the EM to report
directly to the SER PM and EPA. An assistant to the EM shall be hired if needed. The
EM shall have a minimum of five (5) years experience in wetlands protection, erosion
and sedimentation control, water ‘quality monitoring, site maintenance, site drainage,
dredging operation management and general site construction. The EM shall verify the
placement and pérformance of erosion/sediment/turbidity control measures and shall
"have the authority to halt construction for erosion control purposes or for other threats to

e

' See end of document for description of revised provisions.

it
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public health, safety or the environment. The name and phone number(s) of the EM and
his or her assistant, if needed, -and back- -up shall be provided to the SER PM and the
Regulatory Agencies so that s’he may be contacted on a 24-hour basis, seven days a
_ week to address any emergency situation. The EM shall be authorized to contact the SER
PM and EPA directly for any matter involving wetland protection. The EM shall submiit
bi-weekly reports to the SER PM and EPA, following the commeéncement of construction
and continuing until completion of the work in resource areas. The bi-weekly reports
shall summarized, by station location, the status of construction, the condition of the site,
the weather conditions and shall report any erosion, sedimentation, discharge or pollution
problems and how they were corrected, along with recommendations on how to prevent
similar problems in the future. The EM shall immediately report any erosion,
sedimentation or pollution problems to the Resident Engineer(s) who shall take
immediate steps to correct those problems. : .

3. ‘All in-water work shall meet EPA’s Final Determination conditions to protect aquatic
life, including winter flounder spawning & the alewife fish run that passes through the
harbor to the Acushnet Sawmill Pond spawning area.

4. A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the entire project as required by
EPA’s Final Determination, proposing both non-structural and structural BMPs to limit.
erosion & sediment laden discharge during land clearing filling and construction, shall be
prepared and submitted to the SER PM for prior review and written approval prior to
commencement of construction. The SWPPP shall emphasize measures to contain and
prevent sediment laden water from being discharged from dewatering activities from
areas within the bulkhead sheet pile that is to serve as a containment device. Further, the
SWPPP shall meet the criteria established for such plans contained in EPA’s NPDES
Construction Stormwater General Permit. All proposed dewatering shall be identified in
the site specific SWPPPs and shall not exceed the following limits when discharged:

a. pH:.pH shall be 6.5 to 8.5 for discharge to salt water bodies. The SWPPPs
shall identify specific measures to be taken to adjust the pH to acceptable limits
[for example, carbon dioxide (CO2) bubbling when concrete pouring is also
occurring). ' :

5. The Commonwealth shall ensure that the contractor shall implement the use of silt
curtains and absorbent booms, and/or the Fish Deterrent Program as outlined below:

a. CDF Filling: At all times of year, when filling below Mean High Water
occurs in association with construction of the CDF, the area being filled shall
either be completely encircled with steel sheet piling, or completely encircled
with a combination of steel sheet p111ng and silt curtains, or completely encircled
with silt curtains.

1. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and
within 15 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site located 200 feet
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from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outhned in Section II 9 must be
satisfied. :

b. Compensatory Mitigation:*

N

1.- Intertidal and Subtidal Mitigation Capping at the OU-3 Mitigation Area:

A. At any depth and at all times of year, all arcas where there is
filling and capping associated with compensatory mitigation
will be completely encircled by silt curtains and absorbent
booms for the duration of the filling and capping activity.

B. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside
of and within 15 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site
located 200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards
outlined in Sectlon I1.9 must be satisfied.

2. Winter Flounder Mitigation Area:

A. Only non-contaminated materials that are predominantly coarse,
sandy material may be placed within this area. This includes
dredged material from the bottom of CAD cell 3, and from the
bottom and intermediate layers of the channel, all of which are
generated by the South Terminal Project dredging.

B. Capping activities shall only occur within the local depression
(depths ranged from -15 MLLW at its edges to -22 MLLW at its
center) at the winter flounder mitigation area.

C. Only scows that have, a maximum bottom draft (once full) of
between 16 and 21 feet shall-be used to create this mitigation area.

D. Placement of material shall be limited to a period of three hours
before and after low tide for the duration of the mitigation
. activities. : ‘

E. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is requxred at a reference
- location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
scow and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-

must be satisfied. Turbidity monitoring for this mitigation area
shall be conducted daily to ensure that Water Quality
Performance standards are not exceeded.

current from the scow. Turbidity standards outlined in Section 119~
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c. Dredging, Filling Capping, and Rock Removal at-Depths Shallower Than
-5 Meters MLLW: In all areas where dredging, filling (except for filling below
Mean High Water associated with construction of the CDF, addressed in

Section I1.5.a, and compensatory mitigation activities, addressed in Section
I1.5.b.), capping, and other activities such as rock removal will occur, the
following is required: '

1. From January 15 through June 15 of any year, the Fish Deterrent
Program (see Section II.8 and Attachment 1) must be implemented.

This Program requires that absorbent booms, silt curtains, bubble curtains
and fish weirs be erected around the work area to prevent fish, particularly -
winter flounder, from entering the work area. [Note: other Fish Deterrent
Program requirements as specified in Section II.8 must also be employed.]

A. Monitoring: Inside the silt curtain (except for areas

below Mean High Water to be filled in association with
construction of the CDF), turbidity monitoring is required ata -
reference location established approximately 200-feet up-current
from the dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet
down-current from the dredge, unless dredging is conducted within
200 feet of the silt curtain, in which case turbidity monitoring must
be conducted outside of and within 15 feet from the silt curtain and -
at a reference site located 200 feet from the silt curtain.
Turbidity standards. outlined in Section I1.9 must be satisfied.

‘ : 2. From June 16 through January 14 of any year, work may proceed
without silt curtains unless necessary to ensure compliance with turbidity
standards.

! A. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is required at a reference -
| ‘location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
| ' dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-
current from the dredge. Turbidity standards outlined in Sectlon 9
. must be satisfied.

B. If silt curtains are deployed to ensure compliance -with turbidity
standards, turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and
within 15 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site located
200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outlined in
Section I1.9 must be satisfied.

d. Filling and Capping At Depths Equal To or Greater Than -5 Meters
MLLW: In all areas that are not already enclosed (except for filling associated
with construction of the CDF, addressed in Sectionl].5.a, and compensatory
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mitiéation activities, addressed in Section I1.5.b), where filling (including CAD'
cell capping) will decur, the following is required:*

1. From January 15 through June 15 of any year, CAD cells (including
the borrow pit) that are being filled or capped shall be completely
encircled by silt curtains and absorbent booms for the duratlon of the -
filling act1V1ty ;
A. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside
of and within 15 feet from the outside edge of silt curtain and at a
reference site located 200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity
standards outlined in Section I1.9 must be satisfied.
2. From June 16 through January 14 of any year, CAD cell filling and
capping may proceed without silt curtains unless necessary to ensure
compliance with turbidity standards. ’
{ .
A.‘Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is required at a reference
location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
. dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-
current from the dredge. Turbidity standards outlined in Section
I1.9 must be satisfied.

B. If silt curtains are deployed to ensure compliance with tu/rbidity
standards, turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and
. ' within 15 feet from the outside edge of silt curtain and at a
) reference site located 200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity
| - ‘ standards outlined in Section 119 must be satisfied. -

| e. Dredging At Depths Equal to or Greater than -5 Meters MLLW: In all
| areas where dredging and associated activitiés such as rock removal will occur in
| ) depths equal to or greater than -5 meters MLLW:'

1. From January 15 through June 15 of any year, silt-curtains and
‘ o . absorbent booms shall be.deployed to enclose all areas being dredged.

A. Monitoring: Inside the silt curtain, turbidity monitoringis .
required at a reference location established approximately 200-feet
“up-current from the dredge and at a monitoring location
* established 200-feet down-current from the dredge, unless
+ dredging is conducted within 200 feet of the silt curtain, in which
case turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and within
15 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site located 200 feet

~
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from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outlined i in Section I1.9
(below) must be satisfied.

2. From June 16 through January 14 of any year, work may proceed
without silt curtains unless necessary to ensure compliance with turbidity
standards. '
A. Monitoring: Turbidity monitoring is required at a reference
location established approximately 200-feet up-current from the
dredge and at a monitoring location established 200-feet down-
current from the dredge. Turb1d1ty standards outlined in Section

I1.9 must be satisfied. -

B. If silt curtains are deployed to ensure compliance with turbidity
standards, turbidity monitoring must be conducted outside of and
within 1'5 feet from the silt curtain and at a reference site located
200 feet from the silt curtain. Turbidity standards outlined i in
Section I1.9 must be satisfied.

6. The Commonwealth shall ensure that the contractor shall, prior to the start of any in-
water work, submit a plan for deployment of silt curtains, absorbent booms, fish weirs
and bubble curtains 1n accordance with Section IL.5 to SER PM and to EPA for review
and approval.

7. The -Commonwealth shall ensure that the contractor shall, prior to the start of any in-
water work, submit to the SER PM and to EPA for review and approval, a Contingency
Plan, outlining the steps that the contractor will take, should dredging, filling, capping or.

- rock removal activities cause an exceedance of the Water Quahty Monitoring criteria
outlined within these Performance Standards (see Section I1.9). At a minimum, the
Contingency Plan shall include measures that may be undertaken by the contractor to

_reduce turbidity such as reduction of the rate of operations, use of silt curtains and
absorbent booms, alternate dredging and capping methodologies, and the total halt of
operations. The Contingency Plan shall also include a provision that if the deployment of
silt-curtains and absorbent booms cannot be implemented in accordance with Section I1.5
during the period of time from January 15 to June 15 of any year, work in the area may
not begin until June 16 of that year and the SER PM and EPA shall be notified.

8. Fish Deterrent Program — A Fish Detetrent Program in accordance with the Fish
Deterrent Plan in Attachment 1'shall be implemented for any work conducted within
waters shallower than -5 Mean Lower Low Water between January 15" and June 15% of ‘
any year. If the Fish Deterrent Program is not implemented in an area shallower than -5_
Mean Lower Low Water prior to January 15™ of any year, work in the area may not begin
until June 16" of that year. Proposed modifications to the Fish Deterrent Plan must be
submitted to the SER PM and to EPA for review.
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9. Water Quality Monitoring Schedule é.nd Methods

a. When in-water work is contained within a silt-curtained area in accordance
with Section IL.5, the following water-quality monitoring program shall be carried
out daily for the first three days of activities commencing and once a week
thereafter and during those times when. dewatermg activities are ongoing from the -

CDF filling operation:

-

1. Turbidit)l/ shall be measured, using an optical backscatter sensor, at both
the reference and monitoring locations, at established depths: near the
water’s surface, at the mid-point of the water column and near the bottom.
- The three values obtained shall be averaged, such that a single,
representative turbidity value is calculated for the monitoring site and a
single, representatlve value is calculated for the reference site.

2. Turbidity shall be measured at both the monitoring and reference site
prior to the start of dredging, and once every two hours during dredging.

3. An exceedance of the project turbidity standard shall be attributed to
project activities when the average turbidity at the monitoring site exceeds
the average reference site turbidity plus the permissible turbidity i increase, as
outlined in the following table:

4

Reference Site Turbidity (NTUs) _ Permissible Turbidity Increase Over
' : ' Reference
<10 20 NTUs
11-20 x . 15 NTUs
>21 30% of reference

4. 1If, in two consecutive monitoring events, the average turbidity at the’ 4
monitoring site exceeds the average turbidity at the reference site by more
than the permissible turbidity increase, then water samples, composited over
the entire water column, from both the monitoring and reference sites shall
" be collected and submitted for analysis of Total Suspended Solids, total and
dissolved PCBs, and total metals for arsenic, cadmium, copper, chromium,
lead, mercury, nickel, and zinc. When samples are submitted to the
laboratory, a 36-hour turn-round time shall be requested.” Additionally, the
Commonwealth shall ensure that its contractor takes operational action(s)
designed to" limit such exceedances (as outlined within the approved
Contractor’s Contingency Plan, see Section I1.7), such as increasing the
dredge cycle time, inspection and any necessary repair of the silt curtains,
deployment of an additional row of silt curtains or other mitigation -
measures. Turbidity monitoring shall continue on the schedule outlined in
Section I1.9.a until compliance is reestablished.
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5. If compliance cannot be reestablished within 48 hours, in-water work
shall cease and the SER PM and EPA, in consultation with the
Environmental Monifor and the - Commonwealth’s contractors and/or
consultants, shall review the operatlonal actions undertaken, the results of
the analyses of the water samples and evaluate the biological significance of
the available data. EPA, in consultation with the SER PM and the
Environmental Monitor, shall have final authority to determine the
requirements for additional mitigation, if any. :

6. In the event the exceedence occurs during an activity and in an area in
which silt curtains are required from January 15 through June 15 in
accordance with Section I1.5, if all additional mitigation measures exercised
in accordance with Section II.7, and compliance cannot be reestablished
within 48 hours of the implementation of the additional mitigation measures,
the work shall stop and may not resume again until June 16, unless the
Commonwealth can demonstrate to the satisfaction of EPA that it has
instituted measures sufficient to reestablish compliance and EPA concurs
that work may proceed with such measures.

b. When in-water work is not conducted within a silt curtain area in accordance with
Section IL.5 the following water-quality monitorin\g program shall be carried out daily
for the first three days of activities commencing and twice a week thereafter and
during those times when dewatering activities are ongoing from the CDF filling
operation:

1. Turbidity shall be measured, using an opticél backscatter sensor, at both
the reference location and the monitoring location, at established depths:
near the water’s surface, at the mid-point of the water column and near the
bottom. The three depth values obtained shall be averaged, such that a
single, representative turbidity value is calculated for the reference location
and a smgle representative turbldlty value is calculated for the monitoring
location.

2. Turbidity shall be measured at both the reference location and the
monitoring site (see Section IL.5) prior to the start of dredging, and once
every two hours of dredging.

3. An exceedance of the project turbidity standard shall be attributed to
project activities when the average turbidity at the monitoring site exceeds
the reference site turbidity plus the perm1331ble turbidity increase, as
outlined in the following table

’

Reference Site Turbidity (NTUs). Permissible Turbidity Increase Over
. . . ' Reference

)
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<10 y . 20 NTUs
. 11-20 15 NTUs
21-30 - 10 NTUs

>3] ' 30% of reference

A

4. If, in two consecutive monitoring events, the average turbidity at the -
monitoring site exceeds the average turbidity at the reference site plus the
permissible turbidity increase, then water samples, composited over the
entire water column, from both the reférence site and the monitoring site
shall be collected and submitted for analysis of Total Suspended Solids,
total and dissolved PCBs, and total metals for arsenic, cadmium, copper,
chromium, lead, mercury, nickel, and zinc. ‘When samples are submitted to
the laboratory, a 36-hour turn-round time shall be requested. Additionally,
the Commonwealth shall ensure that its contractor takes operational
action(s) designed to limit such exceedences (as outlined within the
approved Contractor’s Contingency Plan, see Section IL.7), such as
increasing the dredge cycle time, deployment of silt curtains, inspection and
any necessary repair of the silt curtains, deployment of an additional row of
silt curtains or other mitigation measures. Turbidity monitoring shall
continue on the schedule outlined in Section IL.9. b iii, 'until compliance is
reestabhshed
‘5. If compliance: cannot be reestablished within 48 hours, in-water work
shall :cease and the SER PM and EPA, in consultation with the
Commonwealth’s contractors and/or consultants, shall review -the
~operational actions undertaken, the results of the analyses of the water
samples and evaluate the biological significance of the available data. EPA,
in consultation with the SER PM, shall have final approval to determme the
- requirements for additional mitigation, if any.
10. Dredging of contaminated, silty sediment shall be done using a closed,
environmental, clamshell bucket. Where pilings or other debris are found to interfere
with environmental bucket closure or equipment operation, a conventional clamshell
- bucket may be used to extract the pilings/debris. Sediment removal during piling/debris
removal shall be minimized to the greatest extent practicable. SHould dredging with the
environmental bucket become infeasible or unsuccessful, such dredging must halt and the
SER PM and EPA must be notified. EPA, in-consultation with the SER PM, must
. approve any contaminated sediment dredging not using the environmental bucket before
such dredging may recommence. The contractor must continue to meet the project Water
- Quality Standard Performance Standards when an alternate dredging method is used.

11. Water discharged from the barge shall be appreciably free of suspended sediment
- and meet the water quality criteria established in Section I1.9. Any free liquid flowing
_ from the barge in the harbor shall be passed through a sand media filter or equivalent
filtration system (which must be approved by.the SER PM) prior to dlscharge
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12. The SER PM and EM shall be responsible for anticipating the need for and
installation of additional erosion/sediment/turbidity controls and shall have the authority,
subject to EPA review and approval, to require additional control measures to protect the -
resource areas beyond what is shown on' the plans, if field conditions or professional
Judgment dictate that additional protection is necessary.

- 13. Within 30 days of the completion of all dredgmg, all bathymetnc surveys of the -

dredge footprmt shall be sent to the SER PM and EPA.

MADEP Chapter 91 Waterways Standards e

1. Acceptance of these Waterways Conditions shall constitute an agreement by the
Commonwealth to ensure its contractors conforin to all terms and conditions herein.

2. Within 90 days after completion of the authorized South Terminal Project work, the
Commonwealth shall require its contractors to furnish to the SER PM a suitable plan
showing the depths at mean low water over all filled (except areas filled above Mean
‘High Tide) and dredged areas. Dredging shall be conducted so as to cause no
unnecessary obstruction of the free passage of-vessels, and care shall be taken to
_cause no shoaling. If, however, any shoaling is caused, the Commonwealth shall at.
Tts expense, remove the shoal areas. The Commonwealth shall pay all costs of
supervision, and if at any time the SER PM deems necessary a survey or surveys of
the filled and dredged areas, the Commonwealth shall pay all costs associated with
such work.

3. The Commonwealth shall ensure that its contractor shall, at least three business days
prior to the commencement of any dredging and filling in tide water, give written
notice to the SER PM and EPA of the time, locatlon and amount of the proposed
work.

IV Special Waterways Conditions

1. Dredged material shall be transported to suitable dlsposal fac111t1es unregulated
dumping of dredge materials is not permitted. <

2. The Commonwealth’ shall develop and implement a Navigation Plan to address and
mitigate temporary impacts to navigation during dredgmg and filling activities.

3. The Commonwealth shall provide and maintain in good working -order approprlate
United States Coast Guard (USCG) approved nav1gat10n aids to assist mariners in
avoiding work areas as required by the USCG.

.
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4. The Commonwealth shall maintain vehicular access to water-dependent users
throughout construction activities. As part of the final design plan, the
Commonwealth shall ensure it describes the means by which the public shall provide
reasonable measure to provide on-foot public passage consistent with the need to
avoid undue interference with the water-dependent uses of the project.

5. The Commonwealth shall remove and properly dispose of all temporary structures no
later than three (3) months after completion of the dewatering and amendment of the
sediments. Temporary structures are defined as berms and dikes; lime silo;
dewatering tanks, erosion and sediment control systems, pipes, fish weirs, bubble
curtains, and siltation curtains.

*Rcvnsxons madc Scptember 2013; - - r
' Page 1: Title revised; Sectlon L.1. revised to include EPA’s Second MOd[ﬁC&thn
Page 3: Sectlon IL5.b. revised to eliminate use of silt curtains in Winter Flounder Mitigation Area and to 1nclude additional mitigation
measures for Wmter Flounder Mitigation Area.

Page 4: Section IL.5.d. first paragraph clarified.

I1



APEX

104 HIGH SMEET
SUITE 502

BOSTON WA 02110
(617) 728-0070

GEVISIONS
w | oox KvEwroy

PREPARLD FOR:

COMMONWEALTH
OF
MASSACHUSETTS N

ey

Tng:
L

NEW BEDFORD MARINE
‘COMMERCE TERMINAL
AREA FOR TSCA
DETERMINATION

240 FELT

rawing No,




Mtachment 7.

ADDITIONAL SAMPLING DGA-1 THROUGH DGA-8

AND AREA 1 “HOT SPOT”

| ‘Proposed Boring
e Installed B2 [ 'Dspth (fg S
DGA-1’ 1.5 AA1,LLY, FF5 5
FF3, FF5/FF6,
DGA-2 4.5 BBS5, CC2 8
DGA-3 1.5 CCl1 5
DGA-4 1.5 CC2, FF3 v 5
DD4, AA1,LL11,
DGA-5 5 NN7, and L7/L8 8
(L7.5 on 25" grid)
DGA-6 1.5 FF14,1J12,113 5
DGA-7 1.5 AA2,DD4 8
- CC5, AA2 (H-1 =
DGA-8 L2 on 25' grid) 0
Bottom of Concrete .
Stmcture (ifp resept) . .| To Bedrock, Till
. . or Bedrock or Till Potential Borings: - :
Area 1 “hot spot . - or Bottom of
‘ (depending on the I-10, I-6, and F-9
: . . Concrete Structure
results of borings, if
completed)

1

2

Per SeptemberVZS, 2013 submittal

For Area 1 “hot spot” soil borings may be installed and samples collected to confirm PCB

concentrations in till. Alt’ernatively, soils/sediments may be removed to bedrock or, if found,
the bottom of the concrete structure, or cleanup of this area may continue in accordance with
the November 19, 2012 TSCA Determination.

—
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W3

H3

RS

NOTE:

LEGEND
PCB SAMPLE LOCATION

LABORATORY DETERMINED PCB
GONCENTRATION (PPM)

PCB, RCRA 8 METALS, AND EPH SAMPLE

LOCATION

GREEN TEXT DENOTES SAMPLE
COLLECTED AS A MATRIX SPIKE

BLUE TEXT DENOTES SAMPLE WAS
COLLECTED AS A BLIND DUPLICATE

APPROXIMATE LIMITS OF HOTSPOT
EXCAVATION

DESIGN EXCAVATION BOUNDARY

POST EXCAVATION FIELD MEASURED

EXCAVATION BOUNDARY

SAMPLE ID'S HAVE THE PREFIX "AREA1-" WHICH WAS OMITTED FROM THIS
FIGURE FOR BREVITY.

WHERE ACCESSIBLE, ALL BOTTOM SOIL SAMPLES COLLECTED AT THE
APPROXIMATE CENTER OF GRID CELL.

WHERE ACCESSIBLE, ALL SIDEWALL SAMPLES COLLECTED AT THE MIDPOINT OF
RESPECTIVE GRID CELL WALL, ABOUT HALF WAY BETWEEN EXISTING GROUND
AND BOTTOM OF EXCAVATION (LE. ABOUT 2.5' BGS).

LABORATORY

INED PCB CONCENTRATIONS (PPM) ARE SHOWN IN
PARENTHESIS. SHADING INDICATES A RESULT BELOW 2PPM, YELLOW
SHADING INDICATES A RESULT BETWEEN 2 AND 50PPM, Al NG
INDICATES A RESULTS ABOVE 50PPM, CONCENTRATIONS OF ADDITIONAL
LABORATORY ANALYSIS ARE NOT SHOWN.

ISHADI!

SEE SEPARATE SAMPLE LOCATION PLAN FOR BRICK AND MORTAR SAMPLES

COLLECTED FROM THE CYLINDRICAL FOUNDATION.
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