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Lawrence Journal World 
EPA leader discusses pollution, stresses importance of regulations 
By Christine Metz 
March 13, 2012 
 
From offshore drilling to the Baker Wetlands, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa 
Jackson tackled some of the nation and state’s most controversial environmental issues Monday 
afternoon. 
 
“I’m here today because so much of what I do every day is really about your future, and you have the 
power to influence the direction we go,” Jackson told the crowd of students and faculty that had gathered 
at Kansas University’s Spooner Hall. 
 
Jackson, the first African-American woman to head the federal environmental regulatory agency, told the 
audience that she came to her role of protector of the environment not by the Teddy Roosevelt ideal of 
preserving pristine open spaces. Instead, she said her concern was in the “brownside” of the environment 
and ways to curb pollution. 
 
“I always tease people I don’t sleep outside, but I do my job to make sure you can,” Jackson said. 
 
Jackson acknowledged the criticism the agency has fallen under in recent years from those who believe 
environmental regulation has “hobbled” the economy. 
 
Jackson went on to defend her agency, saying it is consistent with American values to not let industries 
pollute water with raw sewage, to keep vehicles from emitting lead toxins, to limit the mercury pollution 
coming from power plants and to monitor the chemicals used in producing food. 
 
“We won’t back down from protecting our kids from mercury pollution, or making sure that our food is safe 
and our water is clean,” Jackson said. 
 
Jackson did address one controversial local issue, the building of the South Lawrence Trafficway through 
the Baker Wetlands south of Lawrence. The area has been marked as a sacred space for Native 
Americans. Jackson was asked what role the EPA played in recognizing spiritual places in the siting 
process. 
 
Tribes are given special roles in the consultation process, she said. 
 
“I think when you talk about tribes that for many, many decades now, they have felt as though they don’t 
have the  
opportunity to move or be mobile, so their cultural sites are extremely important,” Jackson said. “For those  







reasons, finding out what those issues are is what the law says we should do.” 
 
And, as someone who grew up in New Orleans, Jackson said she recognizes the importance that 
wetlands play in flood prevention. 
 
“When we didn’t have them to break the impact of Hurricane Katrina, we missed them tremendously,” 
Jackson said. 
 
 
University Daily Kansan 
EPA administrator speaks about Hurricane Katrina, pollution standards 
By Vikaas Shanker 
Monday, March 12, 2012 
 
Lisa Jackson grew up as a minority in the Ninth Ward of New Orleans, an area struck by four hurricanes 


in the last 100 years. 


As an engineering student at Tulane University, Jackson got involved with air quality issues and stopping 


pollution. She saw the impact of pollution and industrial waste on the Mississippi River firsthand. In 2005, 


Jackson’s mother lost her home in Hurricane Katrina. 


Now, Jackson is the first African American to serve as Administrator of the Environmental Protection 


Agency. 


Jackson fielded questions from students, faculty and guests about the EPA’s role in boosting the 


economy and advocating for a cleaner environment at Spooner Hall yesterday during a visit to the 


University. 


One of the EPA’s goals is to expand conversation on the environment, Jackson said. “Communities care 


deeply about environmental issues. They just may or may not see themselves in the same issue as 


someone who’s in a different type of community or has a lot more money or something of that nature.” 


The EPA sets national environmental and pollution standards, while states set their own policies and 


extent of regulation. Jackson said national standards are important because “the air doesn’t stay in one 


state, and the water doesn’t stay on the street.” Regulations in one state can affect the level of pollution in 


neighboring states; environmental justice is important on the state and national level. “It’s an issue of 


basic care and economic leveling of the playing field,” Jackson said. “Everybody should play by the same 


set of rules.” 


Jackson commented on offshore drilling — a hot national topic after the BP Gulf oil spill in 2010 — and 


said it had an impact in evaluating the regulatory process. 


“Whenever tragedy happens, people go ‘Where were you?’” she said, explaining those types of questions 


from the community help environmental agencies and companies like BP change and adapt to 


environmental concerns. She also talked about the affect of lobbying on EPA’s policies and the cultural 


impact of environmental decisions on American Indian territory and hydraulic fracturing, a process of 


fracturing the earth to mine natural gas and oil. 


After the event, Jackson said college students always had a special relationship with the EPA. 


“Young people always get it because they know they’re getting ready to inherit what we leave them,” 


Jackson said. “And so we leave them huge challenges like climate change.” 







Jackson also said students should look at how they already live on campus by using public transportation, 


choosing efficient foods and living in small spaces. 


"One of the cool things about most campuses is that when they make up their mind, they go cleaner or 


greener,” Jackson said. 


 


EPA leader tells Kansas students they can influence environmental policy 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS   
March 13, 2012 - 10:23 am 
 
LAWRENCE, Kan. — University students can help shape environmental policies and should consider 


ways to improve their own impact on the environment, the administrator of the Environmental Protection 


Agency said during an appearance at the University of Kansas. 


"I'm here today because so much of what I do every day is really about your future, and you have the 


power to influence the direction we go," Lisa Jackson told students and faculty Monday. 


Jackson also said students should look at how they already live on campus by using public transportation, 


choosing efficient foods and living in small spaces. 


"Young people always get it because they know they're getting ready to inherit what we leave them," she 


said. "And so we leave them huge challenges like climate change." 


Jackson fielded questions about the EPA's role in boosting the economy and advocating for a cleaner 


environment and said one of the EPA's goals is to expand conversation on the environment. 


The Lawrence Journal World reports that Jackson acknowledged the criticism the federal agency has 


received recently from those who say environmental regulations have "hobbled" the economy. 


"Communities care deeply about environmental issues. They just may or may not see themselves in the 


same issue as someone who's in a different type of community or has a lot more money or something of 


that nature," she said. 


Jackson said national pollution standards are important because "the air doesn't stay in one state, and the 


water doesn't stay on the street." 


"It's an issue of basic care and economic leveling of the playing field," Jackson said. "Everybody should 


play by the same set of rules." 


Jackson also acknowledged the criticism the federal agency has received recently from those who say 


environmental regulations have "hobbled" the economy. But she defended the EPA's policies, saying it's 


consistent with American values to keep industries from polluting, vehicles from emitting toxins and to 


monitor chemicals used in producing food. 


"We won't back down from protecting our kids from mercury pollution, or making sure that our food is safe 


and our water is clean," Jackson said. 








Louisiana Trip (Tenative) v6 


Objectives of trip: SE Louisiana Freshwater diversions and marsh creation and to meet with: 


OCPR (Garret Graves), NGOs, Federal partners, Parish Presidents and Mayor of New Orleans 


 


January 3 


Depart DC for New Orleans 


DCA to MSY Depart 11:40 am Arrive 1:36 pm 
 


Driving tour of New Orleans (1.5 to 2 hours)   


Lower Ninth Ward (including Bayou Bienvenue), Gentilly, Lakeview…  The 


purpose would be to discuss Katrina, rebuilding efforts, levee status, and resilient 


climate-ready development. (JHH, John E, Bill Honker, Clay) 


 


Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, New Orleans Airport) 
 


January 4 


Site Visit Lake Bourne Surge Barrier 


Corps led tour of the Lake Bourne Surge Barrier. Leave from N.O. in a Corps 


van at 9:00 am.  The tour takes about three hours in total.  (In previous tours, the 


Corps started with a brief indoor briefing of the project, which is useful.)  The 


tour will not be by boat.  Instead, we will drive to where the surge barrier 


connects with the so-called "Chalmette Loop" levee.  This will allow us to 


actually walk out on the cantilevered road atop the surge barrier, from which we 


will see MRGO and the Chalmette Loop (which itself is a quite impressive 32-


foot wall and levee combo). 


Colonel Sinkler, who heads the levee work, will join us.    


 


We will then return to N.O., where we can hook up with Paul, grab a bite to eat, 


then head out for the Bayou Dupont tour 


 


Site Visit to Bayou Dupont Marsh Creation project (2-3 hours) 


Objective – marsh creation (John H, Bill Honker, John E, Clay) 


 


Dinner meeting (New Orleans) with CWPPRA Task Force representatives 


(1-2 hours) 6:30/7:00 pm:  Goal would be to show the strong interagency 


partnerships and highlight the CWPPRA model. 


 


Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, New Orleans Airport) 


 


January 5 


9:00 am to 11:00 am - Meeting with City of New Orleans, Parish Presidents 


(Plaquemines, Jefferson, Orleans, St Bernard, Terrebonne, Lafourche) (1-2 


hours) (meeting in New Orleans) 


 


1:00 – 2:00 pm – Coastal Louisiana Science Briefing  
Venue: University of New Orleans, Lindy Boggs Conference Center,  


2045 Lakeshore Drive.  


 


Presentations:  


1. Dr. Robert Twilley - overview of deltaic processes, causes of coastal collapse 


 







2. Dr. Denise Reed – overview of restoration approaches and alternative views 


 


3. Dr. John Day – perspectives on river diversions 


 


4. Dr. Ed Overton – impacts of oil spill as they relate to broader coastal crisis 


 


2:00 pm – 4:30 pm - Meeting with Environmental NGOs, Scientists,   


  and Others Venue: University of New Orleans, Lindy Boggs Conference  


  enter 


 


Dinner meeting (New Orleans) – King Milling (Governor’s Advisory 


Commission, Chair), Anne Milling, Jim Tripp, Paul Harrison, Alan Front 


 


Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, Canal Street) 


 


January 6 


Governor’s Advisory Commission Meeting (Public Hearing) on Coastal 


Protection, restoration and Conservation (New Orleans) 


 


Meeting with Advisory Commissioners (1/2 – 1 hr) 


 


Over-flight of coast (2 hours) Louisiana OCPR organized 


Leaving from Baton Rouge area, coverings sights such as Bayou 


Bienvenue/Central Wetlands, MRGO, Lake Borgne Surge Barrier, Caernarvon 


Diversion, Myrtle Grove, Bayou Dupont, MS Delta, Barataria Barrier Islands, 


Grand Isle, Port Fourchon, Bayou Lafourche Ridge, central Barataria Basin, 


Davis Pond Diversion, cypress/bottomland hardwood logging issues … (John H, 


Bill Honker, John E, Clay) 


 


Dinner meeting – select small group of NGO’s (6-8) 7:30 pm 


 


Stay in New Orleans (DoubleTree, Canal Street) 


 


January 7 


10 am -12 noon - Meeting(s) with fishing industry, navigation, oil and 


gas…groups that make their living on the coastal resources. 


Venue: Madewood room on the Nicholls State University campus near the 


Student Union   


 


JHH Depart New Orleans for Ft. Lauderdale, Florida  


MSY to FLL -- Depart 6:30 pm Arrive 9:15 pm 


 


 





