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Safe Chemicals Act Section-by-Section 


 


Sec. 1. Short title. 


 


“Safe Chemicals Act of 2010.” 


 


Sec. 2. Purpose. 


 


To ensure that risks from chemicals are adequately understood and managed.   


 


Sec. 3. Findings, Policy, and Goal.  


 


Amends section 2 of existing law to reflect the findings, policy, and goal of this Act.   


 


Sec. 4. Definitions.  


 


Amends several definitions in the existing law and adds other definitions used under this Act. 


 


Sec. 5.  Minimum Data Set and Testing of Chemical Substances and Mixtures 


 


 Amends section 4 of existing law to mandate industry submission of sufficient safety 


information for EPA to make a safety standard determination on chemicals.   The Agency must 


issue a rule or rules defining the minimum data set for every chemical within 1 year of 


enactment.  Industry must submit the minimum data set within 18 months of the chemical being 


placed on the priority list for existing chemicals, or as part of a pre-manufacture notice for new 


chemicals.   


 


 The test order and test rule authority in 4(b) streamlines and broadens EPA’s existing 


authority to require additional testing to obtain data on chemicals.  Section 4 also allows EPA to 


obtain samples of chemical substances so that the Agency can conduct high throughput screening 


and other advanced testing methods.   


 


 In order to avoid duplicative testing, the bill maintains the exemptions in current law.  


Section 4(d) allows one company to conduct toxicity testing on behalf of other companies.  In 


order to avoid unnecessary testing, the data set may be tailored to specific chemicals or category 


of chemicals.   


 


Sec. 6.  Manufacturing and Processing Notices 


 


 Amends section 5 of existing TSCA to require more upfront data on the safety of new 


chemicals and restrict market access for chemicals that do not meet the safety standard.  This 


section also maintains a pathway for expedited safety review for some new safer chemicals.   


The bill allows these new chemicals to enter the market only if the manufacturer can prove to 


EPA that the substance does not, and likely will not, meet any of the criteria that indicate 


potentially high risk.  However, if the new chemical meets any of the priority criteria, then the 


manufacturer must demonstrate that the substance meets the safety standard.  







 


 New uses of an existing chemical that has not yet undergone a safety determination require 


notice to EPA.  New uses of an existing chemical that has already undergone a safety 


determination require a notice, updating of the minimum data set, and a finding by EPA  that the 


chemical will continue to meet the safety standard when the new use is considered.   


 


 EPA has the authority under section 5 to determine that a new form of a chemical 


substance—through nanotechnology, for example—is a new chemical or a new use, and, in the 


case of a new use, to establish a process for approving the chemical for the market.   


 


Sec. 7.  Prioritization, Safety Determination, and Risk Management 


 


              Amends section 6 of existing law to set out the process for prioritizing chemical 


substances, conducting safety standard determinations, and managing risk from substances that 


do not meet the safety standard.  This section places the burden on industry to demonstrate the 


safety of a chemical.  EPA’s primary function under this bill is to determine whether the data 


submitted by industry demonstrates that the chemical is safe.  The safety standard determination 


will apply only to the uses evaluated in the determination with any conditions, and any other use 


of the substance or use in violation of conditions specified are unlawful.   EPA may grant 


exemptions for uses that are vital to our economy and national security.  


The process for prioritizing, assessing, and approving or restricting chemicals operates as 


follows: 


 Prioritizing Chemical Substances for Safety Determination.  Based on available 


information, including data collected under sections 4 and 8, EPA must, within 18 


months of enactment, publish a list of 300 priority chemicals for safety determination. 


The Agency must then add chemical substances to the list annually to ensure that a 


minimum of 300 chemicals are listed, and consider petitions to add chemicals.  The 


purpose of the priority list is to signal which chemicals substances will next be assessed 


for safety.   


The bill instructs EPA to select chemicals for the priority list based on criteria that 


indicate environmental or health risk.  After all the substances that meet any of the 


priority criteria have been prioritized and assessed, EPA will continue to add substance to 


the list based on likelihood of posing health or environmental risks.  EPA is to review all 


chemicals for safety within fifteen years. 


 Submission of the all data supporting the safety determination.   Within 18 months of 


the placement of a chemical on the priority list, all manufacturers and processors must 


submit the minimum data set for that chemical substance.  Within 30 months of 


placement on the priority list, industry must submit to EPA the package of specific uses 


to be evaluated, any proposed conditions, and all supporting information to demonstrate 


that the chemical meets the safety standard.   This includes any information not 


previously submitted under the minimum data set or section 8, any data required under 


section 4 test orders, or any data which industry believes will be necessary to demonstrate 


safety.  Applications for critical or essential use exemptions may be submitted at this 


time.   







If a manufacturer or processor fails to meet the deadline for submitting information 


described above, EPA may act to immediately to prevent that party from manufacturing 


or processing the chemical.   


 Safety Determination.  Within 6 months of receiving the complete data set required 


within 30 months of the chemical’s placement on the priority list, EPA must determine 


whether industry has demonstrated that a chemical meets the safety standard.  EPA’s 


determination applies only to the specific uses evaluated in the safety determination, and 


the Administrator may place conditions on uses or require  other risk management actions 


to ensure the chemical substance meets the safety standard.   


If EPA misses the deadline for making the determination, all manufacturers or processors 


must immediately inform their customers that EPA has not been able to find that the 


chemical meets the safety standard.    


 


Sec. 8.  Imminent Hazards 


 


 Amends section 7 of the existing law to authorize the Administrator to initiate a judicial 


proceeding or issue orders as necessary to protect health or the environment from a chemical 


substance or mixture or any article containing such a substance or mixture that “may present an 


imminent and substantial endangerment to health or the environment.” This section will ensure 


the Administrator may act at any time to prevent or mitigate an imminent and substantial 


endangerment, regardless of whether the Administrator has issued a safety determination under 


section 6. 


 


Sec. 9.  Reporting and Retention of Information 
 


 This section amends section 8 of the existing law to impose an automatic statutory 


obligation to submit a broad range of existing data, including all existing data on health and 


environmental effects that has not previously been submitted to EPA, within one year of 


enactment. Industry must update those data every three years, or if significant new safety-related 


data becomes available.  The section resets EPA’s inventory to provide a more accurate picture 


of the number and types of chemicals in commerce.  


 


 The section also requires EPA, within 5 years of enactment and using available 


information, to develop and publish a list of all chemicals in commerce that categorizes each 


such chemical.  EPA must promptly update the categorizations based on receipt of the minimum 


data sets required of manufacturers under the bill, or any other information received by EPA that 


alters a chemical's category assignments. 


 


Sec. 10. Relationship to Other Federal Laws 
 


 This section amends section 9 of current law to strengthen EPA’s ability to request 


that other agencies take action within that agency’s jurisdiction to reduce risks from chemical 


substances that fail to meet the safety standard, or would fail to meet the standard without risk 


management actions.   The Administrator is authorized to take action under this Act should 


another agency not take needed action.  







When acting to control workplace exposures, the bill requires that any such action be 


implemented in a manner that is consistent with the industrial hygiene hierarchy of controls. 


Sec. 11. Inspections and Subpoenas  


 


 Amends section 11 of existing law to clarify and strengthen EPA’s authority to conduct 


inspections, gather information, and issue warrants for the purposes of administering or 


enforcing the Act.  The authority to conduct inspections applies to all chemical substance, 


mixtures or articles subject to the Act, to any premises or conveyances containing such 


substances, and to any place where records are held. The Administrator is authorized to obtain 


samples of chemical substances, mixtures, articles, containers and labeling, and to require 


development of analyses and other information, and to obtain and execute warrants. 


 


Sec. 12.  Exports 


 


 Amends section 12 of the existing law to ensure this Act’s protections of health and the 


environment apply to exports of chemical substances, mixtures or articles that are subject to 


actions under sections 4, 6 and 7 of this Act. To ensure information about exports is available, 


notice must be provided to the Administrator, and the Administrator must provide notice to the 


government of the foreign country.  


 


Sec. 13.  Entry into Customs Territory or the United States 
 


 Amends section 13 of existing law to require that the Secretary of Homeland Security 


refuse entry into the customs territory of the United States of any chemical substance, mixture or 


article that fails to comply with any rule or order in effect under this Act.  


 


Sec 14.  Disclosure of Data 


 


 Amends current section 14, which governs claims of Confidential Business Information 


(CBI), to require upfront justification for CBI claims, require EPA to review and make a 


determination on all CBI claims, require that confidentiality expire after a certain period of time 


not to exceed five years, provide for greater sharing of CBI between governments, and provide 


access for workers to information on the chemicals to which they are exposed in the workplace.  


 


Sec. 15.  Prohibited Acts 
 


 Amends section 15 of the existing law to  make clear that it is unlawful to fail or refuse to 


comply with any rule, order, prohibition, restriction, or other requirement imposed by this Act or 


by the Administrator under this Act or to make a false submission under this Act. 


 


Sec. 16.  Penalties   


 


 Amends section 16 of the existing law to increase civil and criminal penalties and expand 


procedures for assessing penalties against persons who violate a rule, order,  or provision of this 


Act. Civil penalty actions may be commenced in US District Courts or through administrative 







proceedings, and civil penalties are increased. Any knowingly violation is subject to increased 


criminal penalties, and penalties are increased further for any knowing violation that places 


another person in imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury.    


 


Sec. 17.  Specific Enforcement and Seizure. 
 


 Amends section 16 to provide the Administrator with authority to commence a civil 


action in the appropriate US District Court to compel compliance with any rule, order of 


provision of the Act.  The Administrator’s authority to enforce the Act includes the authority to 


seek civil or criminal penalties, to enjoin violations, and to order compliance through 


administrative proceedings.  


 


Sec. 18.  Preemption. 


 


 Amends section 18 of the existing law to make clear that provisions of any law of a State 


or political subdivision of a State relating to any chemical substance or mixture, or any article 


that contains a chemical substance or mixture which are more stringent than provided under this 


Act are not preempted.  


 


Sec. 19.  Judicial Review. 


 


 Amends section 19 of the existing law to ensure that agency action taken under this Act is 


subject to the same standard of review as other agency action in accordance with the 


Administrative Procedure Act, expressly replacing the existing standard. 


 


Sec. 20.  Citizen’s Civil Action. 


 


 Amends section 20 of existing law to clarify where citizen suits are permitted in light of 


the changes to other sections of the existing law.  


 


Sec. 21.  Citizens’ Petitions. 


 


 Amends section 21 of existing law to clarify where citizen petitions are permitted in light 


of the changes to other sections of the existing law. 


 


Sec 22.  Employment Effects. 


 


 Amends section 22 of existing law to clarify when evaluation is required and the 


relationship between this section and other provisions of the Act.   


 


Sec. 23. Administration of the Act. 


 


 Amends section 26 of the existing law to allow EPA to collect user fees from industry for 


administration of the Act.   


 


Sec. 24. State Programs. 







Sec. 25. Authorization of Appropriations. 


 


 Reorders several sections of the existing law, and amends the appropriations section to 


authorize sums necessary to carry out EPA’s authorities under TSCA.  Amends section 28 of the 


existing law to require EPA to establish a process to coordinate with state governments on efforts 


to manage risks from chemicals.   


 


Sec. 26.  Additional Requirements 


 


 Adds the following sections to the existing law: 


 


Sec. 29.  Expedited Action for Chemicals of Highest Concern 


 


 This section instructs EPA to act quickly act to manage risk from chemicals of highest 


concern.   


 


Sec. 30. Children’s Environmental Health Research Program. 


 


 This section requires EPA to establish within 90 days of enactment a research program 


focused on children's health, which would provide grants to independent researchers to support 


research that furthers understanding of children’s vulnerability to industrial chemicals. 


 


 The section also requires EPA to establish within 90 days of enactment an advisory board 


with representation from other federal agencies with duties and expertise relevant to children's 


health and toxic chemicals, and from existing children's health centers. 


 


 The board would provide independent advice, expert consultation, and peer review upon 


request of the Administrator or Congress on the scientific and technical aspects of issues relating 


to the implementation of this Act with respect to protecting children's health and research. 


 


Sec. 31.  Reduction of Animal-Based Testing. 


 


 This section requires the Administrator to minimize the use of animals in testing of 


chemical substances or mixtures by encouraging the use of existing data, grouping of chemical 


substances for testing, formation of industry consortia to reduce redundancy, use of existing 


methods that eliminate or reduce the use of animals, and the development and validation of 


emerging methods and models.  The Administrator would be required to establish an Interagency 


Science Advisory Board on Alternative Testing Methods and develop a strategic plan to promote 


alternative methods.  This section will also allow a manufacturer or processor to request 


adaptation or waiver of animal testing requirements 


 


Sec. 32. Safer Alternatives and Green Chemistry and Engineering.  


 


 This section seeks to support and encourage the development and use of safer alternatives 


to hazardous substances. 


 







 It requires, within 1 year of enactment, the establishment of a safer alternatives program 


to develop market and other incentives for safer alternatives.  These include expedited review for 


new chemicals that claim to be safer for a given use than the conventional substance(s) and 


recognition for safer alternatives through special marketing designations, awards and rewards. 


 


 The section also calls on EPA to establish a green chemistry research network of at least 


4 centers to support development and use of safer alternatives.  EPA is to provide research grants 


to promote the development and use of safer alternatives, especially for priority hazardous 


chemicals for which alternatives do not presently exist.  


 


Also, EPA is required to establish Green Chemistry Workforce Education and Training 


Program to facilitate the development of a workforce, including industrial and scientific workers, 


that produces safer alternatives to existing chemical substances. 


 


Sec. 33. Cooperation with International Efforts.  
 


 This section requires EPA to cooperate with any international efforts undertaken to 


develop a common protocol or electronic database relating to chemical substances, or to develop 


safer alternatives for hazardous chemical substances. 


 


Sec. 34. Reliable Information and Advice. 


 


 This section establishes procedures to ensure that the information that EPA uses to make 


safety determinations is accurate and reliable.  Required procedures include random inspections 


laboratories conducting testing, auditing of data submissions, establishment of a mandatory 


registry of health and safety studies, EPA access to records of research, and funding source 


disclosure by researchers. 


 


Sec. 35.  Hot spots. 


 


 This section requires EPA to identify localities within the United States where the 


resident population is subject to disproportionate exposure to toxic chemical substances, and take 


action to reduce those exposures.   


 


Sec. 36.  Application of this act to federal agencies. 


 


 Requires other federal agencies to comply with the Act, and waives sovereign immunity 


as a defense.  The President can grant exemptions in situations of paramount interest of the 


United States.   


 


 


Sec. 37.  Implementation of Stockholm Convention, the LRTAP POPs Protocol, and the 


Rotterdam Convention. 


 


 Provides for implementation by the United States of the provisions of Stockholm 


Convention, the LRTAP POPs Protocol, and the Rotterdam Convention that enter into force for 







the United States.  The manufacture, processing, distribution in commerce, use or disposal of any 


chemical subject to such provisions in a manner inconsistent with such obligations is prohibited.  


Also, provides a notice and comment process and authority for EPA for implementation and 


enforcement.    
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African American  
 


Huge Oil Mess Will Test Lisa Jackson (Black America Web) 


 


Date: Wednesday, May 5, 2010  
By:  


The recent explosion of a British Petroleum oil rig 50 miles off the Louisiana coast is terrible news for lovers of 
nature, of commerce, and of a decent standard of living. 


The damaged rig has spilled more than 1.6 million gallons of “black gold” into the gulf, by Coast Guard estimates.  
And, unless the spewing valve is plugged – and that is something no one seems sure of how to do or, for that 
matter, if it can be done at all – BP could lose the entire well head, leaking 100,000 barrels or more a day. 


The story is being covered, but does not seem to have captured the public fascination. 


It will. 


The spillage is an utter catastrophe and, in coming years, I fear that what was once regarded as a far-off misfortune 
will have been the beginning of detriments to health, economy, ecology and fair play nationwide. 


 


This is especially bad news for the poor people who live along the gulf in Louisiana, Mississippi and, perhaps, 
Florida. And there are many. 


These are the people who depend upon a healthy eco-system for their living. They are fishermen or farmers who 
rely upon the water and the land to yield the fruit of the labors. Edible fish do not come from petroleum-poisoned 
waterways. Good produce does not come from petroleum-drenched soil.  


Fishermen and farmers are bracing for huge - even epic - losses from which they may not life long enough to 
recover. 


Then there are the legion of people who clean hotel rooms, wait tables, cash chips at the casino, cook meals, drive 
shuttles and do all of the other leg work that keeps Gulf Coast tourism moving along. Tourists don’t flock to beaches 
stained by goo and peppered with dead fish and crippled birds. 


Given that much of the coast is still recuperating and rebuilding from the twin devastations of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita in 2005, the BP disaster could not have had worse timing.  


If there is a ray of hope in this sad state of affairs, it is that the country is blessed to have one Lisa Jackson at the 
helm of the Environmental Protection Agency. 


Not only is Jackson a serious defender of the environment – as opposed to a staunch defender of the institution she 
heads – but she grew up along the coast and is bound to be particularly sensitive to the needs in that region. 


We should have every confidence that, under her leadership, there will be no unctuous deals that let BP off the hook 
for the horrors it has caused, however accidentally. 


And that’s something.  


 


 


Will the SCOTUS Get a Sister? (Black America Web) 


 


Date: Wednesday, May 5, 2010  
By:  


President Barack Obama is poised to make history by appointing the first black woman to the United States 
Supreme Court. 
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There’s a good chance he may. In fact, there are two formidable African-American female lawyers on Obama’s list of 
potential candidates for the job. 


 


The president’s short list reportedly includes former Georgia Supreme Court Justice Leah Ward Sears and Judge 
Ann Claire Williams from Detroit. 


 


Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick, a former civil rights lawyer who also was an assistant attorney general in the 
U.S. Justice Department and is a close friend to Obama, says he's not interested in serving on the Supreme Court. 
Patrick said he won't even interview for a possible appointment. 


 


Obama, meanwhile, said he hopes to select a nominee by May 26, the same day he announced the nomination of 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor one year ago. 


 


"We are certainly going to meet that deadline, and we hope maybe we can accelerate it a little bit so that we have 
some additional time for confirmation hearings before the start of the court's next term,” Obama said last month. 


 


Valerie Jarrett, a senior White House advisor, told several African-American journalists that she would not speculate 
on specific candidates, but said Obama will conduct a thorough national search for the next Supreme Court 
justice.     


 


“We have a president who appreciates the vital importance of the Supreme Court,” Jarrett told a group of black 
reporters who gathered at the White House, which included a correspondent from BlackAmericaWeb.com.  


 


“Since the president took office, he has been determined to break the stranglehold that lobbyists have on 
Washington," Jarrett said last week. "Given his constitutional law background, you can be assured that he will be 
diligent and thorough in selecting the person who he thinks is best for this very important job. He will cast a net 
broadly.” 


 


The White House is quietly moving forward with the vetting process – researching legal opinions and briefs written 
by potential candidates and poring over background information, tax records, and interviewing people close to the 
candidates.       
Sears is a specialist in family law and the first African-American woman to serve as a state Supreme Court chief 
justice. A graduate of Emory University Law School, Sears is known as a no-nonsense lawyer who describes herself 
as a “moderate progressive.” 


 


She founded and served as the first president of the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys. She is a 
member of the Atlanta chapter of Links, Inc., and Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority. Georgia Trend magazine has honored 
Sears as one of the "100 Most Influential Georgians." She is also a friend of conservative Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas.  


 


Judge Ann Claire Williams, a U.S. Circuit Judge on the Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, earned her 
bachelor's degree from Wayne State University before attending law school at Notre Dame. 


 


A native of Detroit, Williams served as a federal district judge in Illinois from 1985 until 1999, when the Senate 
confirmed her to the 7th Circuit. She was an assistant U.S. attorney in Chicago for nine years and served as chief of 
the drug task force before President Ronald Reagan nominated her to the bench. 
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Obama knows something about the law. He earned his law degree from Harvard in 1991, where he became the first 
African-American president of the Harvard Law Review. Obama returned to Chicago to practice as a civil rights 
lawyer and teach constitutional law, so the president has a good idea of what he wants in a Supreme Court justice. 


 


The president has also shown that he’s comfortable appointing women to top jobs in the administration, like 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton; Jarrett, his senior White House advisor; Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Kathleen Sebelius, Lisa Jackson, the EPA administrator; Susan Rice, the United Nations ambassador; and 
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, who is also on Obama’s list for the Supreme Court. 


 


Robert Gibbs, the White House press secretary, said Monday that Obama is "close" to making his decision. 


 


"I anticipate that he is working on the process of the Supreme Court," Gibbs told reporters. 


 


Whether Obama will appoint a black woman to the Supreme Court is anyone’s guess, but Americans could learn of 
the president's selection very soon. 


 


What do you think? Should President Obama appoint a black woman to the U.S. Supreme Court? 


 


 


 


 


 


Hispanic Media 
 


 


 


Cabinet-Level Team to Meet with BP Reps on Oil Spill Clean Up (United 
Press International)  


This story also appeared: Hispanic Business 


 


May 11, 2010 


 


President Obama has ordered a Cabinet-level team to head to Houston this week to meet with BP 


officials about the oil leak disaster, his spokesman said Monday.  


 


Press secretary Robert Gibbs said in a statement Obama directed Energy Secretary Steven Chu to 


lead a team of top administration officials and government scientists in "an extensive dialogue 


with BP officials to continue to aggressively pursue potential solutions" to BP's ongoing 


Deepwater Horizon oil leak in the Gulf of Mexico that has threatened ecological mayhem on the 


Louisiana coast since an April 20 explosion sank the rig, killing 11 workers.  


 


"President Obama remains committed to bringing any and all available resources to the Gulf of 
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Mexico," Gibbs said after Obama met with a number of his Cabinet members and senior staff in 


the White House Situation Room.  


 


"Throughout the week, the president will continue to dispatch additional Cabinet officials to the 


region. In addition, to deal more generally with the harms created by oil spills, the president has 


requested that we send legislation to Congress to toughen and update the law surrounding caps 


on damages."  


 


Asked by reporters before the president's meeting whether Obama was running out of patience 


with efforts to plug the leak, including a failed attempt at placing a containment dome over the 


wellhead a mile below the surface, Gibbs replied: "Look, I'd -- obviously, the president would 


like any of the actions that have been taken to have thus far work. We understood -- and I think 


BP was somewhat out front on the notion that the chances of the containment dome working 


were, I think they said a one-in-three chance." 


 


 


Submarine used to clean spill (Associated Press)  


This story also appeared: impreMedia.com 


 


GULF OF MEXICO (AP) .- A remote-controlled submarine on Monday threw a dispersant 


substance to try to control a massive oil leak coming from the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico , 


which hinted that it will be several weeks before it is reached control.  


 If the leak continues unchecked, within a month or exceed the disaster of the tanker Exxon 


Valdez in 1989 as the worst spill in U.S. history.  


 Specialised equipment by the robot trying to lose weight deepwater oil "is coming out of the 


seabed at a rate of about 795.000 liters (210,000 gallons) diarios_, after receiving approval from 


the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA, for its acronym in English), said British Petroleum.  


 The federal agency had stopped two previous attempts to throw the dispersant in order to test its 


potential impact on the environment and approved the third round of spraying that began early 


Monday, told The Associated Press Mark Proegler spokesman company, which owns the 


platform extractor which exploded and caused the leak.  


 An EPA spokesman did not immediately return messages left to him to request statements.  


 BP engineers in search of new solutions after a buildup of ice ruined his plan to channel the leak 


using a container box 90.7 metric tons (100 tons), went ahead with other possible short-term 


solutions, including the use of a smaller box and inject objects to plug the leak.  


 However, none of these solutions has been attempted so deep, about a mile (one mile).  


At the same time, workers were drilling a new well, which help alleviate the pressure of the 


original, considered a more permanent solution, but it is expected that take up to three months.  


 It is believed that at least 13,300,000 gallons (3.5 million gallons) have been spilled at sea since 


a blast at the oil platform on April 20 killed 11 people.  


 Apparently the engineers are "trying everything that can happen to people" to stop the leak, said 


Ed Overton , professor of environmental studies at Louisiana State University .  


 


 



http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/lugares/g/golfo%2Bde%2Bm%25C3%25A9xico&prev=/search%3Fq%3DEl%2BMensajero%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhiFi6VMTRLwcE7lcib7cETVeWv0-Q

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/empresas/a/agencia%2Bde%2Bprotecci%25C3%25B3n%2Bambiental&prev=/search%3Fq%3DEl%2BMensajero%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhhfgARMTul9pCLVgn5cT2pHRqQWbw

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/empresas/t/the%2Bassociated%2Bpress%2Bmark%2Bproegler&prev=/search%3Fq%3DEl%2BMensajero%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhiP1amgDurn1uagg_Q6V1rRGm-c-A

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/personas/e/ed%2Boverton&prev=/search%3Fq%3DEl%2BMensajero%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhhBoDTYmr5ApXlJTw_fs3_4fQD4JQ

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/empresas/u/universidad%2Bestatal%2Bde%2Blouisiana&prev=/search%3Fq%3DEl%2BMensajero%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhhvpT4uYdEt9B72x7gaPWIiW1BCqA
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Gulf Oil Spill Sparks New Questions About President Obama's Energy 
Policy (Hispanic Business) 


 


April 30, 2010  


Anne K Walters, dpa 


Deutsche Presse-Agentur GmbH 


 


WASHINGTON - The gulf oil spill threatening the Gulf Coast of Louisiana has raised questions 


about U.S. energy policy, just weeks after President Barack Obama backed new drilling for oil 


and natural gas off parts of the U.S. coastline.  


 


Environmental groups, commercial fisheries and politicians are among those worried about the 


impact that the oil leaking from a well after a deadly rig explosion last week in the Gulf of 


Mexico will have, with some now calling for a halt to drilling offshore.  


 


Florida Senator Bill Nelson, who has long spoken out against offshore rigs along his state's 


famed coastline, wrote in a letter to Obama that the accident shows "drilling too close to the 


coast poses too great a threat."  


 


He called for the administration to indefinitely postpone its plans to allow more drilling.  


 


But Obama said Friday that he stood by the idea, while stressing the need for strong controls.  


 


"I continue to believe that domestic oil production is an important part of our overall strategy for 


energy security, but I've always said it must be done responsibly, for the safety of our workers 


and our environment," Obama said from the White House Rose Garden.  


 


A month ago he said he would back drilling in coastal areas in the mid- and southern Atlantic, as 


well as parts of the Arctic Ocean off Alaska's coastline. Other areas like the Pacific coast and 


Alaska's Bristol Bay would remain off limits to oil firms, as Obama sought to balance 


environmental concerns with the desire to promote domestic sources of energy and reduce 


reliance on oil from volatile areas like the Middle East.  


 


At the time, environmental groups decried the move and are now pointing to the Gulf of Mexico 


as evidence that offshore oil rigs are too hazardous.  


 


"There should be no doubt left that drilling is too dirty and dangerous for our coasts and the 


people who live there," Sierra Club executive director Michael Brune said, noting that the 


accident that is believed to have killed 11 oil workers and prompted the ongoing leaks was on a 


state-of-the-art rig that was designed to be safe.  


 


"This same disaster could happen at any one of the hundreds of drilling platforms off our coasts, 


at any moment. It could happen at the drilling sites they've proposed opening along the beaches 


of the Atlantic coast. We don't need to pay this price for energy," Brune said.  
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Top administration officials were in the Gulf to weigh the damages and lead the clean-up efforts, 


and stressed that the accident would be looked into before the approval for more offshore drilling 


sites goes forward.  


 


Obama himself has said that the ongoing spill will be investigated before any new drilling 


begins. He ordered Interior Secretary Ken Salazar to review precautions on offshore drilling sites 


over the next 30 days and said new sites must have safeguards to prevent accidents. Existing rigs 


and wells were also to be inspected.  


 


Carol Browner, assistant to Obama on energy and climate change, said Thursday that "what's 


occurring now will also be taken into consideration as the administration looks at how to 


advance" its energy plans. She noted that the government remains focussed on bringing the spill 


to a close and doing clean-up, but that there will be ample time for public input as the process of 


opening up more areas to possible drilling moves forward.  


 


While administration officials were reluctant to pass judgement, Senate Majority Leader Harry 


Reid said Friday, "This terrible event will, undoubtedly, require us to re-examine how we extract 


our nation's offshore energy resources and will have to be taken into consideration with any 


legislation that proposes to open new areas to development."  


 


Louisiana Senator Mary Landrieu called on the US not to retreat from drilling, but instead to 


reduce the risks as much as possible.  


 


"We don't believe in burying our head in the sand and pretending that the country does not need 


20 million barrels of oil a day, or pretending that we can get this energy tomorrow from 


somewhere else," Landrieu told the Senate.  


 


An estimated 30 per cent of domestically produced oil already comes from the Gulf.  


 


Landrieu pointed to the retreat from nuclear energy following the Three-Mile Island nuclear 


accident in Pennsylvania in 1979, saying it allowed the French to dominate the safe use of 


nuclear power and left the US technologically behind.  


 


 


Oil spill polluting the Gulf of Mexico (La Opinión) 


 


2010-04-28 28/04/2010  


| La Opinión La Opinión  


WASHINGTON (EFE) .- The oil leak on the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico after the explosion of 


a platform last week could become "one of the worst in U.S. history," warned the head of Guard 


Mary Landry .  


 "I'll be frank. The efforts of British Petroleum-operated oil tanker group Deepwater Horizon 


platform-to close the leak have been unsuccessful so far," Landry said in a press conference in 


New Orleans .  



http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/laopinion/home.php&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhjHG02L5acZ0AFp5X4HZo5i5rE9RQ

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/laopinion/home.php&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhjHG02L5acZ0AFp5X4HZo5i5rE9RQ

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/lugares/g/golfo%2Bde%2Bm%25C3%25A9xico&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhijIa_gkhAHehvm-rKV8rOkzo2bXw

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/personas/l/landry&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhiBRC8TRH_2gzIuN3143INyFstELA

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/lugares/n/nueva%2Borleans&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhgbdBwJ-tv81nCY4ZItDRiICSe1IQ
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 The coastguard chief refused to compare the accident with the tanker Exxon Valdez off the coast 


of Alaska in 1989, which poured 40 million liters of crude.  


 However, he stressed that "unless we close the well, will be one of the worst oil spills in U.S. 


history."  


 The directors of British Petroleum (BP) are trying to underwater robotic vehicle can cover the 


well.  


 If they fail, one of the alternatives posed by the authorities, according to Landry, is to burn oil as 


mana, thus limiting the scope of the oil slick, but further pollute the atmosphere.  


 The government of President Barack Obama announced today the launch of a full investigation 


into the causes of the explosion, in which three workers were seriously injured and eleven are 


missing.  


 Those responsible for the investigation, ordered by the Secretary of the Interior U.S. Ken 


Salazar , and U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security, Janet Napolitano , will have powers to issue 


subpoenas, hold hearings and compel attendance of witnesses.  


 The fire on the platform began on April 20 after an explosion that, according to makers of the 


platform, could have been caused by a blast, an unexpected increase in oil output pressure.  The 


platform sank two days later.  


 


In large measure, the task of plugging the well is difficult because the top teams are at about 


1,500 meters deep on the ocean floor, something unthinkable in the oil industry a few decades 


ago but it is possible by technological advances and the overall need to find new deposits.  


 BP's initial efforts with its underwater vehicles operated by remote control to activate a device 


aimed at 450 tons at the bottom of March that can seal the well.  Activation of the valve may 


take 24-36 hours.  


 


 


 


 



http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/lugares/a/alaska&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhju7qqTiNzJS22nLKWGIWYOgdzRSQ

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/personas/b/barack%2Bobama&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhjxwK_oDfdWV_-aIScpOMTmg1W4Mw

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/personas/k/ken%2Bsalazar&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhhfGi8Invv1IBhqj_OiFFJ1Ihlu7Q

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/personas/k/ken%2Bsalazar&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhhfGi8Invv1IBhqj_OiFFJ1Ihlu7Q

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.impre.com/temas/personas/j/janet%2Bnapolitano&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLa%2BOpini%25C3%25B3n%2B(online%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-Address&rurl=translate.google.com&usg=ALkJrhjY1lEyxSvJxJiWD70hP1korfqQ2Q
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African America Media 


Earth Day: No more burning rivers, but new threats (BET) 


WASHINGTON – Pollution before the first Earth Day was not only visible, it was in your face: 
Cleveland's Cuyahoga River caught fire. An oil spill fouled 30 miles of Southern California beaches. 
And thick smog choked many cities' skies. 


Not anymore. 


On Thursday, 40 years after that first Earth Day in 1970, smog levels nationwide have dropped by 
about a quarter, and lead levels in the air are down more than 90 percent. Formerly fetid lakes and 
burning rivers are now open to swimmers. 


The challenges to the planet today are largely invisible — and therefore tougher to tackle. 


"To suggest that we've made progress is not to say the problem is over," said William Ruckelshaus, 
who in 1970 became the first head of the Environmental Protection Agency. "What we've done is shift 
from the very visible kinds of issues to those that are a lot more subtle today." 


Issues such as climate change are less obvious to the naked eye. Since the first Earth Day, carbon 
dioxide levels in the air have increased by 19 percent, pushing the average annual world temperature 
up about 1 degree Fahrenheit, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 


"We've cleaned up what you can see and left everything else in limbo," said Kathleen Rogers, 
president of the Earth Day Network. 


Improvements took shape in the form of the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and changes in the 
way businesses treat the environment, said Denis Hayes. Those reforms, he added, grew out of the 
first Earth Day, an event Hayes helped coordinate. 


"It is the most powerful, sweeping, society-wide change America has had since the New Deal," Hayes 


said. "The air is cleaner despite the fact that we have twice as many vehicles traveling twice as many 
miles." 


Nancy Sutley, head of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, said progress in the past 40 


years is about more than just laws. It's also about innovation that made cleaner cars. And that 
innovation, Sutley said, "is going to be the answer for tackling climate change." 


No place illustrates progress more than the Cuyahoga River. 


Cleveland's main river used to periodically catch fire. On June 22, 1969, trash and an oil slick ignited. 
The river burned for half an hour, drawing national attention to water pollution nationwide. 


People didn't swim in the river at the time, and anyone who fell in needed to be checked by a doctor. 
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"The river bubbled like a cauldron. There were all kinds of chemicals in there, and that was what was 
bubbling at the bottom," said Wayne Bratton, a boat captain then and now, and the first president of 
the Cleveland Harbor Conservation Committee. 


On Tuesday, Wayne Bratton was aboard his boat, The Holiday. He looked over the starboard side at 
Collision Bend and described by telephone what he saw: "I'm looking at a lot of gulls, there's a loon, a 
lot of black heron." 


People now fish in the river, which holds 60 species. There's a spiffy amphitheater on the river bank, 
which never would have been built when the water had a dreadful stench, Bratton said. 


It's not just the Cuyahoga. In 1957, the Public Health Service declared the Potomac River unsafe for 
swimming. Now Rogers lets her children swim in it. 


"I don't even wash them off any more," she said.  


In Los Angeles in the 1960s and 1970s, the joke was that if you moved in during the summer you 
wouldn't notice the nearby mountains until the winter. Now peak smog levels are only one-third as 
high as 40 years ago, he said.  


"Unfortunately, it leads some people to think that we don't have a problem any more," said Sam 
Atwood, spokesman for the South Coast Air Quality Management District.  


The region still has 6,000 yearly premature deaths linked to unseen tiny particles in the air that cause 
heart and lung problems, Atwood said.  


In 1970, Ruckelshaus said, about 85 percent of pollution was from places like factories or power plants 
that the government could regulate. Now such sites account for only 15 percent, with most pollution 
coming from sources like farms that are harder to control.  


That makes fixing the remaining problems politically difficult, said Russell Train, chief environmental 
adviser in 1970 to President Richard Nixon.  


"Back in the '70s, people felt the threat of environmental mistakes and misbehavior," Train said. 
"There was a real threat to your health and people knew that. Today, people will accept that as a 
general principal, but don't feel any immediate threat from climate change or indirect source pollution 
from farmers."  


Last month was the hottest March on record worldwide. It was 1.4 degrees warmer than March 1970, 
according to NOAA.  


The average temperatures for the last 40 years are higher than the rest of the 130 years of record-
keeping, said Deke Arndt, head of climate monitoring at NOAA's National Climate Data Center.  


And, this week, German scientists published an analysis in the scientific journal Nature that says the 
greenhouse gas agreement reached by some international leaders last December in Copenhagen 
would lead to a 10 to 20 percent increase in carbon dioxide levels in 2020.  


That puts "in dire peril" chances for limiting the effects of warming, the researchers said.  


Still, the White House's Sutley is optimistic.  
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"The Cuyahoga River is not on fire anymore, and air quality in Los Angeles is not as bad as it was 40 
years ago. I think people get those connections," Sutley said. "People get that something is changing 
about our climate."  


On the Net:  


Earth Day Network: http://www.earthday.net/  


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on the Cuyahoga River fire: http://tinyurl.com/epacuya 


 


Hispanic Media 
 


40 Years of Earth Day: From Rachel Carson to Al Gore (Hispanic 


Business)  
 


Outlet Full Name: Hispanic Business - Online 


News OCR Text: Forty years ago today, Earth Day exploded into our American lexicon with a 


new brand of do-it-yourself environmentalism. Billed as "the largest protest in American 


history," the first Earth Day centered on college campuses as part sit-in, part act up.  


 


This commemoration of conservation consciousness has grown into a worldwide effort, with 


"saving the planet" becoming an everyday part of life.  


 


How the movement has changed:  


 


Go-to Earth guy  


 


Then: Sen. Gaylord Nelson, the father of Earth Day. The former Wisconsin governor overhauled 


his home state's resources policy, then took on the whole country as senator. His inspiration for 


Earth Day came from two sources: a 1969 Santa Barbara channel oil spill and student anti-war 


protests.  


 


Quote: "Our goal is not just an environment of clean air and water and scenic beauty. The 


objective is an environment of decency, quality and mutual respect for all other human beings 


and all other living creatures."  


 


Now: Former Vice President Al Gore. His book and Oscar-winning documentary, "An 


Inconvenient Truth," brought the global climate crisis into perspective for millions.  


 


Quote: "The good news is, we have everything we need now to respond to the challenge of 


global warming. -- But we should not wait, we cannot wait, we must not wait."  


 


Must reading  


 



http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/ap/ap_on_sc/storytext/us_sci_earth_day_issues/35900732/SIG=10qbnpq7l/*http:/www.earthday.net/

http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/ap/ap_on_sc/storytext/us_sci_earth_day_issues/35900732/SIG=10skhubsq/*http:/tinyurl.com/epacuya
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Then: "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson.  


 


Now: "An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What We Can 


Do About It" by Al Gore.  


 


What's the point  


 


Then: Get mad, get noticed during a united day of protest over the lack of government action on 


air and water pollution.  


 


Now: Get off the couch, pick up trash. The emphasis is on individual participation and making 


Earth Day an everyday mind-set.  


 


Buzz words  


 


Then: Environmentalism, ecology, overpopulation, rivers on fire, fossil fuels, DDT.  


 


Motto: "Save the planet."  


 


Now: Go green, global warming, all-organic, Earth-friendly, recyclable, energy efficient, 


sustainable, carbon footprint, biofuels, LEDs.  


 


Motto: "Think globally, act locally."  


 


Hot-button issues  


 


Then: Pesticides ban, lower emissions standards, clean drinking water, offshore oil drilling.  


 


Now: Climate change, carbon trade-offs, plastic water bottles, offshore oil drilling.  


 


Stand up to be counted  


 


Then: An estimated 20 million Americans participated in inaugural Earth Day events, mostly on 


school and college campuses.  


 


Now: More than 1 billion people worldwide will take part in International Earth Day events this 


month.  


 


How have we changed since the first Earth Day?  


 


By the numbers  


 


POPULATION:  


 


Sacramento  
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1970: 263,400  


 


2009: 481,100  


 


California  


 


1970: 19.9 million  


 


2009: 38.2 million  


 


United States  


 


1970: 205 million  


 


2009: 305.5 million  


 


World  


 


1970: 3.7 billion  


 


2009: 6.7 billion  


 


REGISTERED VEHICLES IN U.S.  


 


1970: 111.2 million  


 


2009: 255.9 million  


 


NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE LAND  


 


1970: 29.6 million acres  


 


2009: 84.4 million acres  


 


MUNICIPAL WASTE  


 


Tons generated:  


 


1970: 121 million  


 


2008: 249.6 million  


 


Tons discarded:  


 


1970: 113 million  
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2008: 166.7 million  


 


Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, California Finance Department, U.S. Bureau of Transportation 


Statistics, National Parks Service.  


 


The Bee's Pete Basofin and Sheila A. Kern contributed to this report.  


 
 


Native American Media 


Protestors air complaints about Peabody (Navajo Times) 


 


Black Mesa riders, supporters pepper delegate with hard questions 


By Marley Shebala 


Navajo Times 


WINDOW ROCK, April 26, 2010 


Horseback riders, some of whom rode all the way from Pinon, Ariz., arrive at the Navajo Nation 


Council Chamber on the first day of the spring session on April 19. 


For the past 40 years, residents of Black Mesa, Ariz., have walked, driven and ridden on 


horseback to Window Rock to meet with their leaders.  


 


On April 19, the first day of the Navajo Nation Council's spring session, a group walked to the 


council chambers carrying signs protesting the renewal of Peabody Western Coal Co.'s lease on 


Black Mesa. 


Among the group were eight horseback riders who had ridden for three days from Big Mountain 


and PiÃ±on, Ariz., to the capital. 


Outside the council chamber, they met informally with delegates including George Arthur 


(Nenahnezad/San Juan/T'iistsoh Sikaad), the sponsor of a resolution to renew Peabody's lease. 


Arthur chairs the council's Resources Committee, which is supporting the lease renewal with no 


increase in the royalty rate, which is set at the minimum allowed by federal law. 


The council tabled the resolution twice in 2009 - on Nov. 12 and Dec. 22 - so the delegates could 


educate themselves about the lease. 


On April 1, the council met in a one-day work session about the Peabody lease. At the end of 


that meeting, the delegates called for another workshop and public hearings on the issue. 


Arthur assured the council public hearings would happen but none have been held. 
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During a 30-minute talk with Arthur, Nicole Horseherder, founder of Tó Nizhóní Ání (beautiful 


springs speak), said elders and children are suffering from asthma and respiratory diseases 


related to living near the area being strip-mined by Peabody. 


She asked how Arthur and his committee could justify sacrificing the health of elders and 


children for coal royalties and mining jobs. 


Marie Gladue, the daughter of long-time Big Mountain activist Katherine Smith, urged that 


Peabody pay restitution to the families before the council agrees to renew the lease. 


Gladue and other activists believe Peabody's desire to exploit Black Mesa coal reserves is behind 


the Navajo-Hopi land dispute, which led to the displacement of mostly Navajo families in the 


area. 


Gladue and her mother are among the few still resisting removal from their homes. 


She said Black Mesa is a female goddess that brings rain and water for Mother Earth. 


Another activist, Louise Benally, urged Arthur and his committee to focus on alternative energy 


and green jobs. 


But she criticized a wind project proposed for the tribe's Big Boquillas Ranch as a venture that 


would benefit the Navajo government but not grassroots Navajos. 


Arthur did not respond. 


Marshall Johnson, one of the riders, said it's time for the leaders to be leaders and include the 


protestors' voices in decision-making. 


Johnson said the people also want the government to be open about its dealings with Peabody 


and how it spends money. 


Mabel Benally, who lives a few feet from the shuttered Black Mesa Mine, said Peabody 


promised running water and electricity but residents must still haul water. 


Benally said her family members all have asthma and some have died from respiratory diseases. 


Juan Begay, PiÃ±on Community School Board vice president, said he rode for the school 


children. 


He said the schools in PiÃ±on are so overcrowded that they have to turn away students. 


"We need new classrooms," he said. 


Johnson said the money that comes from Peabody has never reached the people who were 


removed to make way for mining or the people who remain on the land. 
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Arthur said his family lives next to the Four Corners Power Plant in northwest New Mexico and 


he understands their concerns. He said he's heard from many of them before and he's taken their 


concerns to heart. 


Arthur also assured the group that he would hold public hearings on the matter in their 


community. 


Wahleah Johns, with the Black Mesa Water Coalition, said the Peabody's 1987 coal lease allows 


for negotiations on royalty rates every 10 years. 


The royalty rate is 12.5 percent for the 8580 lease, which covers a portion of the Peabody's 


Kayenta Mine, and 6.25 percent for the 9910 lease, which covers a portion of the Kayenta Mine 


and the former Black Mesa Mine. 


Horseherder wondered about the tribe's willingness to continue accepting the lowest possible 


rates. 


"For 14 years, the official position of the Navajo Nation was that it deserved at least a 20.5 


percent royalty rate," Horseherder said. "Now, Navajo Nation leaders are trying to ram through 


another 10-year agreement with Peabody at the 12.5 percent rates. 


"If the Navajo Nation is really concerned about economic prosperity, why are they negotiating at 


rock bottom rates?" Horseherder asked. 


 


EPA honors tribes as environmental heroes (Navajo-Hopi Observer) 


 
By Brenda Norrell / Indian Country Today 
Story Published: Apr 24, 2006  
Story Updated: Sep 10, 2008  


SAN FRANCISCO - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency selected American Indian tribes in 


the West, along the border and in Hawaii for environmental excellence, during the EPA;s eighth 


annual Environmental Awards ceremony. 


 


EPA Regional Administrator Wayne Nastri presented plaques to three dozen organizations and 


individuals throughout the Pacific Southwest in recognition of their efforts to protect and preserve the 


environment in 2005. 


 


''These organizations and individuals have applied creativity, teamwork and leadership in addressing 


many of the west's most sensitive and complex environmental challenges,'' Nastri said at the award 


ceremony April 18. 


 


Among the environmental heroes: David Saddler, Tim Walls and Cauy Washburn of the Tohono 


O'odham Utility Authority in Sells, Ariz. They were honored for bringing water to the O'odham 


community of Quitovac, a small village in Sonora, Mexico, with no indoor plumbing or electricity. 
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The EPA said O'odham were using shallow, hand-dug wells contaminated with total coliform and 


fecal coliform, and at least one well was contaminated with high levels of lead, arsenic, uranium and 


chromium. 


 


The Tohono O'odham Nation used EPA funding to create the community's first water distribution 


system, increased water storage capacity and well improvements. The EPA recognized this as a first 


on the border. 


 


''This marks the first time a U.S. tribe has completed a water infrastructure project to serve an 


indigenous community along the Mexico border, and the collaboration with EPA and Mexico 


provides additional long-term benefits such as basic sanitation for the local boarding school, a health 


clinic and electricity for the village.'' 


 


The EPA also selected Sandi Tripp and Susan Corum of the Karuk Tribe of California, Department 


of Natural Resources, in Orleans, Calif.  


 


The Karuk Tribe played a key role in discovering and providing a timely response to toxic algae 


blooms in the Klamath River. Tribal members notified resource managers and public health officials 


throughout the Klamath Basin and California, resulting in a comprehensive monitoring program. 


 


Karuk let others know of the algae bloom's dangers, which range from mild skin conditions to 


permanent organ impairment and even death depending upon exposure time and intensity. The 


Karuk Tribe's data led the owner of two hydroelectric dams on the Klamath to fund a three-year 


study of the cause, effect and extent of blooms in the Klamath Basin. 


 


The Ak Chin Indian Community in Maricopa, Ariz., was honored for creating an effective 


environmental department. The environmental benefits include cleaning up and preventing new 


illegal dump sites; removing more than 90 vehicles and 184,000 pounds of auto, farm and truck tires; 


recycling 53,030 pounds of scrap metal, 46,000 pounds of scrap appliances and 432 batteries; and 


removing all underground storage and septic tanks from the community. 


 


On the Navajo Nation, the EPA award went to the Surface and Ground Water Protection Department 


of the Navajo Nation EPA in Window Rock, Ariz. In 2005, the Surface and Ground Water Protection 


Department under the Navajo Nation EPA was selected for its environmental protection activities. 


 


The tribe promulgated five new regulations; completed more than 1,000 environmental compliance 


assistance, monitoring and enforcement activities; is now treated as its own state for important 


sections of the Clean Water Act; and conducted more than 100 environmental outreach activities. 


 


Further, the tribe secured important EPA funding to address the Black Falls Community of Arizona, 


where 100 percent of the residents have no running water in their homes.  


 


In Hawaii, Keikialoha Kekipi and Ho'oulu Lahui of Pahoa were honored. Ho'oulu Lahui, an 


educational nonprofit organization, preserves cultural traditions and practices of ancient Hawaiians. 


By embracing traditional concepts and merging them with the latest in technology, its goal is a 


sustainable community living in harmony with the environment. 


 


The organization's 600-acre coastal land base includes an ancient Hawaiian village that serves as a 
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cultural and environmental learning center. Ho'oulu Lahui's partnership with Kua oka La Public 


Charter school includes plans for the first totally driven solar school in the state of Hawaii. 


 


''Ho'oulu Lahui is an exemplary environmental model for educational agencies,'' the EPA said. 


Among its activities, it partners with college students on forest management and hosts students, 


families and educators from across the world on its solar program and other environmental 


practices.  
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AFRICAN AMERICAN 
 


EPA Reviewing Air Pollution Rules For Oil, Gas (Black Enterprise 
Magazine)  
 


DENVER (AP) — Federal air pollution standards for the oil and gas industry are sorely outdated 


amid ramped up drilling, leaving thousands of emissions sources "under the radar," citizens 


groups said Wednesday.  


 


The Environmental Protection Agency is reconsidering air pollution rules for oil and gas 


operations as part of a settlement with WildEarth Guardians and the San Juan Citizens Alliance. 


The groups say existing rules aren't enough to handle increased drilling and don't account for 


advances in technology that could reduce emissions.  


 


The EPA is getting the public involved in its review by holding meetings in Arlington, Texas, on 


Aug. 2 and in Denver on Aug. 3 for government, industry and citizens to weigh in.  


 


The EPA has agreed to finalize updates to three sets of rules under the Clean Air Act by Nov. 30, 


2011.  


 


The oil and gas industry continues to be one of the heaviest regulated industries, said Kathleen 


Sgamma, the Western Energy Alliance's director of government affairs. The group's members 


already are working with the Western Regional Air Partnership — an effort of tribal and state 


governments and federal agencies — in voluntarily providing detailed emissions data to state 


regulators.  


 


"We want to make sure to reduce emissions from oil and gas production," she said.  


 


Mike Eisenfeld of the San Juan Citizens Alliance said loopholes in existing rules have allowed 


thousands of air pollution sources to operate without permits. He said inventories are needed 


along with studies on public health.  


 


The Four Corners area has thousands of wells that are "major contributors" to ozone levels that 


are edging close to federal limits, Eisenfeld said.  


 


Sgamma said the industry accounts for only a small percentage of emissions of specific 


pollutants.  


 


Artisanal cheesemaker Deborah Rogers operates a goat dairy in the Fort Worth, Texas, area, 


where residents have been concerned about health effects of drilling on the Barnett Shale. She is 


hoping the EPA decides to ban flaring, in which excess vapors are burned off from wells. She 


called it an antiquated process and said technology is available today to help capture emissions.  


 


Other environmental groups said they hope for more monitoring, studies of cumulative effects of 







toxins, and limiting the use of open waste pits in favor of closed-loop systems.  


 


Sgamma said there is no one-size-fits-all solution, since conditions can vary for exploratory 


wells and production wells and from basin to basin.  


 


"A lot of variables go into deciding what controls and technologies can be used," she said.  


 


Online:  


EPA's notice of public meeting: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-17042.htm 


 


 


 


Group: Obama Should Enforce Environmental Laws (Black America Web) 


  


The report calls upon President Barack Obama's administration to enforce many of the 


recommendations made. (AP)  


 


Prolonged exposure to toxins and pollutants have long been shown to have an adverse effects on 


health.  


 


When it comes to governmental policy, however, the trend has been to wait until illnesses 


manifest themselves in significant numbers before action is taken to clean up a neighborhood or 


even investigate the impact of toxic substances on a community.  


 


A new report by the Environmental Justice Project of the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights 


Under Law recommends that looking at actual exposures and biomonitoring data should be a 


routine part of risk assessment.  


 


“A more qualitative assessment can also incorporate the psycho/social stressors that scientific 


literature has shown increase peoples' vulnerability to environment and health issues. This is a 


critical and long-standing environmental justice concern,” according to “Now is the Time: 


Environmental Injustice in the U.S. and Recommendations for Eliminating Disparities,” a 104-


page report, which reviews the work of the environmental justice community over the past 10 


years.  


 


The report calls upon President Barack Obama's administration to enforce many of the 


recommendations made and environmental laws passed in the last decade but were allowed to go 


dormant during the Bush administration.  


 


“Moreover, we believe that if individuals are known to have been exposed to certain pollutants 


or toxins, there is no need to wait until manifestation of adverse health effects occurs to take 


preventive action, especially if there is animal data that indicates possible adverse health impacts 


from exposure,” the report also said. “An agency could perform an audit where there is 


particularly suggestive evidence for exposure in a community or where there is strong evidence 


that there is a public health or environmental threat.”  



http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-17042.htm





 


The Project called for greater use of geographic and community-based data, including 


hospitalization and emergency room records for treatment of asthma or exposure to heavy 


metals, including lead and mercury, to determine the cumulative impact of exposure to toxins.  


 


“This type of geographic focus in the analysis,” the report said, “can provide additional support 


for community/university partnerships to undertake further research.”  


 


 


Researchers Present Ideas To Save Chesapeake Bay (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) — Floating wetlands, porous asphalt and living walls are some of the 


ideas that universities, federal laboratories and private companies are developing to restore the 


Chesapeake Bay.  


 


Those ideas and others were presented Wednesday in Annapolis at a "Technologies That Can 


Save the Bay" event sponsored by the Maryland Technology Development Corporation and the 


Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  


 


Many of the ideas focus on keeping pollutants like nitrogen, phosphorous and sediments out of 


waterways. Others would remove them once they reach the Chesapeake, where sediments cloud 


the water and bury grasses, and nitrogen and phosphorous act as nutrients feeding light- and 


oxygen-robbing algae.  


 


Floating wetlands, for example, are floating mats, rafts or other structures on which plants grow 


with the roots dangling into the water, removing the nitrogen compounds that come from 


sewage, fertilizer runoff and other sources. Living walls are made of masonry but have voids in 


which plants can grow. And porous asphalt allows water to trickle through it into the ground, 


where pollutants are filtered out and consumed by bacteria, instead of running off into nearby 


waterways.  


 


Kent Hansen of the National Asphalt Pavement Association said porous asphalt is just like 


traditional asphalt but doesn't have sand added to the gravel and thick petroleum byproduct that 


binds it together. While it is more expensive to install because it is normally laid over a thick 


gravel bed, it helps eliminate the need for stormwater retention ponds, he said.  


 


"You're already building this pavement at a site, you may actually eliminate or reduce the size of 


a detention basin, saving land," Hansen said, as a video played behind him showing a hose 


running onto pavement but not off.  


 


Michael Furbish, of The Furbish Company, discussed his firm's Smartslope system for 


reinforcing hillsides and other sloping areas that often are subject to erosion. The system uses 


what he calls "concrete drawers" that are stacked, filled with soil and plants, reinforcing the 


slope, consuming runoff and nutrients.  







 


Keith Bowers, of Baltimore-based Biohabitats, discussed floating wetlands. Biohabitats has 


installed four systems, including a small demonstration system at the Living Classrooms 


Foundation campus in downtown Baltimore. While they have been used effectively on ponds and 


lakes, in an ecosystem as large as the Chesapeake Bay, they serve primarily as an educational 


tool, Bowers said.  


 


"What makes ours unique is we are actually harvesting trash, debris, mainly plastic bottles from 


waterways, urban waterways, and using that as the flotation device," Bowers said.  


 


The bottles are compacted into a mesh tub and wrapped with coconut husk fiber and plants are 


plugged into perforations in the mesh. As the plants grow, their roots reach down into the water 


absorbing nitrogen, he said.  


 


Dr. Bill Hunt, an associate professor of biological and agricultural engineering at North Carolina 


State University, said they can be effective, opening wider areas than planting only on the 


bottom near the shoreline.  


 


"The biggest thing is it's expensive to do the earthwork to get the soil close enough to the 


surface," said Hunt, who was not among those presenting ideas on Wednesday. "What's really 


nice about these things is they float and it doesn't matter what the water depth is beneath them."  


 


Hunt said floating wetlands have been used for wastewater treatment in the western United 


States and in New Zealand, and their use for removing nitrogen from other waterways is being 


increasingly investigated. However, not enough data has been collected to justify incentives for 


developers and others to use them on stormwater containment ponds or other waterways, he said.  


 


Hunt is currently studying floating wetlands on two ponds in Durham, N.C., and says he 


expected nitrogen removal and water temperature reduction will be the primary benefits.  


 


Chuck Fox, the federal Environmental Protection Agency's senior bay adviser, spoke at the 


event, saying regulators can't "pick the horse to ride," but can define expectations and let the 


market respond with appropriate technologies. Fox noted the federal Clean Air Act mandated air 


pollution reductions and automakers later developed catalytic converters.  


 


However, Fox said the challenge was daunting, noting that no one has ever restored a waterway 


the size of the Chesapeake Bay, although there have been success stories on smaller scales. He 


also encouraged researchers, entrepreneurs and others to focus on the core issues, noting the way 


past solutions have inadvertently continued to damage the bay.  


 


"I would really recommend we focus instead on things that really are about getting at the core 


root of the challenges that we face in energy, nitrogen, phosphorous and sediment pollution," and 


the "less sexy stuff" of urban, suburban and agricultural stormwater runoff.  


 


If those technologies are developed, they will have global reach because the problems that affect 


the Chesapeake are also affecting waterways worldwide, Fox said.  







 


"What we figure out, here in Maryland, that works in the Chesapeake will, in fact, be exported 


around the world, guaranteed," Fox said. 


 


 


Oil Pipeline Leak Pollutes Major Michigan River (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


BATTLE CREEK, Mich. (AP) — Crews were working Tuesday to contain and clean up more 


than 800,000 gallons of oil that poured into a creek and flowed into the Kalamazoo River in 


southern Michigan, coating birds and fish.  


 


Authorities in Battle Creek and Emmett Township warned residents about the strong odor from 


the oil, which leaked Monday from a 30-inch pipeline built in 1969 that carries about 8 million 


gallons of oil per day from Griffith, Ind., to Sarnia, Ontario.  


 


Crews waded in oily water as they worked to stop the oil's advance downstream. Oil-covered 


Canada geese walked along the banks of the Kalamazoo River, and photos showed dead fish 


floating in the spill. The Kalamazoo River eventually flows into Lake Michigan, but officials 


didn't expect the oil to reach the lake.  


 


Calgary, Alberta-based Enbridge Inc.'s affiliate Enbridge Energy Partners LP of Houston 


estimated about 819,000 gallons of oil spilled into Talmadge Creek before the company could 


stop the flow. Enbridge crews and contractors deployed oil skimmers and absorbent booms to 


minimize its environmental impact.  


 


"We are going to do what it takes to make this right," Enbridge's president and CEO Patrick D. 


Daniel said during a news conference in Battle Creek.  


 


The company had begun testing the air near the spill, with the primary concern being the 


possible presence of the cancer-causing chemical benzene. On Tuesday, the company said it 


hadn't found any levels that would be of concern in residential areas. Groundwater testing also 


was planned. Authorities evacuated two homes near the leak, and some locals said they were 


concerned about the fumes. But there were no reports of sickened residents.  


 


As of Tuesday afternoon, oil was reported in about 16 miles of the Kalamazoo River downstream 


of the spill, said Mary Dettloff, spokeswoman for the Michigan Department of Natural 


Resources and Environment. She said state officials were told during a company briefing that an 


estimated 877,000 gallons spilled — a figure more than 50,000 gallons higher than the 


company's public estimate.  


 


U.S. Rep. Mark Schauer, D-Mich., said he discussed the spill Tuesday with President Barack 


Obama at the White House. Schauer called the spill a "public health crisis," and said he plans to 


hold hearings to examine the response.  


 







"The company was originally slow to respond and it is now clear that this is an emergency," 


Schauer told reporters on a conference call.  


 


The cause of spill was under investigation. The oil spilled into the creek, which flows northwest 


into the river. The site is in Calhoun County's Marshall Township, about 60 miles southeast of 


Grand Rapids.  


 


Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm activated the State Emergency Operations Center, and state 


officials conducted a helicopter flyover. Battle Creek and surrounding Calhoun County declared 


a local state of emergency.  


 


"Our focus is protecting Michigan citizens and our environment by providing any needed state 


resources to expediently address the situation," Granholm said in a statement.  


 


Enbridge said it had about 200 employees and contractors working on the spill. Local, state and 


federal agencies also were involved, and the National Transportation Safety Board launched an 


investigation. The pipeline was shut down Monday and isolation valves were closed, stopping 


the source of the oil, the company said.  


 


The Kalamazoo River eventually bisects the city of Kalamazoo and meanders to Saugatuck, 


where it empties into Lake Michigan. Officials didn't think the oil would spread past Morrow 


Lake, which has a dam upstream of Kalamazoo, Dettloff said.  


 


The river already faced major pollution issues. An 80-mile segment of the river and five miles of 


a tributary, Portage Creek, were placed on the federal Superfund list of high-priority hazardous 


waste sites in 1990. The Kalamazoo site also includes four landfills and several defunct paper 


mills.  


 


U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., said in a statement that his office has been in close contact with 


federal agencies to ensure that cleanup crews have the needed resources to complete the job as 


quickly as possible.  


 


"For now, the focus is on limiting the damage and cleaning up the oil, Levin said. "It is also 


vitally important that the company responsible for the spill bear the costs of cleanup and that it 


compensate anyone who has suffered damages related to the spill."  


 


The Michigan Department of Community Health warned the public to stay away from the creek 


and river during the cleanup. It also said people shouldn't eat fish from the waterways or have 


contact with the water, and farmers and homeowners who use the water for irrigation or livestock 


should stop.  


 


Associated Press Writer David Runk in Detroit contributed to this report. 







 


Environmentalists: Don't Overlook Onshore Drilling (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — Dozens of environmental groups large and small are urging 


congressional leaders not to overlook onshore drilling amid debate over how to prevent another 


oil spill like the Gulf of Mexico disaster.  


 


Drilling for oil and gas often occurs in residential areas, yet it uses large volumes of toxic 


chemicals and creates large amounts of toxic waste, Earthjustice, the Sierra Club, The 


Wilderness Society and others wrote in a letter Wednesday to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 


Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid.  


 


The groups want more onshore drilling regulation to accompany new rules offshore.  


 


"Although onshore incidents may not make national headlines, communities across the United 


States regularly experience tragic incidents of their own," they wrote.  


 


Drinking water contamination, air pollution, well blowouts and spills have been happening 


onshore within the past few months, they said.  


 


Giving more oversight to the federal regulators who failed to prevent the Gulf disaster would be 


a bad idea, said an industry group, the Western Energy Alliance.  


 


"It doesn't make sense to take more control away from state oil and gas regulators and give it to 


the federal agency that just oversaw the worst environmental catastrophe in the history of our 


nation," Marc Smith, executive director of the alliance, said Friday.  


 


He pointed out that 17 Democratic representatives wrote to Pelosi and House Majority Leader 


Steny Hoyer on Wednesday, urging the leaders not to have a "knee-jerk" reaction by passing 


"extraneous proposals" restricting onshore energy development.  


 


What Congress really should do, Smith said, is pass a more predictable process for oil, gas and 


renewable energy development on public land, one that helps companies be more certain about 


whether their plans can move ahead.  


 


"That's the real reform that's needed," he said.  


 


One bill before Congress would require companies to disclose to the U.S. Environmental 


Protection Agency the chemicals used in a process that improves the productivity of oil and gas 


wells by pumping water, sand and chemicals underground at high pressure.  


 


Hydraulic fracturing, or "fracking," opens rock fissures and improves the flow of oil and gas. 


Companies currently don't have to disclose their fracking recipes, and they say they need to keep 


the formulas secret for competitive reasons.  







 


That's been a problem in places like Pavillion in central Wyoming, where the EPA has been 


investigating whether fracking has contaminated residential water wells, said Steve Jones with 


the Wyoming Outdoor Council, one of the groups that signed the letter to Pelosi and Reid.  


 


"Keeping the information secret has been hampering the overall investigation. It seems to me all 


landowners ought to be entitled to know the chemicals that are being used on their property," 


Jones said.  


 


The EPA plans to host a public meeting on the Pavillion situation next month.  


 


In the East, people have been crowding public meetings on fracking while companies have 


started using the process to tap gas in the vast Marcellus Shale beneath Pennsylvania, New York, 


West Virginia and Ohio.  


 


Environmentalists also want Congress to end tax benefits for oil and gas and make sure federal 


research money focuses on public safety and environmental protection. Another bill would do 


away with fast-track approval of oil and gas drilling on public land.  


 


"The Deepwater Horizon disaster showed the flaws in the system for offshore drilling," said 


Jessica Ennis, a legislative associate for Earthjustice in Washington, D.C. "A lot of those flaws 


are mirrored for the onshore drilling process, too."  


 


Congress could pass drilling legislation next week, she said, but it's not clear yet whether that 


would cover onshore as well as offshore drilling.  


 


"We obviously think it's important for it to be a comprehensive package," Ennis said.  


 


Other groups signing the letter included the National Audubon Society, Natural Resources 


Defense Council, Environment America, Biodiversity Conservation Alliance, WildEarth 


Guardians and smaller organizations in 14 states. 


 


Go Green or Go Home (Black Enterprise Magazine) 


 


Time's up. The green economy is making significant headway and will soon be woven into the 


fabric of business. Unfortunately, many small-business owners and entrepreneurs need to play 


catch-up.  


 


In recent years, we've realized the green economy impacts nearly every industry. Businesses—


especially those that are minority-owned, which have historically lagged in participating—need 


to learn how their operations, products, and/or services can utilize green innovations and seize 


the opportunities. It doesn't require a complete overhaul of processes and procedures, but a long-


term strategy for establishing a solid footprint in this space should be the goal.  


 







Consumer demand for green products and services is on the rise, and businesses are evolving to 


provide the supply. U.S. patents for clean-energy technologies in 2009 were at an all-time high, 


with 200 more patents filed than in 2008, according to the State of Green Business 2010 report 


by industry website GreenBiz.com. And, according to The Clean Energy Economy report by the 


Washington, D.C.-based think tank Pew Charitable Trusts, the clean energy segment of the green 


economy alone includes more than 68,000 businesses and 770,000 jobs in all 50 states. Taking 


an active role in the green economy and looking for ways to incorporate sustainable resources 


and green energy will help solidify your place in the changing business landscape.  


 


I know the green space is unfamiliar territory for many entrepreneurs, and some of you are 


hesitant about the cost and time it takes to see a return on investment. But resources exist for you 


to get there. The Obama administration invested $80 billion in clean energy programs last year. 


And organizations such as the Environmental Protection Agency and the Small Business 


Administration are available to help teach business owners about existing programs and 


opportunities.  


 


Noble Strategy L.L.C. is an example of how an existing business model can be adjusted to 


participate in the green economy. The South Orange, New Jersey, construction management and 


consulting firm's president and CEO, William S. Parrish Jr., received his LEED accreditation (a 


certification developed by the U.S. Green Building Council) in 2004. He now uses his expertise 


in sustainable design and construction practices for clients in the private and public sector. 


Revenues for 2009 were almost $3 million, 20% of which came from green or sustainable 


projects. And Parrish anticipates that figure to reach 35% by year-end.  


 


Government and nonprofit organizations have a strong incentive to help businesses go green 


because the implications extend beyond dollars toward saving the environment before it's too 


late. The Gulf of Mexico is being devastated by the biggest oil spill in U.S. history. Both the 


ecosystem and small businesses that depend on the Gulf for survival are suffering. Looking 


forward, sustainability offers small businesses the opportunity to execute three goals: help the 


environment, help your business, and help the economy. Who's ready to get started?  


 


Tennille M. Robinson is BE's small business editor. 


 


 


Senate Democrats Turn Focus To Gulf Spill Response (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Democrats hope to pass a narrow energy bill next week that 


responds to the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and takes steps to improve energy efficiency, after 


abandoning plans for a sweeping measure that caps greenhouse gases blamed for global 


warming.  


 


Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid said no Republican senator was willing to back a 


comprehensive energy and climate bill, a development he called "terribly disappointing" and 


even dangerous.  







 


"It's easy to count to 60," Reid told reporters Thursday. "I could do it by the time I was in eighth 


grade. My point is this, we know where we are. We know we don't have the votes."  


 


Still, the Nevada Democrat said he was optimistic about the more limited measure, which would 


crack down on oil giant BP PLC, boost energy efficient homes and provide incentives to convert 


many of the nation's large trucks from diesel fuel to natural gas.  


 


"Number one, we're going to hold BP accountable to ensure that they clean up their mess," Reid 


said. "Hopefully, we can stop (accidents) from ever happening, but if they do, there will be a 


process to move forward."  


 


While far from comprehensive, the new bill "is a step forward," Reid said.  


 


Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., lead sponsor of the now-abandoned climate bill, said he was not 


giving up on efforts to cap heat-trapping carbon emissions. He noted that it took more than two 


decades for Congress to approve a health care bill championed by his friend and fellow 


Massachusetts senator, the late Ted Kennedy.  


 


"This is not going to take that long. This is not going to take close to that long. I am absolutely 


confident that as the American people make their voices heard, and as our colleagues go home 


and listen to them we're going to grow in our ability to be able to pass this," Kerry said.  


 


Still, the climate bill faces bleak prospects.  


 


Democrats have been trying for more than a year to pass a plan that charges power plants, 


manufacturers and other large polluters for their carbon dioxide emissions, the leading 


contributor to global warming.  


 


Last year, the House voted 219-212 for a "cap and trade" plan featuring economic incentives to 


reduce carbon emissions from power plants, vehicles and other sources.  


 


Republicans slammed the bill as a "national energy tax" and jobs killer, arguing that the costs 


would be passed on to consumers in the form of higher electricity bills and fuel costs that would 


lead manufacturers to take their factories overseas.  


 


In recent weeks, Senate Democrats floated a more modest approach that would limit the carbon 


tax to the electricity sector. That plan, which drew support from the White House and words of 


encouragement from Republican Sen. Olympia Snowe of Maine, was never formally proposed. 


But it, too, failed to attract the 60 votes needed to advance it in the 100-member Senate.  


 


White House energy adviser Carol Browner said President Barack Obama continues to support a 


comprehensive bill that includes a cap on carbon emissions, but said the president also supports 


Reid's decision to go forward with a narrower bill. For Obama the effort has ranked behind only 


overhauling the nation's health care system and its financial regulations on his list of priorities.  


 







Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb., said Reid and Kerry were wise to withdraw the carbon tax, which 


many environmental groups say is the best way to combat global climate change.  


 


"If you can't get 60 votes for a package, there's no reason to bring it to the floor," Nelson, who 


opposed the carbon cap legislation. He said he might support the more limited energy package, 


but wanted to see the details.  


 


Larry Schweiger, president and CEO of the National Wildlife Federation, said the Senate was on 


the brink of a colossal failure.  


 


"Too many senators are listening to polluters instead of the American public," he said. "Too 


many senators have learned nothing from the Gulf disaster and the high price we pay when oil 


lobbyists dictate our energy laws." 


 


 


 


Montana-Saskatchewan Climate Project Shelved (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Money troubles have stalled indefinitely a proposal to capture carbon 


dioxide emissions from a Canadian coal plant and store the gas underground in Montana — a 


largely unproven concept considered key for addressing climate change.  


 


Montana and Saskatchewan's elected leaders had sought $100 million from each of their federal 


governments for the proposal, but have failed to deliver the money.  


 


It was billed as an industrial-scale test of technologies that could reduce carbon emissions from 


some of the 650 coal-fired power plants in the two countries. Coal power is the leading industrial 


source of greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.  


 


But without money for construction, Montana's sponsor in the proposal, the six-state Big Sky 


Carbon Sequestration Partnership, is shifting its efforts to another carbon storage project, said 


partnership director Lee Spangler, a professor at Montana State University.  


 


In Saskatchewan, officials say the province may now work without Montana on a scaled-down 


carbon capture proposal, using $50 million in provincial money.  


 


"It's got enough viability that we could go ahead without the Montana portion," said the 


province's energy minister, Bill Boyd.  


 


The proposal called for retrofitting a SaskPower coal plant in southern Saskatchewan with 


equipment to capture 30 percent of its carbon dioxide emissions.  


 


More than 1 million tons of the gas would have been sent through 50 miles of pipelines ending in 


Montana, where the carbon dioxide was to have been injected deep underground for long-term 







storage.  


 


The apparent derailing of that cross-border initiative comes 14 months after it was announced by 


Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer and Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall.  


 


At the time, Montana officials said they had requested an Obama administration stimulus grant 


to pay their half of the bill. But a formal application was never made, according to Spangler and 


Schweitzer aide Mike Volesky.  


 


The incident has close parallels with another cross-border deal Schweitzer recently made that 


also hinged on federal money — the retirement of mining company leases near Glacier National 


Park in the Flathead Valley of British Columbia.  


 


That case led to a high-profile political spat with the state's two U.S. senators, Max Baucus and 


Jon Tester, after Schweitzer panned the congressional delegation for not delivering money for 


the mining buy-out — even though he had yet to formally ask for the funding.  


 


Volesky said the Montana-Saskatchewan case was different, and that the state actively sought 


out the Department of Energy grants even though it never formally applied.  


 


Those efforts were dropped after officials determined the carbon capture project did not qualify 


for the stimulus grants, Volesky and Spangler said.  


 


In January, Spangler said, the Big Sky partnership applied for a $65 million grant through 


another Department of Energy Program. That application has since essentially been abandoned 


after the partnership could not come up with $35 million to cover the rest of the project costs.  


 


"It is our assessment that this project, even though it's a very good project, would take too much 


time to get together," he said.  


 


Spangler said the $65 million grant was being rewritten to be used on another project, also in 


Montana, that involves capturing carbon dioxide from a source other than a power plant.  


 


He would not release any further details, citing a confidentiality request made by a private sector 


partner in the new proposal. 


 


 


 


 


HISPANIC 
 


Peru: miner Doe Run fails to fulfill environmental agreement and is left the 
closing on the brink (Univision) 


 







27 of Julio of 2010, 09:00 p.m. ET  


LIMA, 28 Jul 2010 (AFP) -  


American miner Doe Run failed to fulfill Tuesday the last term given by the Peruvian authorities 


to reinitiate activities with the required environmental guarantees, with which the government 


was in condition for cancelling his operations in a metallurgical complex of the center of the 


country.  


 


The company, property of Grupo Renco of the United States, raised nevertheless in an official 


notice that will reinitiate operations in a later date (without needing it) in view of that “subjects 


subsist that they require to be solved to guarantee the sustainability of the metallurgical complex 


of the Basket”.  


 


In a warning paid in the local press, Doe Run was committed to continue paying 70% of the 


wage to the workers, like has done it in the 13 months that take closed the metallurgical one.  


 


The Ministry of Energy and Mines at night announced that Doe Run failed to fulfill its 


commitment to reinitiate the operations in the Basket and that did not apply a program of 


environmental protection either, when winning the term of 10 months.  


 


“This breach of the company will be communicated to the supervise institutions (of the State) so 


that they take the actions that correspond within the framework of their competitions”, indicated 


the ministry, without needing the measures.  


 


In its official notice, Doe Run indicated that it presented/displayed to his creditors a plan of 


businesses to reinitiate his operations, including the payment of the total of the debt and the 


constitution of guarantees for a strategic partner that it will grant the financing.  


 


According to the company --that it said to be in the process to formalize its commitment with the 


creditors-- that proposal was welcomed “positively” by the government.  


 


The ministry of Energy and Mines had ratified last Friday that the maximum term for the 


entrance in operation of Doe Run overcame east Tuesday, reason why the closing of the 


company is considered imminent, that has 3,500 workers.  


 


The Manuela, Secretary of Labor Garci'a, said Tuesday that before the probable closing of the 


company will put in practice a plan to relocate to the workers in other mining projects of the 


country.  


 


Doe Run controls the metallurgical complex of the Basket from its privatization in 1997, but it 


closed operations in June of the last year arguing that was affected by world-wide the financial 


crisis, the loss of prices of metals and the suspension of a credit of a group of foreign banks.  


 


The Basket, city of about 30,000 inhabitants located 185 km to the east of Lima, to 3,500 meters 


of altitude, has been living on the mining for more than 100 years and is considered one of the 


most contaminated of the world.  


 







In spite of it most of its inhabitants it defends to the company by the work sources that it 


generates.  


 


Into the smelting and refinery of the metallurgical complex typical minerals of Peruvian the 


$andes are transformed, as it receives, zinc, silver, lead, bismuth, gold, selenium, tellurium and 


antimony. Also, the company sets off the polimetálica mine Cobriza, also in the central region 


and equally paralyzed.  


 


The miner must about 200 million dollars to suppliers and to the state treasury and fails to fulfill 


with the financing of 160 million dollars to put in practice a plan of defense of environment. In 


the last years it obtained terms to adapt itself to the environmental program, but always it failed 


to fulfill.  


 


When winning the term, workers of Doe Run went to their center of workings but they stated that 


there were minerals no to process, informed Royberto Guzmán, Secretary General of the union.  


 


In last January the National Society of Mining, Petroleum and Energía (SNMPE) expelled from 


its sine to Doe Run not to have will to solve its problems nor to fulfill its commitments. 


 


Joint Center Convenes Experts on 'Climate Change, Human Health and the 
Well-Being of Vulnerable Communities (Hispanic Business) 


 


WASHINGTON, July 26 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Climate change is predicted to increase 


the intensity and negative impacts of urban heat events, prompting the need to develop 


preparedness and adaptation strategies that reduce societal vulnerability to extreme heat. The 


potential health impacts resulting from climate change are essential to policy discussions about 


reducing greenhouse gas emissions and about social adaptation to climate change. Children 


represent a particularly vulnerable group that is likely to suffer disproportionately from both 


direct and indirect adverse health effects of climate change. Anticipated direct health 


consequences of climate change include injury and death from extreme weather events and 


natural disasters; increases in climate sensitive infectious diseases; increases in air pollution-


related illness; and more heat related, potentially fatal, illness. Within all of these categories, 


children experience greater vulnerability in comparison to other groups. The Joint Center for 


Political and Economic Studies has brought together experts to discuss these issues with key 


stakeholders and provide policy solutions.  


 


What: Joint Center's 40th Anniversary Critical Issues in Climate Change Speakers Series will 


examine these issues using an interdisciplinary approach that includes information about weather 


and climate, the natural and built environment, social processes and characteristics, interactions 


with stakeholders, and an assessment of community vulnerability at the local level.  


 


Who: Georges C. Benjamin, M.D., Executive Director, American Public Health Association  


 


Kimberly Thigpen Tart, Esq., Program Analyst, National Institute of Environmental Health 


Sciences  







 


Mary H. Hayden, Ph.D., Research Scientist, National Center for Atmospheric Research  


 


Nsedu Obot Witherspoon, Executive Director, Children's Environmental Health Network  


 


Ralph B. Everett, Esq., President and CEO, Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies  


 


When: Tuesday, July 27, 2010 ~ 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (Lunch will be provided.)  


 


Where: Columbus Room at Union Station, 50 Massachusetts Ave., NE Washington, DC 20002  


 


The Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies is one of the nation's leading research and 


public policy institutions and the only one whose work focuses primarily on issues of particular 


concern to African Americans and other people of color. To learn more, please visit 


http://www.jointcenter.org/. Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies  


 


Web Site: http://www.jointcenter.org/ 
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Hopi Council approves carbon capture storage project (Navajo-Hopi 
Observer) 


 


Rosanda Suetopka Thayer 


The Observer 


KYKOTSMOVI, Ariz. - In a surprise move, the Hopi Tribal Council approved a controversial 


project with an 8 to 4 vote, giving four western energy companies (WEC Consortium) and the 


Hopi Tribe the go-ahead to evaluate geologic characteristics of the Black Mesa Basin for 


potential commercial storage of carbon dioxide (CO2) in a new method known as carbon capture 


sequestration (CCS). 


 


Nada Talayumptewa, chair of the Hopi Tribe's Energy Team and council representative from 


Kykotsmovi, placed the action item and resolution on the council's agenda. 


 


The proposed project seeks to drill a series of exploration wells on Hopi land for the purpose of 


collecting and analyzing detailed geological, geophysical and water quality data. Wells will be 


drilled to a depth of approximately 9,000 feet to determine if the rock strata is hospitable enough 


to store toxic CO2 extracted from coal plant emissions underground on Hopi and near Navajo 


reservation communities. 


 







This project builds from an ongoing Department of Energy (DOE) funded project known as the 


Arizona Utilities Northern Arizona Pilot Project located at the Cholla Power Plant near Joseph 


City. The project budget will cost approximately $5.02 million and work would be completed 


within 15 months of DOE approval. 


 


The other participants include Salt River Project (SRP) as the lead applicant with the Hopi Tribe, 


Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Tucson Electric Power (TEP) and Peabody Coal 


Company. 


 


SRP, TEP and Tri-State currently supply generation, transmission and distribution of electricity 


to communities through Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming and Nebraska. Peabody is 


one of the major coal producers in the United States. 


 


Immediately adjacent to both Hopi and Navajo communities, the project has very little research 


available to assess long range impacts on the Black Mesa Basin, which contains billions of tons 


of high quality, low sulfur coal reserves as well as coal bed methane, oil and gas reserves. The 


basin is currently surrounded by six coal-fired energy plants which produce over 11,000 


megawatts of power and emits 65 million tons of harmful CO2 annually. 


 


Concerns about the approval of this controversial project have raised many questions from the 


Hopi people, who heard about the approval through tribal department heads. 


 


One of the more immediate concerns was that Hopi tribal members were never given an 


opportunity to voice their concerns and question the council regarding such a new technology as 


CCS, since it is still considered experimental, and long term storage of CO2 is a relatively new 


concept. Scientists have stated that CO2 can be "captured" with one such experiment taking 


place at the Cholla Power Plant by Arizona Public Service, but long term outcomes are still 


being researched. 


 


There are also questions about how long the CO2 will be stored. The short answer is: forever. 


 


Another concern is water. Since CCS requires massive amounts of water because the capturing 


and compression requires much energy, the Consortium also states that they don't have the water 


right now, which would mean an increase in pumping Hopi and Navajo water from its current 


water rate. Proposed increases call for another 25 to 40 more water being pumped. 


 


Safety is also a critical issue since scientists have stated that they cannot predict how long CO2 


can be safely stored since it could potentially leak into other underground aquifers or into the air. 


 


Hopi community members have also asked: Can the Hopi Tribe pull out of the project? The 


answer is yes, but not without consequences. SRP, which operates the Mohave Generating 


station, is the principal investigator and applicant for the $5 million dollar grant from the DOE. If 


the Hopi Tribe pulls out of the project, they could possibly be put into a serious liability situation 


for "misleading" DOE in accessing the money for this experiment. 


 







Peabody has also been actively participating and supporting the CCS project because they want 


to keep mining Hopi and Navajo coal for a very long time. 


 


Joelynn Roberson, a consultant to the Consortium, is also under fire from the Hopi community 


since part of her position description requires her to act as facilitator to the Hopi nation to 


"ensure permitting" and to engage in public outreach on tribal lands concerning the project, 


which to date has not occurred. 


 


Two former Hopi Chairmen, Vernon Masayesva and Benjamin Nuvamsa, spoke to the Observer 


about their concerns. 


 


Nuvamsa stated, "The Hopi Tribe is assuming a lot about this project. These are poisonous gases 


... from the coal fired plants [that will be] deposited into wells 9,000 feet deep for more than a 


lifetime. Therein lies the problem. It's just another way to allow these plants to keep polluting but 


this time, they would be polluting our water, not the air." 


 


"It's a pretty clever way ... for these companies to get around tough EPA air emissions control 


requirements like [Best Alternative Retrofit Technology] (BART). They are trying to divert our 


tribal attention away from the coal plants polluting the skies and a way to justify the continued 


existence of their plants," he added. 


 


Masayesva stated, "This project approved by the Hopi Council, which will allow the Hopi and 


Navajo geologic strata and water reserves to store CO2 is highly experimental. Hopi and Navajo 


people have good reason to suspect that the sequestration model cannot accurately predict the 


migration of CO2 We have no idea and neither do scientists of the true picture of the extent of 


damages that can be done to the ground water in the Black Mesa Basin." 


 


He added, "Bottom line, the question that this project and its supporters must answer to the Hopi 


and Navajo people is this: Did the Hopi Tribe actually want the CO2 sequestration on Hopi land, 


or are they using this sequestration project as a vehicle to collect mineral data? If the latter is 


true, then the Hopi Council has now acted in bad faith, and this could have serious consequences 


for our tribe because it would mean that SRP, Peabody and the other energy companies along 


with Hopi water consultant Joelynn Roberson could be accused of securing federal money for 


this project under false pretenses." 


 


Nuvamsa concluded, "What everyone here on Hopi and Navajo should understand is that once 


the CO2 is injected into our reservation homeland ground, it will not be possible to extract those 


poisonous gases or stop them from permeating into our aquifers. Our aquifers will be forever 


poisoned. Future Hopi and Navajo generations will pay the price for a few measly dollars that 


these Hopi council members want. This is what I call environmental extortion." 


 


The eight Hopi Council members who approved the project included: Nada Talayumptewa, 


Phillip Quochytewa, Norman Honanie, Danny Honanie, Everett Calnimptewa, Wayne 


Kuwanhoiyoma, Velma Kelyesva and Arvin Puhuyesva. 


 







A public information meeting sponsored by the InterTribal COALition group to discuss this 


topic will be held at the Hotevilla Youth and Elderly Center at 10 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 6. A meal 


will be provided and all Hopi and Navajo tribal members are encouraged to come to share their 


opinions and concerns regarding this project. 


 








 


 


For Immediate Release:  Friday, March 26, 2010 


BYRD REACTS TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPRUCE #1 MINE 
 


Washington, DC – U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., issued the following reaction to the 


Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) announcement that they will begin veto proceedings 


of Arch Coal’s surface mining request at Spruce #1 Mine in Logan County: 


“The announcement by the EPA today of its Proposed Determination to exercise its veto 


authority over the Spruce #1 Mine permit begins a process that enables the company and the 


public to comment on the matter in writing and at public hearings.  I would strongly encourage 


all parties to seek a balanced, fair, reasonable compromise.” 


“EPA Administrator Jackson reiterated to me that more wide-ranging guidance is forthcoming in 


the near future, providing clarity relating to water quality issues and mining permits.  I 


encouraged her to move forward as soon as possible so those seeking approval of permits can 


fully understand the parameters for acceptable activity under the Clean Water Act.” 


 


### 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN 


EPA Public Meeting In Denver Focuses On Fracking (Back Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


DENVER (AP) — The Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday was holding the second of 


four public meetings to gather comments about an upcoming study of how drinking water might 


be affected by a method of extracting natural gas.  


 


The decades-old process — called hydraulic fracturing, or fracking — pumps water and 


chemicals underground at high pressure to help extract trapped oil and natural gas. The fluids 


break open fractures in shale formations, and sand or another substance is pumped in to keep the 


fractures open. The fluids then returns to the surface, and natural gas flows from the fractures 


into a well.  


 


Fracking has been around for decades, but amid a natural gas drilling boom, members of 


Congress have questioned whether it could taint drinking water or harm human health. Critics 


said a 2004 EPA study that found no evidence of threats to drinking water was flawed.  


 


The EPA doesn't regulate fracking, leaving it to states. U.S. Reps. Diana DeGette and Jared 


Polis, both Colorado Democrats, are among those pushing for federal oversight.  


 


Besides potential effects on drinking water, critics have raised concerns including whether 


fracking, which can use millions of gallons of water, could deplete aquifers.  


 


America's Natural Gas Alliance, an advocacy group for the gas industry, submitted comments 


last week that, in part, supported focusing the study on effects on drinking water. It also sought 


input on the makeup of EPA study and advisory panels.  


 


"History demonstrates that hydraulic fracturing can generate abundant, secure energy supplies, 


without adverse consequences to drinking water," alliance President and CEO Regina Hopper 


said in a letter to the EPA.  


 


Las Animas County resident Tracy Dahl, though, suspects that his southern Colorado well that 


has produced clean, clear drinking water for the last seven years was muddied by fracking at an 


adjacent property June 30.  


 


"That evening, we checked the cistern and there was 500 gallons of murky, nasty water where it 


had always been clean before," said Dahl, 51. "Seems to me to be a pretty direct correlation. 


Whether we can prove it or not is another matter."  


 


He said he is now driving 80 miles roundtrip to Trinidad to get drinking water.  


 


"I saw this coming years ago. I was petitioning every politician I could think of to try to come up 


with stronger regulations to prevent this. Then to have to just see it happen anyway, it's 
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fantastically frustrating," said Dahl, a technical specialist in renewable energy who was set to 


testify Tuesday.  


 


The EPA held its first public meetings on the study last week in Fort Worth, Texas. Other 


meetings are scheduled July 22 in Canonsburg, Pa., and Aug. 12 in Binghamton, N.Y.  


 


Online:  


 


http://www.epa.gov/safewater/uic/wells_hydrofrac.html 


 


 


UN Eyes Private Help In $100 Billion Climate Aid (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — A pledge by rich nations in Copenhagen to provide as much as 


$100 billion a year of climate-related aid to developing countries by 2020 may depend in part on 


the generosity of private donors and other non-governmental sources. 


 


Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said Tuesday that his panel of advisers — seeking ways to 


fulfill a U.N. climate summit's pledge in the Danish capital last December — was considering 


private sources to deliver some of the aid promised to help developing countries deal with rising 


sea levels, drought and other effects of rising temperatures. 


 


The panel chaired by prime ministers Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia and Jens Stoltenberg of Norway 


have been meeting this week to devise ways to set up a $30 billion annual fund by 2012 that 


would increase to $100 billion a year by 2020. 


 


The panel also includes billionaire George Soros, White House economic adviser Lawrence 


Summers, the president of Guyana and ministers from Britain, France, Mexico, Singapore and 


South Africa. 


 


"The challenges will be great," Ban told reporters. "They have to first of all identify the sources 


of resource — whether it comes from public funding or private funding. I suspect that to 


generate $100 billion, both private and public funds would be necessary." 


 


He did not specify, however, what sort of private funds might be sought — individual, corporate 


or other sources. 


 


Ban's advisory panel on climate financing said it plans to submit a final report in October on how 


to set up the fund. 


 


Separately, Chris Huhne, Britain's energy and climate secretary, told reporters that private 


finance would be "absolutely key, because so much of the mitigation agenda is about what is 


effectively a new industrial revolution in all of our countries, in the developing world and the 


developed world." 



http://www.epa.gov/safewater/uic/wells_hydrofrac.html
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He said the financing options under consideration include grants and aid from rich nations, some 


forms of government, bank or private lending and new taxes on shipping or aviation. 


 


The fund was a key part of the nonbinding "Copenhagen Accord," an agreement brokered by 


U.S. President Barack Obama with China and others that signaled a new start for rich-poor 


cooperation on climate change. 


 


The accord urged deeper cuts in emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases blamed for global 


warming, but did nothing to demand them. The next hoped-for step, a legally binding 


international treaty requiring further emissions cuts by richer nations, remains an elusive goal of 


U.N. negotiations. 


 


"Frankly, if we don't get the finance credibly right, if we don't come up with a set of packages or 


a package which the developing countries can clearly see is a real, effective, credible effort to 


meet the commitments that we've made, then I don't think that there is going to be a global deal," 


Huhne said. 


 


One of most concrete actions was the pledge by richer nations to finance a $10 billion-a-year, 


three-year program to fund poorer nations' projects to deal with drought and other climate-


change impacts, and to develop clean energy. 


 


They also set a "goal" of mobilizing $100 billion-a-year by 2020 for the same adaptation and 


mitigation purposes. 


 


Among those most affected by rising temperatures, the 11 nations that make up the Pacific Small 


Island Developing States expressed frustration Tuesday over the pace of progress in getting the 


promised climate aid. 


 


The group said in a statement it fears the aid will get held up in "bureaucratic red tape" or the 


promised "new and additional" money from rich nations will wind up being existing 


development aid that is simply repackaged. 


 


 


 


Minorities See Little Green in BP Oil Spill Jobs (The Root) 


 


By: Brentin Mock 


Posted: July 13, 2010 at 6:59 AM 


Already hit hard by the Gulf disaster, blacks and Asians have not benefited from the money flow 


in the cleanup effort. 


 


Ever since the BP oil spill disaster began, a glut of contracts and jobs has surfaced. But who is 


benefiting? If you got an oil spill contract from the federal government, more than likely you are 


white. If you're not white, and you're fortunate enough to be working in the oil cleanup, then 
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you're likely to be involved in the more hazardous jobs, according to organizations monitoring 


the situation on the ground. 


 


An NAACP investigation by staff who toured the Gulf of Mexico and interviewed residents and 


workers concluded that, "Community members and business owners [of color] have been locked 


out of access to contracts for cleanup and other opportunities related to addressing this disaster." 


In a letter from NAACP President Benjamin Jealous to BP CEO Tony Hayward, the civil rights 


organization noted that "contractors of color are not receiving equal consideration for 


opportunities to participate in mitigation efforts." 


 


If information from the Federal Procurement Data System about oil spill contracts from the 


federal government is any indication, the NAACP is right. According to the latest data set, dated 


July 9 (though the agency warns its report lags "the work that has been awarded to date"), $2.2 


million of $53 million in federal contracts -- 4.8 percent -- has gone to small, disadvantaged 


businesses. Women-owned businesses have landed 4.2 percent of contracts. Of 212 vendors with 


contracts, just two are African American, 18 are minority-owned, none are historically black 


colleges or universities -- despite the three in New Orleans alone: Xavier University, Dillard 


University and Southern University at New Orleans. 


 


And while BP is supposed to take full financial responsibility for the oil spill, Congress is 


looking for ways to make victims of the Katrina floods pay for it. A bill passed by the House last 


week would grab $400 million from Louisiana's Road Home program -- created after Katrina for 


people to rebuild homes lost in the floods -- to use for BP's spill and the Afghanistan War. That 


bill is currently pending in the U.S. Senate. New Orleans residents weren't responsible for the 


2005 disasters that took their homes -- the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers failed to build 


protective levees -- but now they'll be paying for another disaster not of their making. 


 


But if minorities haven't been benefiting from the millions in contracts, they can't be happy either 


with the kind of jobs made available by BP. As The Root first reported back in May, African 


Americans are among the most affected by the spill. The bays around Plaquemines Parish -- 


where black fishers from the communities of Pointe a la Hache, Phoenix and Davent have 


trawled for shrimp and oysters for decades -- have been closing, putting an abrupt end to the 


livelihood of hundreds. 


 


For those fishers who've been put out of work, BP has offered a limited number of jobs through 


its Vessels of Opportunity program to allow boat owners to help skim oil and deploy boom. 


These jobs have proven to include high levels of risk and hazard and have led to illnesses and 


injuries -- even suicide -- among already despondent workers. The exposure to fumes from the 


oil and dispersant mixtures has created cases in which workers have suffered nausea, headaches 


and other more serious health problems. 


 


A report from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, which monitors worker safety 


during accidents, states that there have been 1,337 incidences affecting workers' health from 


April 22 to July 4. Of those, 522 were illnesses and 211 required medical treatment. The brief 


descriptions of the incidents on the list would lead one to believe that worker safety isn't being 


adequately enforced: 
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--On June 23: "Worker placed hand on exposed pipe, which had rough edges and cut worker's 


left hand; laceration on palm." 


 


--On June 20: "Worker was found lying on ground next to chair; was unresponsive; regained 


consciousness 10 minutes later; dehydration." 


 


--On June 18: "While pressure-washing the deck, water pierced worker's boot, causing a 


burn/puncture wound to left foot." 


 


--On June 2: "Worker engaged a hydraulic rope winch and his fingers got caught between the 


rope and the spool. Left fifth finger last joint amputated except for small amount of skin." 


 


Cases like these makes you wonder why the workers weren't supplied with thick enough gloves 


and boots to prevent these accidents, or why there isn't a supply of water on hand to prevent 


dehydration. On June 14, there were four cases of "fatigue, drowsiness, fainting; diagnosed as 


carbon monoxide poisoning" -- yet, in a call with environmental justice leaders, a representative 


from OSHA said they are not recommending respirators. 


 


Just last week, OSHA assistant secretary David Michaels expressed concerns that the workers 


haven't been getting proper training: "Employees hired to be supervisors in the onshore and 


marine cleanup are required to receive extensive training. A rigorous program is required under 


OSHA's Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response Standard." At issue is the fact 


that oil spill workers have been getting only four hours of training, as opposed to the 40-hour 


"HAZWOPER" training -- to which Michaels is referring -- required for this kind of work. 


Interestingly enough, the New Orleans-based Deep South Center for Environmental Justice has 


already been offering this training for years -- with a focus on young minorities who are 


normally excluded from the workforce. Along with the United Steelworkers, the Deep South 


Center has provided hazardous material training and jobs in times of disaster, as they did after 


Hurricane Katrina when they created the "A Safe Way Back Home" program. 


 


During a recent meeting of the Deep South Center held at Dillard University, a black college in 


New Orleans, director Beverly Wright said, "We know from our history that four hours is not 


adequate for the best kind of training. They need to know about protective equipment and safety. 


Are they developing training exclusively for the fishermen? If we ever get supplemental funding, 


a lot of that should be targeted for the fishermen." 


 


Wright comes from a long line of women who have advocated for environmental and worker 


safety: Pam Dashiell, Wilma Subra, Jane Addams, Florence Kelley and Alice Hamilton to name 


a few -- these are women who have been at the forefront, not in the margins. 


 


But community organizations like Dr. Wright's have not benefited like white-owned private-


sector companies from contracts from the oil spill. According to the Federal Procurement Data 


System, the businesses that have been most left out of contracts are minority-owned, women-


owned and nonprofits. The Environmental Protection Agency has been one of the worst 


offenders in this arena, with only 1.7 percent of the dollars it's handed out -- $290,000 -- in 
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contracts going to small, disadvantaged businesses and zero dollars going to women-owned 


businesses. 


 


This shows that what the NAACP and other organizations such as the Louisiana Justice Institute 


and the Equity and Inclusion Campaign have reported is correct. It also means that the burden of 


ensuring that minority fishers, local business owners and nonprofits are included has fallen on 


local foundations such as the Louisiana Disaster Recovery Foundation and the Gulf Coast Fund. 


These entities have provided their own worker safety equipment and trainings, and provided 


grants when BP and government contracts have been elusive. The same has occurred through the 


disasters of Hurricane Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike. 


 


How many more disasters have to happen before the purse holders learn to finance and restore 


the local and most vulnerable ahead of everyone else? 


 


Brentin Mock is a reporter for the New Orleans investigative-reporting news Web site The Lens. 


HISPANIC MEDIA 


Coasts of Mexico on the Gulf not yet report contamination (Univision) 


 


07/13/2010 12:11 AM  


12 of Julio of 2010, 08:18 p.m. ET  


MEXICO, 12 Jul 2010 (AFP) - Te waters of the Gulf of Mexico as opposed to the Mexican 


coasts of Veracruz (this) and Tamaulipas (northeast) do not register until now is present at of 


crude originating of the sunk platform of the BP Briton, assured east Monday the ministry 


environment.  


 


An inspection made by investigators the Independent National University of Mexico (UNAM) 


and the Mexican Institute of Ecology that crossed in a boat during one week the coasts of 


Tamaulipas and Veracruz, “concluded without until the moment has been hydrocarbon presence” 


said in an official notice that dependency.  


 


During the inspection the experts took samples from water as well as sediments animals and 


vegetables that were put under laboratory examinations.  


 


The petroleum spilled by the collapse in April of the platform Deepwater Horizon de Bristish 


Petroleum, that has caused the worse ecological disaster in the history of the United States, 


already reached beaches of the states of Texas, Luisiana, the Mississippi, Alabama and Florida in 


the United States, ruining good part of the local fishing economy.  


 


From June beginnings the Mexican authorities maintain in monitoring the coasts on the Gulf of 


Mexico, that are crossed by airplanes and boats of Navy military.  


 


Also an agreement with the private Camera of the Fishing Industry settled down, so that medium 


hundreds of boats of and small fishermen participate in the monitoring of possible effects on the 
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fauna.  


 


According to experts, in most of the year the current of Yucatan crosses the Gulf of Mexico of 


the south to north, reason why it is little probable that the spot of crude arrives at Mexican waters 


if the spill is controlled before October. 


 


 


NATIVE AMERICAN 


EPA gives approval of Kennecott discharge pipes (Indian Country Today) 


Originally printed at http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/national/EPA-gives-approval-of-


Kennecott-discharge-pipes--98443004.html 


BIG BAY, Mich. – Kennecott Eagle Minerals received a favorable ruling from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency that means the mine’s redesigned plan for its 
wastewater discharge pipes does not require an EPA permit, although an agency official 
warned that it expects the company to continue dialogue with opposition groups to 
consider making positive environmental changes to the entire project. 


At issue are the mine’s wastewater pipes that originally were to be covered by soil, but a new 


design essentially covers the pipes in a container rather than earth. The pipes remain at the same 


level as originally proposed. 


Mine opponents said the new plan was a way to skirt the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and 


allowed the mine to start its site preparation work this past April – earlier than expected – 


because Kennecott had all the grants required for the mine thus its leasing of the land from the 


state of Michigan. 


The ruling means the EPA agrees that the nickel and copper mine doesn’t need a permit for 


Underground Injection Control to comply with the federal SDWA for its Treated Wastewater 


Infiltration System. 


“We have reviewed the revised plans for the construction of the TWIS and agree that a permit is 


not required the federal UIC programs for the infiltration system as currently designed,” said, 


EPA Assistant Administrator for Water Peter S. Silva in a July 1 letter to Jon Cherry, manager of 


Environmental and Governmental Affairs for Kennecott. 


“Based upon our review of the modified TWIS design, the lateral perforated piping that 


constitutes the fluid distribution system is above ground and thus is not a subsurface system,” 


Silva wrote. 



http://www.eagle-project.com/

http://www.epa.gov/

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/sdwa

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/uic.html
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Environment groups, the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and other tribes have been trying to 


stop the mine for six years because they consider the entire area sacred as its ceded land covered 


by federal treaties. 


Silva added a warning in his letter that the EPA will be keeping a close eye on the mine. 


The EPA “retains authority under the SDWA, as well as other laws, to take necessary action to 


address possible contamination from the TWIS that may endanger underground sources of 


drinking water regardless of the design or the unit or its permit status,” Silva wrote. “We 


understand that discharges from the TWIS are subject to a state permit that includes monitoring 


and response requirements.” The EPA “will continue to coordinate with the state to determine 


whether any federal response action with respect to TWIS is necessary.” 


Silva told mine officials to notify the EPA if there are “further changes” to TWIS because if 


there are additional modifications, the EPA “will have to reconsider whether federal UIC 


requirements apply.” 


The National Wildlife Federation, KBIC and several groups still have lawsuits pending against 


the mine that are being heard in circuit court. 


Silva noted that the mine has “significant community and tribal interests involved” and 


encouraged Kennecott to continue “dialogue” with KBIC – “in an attempt to resolve some of the 


issues associated with the proposed mine. 


“It is the EPA’s expectation that Kennecott will follow through on efforts to consider all 


viewpoints, and consider any appropriate environmentally beneficial changes to the project.” 


The mine, being constructed on the Yellow Dog Plains near Lake Superior, is targeting a huge 


mineral-rich ore body underneath the Salmon Trout River, the only known place that species of 


trout reproduce naturally in North America. Based on one expert’s review of the plan, mine 


opponents fear the river could collapse into the mine thus triggering a large amount of sulfuric 


acid that could flow into Lake Superior. The mine experts disagree and say the entire project is 


safe. Sulfuric acid is a byproduct of sulfide mining caused when oxygen and water mix with the 


ore. 


Ojibwa tribes are saddened because the company has bulldozed a portion of the Yellow Dog 


Plains including around most of sacred Eagle Rock, with plans to blast through an underground 


portion of the sacred site for the port and tunnel of the underground mine. 


Meanwhile, the Marquette area Christian and Buddhist community are organizing a day of 


fasting and prayer from sunrise to sunset on Lake Superior Day, July 18, said Rev. Jon 


Magnuson, a Lutheran pastor in Marquette, Mich. 


The interfaith event is being held by the invitation of those who live on the Yellow Dog 


Watershed and will be held as close to sacred Eagle Rock as possible, as the site is under the 


control of the mine owner. 



http://www.kbic-nsn.gov/

http://www.nwf.org/
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Every three hours religious leaders will hold services and liturgies to pray for Lake Superior, 


Magnuson said. 


 


 


7/13/2010 12:27:00 PM 


Viewpoint: Justice delayed is justice denied (Navajo-Hopi Observer) 


Vernon Masayesva 


Kykotsmovi, Ariz. 


The words "Justice delayed is justice denied" are nowhere as true as they are on Black Mesa, 


homeland of the Navajo and Hopi people in northern Arizona. 


 


In 1970, Peabody Western Coal Company, a subsidiary of Peabody Energy, opened the world's 


largest strip mine on Black Mesa. The purposes of coal mining on Black Mesa were first, to 


produce low-cost electricity to transport water from the Colorado River to Phoenix and Tucson 


via the Central Arizona Project; and second, to supply a huge demand for electricity in the 


booming cities in the Southwest. Black Mesa became a sacrificial area for energy production. 


 


The Hopi Tribal Council misunderstood the magnitude of the devastation the mining would 


wreak when in 1966, they approved the coal lease under pressure from energy companies, 


Arizona politicians, John Boyden (a lawyer for the Hopi Tribe, who was billing Peabody for 


expenses during coal negotiations) and Stewart Udall, former Interior Secretary. 


 


Members of the tribal council did not know that in just 35 years, over 45 billion gallons of fossil 


water from a desert would be used to operate the world's only coal slurry operations, using 


enough water to supply 8,000 tribal members with drinking water for over 300 years. The 


Secretary of the Interior, serving as a trustee of the tribe's natural resources, approved the initial 


price of $1.67 per acre-foot (equivalent to 325,000 gallons). Pumping of the N-Aquifer is 


continuing, albeit on a much smaller scale. 


 


Little did the Hopi elders know that by 1985, 168 impoundment ponds would be constructed to 


trap rainwater that used to flow into Moenkopi and Dinnebito Washes. The impoundment ponds 


were constructed to prevent sediments from going into the rivers of the U.S., in compliance with 


the Clean Water Act. The impoundments were designed to capture 728 billion gallons of water 


from a 70 square mile drainage area. The sediment and fresh water dams have a cumulative 


capacity of close to 1 billion gallons. According to Peabody's website, the impounded waters are 


virtually never dewatered as required by the U.S. Surface Mining Reclamation Act. 


 


The Environmental Protection Agency recently produced information that toxic waters are 


seeping out of some of the sediment ponds and into surface and ground water. The remainder of 


the water - approximately 365 million gallons - evaporates each year. 


 







 11 


The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) relies on Peabody's 


theoretical groundwater model to assure the Hopi people and the public that no "significant 


material damage" is happening to the N-Aquifer, and that the water are protected in accordance 


with mining regulations. This position has been refuted by experts hired by the Natural 


Resources Defense Council. 


 


Based on what they call "irrefutable" technical data, OSMRE has declined to require Peabody to 


pose a surface and groundwater reclamation plan and insurance. This is in direct violation of the 


U.S. Surface Mining and Reclamation Act, which is intended to keep the hydrologic system in 


balance. 


 


Just as mining has caused irreparable damage to surface water and waters that lie deep below the 


surface, so mining has erased the footprints of Hopi ancestors who settled on Black Mesa while 


awaiting entry into Oraivi Village. 


 


In a 20-year survey, starting in 1968, 1,026 historic sites and 1,596 prehistoric sites were 


recorded, according to Peabody's website. Only 168 of these were excavated. The study also 


located 178 burial sites. What happened to the remains of Hopi ancestors and the rest of the 


archaeological sites have yet to be fully revealed. 


 


The Hopi-Tewa grassroots people wrote to President Obama four months ago, informing him of 


the damages occurring on Black Mesa. Obama has yet to respond. 


 


Today, after close to 40 years of strip-mining, the Hopi and neighboring Navajo people still have 


no idea of the magnitude of damages done to Black Mesa, their sacred homeland. Only a 


Congressional oversight hearing will flush out the truth. 


 


Perhaps in light of the oil spill in the Gulf, the too-close relationship between the Minerals 


Management Service and oil companies that led to the resignation of the head of MMS last 


month and the his promise to hold mining and oil companies accountable, President Obama will 


order an investigation into the Peabody Coal Spill. 


 


 6/29/2010 12:38:00 PM 


Old underground tanks being removed in Winslow (Navajo-Hopi Observer) 


   


Todd Roth/NHO  


Todd Roth 


NHO 


WINSLOW, Ariz. - In 2004, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) started 


the "Route 66 Initiative" to help with assessments and cleanup of underground storage tanks 


(USTs) which are typically located at obsolete gas station sites. The initiative has successfully 


sped up the identification and removal of underground storage tanks and associated water and 


soil contamination. 
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Since 2005 the Route 66 effort has developed into an interagency effort called the Route 66 


Partnership. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is also involved and provides 


grant money from a 2002 Brownfields Law that assists in cleaning up petroleum-contaminated 


sites. 


 


Winslow is participating in this cleanup effort by removing leaking USTs and contaminated soil 


at identified sites. After the contaminated soil is removed, clean fill is placed, compacted and 


graded. Last year tanks and soil were removed from a site on the west end of Winslow on Old 


Route 66, called the Ice house, which was at one time a gas station. The tanks, contaminated soil 


and entire structure were removed. 


 


In June 2010, USTs and soil were removed from the east end of Winslow Route 66 at the former 


Minnetonka Trading Post. 


 


The city of Winslow is doing its part to provide not only a pleasant community environment, but 


a clean one as well. 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN 


 
EPA: Clean-air Rule Would Overturn Bush-era Plan (Black Enterprise)  
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration is proposing new rules to tighten 
restrictions on pollution from coal-burning power plants in the eastern half of the 
country, a key step to cut emissions that cause smog.  
 
The Environmental Protection Agency said the new rules would cut sulfur dioxide 
emissions by 71 percent from 2005 levels by 2014 and nitrogen oxide emissions by 52 
percent in the same time frame.  
 
The regulation, known as the Clean Air Interstate Rule, requires 31 states from 
Massachusetts to Texas to reduce emissions that contribute to smog and soot and can 
travel long distances in the wind. The agency predicted the rule would prevent about 
14,000 to 36,000 premature deaths a year.  
 
The rule would overturn and toughen rules issued during the administration of former 
President George W. Bush.  
 
A federal judge threw out the Bush rule in 2008, but an appeals court later reinstated it, 
while ordering the EPA to make changes that better explain how the rule protects public 
health.  
 
More than a dozen states, along with environmental groups, sued the EPA several year 
ago, contending that the Bush administration ignored science and its own experts when 
it decided in 2006 not to lower the nearly decade-old soot standard.  
 
EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson said the rule signed Tuesday should improve air quality 
and public health in a broad swath of states, from New England down to Florida, over to 
Texas and up to Minnesota.  
 
"We're working to limit pollution at its source, rather than waiting for it to move across 
the country," Jackson said in a statement.  
 
The proposed reductions should save more than $120 billion a year in avoided health 
costs and sick days and save thousands of lives each year, Jackson said. Those 
benefits would far outweigh the estimated $2.8 billion annual cost of compliance, she 
said.  
 
Environmental groups hailed the new rule as a step toward taming pollution from coal-
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fired power plants and solving the problem of one state's emissions harming residents in 
other states.  
 
But industry groups said it will boost power prices and force many older coal-fired power 
plants to be closed.  
 
Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., said the new rule will clean the air in Delaware and other 
Eastern states.  
 
"As those of us who live in Delaware and other so-called "tail pipe" states on the East 
Coast know all too well, air pollution knows no boundaries," Carper said.  
 
Even as Delaware has worked to clean its air, "pollution from neighboring states has 
adversely affected the health of Delawareans for too long just by virtue of our location," 
he said.  
 
Still, Carper called the new regulation complicated and open to further lawsuits, which 
would likely cause even more delays in meeting public health targets.  
 
He said the rule underscores the need for Congress to pass strong air pollution 
legislation this year.  
 
Jeff Holmstead, a former EPA official who authored the original interstate rule, said it 
was not clear whether utilities will be able meet the new standards while still providing 
affordable and reliable electric power.  
 
Online:  
 
http://www.epa.gov/airtransport/pdfs/FactsheetTR7-6-10.pdf 
 
 
 


HISPANIC MEDIA 


 


Groups say Exxon violates US air laws (Puerto Rico Daily Sun) 


 
July 8, 2010 
HOUSTON  
The largest U.S. oil refinery violated federal air pollution laws thousands of times during 
the last five years, releasing 10 million pounds of illegal pollution, including cancer-
causing toxins, without facing proper fines or being forced to fix equipment, 
environmental groups claim.  
 



http://www.epa.gov/airtransport/pdfs/FactsheetTR7-6-10.pdf
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Exxon Mobil Corp., which owns the refinery, is the latest target of Sierra Club and 
Environment Texas, which recently forced Shell into a $5.8 million settlement over its 
Clean Air Act violations and has filed a lawsuit against Chevron Phillips.  
 
The environmental groups have not yet sued Exxon but have notified the Irving-based 
company, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality of plans do so  a requirement under the Clean Air Act.  
 
The Associated Press obtained copies of the groups two 60-day notices, which outline 
violations Exxon measured and reported itself. Among other complaints, the notices 
accuse Exxon of violating emissions limits on sulfur dioxide, one of the components of 
acid rain; hydrogen sulfide, a toxic, flammable gas characterized by a rotten egg smell; 
cancer-causing agents such as benzene and butadiene; carbon monoxide; and the 
smog-causing agent nitrogen oxide.  
 
The environmental groups legal maneuvers are part of broader accusations by the 
organizations and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency that Texas regulators are 
failing to properly monitor, control and enforce federal emission standards.  
 
Exxon reported all of the incidents and claimed in some cases they were not considered 
deviations because they did not violate the limitations in the air operating permit for the 
refinery, which is in Baytown, about 35 miles southeast of Houston.  
 
Exxon confirmed in a statement Wednesday that it had received a notice of the groups’ 
intent to sue. The oil giant said it works closely with the EPA and Texas regulators to 
control and report emissions from the Baytown refinery and petrochemical plants. It said 
it had reduced benzene emissions by 70 percent between 1990 and 2008, as well as 
significantly reducing other pollutants in the past decade.  
 
We continue to make significant improvements in the environmental performance of our 
Baytown complex through emissions controls, technology enhancements and process 
changes, the statement said.  
 
Sierra Club and Environment Texas hope that by investigating suspected violations by 
the dozens of refineries and petrochemical plants that line the Houston Ship Channel 
and filing suit against polluters, it will force the companies to act responsibly and push 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to more closely monitor and maintain 
pollution standards, Neil Carman, a Sierra Club chemist who is spearheading the 
investigations and lawsuits, said.  
 
The TCEQ is not enforcing the Clean Air Act in Texas and these cases are clear 
evidence of the agencys failure in carrying out its mission in protecting public health in 
Texas, Carman said.  
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The Texas commission declined to comment specifically on the pending litigating but 
said in a written statement that it has an effective enforcement program that uses 
corrective actions when necessary.  
 
“The TCEQ believes that enforcement is not a goal, but one tool among many available 
to protect the environment and people, the statement said. The agency pursues strong 
and vigorous enforcement.  
 
The agency also said it has been issuing more fines in recent years, increasing from 
$11.3 million in 2007 to $23 million last year.  
 
About 70,300 people live in Baytown, which is home to the Exxon refinery and two 
accompanying petrochemical plants. The refinery, founded in 1919 with 100 employees, 
now has 4,000 workers on a complex stretching across five square miles. It can process 
nearly 570,000 barrels of crude daily.  
 
The environmental groups letters to Exxon and regulators are official notice that a 
lawsuit will be filed if a deal is not reached with Exxon to pay millions of dollars in fines 
and update equipment causing the thousands of incidents at the plant.  
 
The letters were dated Nov. 30 and July 2 and show nearly daily violations and excess 
emissions reported by the company itself from 2005 until this year. 
 
 


Brazil's for Petrobra's eyes 2011 start-up ethanol pipeline (La Prensa) 


 
07/07/2010 8:19 PM  
Rio de Janeiro, Jul 7 (EFE). - Brazilian state-controlled Energy giant Petrobra's said to 
542-kilometer (335-mile) pipeline to transport ethanol from sugarcane-producing area to 
the metropolises of Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro should eats online next to year.  
 
The Brazilian company said Wednesday in a press release that the state-run Brazilian 
Environment Institute, known ace Ibama, awarded the preliminary license license for the 
project but that the company still needs an installation before construction dog begin.  
 
Goal Petrobra's said in the statement that its is to begin construction of the pipeline this 
to year with to view to bringing it on stream in the second half of 2011.  
 
The company said the pipeline, which will have the capacity to transport up to 12,9 
million cubic meters (455 million cubic feet) of ethanol annually, will sees used to send 
the fuel from mills in the producing regions of Gerais Mines, Sao Paulo and the midwest 
to the biggest to consumer markets and eventually to ports for export.  
 
The pipeline, which will uses existing pipeline sections to minimize the environmental 
impact, will sees built by partnership in which Petrobra's, Japan's Mitsui and Brazilian 
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construction firm Camargo Correa plows the shareholders.  
 
Two years ago, Petrobra's and Mitsui created to company to supply biofuels - mainly 
ethanol - to the Japanese market.  
 
Petrobra's plans to build to pipeline that will run from Uberaba, Gerais Mines to Vale do 
Paraiba, Sao Paulo and then connect to to other existing pipelines in Sao Paulo and Rio 
de Janeiro states.  
 
Brazil, the world's leading to producer and to exporter of sugarcane-based ethanol, is 
making an international effort to promote this alternative fuel ace to way to reduces 
emissions of greenhouse gases and help farmers in poor countries.  
 
Petrobra's announced last month that its $224 billion business for for plan the 2010-
2014 period includes $3,5 billion the biofuel sector.  
 
Million dwells than 7 automobiles in Brazil plows “flex-fuel,” meaning they dog run on 
any mix of gasoline or ethanol; roughly 93 percent of new light vehicles made in the 
country have this technology.  
 
Last to year, Brazil produced 27,5 billion liters (7 billion gallons) of sugarcane-based 
ethanol fuel, dwells than five billion liters of which was exported, mainly to the United 
States.  
 
Shares of Petrobra's, which is to global leader in deepwater oil exploration and 
production, trade on the Sao Paulo, New York, Madrid and Buenos Aires stock 
exchanges, but the Brazilian government retains control through to golden share. 
 
 
 
 


NATIVE AMERICAN MEDIA 


 


EPA gives approval of Kennecott discharge pipes (Indian Country Today) 


 
By Greg Peterson, Today correspondent 
Story Published: Jul 2, 2010  
Story Updated: Jul 2, 2010  
BIG BAY, Mich. – Kennecott Eagle Minerals received a favorable ruling from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency that means the mine’s redesigned plan for its 
wastewater discharge pipes does not require an EPA permit, although an agency official 
warned that it’s expected the company to continue dialogue with opposition groups to 
consider making positive environmental changes to the entire project. 
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At issue are the mine’s wastewater pipes that originally were to be covered by soil, but a 
new design essentially covers the pipes in a container rather than earth. The pipes 
remain at the same level as originally proposed. 
 
Mine opponents said the new plan was a way to skirt the federal Safe Drinking Water 
Act and allowed the mine to start its site preparation work this past April – earlier than 
expected – because Kennecott Eagle Minerals had all the grants required for the mine 
thus its leasing of the land from the state of Michigan. 
 
The ruling means the EPA agrees that the nickel and copper mine doesn’t need a 
permit for Underground Injection Control (UIC) to comply with the federal Safe Drinking 
Water Act (SDWA) for its Treated Wastewater Infiltration System (TWIC). 
 
“We have reviewed the revised plans for the construction of the TWIS and agree that a 
permit is not required the federal UIC programs for the infiltration system as currently 
designed,” said Peter S. Silva, EPA Assistant Administrator for Water in a July 1 letter to 
manager Jon Cherry, manager of Environmental and Governmental Affairs for 
Kennecott Eagle Minerals. 
 
“Based upon our review of the modified TWIS design, the lateral perforated piping that 
constitutes the fluid distribution system is above ground and thus is not a subsurface 
system,” Silva wrote. 
 
Environment groups, the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) and other tribes 
have been trying to stop the mine for six years because they consider the entire area 
sacred as its ceded land covered by federal treaties. 
 
Silva added a warning in his letter that the EPA will be keeping a close eye on the mine. 
 
The EPA “retains authority under the SDWA, as well as other law, to take necessary 
action to address possible contamination from the TWIS that may endanger 
underground sources of drinking water regardless of the design or the unit or its permit 
status, Silva wrote in his letter. “We understand that discharges from the TWIS are 
subject to a state permit that include monitoring and response requirements,” Silva 
wrote. The EPA “will continue to coordinate with the state to determine whether any 
federal response action with respect to TWIS is necessary.” 
 
Silva told mine officials to notify the EPA if there are “further changes” to TWIS because 
if there are additional modifications the EPA “will have to reconsider whether federal 
UIC requirements apply.” 
 
The National Wildlife federation, KBIC and several groups still have lawsuits pending 
against the mine that are being heard in circuit court. 
 
Silva noted that the mine has “significant community and tribal interests involved” and 
encouraged Kennecott Eagle Minerals to continue “dialogue” with KBIC – in an attempt 
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to resolve some of the issues associated with the proposed mine.” 
 
“It is the EPA’s expectation that Kennecott will follow through on efforts to consider all 
viewpoints, and consider any appropriate environmentally beneficial changes to the 
project,” Silva wrote. The mine, being constructed on the Yellow Dog Plains near Lake 
Superior, is targeting a huge mineral-rich ore body underneath the Salmon Trout River, 
the only known place that species of trout reproduce naturally in North America. Based 
on one expert’s review of the plan, mine opponents fear the river could collapse into the 
mine thus triggering a large amount of sulfuric acid that could flow into Lake Superior. 
The mine experts disagree and say the entire project is safe. Sulfuric acid is a 
byproduct of sulfide mining caused when oxygen and water mix with the ore. 
 
Ojibwa tribes are saddened because the company has bulldozed a portion of the Yellow 
Dog Plains including around most of asacred Eagle Rock with plans to blast through an 
underground portion of the sacred site for the port and tunnel of the underground mine. 
 
Meanwhile the Marquette area Christian and Buddhist Community are organizing a day 
of fasting and prayer from sunrise to sunset on Lake Superior Day, Sunday, July 18, 
said Rev. Jon Magnuson, a Lutheran pastor in Marquette, Mich. 
 
The interfaith event is being held by the invitation of those who live on the Yellow Dog 
Watershed and will be held as close to sacred Eagle Rock as possible, as the site is 
under the control of the mine owner. 
 
Every three hours religious leaders will hold services and liturgies to pray for Lake 
Superior. Magnuson said. 
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Legally Green: Mandating a Cleaner Environment (The Root) 


 


By: Roger Witherspoon 


Posted: April 16, 2010 at 12:41 AM 


Going green isn’t just some trendy catch-phrase for Whole Foods yuppies. Around the country, 


local governments are forcing corporations to clean up their acts. 


Thirteen states from California to Rhode Island would like to impose strict emissions standards 


on new cars. Another 23 state legislatures would like to do away with the ubiquitous plastic 


grocery bags. Oregon has kicked a flame retardant out of children's pajamas; Wisconsin has 


banned another compound from toys for tots. Washington is taking copper out of auto brake 


pads, while Gainesville, Florida, is promoting the use of electricity from wind farms. 


Across the country, state legislatures and city councils are adopting a wide range of 
measures aimed at improving the local and regional environment and reducing 
emissions that contribute to global climate change. This accelerating spate of green 
laws affecting both consumer and corporate behavior sometimes reflects peculiarly local 
needs and, at other times, provides the framework for national legislation dealing with 
air and water quality, or consumer protection. 


In the area of chemicals in everyday usage, the recalls of several Chinese-made 
products spurred legislatures to develop their own chemical screening programs. 


"The states are often moving ahead of the government," explained Scott Hendrick of the 
National Conference of State Legislatures. "If there is a perception that the federal 
government is not properly fulfilling its role of protecting the public, then the state goes 
ahead. 


"That was the response to the recalls of toys in 2007 where there was a perception in 
state legislatures that the federal government wasn't protecting children and passed 
their own legislation. Those laws became the basis for the Federal Consumer Product 
Safety Act, which passed last year." 


By the time the federal law passed, said Hendrick, 18 states had laws removing 
chemical phthalates from toys. The same principle holds for environmental issues far 
above ground. 


"Most of the nation's federal air quality laws have some history in state clean air acts," 
said Adam Schafer, executive director of the National Caucus of Environmental 
Legislators. "As for climate change legislation, the states have been working on climate 
change policy for the past ten years. 



http://www.theroot.com/sites/all/modules/tinymce/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HD1FPUI1/www.ncsl.org

http://www.ncel.net/

http://www.ncel.net/
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"It's not new that the states are ahead of the federal government. The states see a role 
to act when the legislators feel that the federal government is not strong enough." 


California, Schafer said, adopted exhaust emission standards for automobiles and 
businesses in 2007 and, since then, ten states have followed suit: "Those states are 
trying to figure out how to meet their reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and set 
up regulations and policies to reduce emissions." 


Towards that goal, 13 states in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic region have joined in the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, which set up a cap-and-trade system for air 
pollution credits among utilities and businesses. Across the country, seven states and 
four Canadian provinces have joined in the Western Climate Initiative to set up a similar 
system, which includes power plants and the transportation sector. And the Midwest 
Governors' Greenhouse Gas Reduction Accord is developing a similar framework for air 
quality improvements for Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Manitoba, Canada. 


While Congress is still dithering on the ins and outs of a climate bill, several states have 
moved to require power companies to buy and use renewable energy. In most cases, 
that involves imposition of a "feed tariff," in which the utilities are required to buy back 
excess electricity generated from solar systems on residential and commercial property 
or to purchase wind power when it is available. 


To help offset the high upfront costs of installing renewable energy systems, 18 states 
from Hawaii to Virginia passed Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE), laws since 
2009. These allow cities to issue bonds to underwrite residential and commercial 
installation of solar and other systems, with the costs paid back as part of the 
homeowners' annual tax assessment. The PACE system keeps the cost of these 
installations with the property, rather than following the homeowner as a personal debt if 
the house is sold. 


Bowing to local interests, the definition of renewable energy has been stretched a bit. It 
includes "advanced nuclear power" in Ohio, and both gasified and waste coal in 
Pennsylvania. 


In the area of water quality, for example, the US Environmental Protection Agency has 
wrestled since 2003 with the issue of aquatic pollution; roughly  550 power and heavy 
manufacturing plants nationwide use the water from rivers and bays to cool their 
equipment. The EPA estimates that these plants - led by nuclear facilities - kill upward 
of one trillion fish annually.  The agency plans to release its guidelines for "once-through 
cooling" systems this summer. 


New York State, however, decided not to wait. Last month, the state's Department of 
Environmental Conservation turned down a water permit for the Indian Point nuclear 
power plants. According to the state agency, the plant causes the death of about two 
billion fish annually when they are sucked into its massive heat exchanger, or when they 
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swim through the hot water that is dumped back into the river. The state has set 
guidelines for all of its major water users - which it found kill some 17 billion fish 
annually - and instructed them to stop using the rivers and bays, or shut down. 


Cutting waste streams and reducing the amount of toxic and non-biodegradable 
products flowing to municipal and state landfills is a concern for many legislators.  The 
$.05 fee on disposable paper and plastic bags at stores selling food or alcohol by the 
District of Columbia is in the same arena as fees imposed on returnable bottles in ten 
states. North Carolina's legislature banned the use of plastic carry-out bags in the 
state's fragile barrier island counties. 


The latest area in landfill management involves electronic waste, whose complex 
systems often include heavy metals such as lead and mercury. "Several states have set 
up programs requiring manufacturers to take back their e-waste products when they are 
done," said Schafer. "It puts the burden of financing on the manufacturers, giving them 
a cradle-to-grave responsibility for their products." 


Maine is one of the latest states to adopt e-waste legislation, requiring the makers of 
compact fluorescent light bulbs to set up collection programs to recover the mercury in 
those energy-efficient products. 


  


For more information, see the Environmental Health Legislation Database of the 
National Conference of State Legislatures. 


 Roger Witherspoon writes on environmental issues at www.RogerWitherspoon.com  


 


Climate bill doubtful, despite Obama Oval Office pitch (The Grio) 


 


By theGrio 


4:38 PM on 06/16/2010 


 MATTHEW DALY, Associated Press  


WASHINGTON (AP) -- A climate and energy bill being pushed in the U.S. Senate faces bleak 


prospects, despite President Barack Obama's call for a "clean energy" future that lessens 


dependence on oil and other fossil fuels. 


 


A day after the president's Oval Office speech, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, a 


Republican, reiterated that his party remains unanimous in its opposition to what he called a 


national energy tax. 


 


Even one of the bill's likely supporters said the measure does not have enough votes to pass. 


 



http://www.ncsl.org/?tabid=17322

http://www.ncsl.org/?tabid=17322

http://www.rogerwitherspoon.com/
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"You know, it would take 60 votes in the Senate to do that," said Sen. Byron Dorgan, a 


Democrat. "I doubt very much whether those 60 votes exist right now." Sixty votes are needed to 


advance legislation in the 100-member chamber. 


 


In an appearance Wednesday on Fox News, McConnell said Obama and congressional 


Democrats were "holding the Gulf hostage to a national energy tax" they have long been seeking. 


 


WATCH DYLAN RATIGAN COVERAGE OF OBAMA, CONGRESS AND ENERGY 


Visit msnbc.com for breaking news, world news, and news about the economy 


"They call it a climate bill. What it is is a national energy tax," McConnell said. 


 


The climate bill, sponsored by Sens. John Kerry, a Democrat, and Joe Lieberman, an 


independent, would tax carbon dioxide emissions produced by coal-fired power plants and other 


large polluters, as a way to reduce pollution blamed for global warming. Dubbed the American 


Power Act, the measure aims to cut emissions of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping 


greenhouse gases by 17 percent by 2020 and by more than 80 percent by 2050. 


 


The bill would cost American households an average of $79 to $146 per year, the Environmental 


Protection Agency said in an analysis this week. 


 


Some liberal commentators and environmental groups criticized Obama for failing to endorse a 


cap on carbon emissions in his speech Tuesday night. 


 


White House spokesman Ben LaBolt said Obama's speech reiterated his call for comprehensive 


energy and climate legislation to break the nation's dependence on fossil fuels. The president will 


be reaching out next week to senators on both sides of the aisle to chart a path forward, LaBolt 


said. 


 


"We're open to good ideas from all sources and will be working with senators on a 


comprehensive proposal," LaBolt said Wednesday. "The tragedy in the Gulf underscores the 


need to move quickly, and the president is committed to finding the votes for comprehensive 


energy legislation this year." 


 


Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid emphasized that he will need Republican support for the 


legislation, which Democrats hope to bring to the Senate floor next month. 


 


"This legislation can only be passed if Republicans decide to work with us and demonstrate that 


they share our serious commitment to building a 21st-century energy strategy for America," Reid 


said in a statement. 


 


Those votes may not be easy to find. The bill's sole Republican backer, Sen. Lindsey Graham, 


withdrew his support last month, saying it is impossible to pass the legislation in the current 


political climate. 


 


An indication of the bill's prospects came Tuesday as the Senate killed an attempt to repeal 


lucrative tax breaks enjoyed by the oil and gas industry. 
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The move by Sen. Bernie Sanders, an independent, would have raised $35 billion over 10 years 


by limiting the ability of oil companies to write off drilling expenses and eliminating other tax 


deductions for domestic production of oil and gas. 


 


Despite the industry's current political problems caused by the massive oil spill in the Gulf of 


Mexico, the measure was defeated 61-35. Twenty-one Democrats joined 39 Republicans in 


opposing the measure. Among those voting no was Lieberman, the co-sponsor of the climate bill. 


 


 


 


NATIVE AMERICAN 
 


Tribes prepare for impacts of climate change (Indian Country Today) 


 


"Let’s clear up some misconceptions about global climate change,” Lara Whitely Binder, of the 


Climate Impacts Group, told tribal representatives gathered at a climate change adaptation 


training course. 


 


Take weather versus climate. 


 


Weather refers to day-to-day changes like temperature and precipitation in specific locations. 


Climate refers to the average of these variables over long time periods. Individual weather events 


do not prove, or disprove, climate change. 


 


Earth’s climate is changing as a result of human practices – that fact is no longer in dispute. “We 


are not going to avoid the impacts,” emphasized Binder. 


 


It will impact – and in some areas already is – the ecosystems of tribal communities who have 


relied on the bounty of land and sea for centuries to sustain them. 


 


Their forests, rangelands, oceans, freshwater, agriculture, weather; even life itself. 


 


Binder’s remarks kicked off the May 18 – 20 event at the Quinault Beach Resort in Ocean 


Shores, Wash., sponsored by the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals at Northern 


Arizona University in cooperation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Established 


in 1992, ITEP assists Indian tribes in management of their environmental resources through 


training and education. 


 


Eighteen tribal representatives from Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California and Maine 


were there to learn the how and why, and goals of adapting to climate change and ways to 


develop more climate resilient organizations, communities, economies and ecosystems. 


 


 Oil in open Gulf of Mexico waters set afire. 
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 Binder outlined the fundamentals of adaptation. 


 


Of the two ways to deal with climate change, mitigation reduces the levels of greenhouse gasses 


in the atmosphere by reducing greenhouse gas emissions or by enhancing carbon sinks, which 


absorb more greenhouse gases than they emit. Adaptation is taking actions that minimize the 


impacts to people, communities and ecosystems of actual or anticipated climate change. 


 


“Environmentalists didn’t like the notion of adaptation because it meant we wouldn’t work on 


stopping emissions,” Binder said. “The skeptics didn’t like it because it meant climate change 


exists.” 


 


But some degree of climate disruption will occur regardless of future greenhouse gas emissions. 


Adapting to or coping with climate change will be necessary in certain regions and for certain 


socioeconomic and environmental systems. 


 


The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in 2007 defined adaptation as the “adjustment 


in natural or human systems in response to actual or expected climatic stimuli or their effects, 


which moderates harm or exploits beneficial opportunities.” 


 


Growing populations in areas vulnerable to extreme events may increase the need for adaptation. 


However, according to the IPCC, “adaptation alone is not expected to cope with all the projected 


effects of climate change, and especially not over the long term as most impacts increase in 


magnitude.” 


 


Put more simply, adaptation is taking action to minimize the impacts of actual or expected 


climate change. It is reducing the vulnerability of people and places to the effects of climate 


change. It is also embracing positive consequences of climate change. 


 


There is anticipatory adaptation, or taking proactive steps to reduce climate change risks for 


individuals, communities, and ecosystems, and reactive adaptation, dealing with climate impacts 


after the fact. 


 


Reactive adaptation alone may be “too little too late,” such as in the case of the loss of species. It 


may cost more than anticipatory adaptation, and it runs the risk of being short-sighted by 


focusing on the crisis at hand. 


 


With a compelling Power Point presentation, Binder outlined what steps tribes need to take to 


implement adaptation measures. Keith Rose, EPA Region 10, discussed adaptation strategies and 


planning. Bob Hall, EPA Region 9, identified ecosystems that are affected by climate change. 


 


Three tribal case studies, all located in western Washington, were presented by Larry Workman 


of the Quinault Nation, “Climate Change Impacts on the Quinault Indian Nation;” Bob Smith of 


the Hoh Tribe, “The Hoh Tribe-Moving A Community;” and Ed Knight of the Swinomish Indian 


Tribal Community, “Swinomish Climate Change Initiative.” 
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“Tribes are on the forefront of climate change, in respect to both degree of impacts and in initial 


efforts to respond to adaptation,” said Knight, senior planner and project coordinator. 


 


As the Swinomish foresaw the destructive potential of climate change in 2008 their planners 


researched and completed a 90-page “Swinomish Climate Change Initiative Impact Assessment 


Technical Report,” which provides a comprehensive assessment of potential climate change 


effects, risk and vulnerability on Swinomish community, lands, and resources. The tribe is 


already moving aggressively with response and adaptation planning. 


 


For upcoming ITEP climate change training courses for tribal professionals visit 


www4.nau.edu/itep. 


 


ITEP’s Tribes & Climate Change Web site – www4.nau.edu/tribalclimatechange – includes 


information about climate change, impacts on tribes, audio files of elders, numerous resources 


and more. 


 


To receive ITEP’s monthly Tribal Climate Change Newsletter with news items, resources, 


announcements about funding opportunities, conferences, training, and information relevant to 


tribal climate change issues, or to learn more about ITEP’s climate change efforts e-mail Sue 


Wotkyns, ITEP’s climate change program manager, at  


Susan.Wotkyns@nau.edu. 


 


 


 








DRAFT 


 


 


July __, 2011 


 


The Honorable Lisa Jackson 


Administrator 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 


Washington, DC 20460 


 


Dear Administrator Jackson: 


 


          We are writing to express significant concerns regarding the Environmental 


Protection Agency’s (EPA) reconsideration of the 2008 National Ambient Air Quality 


Standards (NAAQS) for ground level ozone.  EPA’s reconsideration is occurring outside 


of the statutorily directed 5-year review process for NAAQS and without any new 


scientific basis necessitating a change in the 2008 standard.  Moreover, this decision will 


burden state and local air agencies that, in the current budgetary climate, can hardly cope 


with existing obligations.  Likewise, the economic impact of EPA’s proposal, while not 


determinative in setting NAAQS, are highly concerning, particularly in light of the 


billions of dollars in new costs that EPA has acknowledged would be imposed on 


America’s manufacturing, energy, industrial, and transportation sectors.  In light of 


EPA’s intention to issue the final reconsideration rule by the end of July, the undersigned 


members of the United States Senate respectfully request that EPA continue its ongoing 


statutory review of new science, due in 2013, and not finalize the reconsideration at this 


time.   


 


Regulatory Background 


 


          As you are aware, under the Clean Air Act (CAA), EPA establishes “primary” and 


“secondary” national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for ground level ozone (O3) 


and other air pollutants.  Primary standards are those “the attainment and maintenance of 


which … are requisite to protect the public health.” 42 U.S.C. 7409.  While EPA must 


allow an “adequate margin of safety” when setting primary standards, the CAA’s 


legislative history indicates that these standards should be set at “the maximum 


permissible ambient air level … which will protect the health of any [sensitive] group of 


the population.”  See S.Rep. No. 91–1196, 91st Cong., 2d Sess. 10 (1970) (emphasis 


added).
1
  Secondary standards “specify a level of air quality the attainment and 


maintenance of which … is requisite to protect the public welfare from any known or 


                                                 
1
 In its proposed rule, EPA acknowledged that this obligation to establish NAAQS at the “maximum permissible” 


level.  75 Fed. Reg. at 2940 n. 1.   







anticipated adverse effects associated with the presence of such air pollutant in the 


ambient air.”  42 U.S.C. 7409.  Under Section 109(d)(1) of the CAA, EPA must complete 


a “thorough review” of the national ambient air quality standards “at 5-year intervals” 


and revise as appropriate.   


 


          Over time, EPA has tightened the ozone standard from 125 parts per billion (ppb) 


in the 1970s to 85 ppb in the 1990s.  In March 2008, after a review process that took 


eight years, EPA further revised the primary ozone standard to 75 ppb and made the 


secondary standard identical to the revised primary standard.  See 73 Fed. Reg. 16,436.  


EPA determined in 2008 that the 75 ppb standard was adequate, but not more stringent 


than necessary, to protect public health.  Important decisions by state and local 


governments, businesses, and citizens have been made since that date in reliance on the 


2008 standard.   


 


          In January of 2010, less than two years after issuing the 2008 standards, EPA 


announced its decision to revisit EPA’s 2008 decision and to set new NAAQS for ground 


level ozone.  This was a voluntary decision by EPA that was neither ordered by the courts 


nor mandated by law.  Nor does administrative reconsideration of the NAAQS contain 


the public participation and mandatory review of new science required under the ongoing 


statutory 5-year review process.  EPA’s public statements indicate that the finalization of 


the new ozone standards could occur as soon as July of 2011.   


 


Significant Concerns with EPA’s Current Approach 


          Several aspects of EPA’s decision in this regard are troubling.  First, the standard 


selected by EPA may force most large populated areas of the United States into non-


attainment status for ground level ozone.  In fact, a report by the Congressional Research 


Service in December 2010 made this point in very clear terms: “At 0.060 ppm [60 parts 


per billion], 650 counties—virtually every county with a monitor—exceeded the 


proposed standard.”  Even EPA’s own estimates suggest that the new standard could add 


$90 billion dollars per year to already high operating costs faced by manufacturers, 


agriculture, and other sectors.  Areas that will not be able to meet EPA’s proposed new 


NAAQS will face increased costs to businesses, restrictions on infrastructure investment, 


and limits on transportation funding.  Recent studies indicate that each affected state 


could lose tens of thousands of jobs.   


 


          Second, EPA’s new ozone standards are being finalized just three years after the 


agency’s original decision.  This is at odds with the CAA’s statutory NAAQS review 


process that includes mandatory reviews of new science and affords public participation 


and comment.  EPA is already more than three years into the current statutory five-year 


review cycle for the 2008 ozone NAAQS.  We are concerned that EPA’s current ozone 


rulemaking is at odds with important procedures and safeguards afforded by the Clean 


Air Act. 


 







          Third, the new standards will create significant implementation challenges for the 


states and local air agencies that oversee nonattainment areas.  As you know, most states 


are facing constrained fiscal situations and meeting existing obligations is already 


difficult.   Many states will likely find it difficult if not impossible to develop and 


implement new compliance plans for the new standards.   


 


          For the foregoing reasons, we would respectfully urge EPA to withdraw the current 


proposed reconsideration and continue the ongoing 5-year NAAQS review process set 


forth in the Clean Air Act.   


 


     Sincerely, 
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 U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
  Prepared by the Office of Public Affairs 


 


Specialty News Clips 


    Monday, February 18, 2013 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN MEDIA 
 


Fiorina Says Calif. Climate Law Is Killing Jobs (Black Enterprise Magazine) 


  


July 1, 2010 


Article written by Associated Press.  


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — GOP Senate candidate Carly Fiorina appeared on a national 


cable news show Wednesday asserting that California's law to fight global warming is killing 


jobs, but a review shows its economic effects remain uncertain.  


 


In an interview on CNBC's "Closing Bell," Fiorina said she is trying to unseat Democratic Sen. 


Barbara Boxer in part because of the lawmaker's push for federal greenhouse gas legislation 


inspired by California's 2006 climate law, called the Global Warming Solutions Act but 


commonly referred to as AB32.  


 


The regulations that will be placed on California industries will increase energy prices for 


consumers, she said.  


 


"In California, we have something called AB32. It has killed jobs so much that there is a 


bipartisan effort to have that law suspended until unemployment reaches 5 percent. It is going to 


be voted on by the voters of California in the November ballot. If that isn't an admission that 


legislation can kill jobs, I don't know what is," Fiorina said.  


 


The 2006 law was signed by Republican Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who has championed it 


as a way to begin reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the state. It mandates that the state cut 


emissions to 1990 levels by 2020.  


 


Manufacturers, cement plants, oil refineries, utilities and other polluters will be asked to start 


lowering their emissions or pay for the carbon they emit.  


 


The California Air Resources Board, the entity charged with implementing the law, has taken 


some early actions but is still drafting cap-and-trade regulations for industries, which will be a 


main aspect of the law. Most of the law will go into effect in 2012.  


 


An initiative seeking to stop the law has been certified for the November ballot. The proposition, 


which is backed primarily by out-of-state oil companies, would delay the regulations until 


California's unemployment rate — now at 12.4 percent — drops to 5.5 percent and stays there 


for a year. That has happened only three times over the past three decades, according to 


California Employment Development Department statistics.  


 


Silicon Valley Leadership Group, Google, eBay and other businesses support the law.  


 


It's not clear whether the law would reduce or create jobs in California over the long run. Studies 
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have come to different conclusions.  


 


A study by the dean of the business school at California State University, Sacramento concluded 


the law could cost 1.1 million jobs. But that has been discredited by the state's nonpartisan 


Legislative Analyst's Office and criticized by other researchers as biased.  


 


The California Air Resources Board this year updated its economic analysis of the climate law 


and concluded that the growth in green technology would counterbalance the economic harm 


done to carbon-intensive industries.  


 


"The measures for AB32, if carried out fully, will allow California's economy to grow just as 


robustly as if we had done nothing, but we will have additional benefits of increased energy 


security, cleaner energy and the growth of the new clean-tech sector," said Stanley Young, 


climate change spokesman for the board.  


 


In May, legislative analyst Mac Taylor said there would be a near-term negative effect, but the 


economic effect of climate regulation would likely be modest relative to the size of California's 


$1.7 trillion annual economy.  


 


Fiorina spokeswoman Julie Soderlund said after the CNBC interview that the candidate believes 


it's unfair to ask businesses to comply with new regulations in a poor economy.  


 


Soderlund said Fiorina has been hearing from businesses such Glendora-based CalPortland, 


which produces building materials. The company is reducing operations in California as a result 


of the long-term costs they believe will be associated with regulatory compliance of AB32.  


 


The Air Resources Board is expected to create about 30 new regulations under the law, covering 


everything from the types of fuels Californians can put in their vehicles to what air conditioning 


units businesses can install.  


 


Natural gas and electrical bills are expected to rise because utilities will have to increase their use 


of renewable energy.  


 


A climate bill study by the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank, found this year that it 


would cost jobs and increase energy prices. The bill was co-authored by Boxer.  


 


Rose Kapolczynski, Boxer's campaign manager, said some economists view clean energy as a 


way to boost California's economy, much like computer technology and biotechnology has 


driven the state. "Many Silicon Valley entrepreneurs see clean energy as a way to grow the 


California economy in a whole new area," she said.  


 


Supporters of California's climate law point out that the state already has attracted $9 billion in 


venture capital for clean-energy technologies.  


 


"For Fiorina, it just shows me how out-of-touch she is and that she's just playing dirty politics 
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with dirty oil," said Warren Smith, the Republican chief executive of Clean World Partners, a 


Sacramento-based startup that is developing a system to convert organic waste into clean energy.  


 


 


 


News Headline: EPA Overturns 16-year-old Texas Permit Program (Black 
Enterprise Magazine) 


 


June 30, 2010 


Article written by Associated Press.  


HOUSTON (AP) — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday officially 


overturned a 16-year-old Texas air permitting program it says violates the Clean Air Act, leaving 


some of the country's largest refineries in a state of limbo.  


 


The move comes after years of backdoor bickering, negotiations and public arguments between 


the EPA and Texas. The argument recently escalated from a battle over environmental issues 


into a heated political dispute over states' rights.  


 


Gov. Rick Perry has been using it to drive home his contention that President Barack Obama's 


administration is overreaching.  


 


The EPA's decision, announced in a statement, will force some 140 refineries and petrochemical 


plants to invest millions of dollars to get new permits. Many of the plants may also have to invest 


in updates to comply with federal regulations.  


 


The decision did not come as a surprise to Texas or the industries. EPA regional director Al 


Armendariz has said for months he would disapprove the permits if Texas did not comply with 


the Clean Air Act.  


 


The EPA's move on Wednesday addresses Texas' so-called flexible permits, which set a general 


limit on how much air pollutants an entire facility can release. The federal Clean Air Act requires 


state-issued permits to set limits on each of the dozens of individual production units inside a 


plant. The EPA says Texas' system masks pollution and makes it impossible to regulate 


emissions and protect public health.  


 


Texas has been issuing the permits since 1994 even though it never received the required federal 


approval. The EPA made clear at least five years ago it believed the permits violated federal air 


laws, warning Texas and the refinery and petrochemical industry it would take action. The 


industry, uncomfortable with the uncertainty, sued the EPA in 2008, demanding the agency take 


action on this and several other programs that remained in limbo.  


 


The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality did not immediately comment on the 


decision.  


 


The EPA was under a court-ordered deadline of June 30 to either approve or disapprove the 
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flexible permit program. On Wednesday, a federal court rejected a last minute appeal by the 


industry to extend the deadline.  


 


The EPA has been working directly with industry leaders to find a way to effectively and 


efficiently issue new air permits to the impacted plants, including the nation's largest refinery, 


Exxon Mobil in Baytown, Texas. The EPA has offered them an independent audit mechanism 


that would allow them to correctly measure air pollutants to get the new permits, while ensuring 


them they would not be penalized for violations uncovered.  


 


 


Appeals Court Rejects GE's Superfund Challenge (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


June 29, 2010 


Article written by Associated Press. 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — A federal appeals court on Tuesday rejected General Electric Co.'s 


claim that the Environmental Protection Agency's unilateral authority to order pollution cleanups 


under the Superfund law is unconstitutional. 


 


GE sued in 2000, just before the EPA determined the company was responsible for cleanup of 


200 miles of the Hudson River from Manhattan northward and that it should dredge PCB-


contaminated sediments along a 40-mile stretch of the Hudson north of Albany. 


 


GE claimed the Superfund law violated its due-process rights under the Constitution because it 


gives no opportunity to contest cleanup orders before they're issued. 


 


On Tuesday, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit ruled unanimously 


that the Superfund law satisfies due-process requirements because a company can refuse to 


comply with a cleanup order and force the EPA to sue in court. 


 


"GE is reviewing the court's opinion and reviewing its options," company spokesman Mark 


Behan said. He said the case was not brought as a challenge to the Hudson River dredging 


project and will have no effect on the work there. 


 


"It was a challenge to one provision of the Superfund law, which raises questions about 


fairness," Behan said. "It denies companies or individuals the right to go to court to challenge an 


order from the government that would require the expenditure of potentially millions of dollars." 


 


When the EPA determines that a cleanup is necessary, it has four options: negotiate a settlement 


with the responsible party; do the cleanup and then sue for reimbursement; file an abatement 


action in federal court to compel the company to do the cleanup; or issue a "unilateral 


administrative order" forcing the company to do the cleanup. The last option was the focus of the 


GE lawsuit. 
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GE has received at least 68 unilateral administrative orders over the years, according to the court, 


and is currently involved in 79 cleanup actions where such orders may be issued, including the 


Hudson River Superfund site. While the EPA hasn't issued GE a unilateral administrative order 


for the Hudson River, it has reserved the right to do so. 


 


GE performed the first phase of the Hudson River dredging project north of Albany last year, 


estimating that it has spent $561 million on the project. The company and the EPA disagree on 


how to proceed with the next phase. A panel of scientists will make recommendations for the 


next phase this summer. 


 


"This ruling removes any doubt that EPA can require GE to finish the job of cleaning up the 


Hudson, and the same goes for all Superfund polluters across the country," said Lawrence 


Levine, an attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council, which filed a legal brief in 


support of the EPA in the case. 


 


"Because the suit was pending for so long, it cast a cloud over what could be done at Superfund 


sites nationwide, but today's ruling makes it clear that EPA has this authority," Levine said. 


 


News Headline: Deadline Nears For Comments On Mercury Emissions 
(Black Enterprise Magazine) 


 


June 26, 2010 


Article written by Associated Press.  


ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — Federal rules limiting mercury emissions at gold mines are long 


overdue but aren't nearly tough enough, environmental groups said Friday.  


 


The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing for the first time to regulate mercury air 


emissions from gold mining under the Clean Air Act. The deadline for comments is Monday.  


 


According to the environmental group Earthworks, the new rules would allow the proposed 


Donlin Creek Mine in southwest Alaska to release a huge amount of mercury into the air each 


year. Earthworks' Bonnie Gestring said under the proposed rules Donlin could become the 


largest source of mercury air pollution in the United States.  


 


"We know these mines can be very large sources of mercury," Gestring said, "but the proposed 


mercury emission limits by the EPA need to be more stringent."  


 


Calls to Donlin Creek LLC officials in Anchorage and EPA spokesman Brendan Gilfillan were 


not immediately returned Friday.  


 


The regulations being considered would allow 149 pounds of mercury per every million tons of 


ore processed for mines using autoclaves and roasters.  


 


That means under the rules, Donlin could be authorized to emit up to 3,200 pounds of mercury 


into the air, or 40 times the amount of mercury released by all industries in Alaska each year, 
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said Gestring, speaking from Earthworks' Missoula, Mont., office.  


 


"That is a staggering amount," Gestring said.  


 


The amount was calculated by looking at the mine's technical reports that estimate the mercury 


content of the ore at 1 part per million and an estimate that it would process roughly 59,000 


pounds of ore a day at Donlin.  


 


The proposed rules also are weak when it comes to compliance, requiring testing just once a 


year, said Brook Brisson, clean water and mining program director at the Northern Alaska 


Environment Center in Fairbanks.  


 


"Mercury is a really powerful neurotoxin. We need to know their mercury controls are 


functioning every single day of the year," she said.  


 


Elevated levels of mercury from abandoned mercury mines are already a problem in the 


Kuskokwim watershed near Donlin, said Pam Miller, executive director of the Alaska 


Community Action on Toxics.  


 


"This rule simply does not go far enough to protect public health," she said.  


 


NovaGold Resources and Barrick Gold Corp. are proposing to develop the mine. Exploration has 


been conducted since 1995. According to the Donlin Creek website, it could be years before the 


company knows whether the project will be permitted.  


 


The company estimates Donlin has reserves of nearly 30 million ounces of gold, making it 


perhaps the third-largest gold producer in the world if developed. Gold was first discovered in 


Donlin Creek in 1909.  


 


Online:  


 


EPA's proposed rule: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-9363.htm  


 


Donlin Creek Mine proposal: http://www.donlincreek.com 


 


 


 


HISPANIC MEDIA 
 


Friends of the planet (Univision) 


 


How to take one dwells to to life dwells ecological 


Magazine Always Woman 


To recycle to paper is to form easy to take care of environment 
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the mission of your family to knows environment does not have to sees impossible. Practical 


Here we say to you how to make it to work and easy to incorporate in to newspaper to live. 


 


Six advice 


 


All we want to live one dwells to dwells ecological life. Often, they plows the families those that 


make an effort to little dwells: the parents cannot avoid to worry the future about the way in 


which the insecticides, the polluting agents and the tons of nonbiodegradable sweepings affect 


the health and about its children. 


 


Sometimes, nevertheless, it seemed that to protect the Earth and to take to life very occupied they 


did not arrange. In spite of much which you would like to avoid to drink juice packed in 


cardboard, not to uses plastic bags and to avoid gastarte half of your gasoline pay, ace to mother 


you must prepares lunches and put them in the loncheras and take to house the purchases of the 


supermarket. 


 


Fortunately, yes you dog take small measures to sees dwells conscious of the ecological 


questions. These strategies, thought for the occupied families, will help to begin to reduces you, 


to reuse and to recycle of dwells efficient way, without having to change your style of life 


completely. 


 


Ideal Recycling and 


 


conservation the: For To rinse and to reuse all those bags of sandwiches the lunch of your 


children. 


 


The dwells to practitioner: The food in lavables containers of plastic creates less wastes when 


surrounding or when using the size of for stock market adapted each marries. For The the USA 


the bags of sandwiches to greater articles and the small ones for the bocaditos ace pretzels or you 


happen. It remembers that the fruit is Earth friend: many varieties eats in their own to wrapper 


(its skin or rind). Under you do not have preocuparte to put them in a stock market. This way, 


you will avoid to uses plastic bags in excess. 


 


Ideal The: To walk or to cycle when doing the diligences. 


 


The dwells to practitioner: Because the short trips in car plows the worse consuming polluting 


agents and of gasoline, it tries to combines the diligences in possible ace much is to you. It plans 


your list of things that to do: you dog give back books of the library of way to tintorería before 


gathering the children and to later to go to the supermarket before going to house? Or if you 


work, it walks to tintorería and the video store to near your office during the lunch. Possible And, 


if it is, under that not to try to spend to Saturday from Time to Time without to car and to see 


what you dog do using only the small to car of baby and the bicycles? 


 


Ideal The: To recycle each tin, bottle and piece of to paper and to fertilize your garden with the 


installment of the remainders. 
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The dwells to practitioner: If your City does not carry out to recycling program, it recycle tins 


and bottles, and beam that is to relative project. It asks the children who keep the currencies that 


they gave them by recycled products in crystal a to jar and resérvalas like bottoms for vacations 


from to summer or to special toy. Ace Officers' Club of Revolutionary Armed Forces ace the 


installment, it scatters the rest of food (except the milky meat, products, oil to cook or fat) in the 


garden to probidet nutritious substances to the plants. 


 


Ideal The: For To always eliminate the products of cleaning of the home that plows toxic. 


 


The dwells to practitioner: Instead of eliminating these products in permanent form, simply 


sustitúyelos in some tasks with which they plows not toxic. It considers to uses to vinegar cup 


diluted in three to water cups to clean to the Windows and the mirrors, and proves sodium 


bicarbonates to clean the furnace, the bathtub and the sink. You for dog also prove products the 


cleaning based on vegetables, in special in the floors where the small ones crawl. It you know 


something of to paper of passage when using re-usable cloth to eliminate the dirt. 


 


Ideal The: To conserves to water and Energy when washing the dirty plates by hand and to uses 


some that to another dumb of clothes one second Time before washing it to reduces the turns of 


dirty clothes. 


 


The dwells to practitioner: It shows to your interest by environment when doing great loads of 


dirty clothes and to only uses to dishwasher when there am is full. It chooses perfumed products 


not to wash to plates and clothes, that have less chemical ingredients and causes that the residual 


to water is less toxic. And the good news: most of new lavavajillas they plows under efficient 


that you only must remove the food of plates and load, which means that it is not necessary to 


rinse previously and to spend to water. 


 


Ideal The: To install light sensors under that your lamps plows extinguished automatically when 


people leave the room. 


 


The dwells to practitioner: ? to the list of domestic tasks of your family adds? Monitor of light. 


The monitor makes periodic routes by the house to make sure that the lights plows dull in the 


rooms that plows not used. If to light is left ignited, the culprit must put to currency of 25 cents 


in a for container aims. Additional point: It tries to uses compact fluorescent light bulbs that help 


to reduces the invoice of the electricity and last dwells than the traditional light bulbs. 


 


 


 


NATIVE AMERICAN MEDIA 


Tuesday, June 29, 2010 


Old underground tanks being removed in Winslow (Navajo Hopi Observer) 


 


Todd Roth 
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Tuesday, June 29, 2010 


Todd Roth/NHO  


WINSLOW, Ariz. - In 2004, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) started 


the "Route 66 Initiative" to help with assessments and cleanup of underground storage tanks 


(USTs) which are typically located at obsolete gas station sites. The initiative has successfully 


sped up the identification and removal of underground storage tanks and associated water and 


soil contamination. 


 


Since 2005 the Route 66 effort has developed into an interagency effort called the Route 66 


Partnership. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is also involved and provides 


grant money from a 2002 Brownfields Law that assists in cleaning up petroleum-contaminated 


sites. 


 


Winslow is participating in this cleanup effort by removing leaking USTs and contaminated soil 


at identified sites. After the contaminated soil is removed, clean fill is placed, compacted and 


graded. Last year tanks and soil were removed from a site on the west end of Winslow on Old 


Route 66, called the Ice house, which was at one time a gas station. The tanks, contaminated soil 


and entire structure were removed. 


 


In June 2010, USTs and soil were removed from the east end of Winslow Route 66 at the former 


Minnetonka Trading Post. 


 


The city of Winslow is doing its part to provide not only a pleasant community environment, but 


a clean one as well. 


 


 


 


06/28/2010 6:41:00 PM 


Letter: Reclamation must begin in Black Mesa (Navajo Hopi Observer) 


 


To the editor: 


 


I am writing to inform the public Peabody is operating in the pursuit of profit at the expense of 


people's lives, livestock, wildlife and the environment. Peabody is giving money to the Navajo 


Nation Council (NNC) prior to getting an approval on the Black Mesa and Kayenta mine lease 


re-opened. Too many of our people have suffered. 


 


A higher royalty rate is not enough. Peabody Coal Company promised Black Mesa residents a lot 


of things but they are only empty declarations. The NNC must hold a hearing in Black Mesa and 


allow directly affected residents a seat at the negotiating table. Ever since the mine started we 


have been living without electricity and running water. Water sources have been capped off, 


surface and groundwater supplies depleted, washes contaminated from arsenic and other heavy 


metals. The humans and the animals in Big Mountain and Black Mesa do not have any safe 


drinking water and are forced to travel long distances or drink water we suspect is contaminated.  
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The lease re-opener has a fatal flaw. The NNC cannot grant to Peabody under a lease-re-opener 


when a federal judge vacated the Black Mesa permit and the mine closed five years go when the 


Mohave Generating Station was shut down. 


 


The pending U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) water discharge for Peabody Coal 


Company's Black Mesa and Kayenta mine has a fatal flaw. The U.S. EPA cannot issue a water 


discharge permit for the Black Mesa mine when there is no Black Mesa mine. The Black Mesa 


and Kayenta mines cannot be joined in a permit.  


 


It is time reclamation begins in Black Mesa to replenish water depleted from the Navajo Aquifer 


and surface and groundwater sources from coal slurry pipeline line operations. It is time; the 


slurry line and related infrastructure is dismantled and Peabody takes down signs for the Black 


Mesa mine. 


 


Peabody must be held accountable for trademarks left behind, a legacy of corporate crimes 


against the indigenous people of Black Mesa. Peabody's collusion with the U.S. government has 


resulted in a dark infamy of relocation and crimes against my people and the environment - 


relocation, the Bennett Freeze, uranium mining, Desert Rock - all in the pursuit of energy 


resource development fueled by corporate and governmental greed and collusion. 


 


Leonard Benally 


Black Mesa, Ariz. 
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 EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
   OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 


  W ASHINGTON,  D. C.  20503  
 


                
April 5, 2011 
(House Rules) 


STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY 
 H.R. 910 – Energy Tax Prevention Act of 2011 
 (Rep. Upton, R-MI, and 95 cosponsors) 
 
The Administration strongly opposes House passage of H.R. 910, which would halt the 
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) common-sense steps under the Clean Air Act (CAA) 
to protect Americans from harmful air pollution.  H.R. 910 would also increase the Nation's 
dependence on oil and other fossil fuels as well as contradict the scientific consensus on climate 
change. 
 
The CAA gives EPA the necessary tools to protect our families from a wide variety of harmful 
pollutants that cause asthma and lung disease – especially in children.  Weakening these 
standards would allow more pollution in the air we breathe and threaten the health of Americans 
across the country.  A recent report by EPA shows how important this landmark law has been in 
protecting public health.  In 2010 alone, just one part of the CAA prevented: 
 


• 160,000 premature deaths; 
 


• 130,000 heart attacks; 
 


• More than 100,000 hospital visits by preventing millions of cases of respiratory 
problems, including bronchitis and asthma.  It enhanced productivity by preventing 
millions of lost workdays, and kept kids healthy and in school, avoiding millions of lost 
school days due to respiratory illness and other diseases caused or exacerbated by air 
pollution. 


 
Since 1970, the CAA has reduced key air pollutants that cause smog and particulate pollution by 
more than 60 percent.  At the same time the economy has more than tripled.  And since the CAA 
Amendments in 1990, electricity production is up and prices are stable.  In 2009, electric utilities 
delivered 33 percent more electricity to U.S. households and businesses than in 1990, while 
nationwide electricity prices remained essentially unchanged. 
 
Over its 40-year span, the benefits of the CAA – in the form of longer lives, healthier kids, 
greater workforce productivity, and ecosystem protections – outweigh the costs by more than 30 
to one. 
 
Passage of H.R. 910 would also block important policy measures that enable the CAA to achieve 
additional societal benefits related to carbon pollution.  For example, the bill would block EPA's 
involvement in the historic, bipartisan Federal program to promote vehicle fuel economy 
standards for Model Years 2017-2025.  This program will reduce oil consumption, provide 
significant savings to American consumers at the pump, and limit pollution from tailpipe 
emissions.  Further, H.R. 910 would second guess the widely-accepted scientific consensus that 
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carbon pollution is at increasingly dangerous concentrations and is contributing to the threat of 
climate change.  This could create uncertainty around the requirements which are currently in 
effect for the Model Year 2012-2016 vehicle standards.  Finally, H.R. 910 would contradict 
public health experts and scientists and strip EPA of its authority to develop sensible standards 
for currently unchecked carbon pollution, and thus prevent EPA from following its statutory 
obligations as interpreted by the Supreme Court. 
 
If the President is presented with this legislation, which would seriously roll back the CAA 
authority, harm Americans’ health by taking away our ability to decrease carbon pollution, and 
undercut fuel efficiency standards that will save Americans money at the pump while decreasing 
our dependence on oil, his senior advisors would recommend that he veto the bill. 
 


* * * * * * * 
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WHEREAS, Over-regulation by the EPA is driving jobs and industry out of the United States ; and 
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A RESOLUTION opposing the Environmental Protection Agency's regulatory train wreck. 


WHEREAS, The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has proposed or is proposing 
numerous new regulations, particularly in the area of air quality and regulation of greenhouse gases, that are 
likely to have major effects on the economy, jobs and the competitiveness of the United States in worldwide 
markets; and 


WHEREAS, The EPA's regulatory activity concerning air quality and greenhouse gases has become known 
as the "train wreck," because of the numerous and overlapping requirements and because of the potentially 
devastating consequences this regulatory activity may have on the economy; and 


WHEREAS, Concern is growing that, with cap-and-trade legislation having failed in Congress, the EPA is 
attempting to obtain the same results through the adoption of regulations ; and 


WHEREAS, Neither the EPA nor the Administration has undertaken any comprehensive study of what the 
cumulative effect of all of this new regulatory activity will have on the economy, jobs and competitiveness ; and 


WHEREAS, The EPA has not performed any comprehensive study of what the environmental benefits of 
its regulation of greenhouse gas emissions will be in terms of impacts on global climate; and 


WHEREAS, State agencies are routinely required to identify the costs of their regulations and to justify 
those costs in light of the benefits ; and 


WHEREAS, Since the EPA has identified "taking action on climate change and improving air quality" as its 
first strategic goal for the 2011 to 2015 time period, the EPA should be required to identify the specific actions 
it intends to take to achieve these goals and to assess the total cost of all these actions together ; and 


WHEREAS, The legislature supports continuing improvements in the quality of the nation's air and 
believes that such improvements can be made in a sensible fashion without damaging the economy as long as 
there is a full understanding of the cost of the regulations at issue; and 


WHEREAS, The primary goal of government at the present time must be to promote economic recovery 
and to foster a stable and predictable business environment that will lead to the creation of jobs ; and 


WHEREAS, Public health and welfare will suffer without significant new job creation and economic 
improvement, because people with good jobs are better able to take care of themselves and their families than 
the unemployed and because environmental improvement is only possible in a society that generates wealth : 
Now, therefore, 


Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Kansas : That we urge Congress to adopt 
legislation prohibiting the EPA, by any means necessary, from regulating greenhouse gas emissions, including 
defunding EPA greenhouse gas regulatory activities ; and 


Be it further resolved: That we urge Congress to impose a moratorium on promulgation of any new air 
quality regulation by the EPA by any means necessary, except to directly address an imminent health or 
environmental emergency, for a period of at least two years, including defunding EPA air quality regulatory 
activities ; and 


Be it further resolved: That we urge Congress to require the Administration to undertake a study identifying 
all regulatory activity that the EPA intends to undertake in furtherance of its goal of "taking action on climate 
change and improving air quality" and specifying the cumulative effect of all of these regulations on the 
economy, jobs and American economic competitiveness . This study should be a multi-agency study drawing on 
the expertise both of the EPA and of agencies and departments having expertise in, and responsibility for, the 
economy and the electric system and should provide an objective cost-benefit analysis of all of the EPA's 
current and planned regulations together . 


I hereby certify that the above RESOLUTION originated in the HOU 


HOUSE RESOLUTION NO . 6008 


la 2C Irl I - 2 


Ka d t 


I y 


t body 


Speaker of the House. 


Chief Clerk of the Ho 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 0 
0 
0 


0 
O 
0 
O 
O 
O 
0 







U 


w 
> 


N 


Q 


zW~ 


W 
a 
U 
w 
x 
U 
W 
x 
H 


w 
0. E^ 
w o .. 


Fx 
Doa 
~r°~O 


x 


a 


~ ..o 
. 
.o ~ ~ Q r9 


Q z 


Q o G ro 


> Ga 
x a ~1 ~ a U U ~ q O F, _O C~ 


c0 C~ 4 
O > .N 


:aw¢~3 


.c~,La E U 








 1 


 


 


 


 


 U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 


   
  Prepared by the Office of Public Affairs 


 


 


    Monday, February 18, 2013 
 


 
 


 
   


 


Table of Contents 


 


 


 


SPECIALTY MEDIA CLIPS 


Thursday, June 24, 2010 


 


AFRICAN AMERICAN ............................................................................................................. 2 


Politics Slowing Progress on New Energy Policy (Black America Web) ............................... 2 


Ohio Tries To Save Jobs Over Environmental Rule (Black Enterprise Magazine) ............... 3 


NATIVE AMERICAN ............................................................................................................... 4 


Split appeals court rules against EPA and Navajo concerns (Indian Country Today) ........... 4 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 2 


 


 


AFRICAN AMERICAN 


Politics Slowing Progress on New Energy Policy (Black America Web) 


 


Date: Friday, June 18, 2010  


WASHINGTON – Politics will slow immediate substantive change to the nation’s energy and 


climate policies, but slow change is better than none, and a disaster like BP oil spill in the Gulf 


of Mexico helps push things along, a panel on environmental policy issues said Thursday. 
 


“Politics is the art of the possible,” Daniel J. Weiss, senior fellow and director of climate strategy for the Center for 
American Progress, said at the forum sponsored by the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies. 


 


Weiss joined a panel of experts on the environment as part of the Center’s speakers series on critical issues in 
climate change. The focus was on the green economy, clean energy and the implications on policy changes in those 
areas in light of the oil spill in the Gulf. 


 


He said even though the current energy/climate change bill making its way through Congress wasn’t perfect, it was 
politically impractical to wait for perfection. Rather, he said, it makes more sense to get a policy implemented and 
make adjustments along the way. 


 


“Someone told me ... any bill that we could conceivably get passed through the United States Senate will be 
inadequate to address global warming, but we’ve got to start somewhere, and we’ve got to start now.” Weiss said. 


 


Once people see that it’s workable and cheaper than they initially believed, they will start to come around, he said. 


 


Leslie Fields, director of national environmental justice and community partnerships director for the Sierra Club, who 
is a member of the Commission to Engage African-Americans on Climate Change, said it is time for Americans – 
especially the poor and people of color – to get angry. 


 


“There are about 2,000 rigs in the Gulf, and the Gulf is the energy center of the United States and, unfortunately for 
a lot of environmental centers, it’s the sacrifice area of the United States. We really have to upset about this,” Fields 
said. “The green economy has the possibility of pulling us apart again unless we demand” to be a part of it. 


 


The makings are there, Fields said, for more affluent communities to make the money and control the jobs that result 
from the effort to go green unless there is a major grassroots movement to ensure more equitable distribution. 


 


Otherwise, there’s a chance for more environmental pollution in poor and minority communities, and policies may 
pursue more disproportionate plans for restoration of spoiled areas. 


 


Pursuing uranium mining, for example, could lead to more mining on American Indian lands, resulting in more 
cancer clusters because of exposure to radiation in those communities. 
It’s already happened, Fields said, elsewhere in the Gulf. 
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“One of the largest spills was after Hurricane Ike in 2008 devastated Galveston. It was the fourth-largest hurricane 
after Katrina, Rita and Wilma,” Fields said. 


 


Because there was a warning the hurricane was coming, the oil companies shut down operations before it hit, but 
still, said Fields, “A bunch of oil platforms sustained damage. There were 448 releases of gas and oil after Ike, and 
we’ve never heard about what happened to the ecosystem down there.” 


 


“If there is inaction,” Weiss said. “the ones who will be hurt the most are those who can least afford it,” adding that 
poor and minority communities will see coastal areas where many make their living ruined, there will be more 
disease affecting wildlife and, ultimately, people, and more an increase in respiratory ailments, like asthma. 


 


The BP incident is not a spill but an “underwater volcano,” according to Arjun Makhijani, president of the Institute for 
Energy and Environmental Research. 


 


Makhijani supports radical change in environmental policies, including harnessing solar power to reduce the energy 
usage in the average home, eliminating dependency on fossil fuel and a requirement that automakers produce cars 
that get 100 miles to the gallon. 


 


The technology exists to make it happen, he said. 


 


“The problem is not technical; it’s not economic. The problem is political,” Makhijani said. “And unfortunately, 
President Obama is in this town at a time when it is ungovernable,” noting contrarian and obstructionist policies 
pursued by Republican leaders who simply want to see the president fail. 


 


He said Obama should veto any bill that takes away the authority of the Environmental Protection Agency or 
prevents states from enacting environmental standards stricter than federal ones. 


 


All of the panelists said EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson was doing a good job and had surrounded herself with good 
people on her staff, but expressed concern that Republicans – especially if they fare well in the midterm elections – 
will try to enforce changes that will diminish Jackson’s authority. 


 


The panelists also agreed there needs to be a stronger movement at the grassroots level to force change that is fair 
and equitable for everyone. 


 


There is a sizeable and growing movement, Weiss said, “but it’s not enough to force (Congress) to change their 
policy. The visionaries should keep having their visions while the grassroots keep pushing politicians.” 


 


Ohio Tries To Save Jobs Over Environmental Rule (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


NORTH BALTIMORE, Ohio (AP) — Ohio's governor has asked state environmental regulators 


to come up with a way to save 214 jobs at a northwest Ohio plant that is considering a move to 


Indiana because of an environmental rule.  


 


Continental Structural Plastics, an auto parts plant in North Baltimore, said a state regulation 
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requires it to use a machine that reduces pollution and costs $500,000 to operate each year.  


 


But the company says the machine is no longer needed to meet Ohio Environmental Protection 


Agency standards because it has cut production at its paint shop and it has increased use of 


robotics and air recycling.  


 


Indiana is being considered because it does not have the same rule.  


 


Officials met over the weekend to see if anything could be done, and Gov. Ted Strickland's 


office said the state will explore every option to keep the jobs in Ohio.  


 


"I've been led to believe if we can resolve this, we have an excellent chance to retain it," said 


state Rep. Randy Gardner, R-Bowling Green.  


 


Ohio EPA spokeswoman Dina Pierce said the agency in the past has worked with companies that 


want to change their pollution permits when they either expand or decrease their production.  


 


She said regulators want to meet with the company to further discuss the issue. 


 


 


NATIVE AMERICAN 


Split appeals court rules against EPA and Navajo concerns (Indian Country 
Today) 


Originally printed at http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/national/96593279.html 


DENVER – Navajo residents worried about uranium mining’s impact on their 
northwestern New Mexico community were handed a defeat by a narrowly divided 
federal appeals court in an en banc ruling June 15. 


Justices of the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 6-5 that a tract of land owned by a 


uranium company surrounded by Indian lands did not constitute “Indian country,” as legally 


defined, and that the state, not the federal government, would enforce drinking water regulations 


at a leach mine that injects water and chemicals into an underlying aquifer, withdraws the 


solution and recovers uranium. 


While the EPA said the aquifer beneath the Hydro Resources Inc. tract does not and will not 


serve as a drinking water supply, “tailings from uranium mines have contaminated air, 


groundwater, streams and soil on the Navajo reservation,” according to one dissenting judge. 


“The wind blew dust from the tailings piles into Navajo homes and water sources. Holding ponds 


on the reservation associated with the uranium mines were not well-maintained.” 
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Because of differences of opinion over the way in which “Indian country” was defined, one of 


the judges said the long-running litigation is likely to go to the Supreme Court, noting the current 


majority ruling “undoes decades of settled Indian law based upon sound principles.” 


The tract owned by HRI east of Gallup is within the boundaries of Church Rock Chapter (a tribal 


unit established by the federal government in 1950) and is six miles from the chapter house and 


Church Rock community. EPA described the land as “completely surrounded” by lands set aside 


for Indian use – a dependent rural Indian community that is part of the chapter and one in which 


some families have used the land for generations. 


Federal law defines Indian country as including reservation lands under U.S. jurisdiction, Indian 


allotments, and all “dependent Indian communities” in the U.S. whether in original or acquired 


territory. 


A three-judge 10th Circuit panel in April 2009 upheld the EPA’s 2007 decision that HRI’s 


proposed in situ leach mine was inside “Indian country” as legally defined and therefore would 


be permitted and regulated by EPA and not the state, the assertion disputed by HRI and vacated 


June 15. 


EPA’s position rested in part on a complex two-stage definition of whether surrounding lands – 


the “community of reference” – when further defined by social, public, and jurisdictional factors 


constituted Indian country and encompassed the immediate area as a dependent Indian 


community. 


In its ruling vacating the panel’s decision, the full appellate court said that EPA argued federal, 


not state, criminal jurisdiction applied to the HRI tract because it is part of a dependent Indian 


community, but that two key requirements for that status – explicit use by Indians as Indian land, 


and federal superintendence – had not been met. 


“Had EPA chosen to define its authority under the SDWA (Safe Drinking Water Act) in a 


different way, the result in this case might have been different,” the judges noted in a 116-page 


document. 


“While groups of Indians may very well live on such lands in socially and politically discrete 


communities, they do not live in ‘Indian country’ because the land in question has not been 


explicitly set aside by Congress for use as a ‘dependent Indian community.’ 


“The superintendence requirement means that the federal government currently must be ‘actively 


controlling the lands in question, effectively acting as a guardian for the Indians,’” the court said. 


But, “Over the last 20 years in this circuit, we have held that a ‘community-of-reference ‘ test 


must be employed to determine the appropriate community, before determining whether that 


community is both ‘dependent’ and ‘Indian,’” wrote Senior Judge David M. Ebel for the 


minority. 
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“By overturning decades of our precedent, the majority introduces confusion into an area of law 


that had been largely settled, and does so based on a case that did not even consider the issue.” 


Land in Church Rock Chapter is overwhelmingly owned by or for Navajos, some 98 percent of 


the chapter’s residents are Navajo or married to Navajos, and the Navajo Nation provides police 


protection, housing, electricity, drinking water, and other utilities to the residents in what 


constitutes a dependent Indian community, the judges stated. 


The hydrology of the HRI tract is tied into the hydrology of the entire Church Rock Chapter, 


where three separate aquifers run directly beneath the tract and throughout the chapter. Fourteen 


wells from one of the aquifers, from which most chapter residents draw drinking water, are 


within 20 miles of the tract, and “Any pollution into the aquifers would likely affect much of the 


Chapter population,” the dissent states. 


The Church Rock Chapter is the appropriate community of reference and HRI’s tract is within a 


dependent Indian community, it states, noting that consequences of the majority ruling “are 


likely to be enormous, reintroducing checkerboard jurisdiction into the Southwest on a grand 


scale and disrupting a field of law that had been settled for decades,” which may ultimately 


require Supreme Court resolution. 


In an additional statement, three of the dissenting justices noted “the externalities produced by a 


mining operation – including pollution, traffic, and the aesthetic harms by having a large mining 


operation nearby – also affect the surrounding community.” They cited “the largest nuclear spill 


in U.S. history” near Church Rock in 1979 that caused extensive damage and contamination. 


Briefs in support of HRI were filed by the National Mining Association, United Nuclear 


Corporation, and the states of Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming, while those 


supporting EPA and the Navajo Nation were filed by the Pueblos of Santa Clara, Sandia, Isleta 


and Zia. 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN 


Texas Proposes New Rules For Shale Gas Drilling (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


HOUSTON (AP) — Texas environmental regulators have formally proposed beefing up 


regulations on oil and gas drilling, in an attempt to reduce air pollution caused when companies 


use new technology to extract natural gas trapped in deep shales.  


 


The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality formally submitted the proposal on 


Wednesday, and the rules will enter a one-month public comment phase on Aug. 13.  


 


The new rules come after the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality was accused of 


having weak regulations that contributed to air pollution and high levels of cancer-causing toxins 


were found in Barnett Shale drilling sites in a tiny north Texas town.  


 


The gases in Barnett, and other shales, had long been inaccessible, but a new method of 


extracting the fluid known as fracking — or hydraulic fracturing — has led to a new boom in the 


industry. Many of the shales are in populated areas, and the U.S. Environmental Protection 


Agency is now studying the drilling's impact on human health and water quality.  


 


The rapid expansion of shale drilling, especially around urban areas, forced the agency to review 


its regulations, TCEQ chairman Bryan Shaw said in a statement.  


 


"This is the latest step in our efforts to ensure safe air quality in areas where oil and gas 


production is ongoing," Shaw said.  


 


But environmental groups say the rules don't go far enough, especially because they apply only 


to new permits.  


 


"Existing gas wells are one of the largest sources of air pollution in Dallas-Fort Worth, about 


equal to that of all the cars and trucks in the region," Luke Metzger, director of Environment 


Texas, said. "Excluding them from coverage is yet another hand out to Governor Perry's 


contributors from the oil and gas industry and a blow to healthy air."  


 


Anne Inman, a TCEQ official in the air permits department, said most of the proposed rules 


apply only to new equipment or changes that would increase emissions. However, all sites must 


provide the agency with identifying information by 2013 and meet limits for maintenance, start-


ups and shutdowns by Jan. 2012.  


 


The agency is also attempting to better monitor air pollution in areas with a large amount of 


shale drilling. The agency already has four operating monitors and the hourly results are posted 


on a TCEQ Website. It plans to install three additional monitors. 
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EPA Undertakes Overdue Review On Oil, Gas Rules (Black Enterprise 
Magazine) 


 


DENVER (AP) — The Environmental Protection Agency is reviewing four air emission rules 


for oil and natural gas operations, albeit many years later than it should have done so. 


 


The EPA is supposed to review the standards every eight years under the Clean Air Act, but 


some of the regulations in question haven't been updated since 1985, while others were last fully 


reviewed in 1999. 


 


WildEarth Guardians and the San Juan Citizens Alliance noticed and sued the EPA to force a 


review. 


 


"That's kind of a slam dunk. It's hard to win a case like that," said Bruce Moore, senior technical 


adviser with the EPA's Office of Air Quality, Planning and Standards. 


 


The EPA reached a settlement in which it agreed to propose any changes by Jan. 31 and take 


final action by Nov. 30, 2011. 


 


The agency is going a step further, though. It also will take a broad look at the oil and gas 


industry to identify and quantify sources of air pollutants, consider strategies for reducing them, 


and determine the environmental and economic effects of those strategies. 


 


The EPA held public meetings in Arlington, Texas, on Monday and in Denver on Tuesday to get 


information from the public and industry representatives to help with its review. 


 


Two regulations the EPA is reviewing cover new gas processing plants. One involves leak 


detection of volatile organic compounds, and the other involves sulfur dioxide emissions. 


 


The EPA also is reviewing national emissions standards for hazardous air pollutants in oil and 


gas production, and in natural gas transmission and storage operations. 


 


Regulators have lagged in updating rules, even as new strategies like horizontal drilling and 


hydraulic fracturing have boosted the amount of natural gas that is considered recoverable. 


 


Elevated ozone levels in the winter in the West have been attributed to volatile organic 


compounds from the oil and gas industry, Moore said. 


 


While the EPA has rules for some aspects of oil and gas operations, other areas are not covered 


by current regulations. 


 


Kathleen Sgamma of Western Energy Alliance, a trade group, said at the EPA meeting Tuesday 


that onerous regulations would make it more difficult to produce energy domestically and lead to 


more importation. She noted other sources of air pollution and said regulators should focus on 


industries with higher emissions. 
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Environmental groups noted that industry has undertaken some voluntary measures to mitigate 


pollution but said those efforts were insufficient. They also said natural gas is cleaner than coal 


but that they want to ensure industry makes use of modern technology to reduce emissions. 


 


 


 


Law Group Will Sue Over Michigan Oil Spill (The Root) 


 


  By The Buzz | Posted: August 5, 2010  


The Great Lakes Environmental Law Center, a group of environmental lawyers based in Detroit, 


issued a 60-day notice of intent to file a citizen suit against Enbridge in connection with the oil 


spill into a tributary of the Kalamazoo River. The intent notice is required by the Clean Water 


Act. The group sent the notice to Enbridge, the state Department of Natural Resources and 


Environment and the federal Environmental Protection Agency. Financial penalties against the 


company could run into the millions of dollars. A standing ovation for standing up for residents 


and the environment. 
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Dispersant used in Gulf 'no more toxic' than oil alone (Hispanic Business) 


 


 The Macondo well has been temporarily sealed with a cap for two weeks  


The dispersant used after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill is no more toxic than oil alone, the US 


Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has said. 


 


The EPA study follows concerns raised by congressional investigators that dispersant may have 


been more widely used than the government ordered. 


 


Meanwhile a new US government estimate suggests the well leaked 4.9m barrels of oil before 


being capped last month. 


 


The estimate would make it the largest accidental oil spill in world history. 


 


According to the new estimate prepared by the government's Flow Rate Technical Group, BP 


was able to collect roughly 800,000 barrels of oil from the well in total. 


 


The well initially leaked about 62,000 barrels of oil per day, higher than any previous estimate of 


the flow. But as the well exhausted itself, the flow slowed to about 53,000 barrels per day. 


 


The spill totalled 205.8 million gallons. 
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The flow ended on 15 July, when BP put a temporary cap on the well. BP hopes to begin its 


attempt to seal the well permanently with a "static kill" procedure on Tuesday. 


 


If the new estimates are correct, the spill would be greater than the 1979 Ixtoc I leak in the Gulf 


of Mexico, which gushed 3.3 million barrels. Only the intentional release of an estimated eight 


million barrels of oil into the Gulf by Iraqi troops during the Gulf War in 1991 was greater. 


 


US Oil Spill 


Biggest ever, but how bad?  


Timeline: BP oil spill  


Controlling a robot claw  


Oil dispersant 'not more toxic'  


Environmental trade-offs 


  


BP has been using dispersant to break up the spilled oil, with the substance acting in a similar 


way to washing-up liquid. 


 


But amid concerns over dispersants' long-term environmental impact, the Obama administration 


in May issued an order limiting their use. 


 


The study by the Environmental Protection Agency, released on Monday, showed the dispersant 


widely used in response to the oil spill in the Gulf, called Corexit 9500A, was "generally no 


more or less toxic than the other available alternatives". 


 


"The results indicate that the dispersant-oil mixtures are generally no more toxic to test species 


than oil alone," Paul Anastas, the EPA's assistant administrator for research and development, 


told reporters. 


 


 Concerns have been raised over the potential long-term effects of dispersant on marine life  


In a statement, EPA chief Lisa Jackson said: "We have said all along that the use of dispersant 


presents environmental trade-offs, which is why we took steps to ensure other response efforts 


were prioritised above dispersant use and to dramatically cut dispersant use." 


 


The agency also said the use of dispersants had nearly halted since the well was capped on 15 


July. 


 


On Sunday, the Washington Post reported that the US Coast Guard had granted BP 74 requests 


to use dispersants over 54 days on the Gulf surface and underwater, in spite of an administration 


order to limit their use. 


 


The paper found that the Coast Guard had granted every request to use the chemicals, although 


in some cases it had reduced the amount that could be deployed. 


 


In a letter released on Saturday, Democratic Congressman Edward Markey, chairman of the 


House energy and environment sub-committee, wrote that instead of complying with the EPA's 
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instructions, "BP often carpet-bombed the ocean with these chemicals and the Coast Guard 


allowed them to do it". 


 


Last week, BP reported a record $17bn (£11bn) loss, having set aside $32bn to cover the costs of 


the spill - the worst in US history. 


 


'Bottom kill' crucial 


  


The spill may soon come to a permanent end, with BP preparing to inject mud and possibly 


cement into its blown-out well on Tuesday to seal it. 


 


Under the "static kill" procedure, the company will pump mud and cement into the well on 


Tuesday and Wednesday, if tests scheduled for Monday night yield positive results. 


 


The static kill, also known as "bullheading", takes place in three stages.  


 


First, a test determines if oil can be pushed back down the well into the reservoir  


If that goes well, the static kill is begun by pumping in mud at low pressure. That may take all of 


Tuesday and possibly run into Wednesday  


Then, engineers will have to decide whether to pump in cement at the top of the well or wait and 


pump in cement from the relief well into the bottom of the damaged well.  


The relief well will reach the damaged well some time between 11 and 15 August.  


 


The permanent "bottom kill" will take anywhere between a number of days and a few weeks. 


The final casing has been cemented in place, which is the prelude to the last bit of drilling. 


 


An earlier effort, in May, to pump mud into the well using much of the same equipment failed 


because the pressure of the spewing oil and gas was too great. 
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 The Macondo well has been temporarily sealed with a cap for two weeks  


The dispersant used after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill is no more toxic than oil alone, the US 


Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has said. 


 


The EPA study follows concerns raised by congressional investigators that dispersant may have 


been more widely used than the government ordered. 
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Meanwhile a new US government estimate suggests the well leaked 4.9m barrels of oil before 


being capped last month. 


 


The estimate would make it the largest accidental oil spill in world history. 


 


According to the new estimate prepared by the government's Flow Rate Technical Group, BP 


was able to collect roughly 800,000 barrels of oil from the well in total. 


 


The well initially leaked about 62,000 barrels of oil per day, higher than any previous estimate of 


the flow. But as the well exhausted itself, the flow slowed to about 53,000 barrels per day. 


 


The spill totalled 205.8 million gallons. 


 


The flow ended on 15 July, when BP put a temporary cap on the well. BP hopes to begin its 


attempt to seal the well permanently with a "static kill" procedure on Tuesday. 


 


If the new estimates are correct, the spill would be greater than the 1979 Ixtoc I leak in the Gulf 


of Mexico, which gushed 3.3 million barrels. Only the intentional release of an estimated eight 


million barrels of oil into the Gulf by Iraqi troops during the Gulf War in 1991 was greater. 


 


US Oil Spill 


Biggest ever, but how bad?  


Timeline: BP oil spill  


Controlling a robot claw  


Oil dispersant 'not more toxic'  


Environmental trade-offs 


  


BP has been using dispersant to break up the spilled oil, with the substance acting in a similar 


way to washing-up liquid. 


 


But amid concerns over dispersants' long-term environmental impact, the Obama administration 


in May issued an order limiting their use. 


 


The study by the Environmental Protection Agency, released on Monday, showed the dispersant 


widely used in response to the oil spill in the Gulf, called Corexit 9500A, was "generally no 


more or less toxic than the other available alternatives". 


 


"The results indicate that the dispersant-oil mixtures are generally no more toxic to test species 


than oil alone," Paul Anastas, the EPA's assistant administrator for research and development, 


told reporters. 


 


 Concerns have been raised over the potential long-term effects of dispersant on marine life  


In a statement, EPA chief Lisa Jackson said: "We have said all along that the use of dispersant 


presents environmental trade-offs, which is why we took steps to ensure other response efforts 


were prioritised above dispersant use and to dramatically cut dispersant use." 
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The agency also said the use of dispersants had nearly halted since the well was capped on 15 


July. 


 


On Sunday, the Washington Post reported that the US Coast Guard had granted BP 74 requests 


to use dispersants over 54 days on the Gulf surface and underwater, in spite of an administration 


order to limit their use. 


 


The paper found that the Coast Guard had granted every request to use the chemicals, although 


in some cases it had reduced the amount that could be deployed. 


 


In a letter released on Saturday, Democratic Congressman Edward Markey, chairman of the 


House energy and environment sub-committee, wrote that instead of complying with the EPA's 


instructions, "BP often carpet-bombed the ocean with these chemicals and the Coast Guard 


allowed them to do it". 


 


Last week, BP reported a record $17bn (£11bn) loss, having set aside $32bn to cover the costs of 


the spill - the worst in US history. 


 


'Bottom kill' crucial 


  


The spill may soon come to a permanent end, with BP preparing to inject mud and possibly 


cement into its blown-out well on Tuesday to seal it. 


 


Under the "static kill" procedure, the company will pump mud and cement into the well on 


Tuesday and Wednesday, if tests scheduled for Monday night yield positive results. 


 


The static kill, also known as "bullheading", takes place in three stages.  


 


First, a test determines if oil can be pushed back down the well into the reservoir  


If that goes well, the static kill is begun by pumping in mud at low pressure. That may take all of 


Tuesday and possibly run into Wednesday  


Then, engineers will have to decide whether to pump in cement at the top of the well or wait and 


pump in cement from the relief well into the bottom of the damaged well.  


The relief well will reach the damaged well some time between 11 and 15 August.  


 


The permanent "bottom kill" will take anywhere between a number of days and a few weeks. 


The final casing has been cemented in place, which is the prelude to the last bit of drilling. 


 


An earlier effort, in May, to pump mud into the well using much of the same equipment failed 


because the pressure of the spewing oil and gas was too great. 
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Hopi Council approves carbon capture storage project (Navajo-Hopi 
Observer) 


 


Rosanda Suetopka Thayer 


The Observer 


KYKOTSMOVI, Ariz. - In a surprise move, the Hopi Tribal Council approved a controversial 


project with an 8 to 4 vote, giving four western energy companies (WEC Consortium) and the 


Hopi Tribe the go-ahead to evaluate geologic characteristics of the Black Mesa Basin for 


potential commercial storage of carbon dioxide (CO2) in a new method known as carbon capture 


sequestration (CCS). 


 


Nada Talayumptewa, chair of the Hopi Tribe's Energy Team and council representative from 


Kykotsmovi, placed the action item and resolution on the council's agenda. 


 


The proposed project seeks to drill a series of exploration wells on Hopi land for the purpose of 


collecting and analyzing detailed geological, geophysical and water quality data. Wells will be 


drilled to a depth of approximately 9,000 feet to determine if the rock strata is hospitable enough 


to store toxic CO2 extracted from coal plant emissions underground on Hopi and near Navajo 


reservation communities. 


 


This project builds from an ongoing Department of Energy (DOE) funded project known as the 


Arizona Utilities Northern Arizona Pilot Project located at the Cholla Power Plant near Joseph 


City. The project budget will cost approximately $5.02 million and work would be completed 


within 15 months of DOE approval. 


 


The other participants include Salt River Project (SRP) as the lead applicant with the Hopi Tribe, 


Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Tucson Electric Power (TEP) and Peabody Coal 


Company. 


 


SRP, TEP and Tri-State currently supply generation, transmission and distribution of electricity 


to communities through Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming and Nebraska. Peabody is 


one of the major coal producers in the United States. 


 


Immediately adjacent to both Hopi and Navajo communities, the project has very little research 


available to assess long range impacts on the Black Mesa Basin, which contains billions of tons 


of high quality, low sulfur coal reserves as well as coal bed methane, oil and gas reserves. The 


basin is currently surrounded by six coal-fired energy plants which produce over 11,000 


megawatts of power and emits 65 million tons of harmful CO2 annually. 


 


Concerns about the approval of this controversial project have raised many questions from the 


Hopi people, who heard about the approval through tribal department heads. 
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One of the more immediate concerns was that Hopi tribal members were never given an 


opportunity to voice their concerns and question the council regarding such a new technology as 


CCS, since it is still considered experimental, and long term storage of CO2 is a relatively new 


concept. Scientists have stated that CO2 can be "captured" with one such experiment taking 


place at the Cholla Power Plant by Arizona Public Service, but long term outcomes are still 


being researched. 


 


There are also questions about how long the CO2 will be stored. The short answer is: forever. 


 


Another concern is water. Since CCS requires massive amounts of water because the capturing 


and compression requires much energy, the Consortium also states that they don't have the water 


right now, which would mean an increase in pumping Hopi and Navajo water from its current 


water rate. Proposed increases call for another 25 to 40 more water being pumped. 


 


Safety is also a critical issue since scientists have stated that they cannot predict how long CO2 


can be safely stored since it could potentially leak into other underground aquifers or into the air. 


 


Hopi community members have also asked: Can the Hopi Tribe pull out of the project? The 


answer is yes, but not without consequences. SRP, which operates the Mohave Generating 


station, is the principal investigator and applicant for the $5 million dollar grant from the DOE. If 


the Hopi Tribe pulls out of the project, they could possibly be put into a serious liability situation 


for "misleading" DOE in accessing the money for this experiment. 


 


Peabody has also been actively participating and supporting the CCS project because they want 


to keep mining Hopi and Navajo coal for a very long time. 


 


Joelynn Roberson, a consultant to the Consortium, is also under fire from the Hopi community 


since part of her position description requires her to act as facilitator to the Hopi nation to 


"ensure permitting" and to engage in public outreach on tribal lands concerning the project, 


which to date has not occurred. 


 


Two former Hopi Chairmen, Vernon Masayesva and Benjamin Nuvamsa, spoke to the Observer 


about their concerns. 


 


Nuvamsa stated, "The Hopi Tribe is assuming a lot about this project. These are poisonous gases 


... from the coal fired plants [that will be] deposited into wells 9,000 feet deep for more than a 


lifetime. Therein lies the problem. It's just another way to allow these plants to keep polluting but 


this time, they would be polluting our water, not the air." 


 


"It's a pretty clever way ... for these companies to get around tough EPA air emissions control 


requirements like [Best Alternative Retrofit Technology] (BART). They are trying to divert our 


tribal attention away from the coal plants polluting the skies and a way to justify the continued 


existence of their plants," he added. 
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Masayesva stated, "This project approved by the Hopi Council, which will allow the Hopi and 


Navajo geologic strata and water reserves to store CO2 is highly experimental. Hopi and Navajo 


people have good reason to suspect that the sequestration model cannot accurately predict the 


migration of CO2 We have no idea and neither do scientists of the true picture of the extent of 


damages that can be done to the ground water in the Black Mesa Basin." 


 


He added, "Bottom line, the question that this project and its supporters must answer to the Hopi 


and Navajo people is this: Did the Hopi Tribe actually want the CO2 sequestration on Hopi land, 


or are they using this sequestration project as a vehicle to collect mineral data? If the latter is 


true, then the Hopi Council has now acted in bad faith, and this could have serious consequences 


for our tribe because it would mean that SRP, Peabody and the other energy companies along 


with Hopi water consultant Joelynn Roberson could be accused of securing federal money for 


this project under false pretenses." 


 


Nuvamsa concluded, "What everyone here on Hopi and Navajo should understand is that once 


the CO2 is injected into our reservation homeland ground, it will not be possible to extract those 


poisonous gases or stop them from permeating into our aquifers. Our aquifers will be forever 


poisoned. Future Hopi and Navajo generations will pay the price for a few measly dollars that 


these Hopi council members want. This is what I call environmental extortion." 


 


The eight Hopi Council members who approved the project included: Nada Talayumptewa, 


Phillip Quochytewa, Norman Honanie, Danny Honanie, Everett Calnimptewa, Wayne 


Kuwanhoiyoma, Velma Kelyesva and Arvin Puhuyesva. 


 


A public information meeting sponsored by the InterTribal COALition group to discuss this 


topic will be held at the Hotevilla Youth and Elderly Center at 10 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 6. A meal 


will be provided and all Hopi and Navajo tribal members are encouraged to come to share their 


opinions and concerns regarding this project. 


 
Coming together in the name of air quality (Indian Country Today) 
 


ISLETA PUEBLO, N.M. – “I wanted them to see, this is who we are and sk], please, help us 


before climate change takes away our way of life,” Rosalie Kalistook, Orutsararmiut, 


Department of Natural Resources Environmental Coordinator explained.  


 


Kalistook presented “Climate Change in Rural Alaska,” a slide show and discussion 


exemplifying the catastrophic effects of climate change on tribal peoples – just one of many 


workshops offered during the 2010 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality held July 13 – 15.  


 


In the arctic regions of the world, communities and lands are perhaps being the hardest hit as sea 


and river levels and temperatures rise and the permafrost melts. According to the International 


Panel on Climate Change 2007 working group II report, Alaska's average observed temperature 


increased ~7° F (2 to 3.5° C) from 1970 – 2004; which, along with a neighboring portion of 


Canada, is the most extreme change in the world.  


 


“We are seeing the effects the most,” Kalistook said, “because we are at ground zero where all 
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the chemicals of the world come up.”  


 


Kalistook is currently working from Bethel, Alaska, to bring assistance to Alaskan tribes whose 


villages, such as Newtok in western Alaska, need to be relocated to higher grounds due to rising 


ocean and river waters, erosion or massive sink holes in the permafrost.  


 


A lot to consider  


 


Just one solution to the damages climate change and decreasing air quality are causing is the use 


of sustainable, renewable energy sources.  


 


As part of the 2010 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality, Sandra Begay-Campbell, Diné, 


Sandia National Laboratory Technical Staff principal member, presented the state of renewable 


energy and energy efficiency technologies supported by the U.S. Department of Energy on tribal 


lands.  


 


Between the years of 2002-2008, the DOE funded 93 tribal energy projects totaling $16.5 million 


with 34 taking the first steps, 51 in feasibility studies and eight in the development stages.  


 


These projects span solar technology, hydropower, wind, biomass and geothermal energies.  


 


Begay explained that the agency's mission is to provide technical advice so that tribal leaders are 


able to make the best decisions about bringing renewable energy to tribal lands and to provide 


education about sustainable energy.  


 


“A lot of tribes are asking for strategic planning. One solution for climate change is not the only 


solution,” she said. “There's a lot to be considered.”  


 


Begay-Campbell pointed out the fact that wind energy on tribal lands is providing the greatest 


returns to tribes highlighting the Cherokee Nation Enterprises' wind project in Oklahoma. This 


project will be a 100-megawatt wind farm to offset $8 million in energy costs. The project will 


be 100 percent tribally owned.  


 


In San Diego County, Calif., the Campo Kumeyaay Nation is in the second phase of developing 


what will be the largest-scale wind farm on tribal lands. The Kumeyaay Wind farm produces 


enough power each year to provide energy for approximately 30,000 homes. According to the 


Kumeyaay, this saves approximately 110,000 tons a year in greenhouse gas emissions, compared 


with equivalent fossil fuel generation. It is helping San Diego Gas & Electric meet its target of 


supplying at least 20 percent of its customers' electricity from renewable sources by 2010.  


 


Begay-Campbell said the funding of the projects is leading the tribes to become very savvy with 


their natural and fiscal resources.  


 


“Part of what we're finding is that there are some financing issues. In order to receive returns in 


the form of tax credits, the tribes need to partner with for-profit entities. So, what we're seeing is 


some very creative financing,” she said.  
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In February 2009, the Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians of California cut the ribbon on a 1.1-


megawatt solar electric system after receiving a DOE First Steps grant to develop an energy plan. 


This assisted the tribe in moving forward with the installation of this $7 million system that 


produces 1,900 megawatts annually from approximately 15,000 solar panel modules. This 


system partially powers the tribe's casino and residences with the remainder of the power being 


returned to the grid for clean energy use nearby.  


 


The Tulalip Tribes of Washington now use an anaerobic digester to make energy from dairy 


waste. This diverts groundwater and salmon stream pollution from dairy operations, instead 


converting the manure into electricity. This project is a joint project between Quil Ceda Power, a 


subsidiary of the Tulalip Tribes; Qualco Energy, a nonprofit group that includes representatives 


from the Sno/Sky Agricultural Alliance, a farmers' cooperative; and Northwest Chinook 


Recovery, a nonprofit organization committed to preserving, restoring and enhancing salmon 


habitat in the Puget Sound region. The digester was first proposed to help consume waste from 


local dairy operations and to prevent runoff into local salmon streams.  


 


The Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma is also committed to using the earth in the form of 


geothermal ground source heat pumps to heat and cool their hotel/casino and member homes and 


now has a fully functioning geothermal system.  


 


Another aspect of the DOE work is to reduce tribal energy costs by 30 percent.  


 


With the Forest County Potawatomi Nation of Wisconsin, as well as with other gaming nations, 


this meant looking closely at casino expenditures and energy use.  


 


“These facilities are typically in operation 24/7,” Begay-Campbell said.  


 


The Potawatomi found that their parking garage used a large amount of energy and that by “re-


lamping” the facility's fixtures with LED bulbs they were able to cut their costs by 30 percent.  


 


“I think it's going to take knowledgeable leadership, timing and strategic planning to make a go 


of it,” she said. “Now, with the economy the way it is, it's really a struggle.”  


 


Kalistook also explained that these changes directly correspond with the changes her 


grandfathers foretold during her childhood.  


 


“They would say that the snow wouldn't come and the earth would get thinner. This is happening 


and I believe what they were referring to was the melting of the  


 


permafrost,” she said. “Our houses here are built up on stilts and we used to get so much snow 


that a lot of houses would be covered with snow and you would only see chimney smoke. You 


don't see that anymore.”  


 


Kalistook said that with climate change comes cultural change referring to the fact that her dried 


fish rack and that of her sister didn't reach capacity this year until mid-July. In normal years, they 







 14 


would have been full nearly a month earlier.  


 


“I believe that no matter where a community is, they will see the effects of climate change,” she 


said.  


 


Also during the conference, Professor Margaret Hiza-Redsteer, Crow, USGS Flagstaff Science 


Center research scientist, presented her study of the location, moisture content, plant and animal 


bases, nutrient capacity, and movement over time of Navajo sand dunes.  


 


The Southwest's constant drought for the past 15 years coupled with increasing temperatures has 


caused dramatic loss of moisture to the dune soil thereby displacing native plants and the entire 


ecosystem. This is causing Diné peoples to have to invest more heavily in groundwater sources, 


move sheep more frequently or even shift to raising cattle, which need hay rather than forage.  


 


Climate Change Program Manager, Susan Wotkyns, explained that this information as well as 


regional changes on tribal lands across the country have been compiled at the ITEP Climate 


Change Web site. This EPA-funded project was developed as a resource for tribes as well as 


other individuals and presents detailed information about the impacts of climate change on tribes.  


 


It also provides resources such as tools to track signs of climate change, funding opportunities to 


monitor air, water and soil quality, links to events, workshops, contacts and the current Tribal 


Climate Change Newsletter.  


 


NTAA Executive Committee Chair Bill Thompson, Penobscot Nation Vice Chief and 


Department of Resources Air Quality Program manager in Maine said that tribes and the NTAA 


are currently in the process of reviving and rebuilding capacity and tribal air quality programs, 


referring directly to the Obama administration's marked enthusiasm in work with tribes.  


 


Keynote speaker for the entire forum was Assistant Administrator for the EPA Office of Air and 


Radiation Gina McCarthy. During her address, McCarthy spoke of tribal program issues and 


relationships between EPA's OAR and tribal governments.  


 


“Now we have someone who is actually listening to us,” Thompson said. “For the first time ever, 


one of the EPA's highest ranking officials is here. She said that now is the time for us to come to 


her with tribal concerns so that we can put together solutions that will work for all of us.”  


 


Thompson explained his own enthusiasm to be part of the building process in monitoring air 


quality on tribal lands, as well as that of the other participants.  


 


“The attendees are so engrossed and so involved. It's heartening.”  


 


Sandra Begay-Campbell, Diné, Technical Staff principal member Sandia National Laboratory, 


who works with tribes to develop sustainable energy programs (see sidebar), also expressed 


excitement in the current administration.  


 


“Now is the time for tribes to make a go of sustainable energy solutions with the Obama 
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administration being so supportive of tribes, climate change research and renewable energy. For 


me it's a very exciting time,” she said.  


 


The conference was sponsored by the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (Northern 


Arizona University-Flagstaff, Nevada) and the National Tribal Environmental Council.  


 


Approximately 160 tribal environmental professionals and Environmental Protection Agency 


employees from 49 states gathered to learn and share their experiences with the state of the 


environment on tribal lands. Only Hawaii was excluded from the event as it currently does not 


have any federally recognized tribes.  


 


“We filled up within two weeks of the announcement of the event. The response was 


immediate,” ITEP Program coordinator Lydia Sheer said. “This speaks to the urgency of the 


issues.”  


 


Christopher Lee, Diné, Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals Tribal Air Monitoring 


Support co-director said the strides tribes are making in managing their own environmental 


monitoring is tremendous.  


 


“The tribes are now the ultimate authority for air quality. There is still a challenge to staff 


programs from within, but the tribes are taking the lead in how they want their programs to run 


and the NTAA steering committee is comprised of all tribal members,” he said. 
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EPA Takes New Look At Gas Drilling, Water Issues (Black Enterprise Magazine) 


 
July 20, 2010 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — So vast is the wealth of natural gas locked into dense rock 
deep beneath Pennsylvania, New York, West Virginia and Ohio that some geologists 
estimate it's enough to supply the entire East Coast for 50 years. 
 
But freeing it requires a powerful drilling process called hydraulic fracturing or "fracking," 
using millions of gallons of water brewed with toxic chemicals, that some fear could 
pollute water above and below ground and deplete aquifers. 
 
As gas drillers swarm to this lucrative Marcellus Shale region and blast into other shale 
reserves around the country, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is taking a new 
look at the controversial fracking technique, currently exempt from federal regulation. 
The $1.9 million study comes as the nation reels from the Deepwater Horizon 
environmental and economic disaster playing out in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
The oil and gas industry steadfastly defends the process as having been proven safe 
over many years as well as necessary to keep the nation on a path to energy 
independence. 
 
Studies have "consistently shown that the risks are managed, it's safe, it's a technology 
that's essential ... it's also a technology that's well-regulated," said Lee Fuller, director of 
the industry coalition Energy In Depth. 
 
"A fair study," Fuller added, "will show that the procedures that are there now are highly 
effective and do not need to be altered — the federal government does not need to be 
there." 
 
But because of the oil disaster, conservation groups say the drilling industry has lost it 
credibility and the rapid expansion of shale drilling needs to be scrutinized. 
 
"People no longer trust the oil and gas industry to say, 'Trust us, we're not cutting 
corners,' " said Cathy Carlson, a policy adviser for Earthworks, which supports federal 
regulation and a moratorium on fracking in the Marcellus Shale. 
 
Just six years ago, an EPA study declared the fracking process posed "little or no threat 
to underground sources of drinking water" and with that blessing, Congress a year later 
exempted hydraulic fracturing from federal regulation. 
 
Now the agency, prodded by Congress even before the Gulf disaster and stung by 
criticism that its 2004 study was scientifically flawed and maybe politically tainted, will 
bring the issues to the heart of the land lease rush in the Marcellus Shale: Canonsburg, 
Pa., on Thursday and Binghamton, N.Y., on August 12. 
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EPA hearings earlier this month in Fort Worth, Texas and Denver focused on issues 
including drilling in the Barnett Shale of Texas, and in Colorado and Wyoming, which 
have experienced similar natural gas booms. Natural gas is also being recovered from 
the Haynesville Shale in north Louisiana, the Fayetteville Shale in northern Arkansas 
and Woodford Shale in southern Oklahoma. 
 
In Texas, where drillers have sunk more than 13,000 wells into the Barnett Shale in the 
past decade, fear of the cancer-causing chemical benzene in the air above gas fields 
from processing plants and equipment has spurred tests by environmental regulators 
and criticism of the state's safeguards. In Colorado, numerous residents contend gas 
drilling has spoiled their water wells. 
 
Advancements in horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing technology in the late 1990s 
significantly increased the yield and economic viability of tapping shale gas wells and 
led to the current natural gas boom, starting in Texas with the Barnett Shale. Fracking is 
now considered the key to unlocking huge, untapped natural gas reserves across the 
United States at a time when natural gas is emerging as a greener energy alternative to 
coal or oil. 
 
The Marcellus Shale is 10 times the size of the Barnett, spanning 50,000 square miles 
compared with the 5,000-square-mile Barnett. It is also three times thicker than the 
Barnett at up to 900 feet, and is estimated to have a potential yield of 10 times as much 
gas (500 trillion cubic feet versus 50 trillion cubic feet). 
 
At stake in the debate over how best to manage and regulate this enormous new 
natural resource is not just the safety of water supplies but also thousands of jobs, 
profits for the gas drilling and delivery industry and a bonanza of royalties for 
landowners. 
 
"We've got to get it right," said Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., a sponsor of the so-called FRAC 
Act, which would repeal the 2005 exemption and require regulation of fracking by the 
EPA under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act. 
 
"We allowed coal over many, many decades to be an industry that was so unregulated 
that it was allowed to do virtually whatever it wanted, and now we have numerous 
environmentally adverse impacts," he said. 
 
Though the drilling rush into Pennsylvania is barely two years old, more than 3,500 
permits have been issued and about 1,500 wells drilled, with thousands more expected. 
Environmental problems are already bubbling up: methane leaks contaminating private 
water wells, major spillage of diesel and fracking chemicals above ground, and fish kill 
in a creek. 
 
A well blowout in north central Pennsylvania last month spewed natural gas and toxic 
fracking water out of control for 16 hours. State regulators found EOG Resources Inc. of 
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Houston had failed to install a proper blowout prevention system — taking cost 
shortcuts. The state fined EOG Resources and a contractor more than $400,000. 
 
A wary New York state has had a virtual moratorium on drilling permits for the Marcellus 
Shale region for two years while it completes an environmental review. 
 
Fear of water pollution is so high that a sweet spot of the Marcellus Shale — the 
Delaware River watershed in southern New York and northeastern Pennsylvania that 
provides drinking water for 17 million people from Philadelphia to New York City — is 
virtually off-limits to drilling for now. 
 
The industry says there is no evidence that fracking chemicals — some of them 
suspected human carcinogens — contaminate drinking water, wells or aquifers once 
blasted deep underground. 
 
EPA summarized numerous reports of "water quality incidents" in residential wells, 
homes, or streams in Alabama, Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, Virginia, West Virginia 
and Wyoming but said there was inconclusive evidence linking the incidents to fracking. 
 
 
Hydraulic fracturing, first used commercially in 1949 by petroleum services giant 
Halliburton Co. of Houston, was developed to eke gas and oil from impermeable rock. 
Water mixed with chemicals and sand is injected at high pressure to fracture shale, the 
sand holding fractures open so gas can flow up the well. 
 
Each frack job uses an average of 4 million gallons of water, delivered to a well site by 
hundreds of tanker trucks. Some of the "produced" wastewater remains in the well — 
estimates range from 20 percent to 90 percent. What comes back up the well — briny, 
chemical-laden and possibly radioactive from exposure to naturally existing radon 
underground — is usually stored in open pits until it's trucked to treatment plants or 
underground injection wells. 
 
In the northeastern Pennsylvania town of Dimock, state regulators have repeatedly 
penalized Houston-based Cabot Oil & Gas Corp. for contaminating the drinking water 
wells of 14 homes with leaking methane and for numerous spills of diesel and chemical 
drilling additives, including one that contaminated a wetland and killed fish. 
 
Even as Pennsylvania officials work to improve their regulation of drilling, the state's 
environmental protection secretary does not want to cede authority. 
 
"I'm not ready to turn Pennsylvania's resources over to the federal government," said 
John Hanger. "Right now, Pennsylvania has just about the very best drilling oversight in 
the country and we continue to keep working at it every day." 
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Hanger is quick to criticize the regulatory debacle of the federal Minerals Management 
Service and its cozy relationship with oil and gas corporations before the Deepwater 
Horizon explosion on April 20. 
 
"That agency was captured by the drilling industry," he said. 
 
The industry says it believes state oversight is sufficient and worries the new EPA study 
will lead to new and costly safety and environmental rules that would rob them of 
decades of profits. 
 
In West Virginia, however, state officials concede they're overwhelmed trying to regulate 
the Marcellus juggernaut that has added hundreds of Marcellus wells to tens of 
thousands of traditional, shallow gas wells. 
 
If passed, the FRAC Act would remove what's widely known as the "Halliburton 
loophole" — which exempted fracking from the Safe Drinking Water Act when the 2005 
energy bill was passed. 
 
The EPA, in a statement to The Associated Press, did not criticize its previous study. 
But given the rapid expansion of the industry and "serious concerns" about the impact 
of hydraulic fracturing, the agency said it concluded it was necessary to conduct a peer-
reviewed study that draws upon best available science, independent experts and the 
public. 
 
EPA's hydraulic fracturing website: 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/uic/wells_hydrofrac.html 


 


 


HISPANIC  


 


Governor signs three energy bills (Puerto Rico Daily Sun) 


 
Moreover, for every $100 that a Puerto Rican earns, $12 goes to pay for electricity. 
 
We are facing an energy crisis, because of our dependence on oil and an obsolete 
infrastructure, said Gov. Fortuño as he signed three measures that, taken together, 
create an aggressive plan to rescue the environment, reduce energy costs and create 
thousands of so-called green jobs. 
 
The unbridled use of sources of energy derived from petroleum adds to the volatility of 
energy costs on the island, and therefore adversely affects Puerto Rico's 
competitiveness. 
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Every year, the cost of petroleum increases and it is expected to continue climbing. This 
year, we spent more than $5 billion in the importation of combustibles. 
 
The first of the measures signed is the Law for Energy Diversification by Means of 
Sustainable Renewable Energy. It sets compulsory targets for reduction in conventional 
energy use and increased use of renewable energy. Under this portfolio, the law 
requires us to produce 12 percent renewable energy by 2015 and 15 percent for 2020. 
Development of a plan to achieve 20 percent energy production from renewable and 
alternative sources by 2035 is also required.. 
 
The law creates renewable energy certificates. These will be awarded to each energy 
supplier to produce one megawatt hour of electricity using renewable energy, setting a 
financial market around this new industry. The certificates also serve to promote the 
achievement of companies that produce electricity through renewable sources. The 
Renewable Energy Commission will ensure compliance of our goals for economic 
development, environmental protection and public health. 
 
The second measure is the Energy Tax Incentives Act of Green Puerto Rico. This law 
allows all citizens to contribute to solving the energy problem. Citizens who qualify may 
receive up to 60 percent cash reimbursement for investment in renewable energy for 
homes and small businesses, and up to 50 percent for midsize businesses that install 
energy efficient equipment. 
 
In addition, the bill provides for a Green Energy Fund, which provides $20 million in 
2011 and increases to $40 million in five years for a total of $290 million intended to 
promote this industry. 
 
These two legislative measures will create more than 10,000 green jobs over the next 
five years and achieve an estimated investment of $4 billion over the next 10 years, said 
the governor. 
 
At the same time, Fortuño issued an Executive Order to implement faster processes for 
development projects that promote diversification in the use of alternates to oil, while 
promoting the use of renewable and alternate energy sources. 
 
This allows us to use available federal credits for certain initiatives, starting alternate 
energy projects this year, he said. To date, the PR Electric and Power Authority has 
signed contracts with seven companies, investors who are ready and willing to work on 
renewable energy projects under these new laws. Taxpayers will be able to see a relief 
in his out-of- pocket costs, while protecting our island. Among the companies are: 
Pattern (Santa Isabel), AES Solar (Guayama), Energy Answers (Arecibo), Sunbeam 
Caribbean (Barceloneta), Windmar (Guayanilla), GO Green (Naguabo) and IWT 
(Caguas). 
 
I am convinced that today we take an advanced step to rescue our environment, and [in 
so doing] we all win. Our consumers will see a reduction in heir electric bill, business 
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people will have more efficient businesses, investors can enter and be competitive the 
global market for green energy, and every Puerto Rican enjoy a better quality of life and 
better employment opportunities, concluded the Governor. 
 
 


Former 'Green Jobs Czar' Van Jones Opposes Prop. 23, Lauds Clean-Tech Sector 
(Hispanic Business) 


 
July 20--President Barack Obama's controversial former "green jobs czar" Van Jones 
said efforts to roll back California's landmark climate change law will not only hurt 
Sacramento's budding clean-tech sector but also open the door for competing cities and 
states to wrest away green jobs and businesses. 
 
Jones, author of a book called "The Green Collar Economy" is in town today to speak at 
Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson's monthly green initiative meeting. He will discuss 
the economic fallout of Proposition 23, which seeks to suspend the state's greenhouse 
gas reduction law. 
 
"It's like taking a sledgehammer to a job-creating machine," Jones said in a telephone 
interview Monday. 
 
"It sends an awful message, and other states are going to take advantage of it" to 
attract green companies, he said. 
 
Jones' message came as more than 100 California economists specializing in 
California's energy and climate policies on Monday issued an open letter opposing 
efforts to roll back the state's landmark greenhouse gas reduction law. 
 
The economists, including Nobel laureate and former Stanford University professor 
Kenneth Arrow, warned that any delays in implementing the climate change law, also 
known as Assembly Bill 32, will be financially disastrous. 
 
"Postponing the implementation of California's 2006 Global Warming Solutions Act will 
make it more expensive in the end for California to clean up our air pollution," said 
Michael Hanemann, co-director of the Climate and Energy Policy Institute at the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
 
Signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2006, AB 32 aims to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to 1990 levels by the end of the decade. 
 
The law's supporters say it will create jobs and nurture a growing clean-tech industry. 
 
Backed by funding from Texas oil companies, advocates of the ballot initiative to 
suspend the law, Proposition 23, say AB 32 is a job killer. They want the law rolled back 
until the statewide unemployment rates drops to 5.5 percent. 
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Anita Mangels, spokeswoman for the California Jobs Initiative, which is spearheading 
the measure, said that while the legislation may create green jobs, it will destroy far 
more existing blue-collar jobs in the manufacturing, refining and energy sectors. 
 
"There will be jobs lost and it increases energy (costs) exponentially," she said. 
 
Jones noted that Sacramento is already "a national success story" when it comes to 
building a green economy. 
 
A recent study by MonsterTrak.com ranked the city among the top 10 in the nation 
when it came to creating green-collar jobs. 
 
Jones, now a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress in Washington, D.C., 
praised Johnson for bringing various interest groups -- unions, businesses and 
environmentalists -- together to boost Sacramento's green profile. 
 
As the green jobs adviser to the Obama White House, Jones was a key player in the 
administration's clean energy policies. 
 
But he abruptly resigned last year amid heavy criticism for negative comments he made 
about Republicans prior to joining the administration. 
 
 
 
 


NATIVE AMERICAN 


Iyall: Nisqually take lead in environmental stewardship (Indian Country Today) 


 
By Cynthia Iyall 
Story Published: Jul 16, 2010  
Story Updated: Jul 16, 2010  
Despite the occasional token outreach, the mainstream leadership of this country hasn’t 
looked our way too often for guidance. But a new wind suggests that is about to change. 
 
When President Barack Obama signed the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 
2009, he said we would no longer “take our forests, rivers, oceans, national parks, 
monuments, and wilderness areas for granted; but rather we will set them aside and 
guard their sanctity for everyone to share.” 
 
Finally, someone’s been listening. 
 
Ironically, on March 4, 2010, the Obama administration released a Roadmap for 
Restoring Ecosystem Resiliency and Sustainability on the Gulf Coast, specifically in 
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Louisiana and Mississippi. The report emphasized the need for collaboration between 
the administration’s working group, the states, local governments – and tribes. 
 
This was ironic, of course, because a little more than a month later, on April 20, an off-
shore oil rig exploded, killing 11 workers. Two days later, when our nation celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, the U.S. Coast Guard found a massive oil leak, 
which continues to spew millions of gallons of toxic crude into the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
What’s really tragic about this is that we knew commercial practice – drilling, fishing, 
damming, shipping – in that region were unsustainable even before this disaster, just as 
we know that commercial practices are similarly unsustainable in nearly every corner of 
the country. 
 
Environmental stewardship means that we carefully consider the consequences of our 
actions on the world around us. 
 
Environmental stewardship means consideration of our inaction, as well. 
 
Nothing has changed for Indian country. Our relationship to the earth is not just our 
cultural heritage; it is part of our spirit and our being. 
 
What has changed, however, is the readiness for others to listen and learn. And we can 
act on this opportunity to engage in a process that had once shut us out. 
 
My tribe, the Nisqually, will host a summit of Washington state tribal leaders in 
September with state Commissioner of Public Lands Peter Goldmark. We will talk about 
the state’s natural resource management and the tribes’ role in it. 
 
Tribal leaders in other regions could take similar steps to build bridges and bring their 
voices back to the circle. Federal, state and local leaders coast-to-coast are in the mood 
to hear us, and they are seeking guidance. 
 
We can no longer retreat to our reservations and practice traditions on our own land, 
while the country around us continues with reckless and misguided management of 
America’s natural resources. 
 
We – the tribes, federal, state and local governments, and private landowners – are 
bound together by the land and water. What we do on one side of the fence affects the 
other. 
 
The Nisqually have been able to use our fortune to strengthen our society, support 
cultural activities and pursue a mission that preserves our heritage and ancient values.  
The Exxon Valdez destroyed natural coastal resources for all, just as the oil gushing 
from the Deepwater Horizon continues to plague the Gulf Coast. 
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Timber cutting affects all regional wildlife. Upstream waste contaminates surrounding 
watershed and downstream estuaries. 
 
Here in Washington, toxic waste from the Hanford Nuclear Reservation threatens all 
tribes who depend on the Columbia River salmon for their livelihood. 
 
The Columbia River is a perfect example of why tribes should unite in defense of the 
environment. Underneath the vast reservoir of the Grand Coulee Dam lay Kettle Falls, 
the ancient fishing grounds and gathering spot for the Colville, Tulalip, Blackfoot, Nez 
Perce, Yakima, Flathead and Coeur d’Alene people. 
 
To feed an increasing appetite for electricity, irrigation and navigation, dozens of dams 
were constructed against tribal appeals and warnings. More than a half century has 
passed and we all are still trying to nurture the salmon population to recovery. 
 
The Nisqually, like many modern tribes, have had the good fortune of recent economic 
development and stability. We have been able to use our fortune to strengthen our 
society, support cultural activities and pursue a mission that preserves our heritage and 
ancient values. 
 
The most important of those values is preserving our relationship with the earth. 
 
We recently made an agreement with the City of Olympia, Washington state’s capital, to 
re-open access to the headwaters of Medicine Creek, a historically spiritual site we call 
She-nah-num. We have also created unique inter-governmental partnerships with the 
state and our surrounding county to manage and maintain public parks. 
 
It took the Nisqually tribe more than a decade working diligently with Ducks Unlimited 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to restore more than 900 acres in a nearby 
estuary. The tribe was also awarded $600,000 last month from the Environmental 
Protection Agency for research in the Nisqually Delta. 
 
We are entrepreneurial while building a reputation for our environmental stewardship 
programs. On our reservation in Thurston County, Washington, the tribe has literally 
made the care and management of natural resources our business. 
 
One of those businesses, Nisqually Aquatic Technologies, has been working with 
federal officials to clean derelict fishing gear and other debris from Puget Sound. In 
addition, NAT has created a certified oil-spill response team that uses state Department 
of Ecology equipment to tackle oil spills. 
 
Just this spring, the tribe purchased a 120-acre shellfish harvesting property on 
Henderson Inlet in the South Puget Sound. The inlet has seen better days. And 
returning the old Yamashita Oyster farm to a working, quality shellfish-producing 
operation will take work. But we are more than committed. Tribal leaders have already 
begun fostering relationships with our new neighbors, as well as reaching out to 
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communities upstream. Together, all of us will clean up the adjacent land, thereby 
cleansing the creeks feeding this estuary, and ultimately returning the property to its 
original pristine condition producing exceptionally high-quality oysters. 
 
The Nisqually people are proud of a heritage espousing environmental activism and 
stewardship not only as our cultural mission, but as a viable enterprise. Other sovereign 
tribes have similar opportunities. 
 
Tribal members can get excited about these conservation projects and new enterprises 
because they fulfill the basic promises of stewardship that our ancestors made to us – 
and the promise we make to our children. Native American communities, our values and 
traditions, are finding a new sense of appreciation in the movement toward a greener 
future for the United States. 
 
Cynthia Iyall is chairman of the Nisqually Indian Tribe in Washington state. Among her 
priorities, Iyall has focused on growing and diversifying the tribe’s interests; providing 
tribal members with better services, raising awareness and visibility of the tribe and its 
accomplishments; and solidifying its relationships with the community. 
 
 





