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MEMORARDUM OF TELECHONR CONVERSATION BETWEEN
LIEUPERANT COMMANDER SEQUIRE (Raval Ordnance

rlant, Macon, Georgia) AND LIEUTENANT CHARLES

H. BROOKS (Bureau of Ordnance).
Explosives 8torage, !

-~ got down there at Macon, and he said that you had
yromised that you had gotten up a letter fop him which
he was unable to yick up, I wonder if you can give me

& summary of the amount of various explosives that you've

g0t on hand, and your total storage capacity for that tyre
of material.

Well now, hold the ¥ire a minute, -- vaiting pre.aration
now. The only thing that ia really in excess ig tetryl.
We have g very large quantity of tetryl.

Hov much have you got sipr?

298,150 pounds tetryl. We've got 91,500 pounds of PRT,
but wetre cutting into that very lively with these ex-
ploders. Hovever, the Raval Gun Pactory has not bsen able
to furnish us with about 60,000 of the Plugs that go into

worry about the TNT, we can take care of that, the only
thing that bothers us is the tetryl.

Hovw much of that would you 1like to get pid of sip?

Well --

250, 0007 ,

-- about 350 pounds a day of tetryl and that's at the
rate of 10,000 a month, and that may rise slightly. I
¥ould say off hand if e could get rid of, on a start,
150,000 pounds of tetryl that would help us get =ome more
magazines capacity.

150,000 pounds of tetryl.
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Sequine: Yes.

Brooks: How are you on azide? ‘ »

Sequines Wetve got 22,000 pounds of lead azlds.

Brooks: . How much of that are you using sir?

Sequine: About 150 gounds a day. Around 5,000 a month and if my

recollection serves me correctly we have & contract with
{ Duront for about 5,000, and were 1t not for the fact ve've
‘ fallen behind on Mark 26 projector, ve would -- that
wouldn't be an embarrassment to us see.

Brooks: - Well Commander, I've been wondering -- what we're plan-
ning to do 13 to overhaul all our contracts, and pro-
vide that the delivery wiil be designated upon acceptance
of the lot, and that would include this azide and every-
thing else. Now, vould that be satisfactory to you?

Sequine; let'as see, do I gét that correctly, that is they ship in
a trial lot of lead azide and test 1t out and then accerpt
the lot of axzide and ship it in?

Brooks: Yes, and if you vere behind we'd ship it to Burns 0ity,
or somevhere like that, and then ship it to you as you
nesded 1t.

Sequines Yes, well that sounds all right to me.

Brooks: In other words vhat I'm planning to do with this tetryl

and anything else that you vant to get rid of 1s to ship
i1t up to Charlestom, South Caralina, and then give you
= blanket shipment order to bring it back - shiyment

to be as designated by you.

Sequinet - 1 see, direct to Charleston.

Brooks: Yes. We'll ship it up to Charleston see, this 150,000
vounds of tetryl we'll ship up to Charleston, we will them

Telephoned by: 1issue a blanket shipment order so that you cen get that
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back as you want it.

i1l

Thet would be all right, that would be grand. N

Because ve're aslong vways away from your - any place sas

. far as thatt!s concerned, and we're trying to do that as

much 48 we can, because you fellows are on the spgot, and
knov hov you want 1t anrd vhen you want 1it.

That would suit us very wéll indeed.
How about black powder sir?

How we've got 99,000 paundé of black powder. Our black
powder business is lopsided; wve're short of cannon povder,
I think ve're down around 5,000 pounds of cannon powder.
5,000 of cannon. What's the rest of 1t?

The rest of 1t ia 2F and 3F, p083ibly 2F of course - 3F,
well the 3¥ 1s not important, there is not much of that,
I would say off hand if vwe got somewhere like 90,000
pounds, or 89,000 pounds of 2F. How ¥e can grin and bear
that,

Well, 4o you went to get rid of some of it?

Well vie!ll have to lst 1t review this thing,we'rs in
preparation, and we'll let you know, but I think we can
take with him. You see what happens ia the pro-
ject orders made out in the Gun Factory, that is the job
orders, and ws might not be ready to engage In a preduetimn
of this particular material they have set up, but they
go ahead and inform the Bureau of Ordnance tﬁey are going
to nesd so many pounds of black powder and then 1t comes
down to us. ,

111 tell you sir, one thing we're doing now, we'rve ﬁot
sgndingdtgat do;n tg them. They tell us you’need S0 rch ,
you nee bounds of azlds and 50 pounds of tetryl and so
forth and we just forget them. P v
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¥Well, I wish you would.

I wonder sir, if 1t would be satisfactory to you to pull
50,000 pounds of that 2Fg out also?

Let us review that, this report is still 1ln preparation,
I would suggest this, that you start by moving 150,000
pounds of tetryl, that's taking steps to initiate that,
and then on the receipt of this report which will have
body recommendation, you can act further.

All right sir, we'll get that tetryl away from you, we'll
issue the shipgment order today and have instructions send
down by teletype. o

0. K., novw weo'll try to mske it a uniform lot if possible,
and not to have a diversion latitude in that.

Yes, now one other thing in that regort sir, I don't know
vhether Cormander Sawyer asked you to include in that your
storage capaclty for the various types of explosive or not,
bid he? :

Yes, we've just bsen dsbating asbout that. Now the trouble

is that on the original svap plan as is gotten out by

Ad3, they don't give those capacitles. Dy, Dlck has that
though. I wish he'd give us the dope. That 1s the permlssle
capacity. Now we'll give you the actual storage capaclity

as Wwe see 1t, but the permissible capaclty were vorked out

by Dr. Dilck and we never got that dope.

0. K., we'll try to get it down to.you. Kow wait a minute,
vetve got a teletype in here from Macon. Commander, in
connection with this teletype which was sent on the 1llth,
about fulminate belng racked in antifreeze, we're wondering
if 1t wouldn't be possible for you, with that that's on
hand at the present time to pour some of the water off and
put some antifreeze on 1lt.

Yes, we're going to do that and we're also going to put
some colls in that 5
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| No, we can grin and hear that.
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Now one other thing, how much
hand? Oh, 3600 pounds.

3600 pounds.

fulminats have you got on

And ve won't ship any more to you until you ask for it.
Yes.

Do you want to get rid of some?

vlace you sese,

Yes. Well we'll get rid of that 150,000 pounds of tetryl
for you right off the bat, and vhen that regort comes up
we'll get rid of anything that you vant to get »id of, and
we'll ship it up to Charleston, and you can get 1t back
vhen you want 1it. '

That will suit us fine.

Charleaiﬁ. Brooks
‘Lieutenant, USKR

H. Brooks (BuOrd). .
t, Comdr, Sefgﬂg? (Ror, Macon, Georgia).
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