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April20, 2012 

By Federal Express 

The Honomble T. Christian Herren, Jr. 
Chief~ Voting Section 
Civil Rights Division 
United States Department of Justice 
Room 7254-NWB 
1800 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

RE: Submission under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of the Waller 
County, Texas 2011 Redistricting of Election Precincts - Expeditgl 
ConsiJemtio11 Requested 

Dear Mr. Herren: 

On behalf of Waller County, Texas (hereinafter, "County''), I hereby submit the 
following changes affecting voting for consideration pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § !973c. 

Waller County seeks precleamnce of its March 7, 2012 order adopting proposed 
changes to its election precincts. The changes to the election precincts are necessary to 
comply with Texas Election Code chapter 42, which governs the configuration of 
election precincts. 

WaDer County requests expedited consideration, as the federal distrid court 
hearing the redistricting challenges to the State of Teus' plans has ordered that the 
Texas party primaries be held on May 29, 2012, and the County will need to use the 
new election precincts for the political party primary electioos. &~Order of March 
1, 2012,Perez v. TUIIS(copy attached as E:r:hibit A), tjj q. 

In compliance with 28 C.F.R. Part 51~ I am supplying the following information 
onbehalfofWallerCounty, Texas: 

WALLER COUNTY ELECTION PRECINCTS 

(a) A copy or any ordi.aanee. eaactmen~ order, or regulation embodying 
the thaDge affecting votmg for whkb sedion S preclearanee is being 
requestec:L 
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A copy of the Waller County Commissioners Court order of March 7. 2012 
adopting the boundary changes for its election .precincts is attached to this 
submission as Exhibit B.1 

(b) A cnpy of any ordinance, enactment, order, or regulation embodying 
the voting lltandard, practice, or procedure that is proposed to be repealed, 
ameaded, or otbeiWise changed. 

A copy of the Cornmlssioners Court order adopting the existing election precincts 
is a~ to this submission as Exhibit C. 

(c) A statement that idea.tifies with specificity each change afl'ectiug 
voting for which section S preclearance -is beiag requested and that explains 
the difference between the submitted change and the prior law or practice. If 
the submitted change is a special referendum election and the subject of the 
referendum is a proposed change affecting voting, the submission should 
specify whether preclearance is being requested solely for the spetial eledion 
or for both the special election and the proposed ehange to be voted on in the 
referendum. 

The change al!erS the boundaries of the County's election precincts. As explained 
in the preamble to the Coiiliilissioners Court order adopting the <::hanges, the 
modifications in the boundaries were necessary to comply with Chapter 42 of the 
Texas Election Code after changes were made to the County's commissioner and 
justice precin~ and to take into accowtt changes to the single-member council 
district boumlaries in the City ofKaty7 which is partially located in the County. A 
map showing the current election precincts is found at Exhibit D, and a map of 
the proposed election precincts is attached as Exhibit E, including maps of each 
individual election precinct A summary of the changes to election precincts. 
including numbering changes and territorial changes, is included in Exhibit F, 

(d) The name, title, maUing address, and tdepboae aamber of the person 
making the submissioa. Where available, a teldaaimile number and an 
email acldms for tbe person making the submission also should be provided. 

The person making the submission is Sydney W. Falk, Jr. at the law firm of 
Bickexstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP, 3711 S. MoPac Expressway, Building 

1 The Commissioners Coun initially adopted an election precinct plan on December 8, 2011. That phm 
included changes to elei:tion precincts required by TEx. El.EC. CODE chapter 42 to respond to changes in 
coun!}' commissioner and justice precincts, and to the Texas Legislature's congressloJlnl plan. The State's 
congressional plan has been challenged in federal dislrict court (Perez v. TextJS and consolidated cases; see 
Exh. A for the slyles and case numbers). and the district coon bas entered inu:rim piAn$ fur the Telta! 
bouse, senate and congressional districts. 1lu: interim congressional plan, unlike.tbe Stale's pian, doe& not 
spli! Waller County; the difference between the Commissioners Court's adoption of election precincts on 
March 7, 2012 is de-creation of an election precinct thai would ht>vebeen required under~ 42 to take 
imo account the State's congressional district line in the County. 
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One, Suite 300, Austin, Texas 78746, phone (512) 472-8021 and filx (512) 320-
5638. Mr. Fa1k may be contacted by email at sfalk@bickerstalf.com. 

(e) Tbe name of the submitting authority and the name of the jurisdietion 
responsible for the change, if differeut. 

The name of the submitting authority is Waller County, Texas. 

(t) If the .submission is not from a State or county, tbe name of the eounty 
and State in: wbicb the submitting authority Is located. 

Not applicable. 

{g) Identification of the person or body responsible for making the 
change and the mode of decision (e.g., act of State legislature, ordinanee of 
city council, administrative decision by registrar}. 

The changes to the election precincts were adopted by the Waller County 
Commissioners Court by order dated Match 7, 2012. 

(b) A statement identifying the statutory or other authority under wbicb 
tile juriBdiction undertakes the change and a description of the procedures 
the jurisdiction was required to follow in deciding to undertake the cbange. 

Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code imposes requirements on the configuration 
of county election precincts. Section 42.001 requires election precincts lo be 
compact and contiguous. Section 42.005(a) provides that election precincts may 
not contain territory from more than one of any of the foltowing: county 
commissioners precincts; county justice precincts; congressional districts; state 
representative (house) districts; state senate districts; State Board of Education 
districts; and wards in cities having more than 10,000 population. Section 42.006 
places constraints-maximum and minimum-iJn the number of registered voters 
an election precinct may have. Section 42.007 prohibits an election precinct from 
containing unincorporated areas and also incorporated areas of a city having 
I 0,-ooo total population or more. Changes in county election precinct boundaries 
ordinarily are to take effect on the first day of the first even~numbered voting year 
following the voting year in which the change is ordered. TEX. ELEC. CODE ANN. 
§42.033(a). However, the federal district court hearing challenges to Texas' plans 
for state house, state senate and congressional districts suspended the October 1, 
2011 deadline for county adoption under Chapter 42, and later set a March 20, 
2012 deadline. (See Exhibit A for copy of the colll'[' s order setting party primary 
date; see Order at 11 q.) Texas Election Code section 42.032 calls for each county 
to make such changes in response to redistricting. 

Waller County seeks preclearance of the election (voting) precincts it has 
modified pursuant fo Texas Election Code Chapter 42. 
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(i) The date of the adoption of the change affecting Yoting. 

The chzuiges to election precincts wm-e adopted by the Commissioners Court of 
Waller County, Texas, by order dated March 7, 2012. 

(j) The date on which the change is to take effect. 

The order will be effective when preclearance is obtained. 

The County will need to use the new precincts for the Texas political party 
primary elections currently set for May 29, 2012 by order of the federal court 
hearing the .challenges to the Texas statewide districting plans. See Order. 
Exhibit A, at 1 q. Accordingly, the County has requemd expedlled 
consideration oflhis $ubmission. 

(k) A statement that the change has not yet been e.aforced or 
administered, or an explanation of why sucb a statement cannot be .made. 

The change has not yet been enforced or administered. 

(I) Where the change will affeet less than the entire jurisdiction, au 
explanation of the stope of the change. 

The change affects only those election precincts that have been modified or 
created by the County as identified in its March 7~ 2012, order~ All other election 
precincts remain unchanged. A summary of the changes to election precincts, 
including numbering changes and territorial changes. is included in E:~hibit F. 

(m) A statement of the reasons for the c:bange. 

The changes to election precinct boundaries were required fur the County to 
comply with the requirements of Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code in 
response to changes to the County's commissioner and justice precincts (those 
changes have been precleared; see Submission No. 201 1-3609) and to clumges to 
the single-member council districts of the City of Katy. which lies partially in the 
County (in the southeastern portion of the County. The County Judge~ County 
Election Ccmsultant, and Cowdy Commissioners worked with redistricting 
counsel to develop a proposed set of changes to the County's election precincts, 
primarily to bring them into compliance with the requirements of Texas Election 
Code Chapter 42. Exhibit F contains a brief description of the changes to the 
election precincts. 

(n) A statement or the aotieipated efl'ect of tbe dtange on members .of 
raeial or language minority groups. 
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The proposed changes to election precincts are not expected to have any adverse 
effect on members of mcial or language minority groups. It is important to note 
that all county officers except the political party election precinct chair are elected 
at the county commissioner or justice precinct level or at.Jarge in a county-wide 
election. The political party election precinct chair is not elected from the entire 
population of the precinct as only the persons voting in that party's primary in that 
election precinct are eligible to participate in the election of that officer. Thus, in 
no instance is a county official's election determined or made easier or more 
.difficult by the configuration. population, or demographics of any particular 
election precinct or precincts. 

(o) A statement identifyiDg .aay past or pending litigation couceming the 
ehauge or related voting practices. 

There is no current or pending litigation conceming the configurations of election 
precincts or the locations of polling places. In 2008, the County entered a Consent 
Decree with the United States regarding county voter registration practices.2 

(p) A statement that the prior practice bas been precleared (with the 
date) or is uot subject to the preclearance requirement rmd a statement that 
the proeedure for tbe adoption of the ebange has been precleared (with the 
date) or is not subject to tbe preclearance requirement, or ao explaution of 
why such statements canaot be made. 

The prior redistricting plan for election precincts was preclcared on September 24, 
and October 3, 2002. Copies of the prior preclearance letters are attached hereto 
as Exllibit G. 

SECfiON 51.?,§ 

(a} Demographic Information 

(1) Total and voting age population of flle aft'eeted area before and after 
tbe change, by race and language group. 

Population data on the new election precincts is attached as EUibit H. The 
County understands, however, that as voting precincts do not themselves 
constitute election units,3 detailed population data on voting precincts may not be 

2 A copy of the decree was previousJy provided to the Depanmcnr as Exhibit I of the County's 
~learnnce submission forcommi5sioner and justice precincts. Submission No. 201 1-3609. 

The only official elected at the voting precinct level is the po1i1ica1 party voting precinct chair. That 
persf)n, however, is not eJected from the entire populnlion oflhe precinct as only the pmons voting in that 
party's primary in that precinct are eligible to participate. All other county offielals are elocted at the 
counl}' commissitmcror justice precinct level or at large. 
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as relevant as it would be in other contexts. If additional information is required, 
please contact us. 

(2) Tbe number or registered voten for the affe<rted area by 11oting 
precinet before and after the change, by race and lauguage group. 

Data on registration by race is not collected or available in Texas. although it is 
possible to detennine the approximate nwnber of persons who are registered 
voters who have Spanish surnames. This information for Waller County, 
maintained and reported by the Texas Secretary of State for existing election 
precincts~ is attached as Exhibit I. 

(3) Any estimates of population, by race and language group, made in 
connectioa with tbe adoption of the change. 

No census blocks were split in the proposed plan. Accordingly? it was not 
necessary to make any estimates in cormection with the adoption of the change. 

(b) Maps 

Maps are attached to this submission as exhlbits and are also provided on CD for 
your oonvenience and review. 

(I) The prior and new boundaries of the voting unit or units. 

The change does not affect the boundaries of voting units (I.e., conunissioner or 
justice precincts). Changes 1o those unit$ have been precleared, See Submission 
No. 2011-3609. 

(2) The prior and new boundaries of voting precincts. 

Maps depicting the cunent and the newly-adopted election precincts are attached 
hereto as Exhibits D and E, respectively. These maps reveal the character of the 
changes to those election precincts that have been modified. In addition. Exhibit 
F contains a brief description of the changes 10 the election precincts. 

(3) The location of l'l!lciaJ aud labguage minority groups. 

Maps showing the location of relative concentrations of Hispanic and African-­
American residents (total population) within the County are attached as Exhibit J. 

(4) Aay natural boundaries or geographical features that influenced the 
seJeetion or-boundaries of the prior or new uaib. 

All of the adjustments to the boundaries of the territories constituting the county 
election precincts are based on 20.10 Census geography as depicted on the latest 
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TIGER files available from the Census Bureau. The precise boundaries of the 
census blocks utilized to build the election precincts in many instances foJlow 
highways, county roads, city streets, and other geographic features, all as depicted 
in the 2010 TIGER files .and as further depicted in the attached map of the 
.proposed election precincts at Exhibit E. 

(5) The location of prior and new polliag places. 

The change does not affect polling places. The County will make changes to 
polling Jocations ns required for compliance with Texas Election Code chapter 43, 
and submit them for preclearance separately. 

(6) The location of prior and new voter registration sites. 

The change does not affect voter registration. 

Additional maps and demographic: information 

(<) Annexations 

Not applicable. 

(d) Election returns 

Election returns for the past ten (JO) yeats have already boen provided to your 
offtce under sepamte cover as Exhibit M to the request for preclearance of the 
County's newly-adopted commissioner and justice precincts (Submission 2011-
3609), which was prccleared by your office on November 7, 201 1. 

(e) Langu•ge usage 

Not epplicable. 

(f) Publicity and partlcipatioo 

Notice of consideration and proposed adoption of changes to the County's 
election precincts was posted as required by the Texas Open Meetings Act. 
Copies af applicable agendas4 are provided in Exhibit K. 

4 As .noted previou,Jy {see note 1, supra), the Commissionel'i Court ini!lally adopted eleelion precinct 
chsnges on December'&, 2011, but udopled a slightly modified plan on March 7, 2012, when the intcim 
congrt!Ssianal plan entered by the federal district court hearing the challenges to the TexllS Legislature's 
stale howe,lllate senate and congression11llines did ·not split the County, m had die Legislature's plan, and 
so penniUed Cl plan with one fewer eJection precincts. 
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The usual requirement lhat counties publish notice of xevised election precincts in 
a local newspaper or, if1here is none, by posting on the courthouse bulletin board, 
see Tex. Elec. Code §§ 42.035, 42.036, were suspended by order of the federal 
district eourt bearing !he Voting Rights Act challenges to the State of Texas' 
statewide redistrioting plans. See Ordor, E:dtibit A, I[ I. 

(l) Copies of newspaper artfeles discussing the proposed c.baage. 

There were no newspaper articles discussing the proposed changes to election 
(voting) precincts. 

(2) Copies of public notices that describe the proposed change and invite 
public comment or participation in bearings and statements regant.iog where 
sueh public notices appeared; (e.g., newspaper, radio, or televi.sioDt_posted iD 
.pubiH! buildings, sent to identified individuals or group&). 

Copies of the agendas and minutes of the Commissioners Court meetings at which 
the changes were discussed and/or adopted are attached as E:x.blbit K. 

(3) Minutes or accounn of public bearings concerning the proposed 
change. 

Minutes of the Commissioners Court meetings at which the proposed changes to 
the election precincts were discussed and/or adopted are attached as Exll.ibit K. 

(4) Statements, speeches, and other public commuaN:atiom concerning 
the propoaed ebaoge. 

There were- no statements. speeches, or ether public communications concerning 
the proposed changes. 

(5) Copies of comments from the generat poblie. 

No conunents were received from the general public. 

(6) ExeerptB from JegiJiative journab contaiai-.g discussion of a 
submitted enaetment, or other materials revealing its legislative purpose. 

Not applicable. 

(g) Availability of the Submiss'ion 

Attached es Exhibit L is. a copy of the public notice which will be posted at the 
Waller CoWtty Courthouse stating the availability of the preclearance submission 
for public inspection. A complete duplicate copy of the submission will be 
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available for public inspection during notmal business hours at the Waller County 
Courthouse, Hempstead, Texas. 

(b) Miaorily Group Cool~ttts 

Minority group contacts who may be familiar with the propnsed changes or who 
bave been active in the redistricting process are included in Exhibit M. 

It has been the purpose of this submission to provide available relevant 
infonnation that will be helpful to tha Department without unduly burdening tha record. 
Please let me know if there is any underlying data or other infonnation that the 
Department wouJd find helpful when reviewing this submission. 

cc: 

Thank you for your assistance and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BICKERSTAFF HEATH DELGADO ACOSTA LLP 
371 I S. MoPac Expressway 
Building One, Suite 300 
Austin, T<:xas 78746 
(512) 472-8021 
(512)320-5638 (FAX) 

ATTORNEYS FOR WALLER COUN1Y, TEXAS 

Hon. Glen Beckendorlf, Waller County Judge 
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Exhibits to Submission under Section 5 o(the Voting 
RightsActo[the WaDer County, T~ 

Redistricting o(Election Precincts 

A March 1, 2012 Order from Perez v. Texas 

B Order Adopting Proposed Plan 

c Order Adopting ExistinB Plan 

D Map ofC=t Boundaries (Benchmark) 

E Map of Proposed Boundaries (Draft Plan A Revised- Adopted March 7, 2012) 

- F · Brief Description of Election Precinct Changes 

G Prior Preclearance Letters 

H Demographics for Proposed Plan (Draft Plan A kvised- Adopted March 7, 2012) 

- 1 Spanish SUillliiiie Registered Voter Chart 

J Maps (Hispanic and African American Populalions) 

K Agendas and Minutes ofMcetings of Commissioners Cnurt 

- L Notice of Availability of Submission for kview (English and Spanish) 

M Minority Group Cootacts 
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Case 5:11-cv-00360-0LG-JES-XR Document 685 Flied 03/01112 Page 1 of 10 

SHANNON PEREZ, ET AL., 
Plmntlffi 

vs. 

STA1EOFTEXAS,ET AL., 
Dt;font/LJnts. 

MBXICAN AMERICAN 
LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS, (MALC) 

Plalniiff, 

vs. 

STA1E OF 1EXAS, ET AL. 
Defendanls. 

1EXAS LATINO REDISTRICTING 
TASKFORCE, ET AL. 

Plmntlffi, 

vs. 
RICK PERRY, 

Defendant. 

MARGARITA V. QUESADA. ET AL., 
PIDintlffi, 

vs. 
RICK PERRY, ET AL., 

Defondonts. 

FilED 
MAR 0 1 ZOIZ 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§,A::iviiActiaoNo.li-CV-3®-0LG·JES..XR 
§ {Lead Case J 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ Civil Action No. !1-CV·361 OLG-JBS.XR 
§ IConsolideted Case] 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ CivilActionNo.ll..CV-490-0LG..JES.XR 
§ ~~ctidetedCase] 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ Civil Action No. 11-CV-592-0LG..JES.XR 
§ [Consolidated Case} 
§ 
§ 
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§ 
§ 
§ 

JOHN T. MORRIS, § 
1'/IJmtgj; § 

§ 
vs. § Civil Action No. ll-CV·6!5-0LG-JI!S·XR 

§ {Coosolidatcd C...] 
STAll> OF TEXAS, ET AL., § 

§ 
Defondants. § 

§ 
§ 

EDDIE RODRIGUEZ, ET. AL, § 
P/ainlfffs, § 

§ Civi!ActionNo.ll-CV-635-0LG-JES..XR 
vs. § [CoosoUdatcd C...] 

§ 
RICK PERRY, ET. AL. § 

Defondmtts. "§ 
§ 
§ 

WENDYDAVIS,ETAL, § 
Plajntiffs § 

§ Civil Actioo No. 11-CV· 788-0LG-JES..XR 
vs. § [Lead C...] 

§ 
RICKPERR.Y,ET AL., § 

Defimdants. § 
§ 

ORDER 

The c...rt hos- nodislriciing p1ans for !he 2012 olectioos r.r the United s..., House 

ofRepleiontedws,lbe Tex,. H01100 ofRopmoolatiws and the Texas Slalolleoale. his -y 

to make cerllUn adjustmenb to !he olection o:hodnle and other provisioos of the Texas Elootioo 

Code for the 2012 dec!ioos. Aooonliorly,lbe tbBowing ,.lief is h=by fiiODted. 
2 



-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-
-

-
-

C&se 5:11-cv.00360-0LG-JES-XR Document 685 Filed 03101112 Page 3 of 10 

Raidaey 

h is ORDERED that for !be 2012 electio"' to the TOXDS H011Se of~ and 

Texas Senate. a person must be a cont:bmous resldcm of the district the penon seeb to Ieptest:Dt 

fi=Aprll 9,2012 until the dateoflho Gouo:o1 Elootion. 

It is lilrlher ORDERED that an iiiCO!ted pnocim:t, dislrlct or place dosigJmtion on an 

application fi>r a place on !be bollot shall not tondcr 1he applioatioo invalid if the deslgna1ion is 

com:ctod on or befOre March 9, 2012, Ill 6:011 p.m. lf a pmioDSly filed application indicalod a 

dlslriel; pnocim:t, or plaoo ~on spocijyiog a partkular - ;, whioh that designation 

appliod, or if !he appliclllioo did DOt spocijy a district, pnocim:t, or plloe deslsnatioo. and ooc is 

""''lh<d mr the office sought, the appHcation shall be IIOiectod if not ~ lD - such 

deaignatioo ptioc to 6:00 p.m., Man:h 9, 2!112. Any petition oubmitlod in lieu of filiog fi>r or 

olherw!ae required fi>r judicial office must COillain valid signatures of ~ """" or tbe 

tealtJny fmm wbich tbe office sought is elected iu the rnunber ""!•;,..! by the T.,.,. Election 

Code, and must be submitted to the approprilllc filiDg authority uo - thin 6:011 p.m., March 9, 

2012. Caodidom who filed during the prior filiDg period in lab! 2011 who >till wbh to seek the 

..... office ueed not ro-lil< their applinalions, """"""" "" infmmation - therein bu 

subseqUODtly b=....tered ............. 

NotwitluJbmdirJs tbe povisia.. of lhe futtgoiug paragraph or f111Y otber p<ovisloo of this 

Order, theclootionfi>rthe ol!iceofJ'ffi'inct c:hairwill beheld ooncummtlywith the lilly 31,2012 

ruoof!; with a plurality vote roqu;,..i fi>r olection. CandidaJos fi>r pocinct chair may file, alllOIII!, 

or withdraw their application for a place on the bldlot no .later than 6:00 p.m.~ June I, 2012 The 

counry chair sball be l'C$pOtiSIDle lbr po!ltiDg llO!ice of this filiDg deodlino on tbe oouoty party'• 
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Case 5:11-cv-00360-0LG-JES-XR Document 685 Filed 03101/12 Page 4 of 10 

wobsile and via electrooie mill! to any distribution Jist msi..,ined by the ..,_ pmty. An 

application lbr the office of prccin<:t chair may be ru.d, emeodo:J, or witbdmwn by the candidate 

using the ollioial fonnsprcscdbed by the Se<:RwyofStalo viafusimileoreloe1!'1>11kmail. The 

office of precinct chair shall mt be included lntbe official ballotdmwiog piescribed below, but the 

list of cmdidales j)r that office m"" be fiHwBnlcd by the..,_ chair, in the cm!er of filing, 10 the 

au1horlly mponsiblelbr prepariug tbe bello! in each county no la1er !bon 6:00 p.m., Juae 4, 2012. 

-~, BD application for a place on the ballot for the offite of precinct ehalr shaU not be 

iovalid ifru.d mole !bon 90 days bof'""the and of the filing period. 

Sd!edule for Reopaad l!IIIJig Perlodaad c...nJ Primary 

The C<>Urt be!eby adopt> and orde!e Ibis procodll!e with mpect to the 20 12 Primmy 

Election forr.deral, ....,., county and local offices. The ..apeoed filing period applies 10 all 

races for federal, state and county o.flicets. All those dates, deadlines or requi:mments not 

specifi<:ally adjusted by Ibis order remain as rcquhed umler state nrfedemllaw. Bec:ausethe 

time period fur the 20121'limmy Election lnnlodas shortened deodline~ atewof the d...nn.:s 

~yfall ona-.notwilbstandlng § l.D06oftheTcxasEiectionCodc. Unless 

atalod otherwise, § 1.006 of the T.,... Elo:ction Code is sup<:IIIOded for- oftbisO!dor. 

a. Suboe<:tions (c}(m) oftbis Court'sOrclerofNovcmber7,20!1 (lJkt. Nos. 57 and 

439) 8!e VI!CIIted. BaDot drawings aod delivery of caodidato lim as provided 1il< in 

that order ... not requiood wml after the close of lhefOOPOil<d fii'U!Il period .. ~ 

lbrth below. 

b. The first day to file ao applicetion Jbr a place on the l'limm)' Ballot durill!l the 

-""'filing, period asdasnribedin T..., Election Code § 172.023(b)shall be 
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M.,.h 2, 2012. Any applicalions and politiOtlS n•:ooved by oounty judgos, county 

chairs, or"""' chairs after Dectmher 19, 20!1 but before Msrch2, 2012 will be 

d=med submlttod as ofMSIOh 2, 2012, unless later withdrawn by tire candidate. 

c. An application for a place oa the s-raJ primii!J' el<dlon ballot duriag the~ 

filing period must be filed not later then 6:00 p.m. on MSIOh 9, 2012 as described in 

Texas Election Code § !72.02l(a). All amendments to ,..viously filed applicati""' 

with respect to office, precinct, place or acy other rnatcrW ddail must be compld<ocl 

bytbi> time. CIID!Ildates, and not filing -..rlty election stiff, may ameod their 

applications by replacing the whole page of such application tlret rcqui"" chacgcs. 

Each submittad pogo mustcontrnu1he oo1!1rizcd siguature of the caodidatc and the 

date k was signed. Politiccl patties thet make their nominatiOIIll by """""'ion and do 

oot hold a primary clectlon may&:ccpt spplicatiooslllllil 6:00p.m. Mareh9, 2012 . 

Applicatioos filed with the income! -..r1ty arc dctmcd to have been timely 

n:c:aivcd by the comet Bllthorby ifthc -..rlty- n:eclvcd the spplication was the 

r:on.ctllllthority at tire timo thc application was orij]lnllly liled. AP])Iicatioos fil<d 

with thc incomct authority sbell be foiWBrdcd to thc co....,llllthority_ delay. 

d. 'Tbe last day on which a wcancy for an unexpired te:m. in an oftice of the SIBk or 

county go........, may oa:ur...t l!ppOOl'nn thc primary bollot, as &scribed in 

Texas Election Code§ 202.004{a), is Mardi 5, 20!2. 

c. Tbe deadlinn fur the county chair (or ........,ofthc county ~vc commit1cc) to 

post a notice on tbC bulJetin boani tl!'ed fer posting notices of the comtnissioJ:DS 

court's meetings.. contamiag the addn:ss rd which the county ciWr and secreWy of 

s 
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the county executive-committee WiU be available to recdve applications on the last 

day for filing an application. as described in Texas Election Code § 172.022, .is March 

8, 2012. 

f. If a caudidalc withdraws, dies or is declamd ineligible byM""h 12,2012, lbe llllll>e 

is omiu.d ftomlho prlma!y ballot as described in Texas Election Code§§ 172.057 

and !72.058. 

g. The deadline for the state chair to deliver a cmitied Jist of statewide-and multi-oounty 

diotrict candldatos to eadi county cbair, as described in Texas Ekotion Code§ 

172.028(b), .. M&eh 12,2012. 

h. The deadline for a write-in C&ndidate for the office of county arpmcind chair to file a 

declaration ofwrite-iD, as described in T...., Election Code§ l7!.0231(d),isMan:h 

9, 2012. 

!. The deadline fur the """' or county cbair, as applicable, to JOCoive applicolions !or a 

place on lho ge-t pdmmy election ballot fur an uncxphed 1ctm fur a •"""""Y in an 

ofiiccoflbe"""' or county -thatOCCW>ooor hcfute ~I, 2012.as 

described in T"""' Eledion Code§ 202.004(1>). is Man:lt 9,2012. 

j. The dad!Dae for a ~ executive committee to condud. a dmwing for ci!Ddidale 

onler on the ballot at the county seat (lllllcos the =i..., prDl>idcs by resolu1i<n 

that the primary =inae is 1x> cooduct lho dntwins). as described in T""" Eloctioa 

Code f !72.082(c), is Merch 12, 2012. 

k. The deadlina by which the SIBle chair sb&ll dcfiVCT the chair's !lot to the Secretiuy of 

State, and each county chair sbaJI deliver a COPY of the choU's nat to the county clak, 

6 
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the...,. cbair,lllld the S.Cmwy ofStm as described in TOlW Electlan Code § 

ln.029(c), is Mtueh 12,2012. 

I. If changes in county clec:tion precinct boundaries are necessacy to give eifect to a 

redislrlding plan1lnllet Amcle m, Scctioo 28, of tbe Texos Comtitutioo, e..& 

commissioners court .sbaU order the changes on or before MD:n:h20. 2012, 

.nat.withstazldins Texas Election Code§ 42.032. The requimnems of Texas Election 

Code§§ 42.035 and 42.fl36..., SU!pCilded fur an order of a comm-scoart 

adopted to comply with this section of this Caurr.s Order. 

m. The fim day of the period fur a voter to submR an applioation for an early ballot by 

mail for the ·general prb:muy. or for both the g=cral primary acd tbe runoff electiou, 

ssdes:ribed in Taxss Elc:Diion Code§§ 84.001(d) and(e) and§ 14,007, sball be 

Mm-cb30,2012. uru...~y~edaspmnoturclytileduru!erearller­

of this Court by the early VOiing elmir, "!'Piicalions .-ived befu~e the date of this 

Order and deaominaled fer !he Ptimmy Election or fur beth the Primary and Primary 

RnnoffBiedions sball be deel!led to have been.-ived onMan:b30,2012. 

n. On or befureApril25,2012, the ~shall isstlea voter,.gistmlionaztilica1eto 

each Yater in the county whose registration wiD be effective as of !be date issued and 

whnse oame doa not appear on the suspense list. as dtscrlbed in Tass Election 

Code § 14.00!. 

o. The early VOiing clerk shan mail a-1 primary b&nots to voten suiject to the 

MOVEAe!I<qUiJem- ocorbefure Aprill4,2012. 

1 
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P. Because ofinsuflicicnt time between the mailing of voter registmion ce:rtificlles B! 

dcsoribed in r .... EleotionC<>de § 14.001 and the bcginoing~fearlyvating,the 

rcgislraris required to comply with Texas Election Code §14.023 regarding the 

issuance of a cocfinruttion notice iD accordance with Texas E'Jeetion Code§ 15.051 

oo or befo,.. July2, 2012. The doadline fur entering the VOler's !llllliC oo the.._,. 

list due to an undetiven!d renewal certificate: ptll's'Qalll to Texas Election Code 

§14.021 shall beluly3,2012. 

q. The 2012 0......1 Primary Eleoliou sball be hold ou May ;u, 2012. All"""'linos 

and dates specified as chanaed in 1bi3 Order. or in previously iasucd orders in this 

action, sbaU be observed as providut for in the Texas Election Code. 

r. The doodlinc furnmolfprimaty candidates to withdntw fiom lhonmoffballo~ as 

dcsoribed in Texas El<dioo Code § 172.059, is 9:00a.m., Jnno 11, 2012. 

s. The locol"""""' of tho amera1 primaey fur county and.pn:cinct offices by the county 

-vo-.asdeocribedinTewEiectionCodcf§ 172.116(b)and 

172.084(b1 shall occuroo orhcfure June 6, 2012. The pollticul partieun: ordcn:dto 

mW: any "'CISIIU)' modificati®s to lbeir Plmy Rules to give 1llia section dl"ccl. 

t. The desdtine for~ chairato submit canvassed rctun:ls for statcnvid~ and diatrict 

officas to tbcstmeporty ciWr as dcsoribed inTexasEioctionCode §§ 67.007(d)and 

172.119(b) is 12:00 noon. J ... 7, 2012. 

u. The dcadlincfurthe....,roo:cutive-tocooductlhe cenvasaof­

and district officas with pote.,t;ai nmo!fs, and «rlifY tbetc cendidateo to OOilQty 

c!Wrau<lescribed in r .... ElectionC<>de §§ l72:120and 172.121, isJ .... 9,2012. 

8 
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v. The ballot dtawina: COilduciM by county executive committ=s for all offices on 1:hc 

primarynmoifballot, asdcocrlbed in Texas Election Code §§ 172.084{b) and (<1 

slmll oceur no later llwl9:00 a.m. J wie 12, 2012. 

w. The first day of the period for a voter to submit an application for an early ballot by 

mail for theiWIJ)ffprit!l8l)', as descn'bed in Teus Election Code§§ 84.00l(d)and(o) 

and§ 84.007, shall be Jnnol, 2012 . 
. 

x. The early voting clerk. $hall mail runoff ballots on or befc:re JWlC' 16, 2012. 

y. Tll•20ll Goaerall'rinoaey RIIDaffE!edioD lhall be beld Oil July 31,2012. 

z. Se~elion 2.025~ Texas·EJection Code, Mluiring lhat a:nmoffelection be held no earlier 

1ban tho 20th nor later than tho 45th dey aftor the filla!ClllMSS oftha maia eloction, is 

waived for the ptUpOses of any muaicipal, school, or other poU&aJ subd.Msion 

c:lc<:tinn held on Mey 12, 20 12. The requirements of any home-rule city chm1et 

n:lating to nmoif olection dates are abo 5USponded to allow for llOIIIjl!ianco wilh this 

Order. 

aa. The last day on which minor party choUs may submit patitions and precinct 

CDilYOD!ion IJsts to tho Soc:muyofStatclllld to tbo a)>pl1>priate<Otlllly cleri: (or other 

county election ol'fioor)forp~on tho hallotis Juno29,2012. T .... Eioolion 

Code§§ 18J.OOS(a).18!.006(b)(3),182.D03,182.004. 

bb. The deadllllo for illdopendont comdidatos. including candidau:s for U.S. P<osidoot,"' 

tileapplioatioua and patitions isJuue29,2DI2. ~ 1\llols Eloalion Code§§ 142.006, 

192.032(c~ TheJlllMsionsofTOlWElec:tion Code§ 142.009aro Miwd 10 tho 

....., they are iacompa1lble wilh this onlor. 

9 
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1l'om!l'ole, it is ORDl!RED that the 2012 clcdioas for fedctol, - COUI!Iy, end local 

officers llhRII proceed " "'!uiml uru!er <late end fiodemllaw except as piVYided abo..,, The Slate 

ofTexas throut!i1 the Secrdary of State shell deliver aduplioa!c of this orderlo.U elcdion oflicials 

end eotmty chairs, to the .,.,.. po,.ible, wlthin th= days. The order shell elsa be flO*d by the 

- Seol<tmy of State 011 its weboite, end the oflioial cleotion oelaodar os posted oo 1l!e So:cmizy of 

S"""'' website shell be updatod to rdleotthe 1t1ms of this o~. 

SIGNED this let 

-

-

-

dayof Much 2012. 

0 GARCIA 
UNlTED STATES DISTRICT JUI>GI! 

Aod Oll bebslf of 

JERRY E. SMITII 
UNlTED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE 
U.S. COURT OF APPEALS,FIFTil C1RCUlT 

XAVIERRODR!GUEZ 
ONlTED STATES DISTRICT JUI>GI! 
WES1:El1N DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

10 
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EXHIBIT B Waller County, Texas Submission of Redistricting for Election Precincts 

EXHIBIT C TCEQ Federal Funding: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Grant Awards; 
Legislative Budget Board Fiscal Size-Up 2012-2013 Biennium, excerpt 
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ORDER NO. 2012-001 

THESTATEOFTEXAS § 
§ 

THECOUNTYOF WALLER § 

WALLER COUNTY ORDER APPROVING THE RECONFlGURAT!ON OF COUNTY 
ELECTION PRECINCTS; DlRECTlNG THE COUNTY'S REDISTR!CI'ING 
CONSULTANT TO SUBMIT THE ADOPTED ELECTION PRECINCTS PLAN FOR 
PRECLEARANCE UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE FEDERAL VOTING RJGIITS ACT; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DIRECTING THAT REQUIRED 
NOTICES BE GIVEN. 

WHEREAS, on August 31, 2011, Waller County (the "County'~ adopted reconfigured 
commissioner precincts in order to comply with the "one8 person, one¥vote" (equal population) 
principle established by the U.S. Constituti~ after population imballll1CCs were revealed by the 
2010 Census; and 

WHEREAS, on August 3 I, 2011, the Coonty adopted reconfigured justice precincts; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the Stele ofTexas adopted redistricting plans establishing 
new boundaries for districts for the Texas House of Representatives, the Texas Senate and the 
State Board of Education, and for the state's congressional districts; and 

WHEREAS, there are pending in federal district courts Voting Rights Act challenges to 
the Legislature's state house. state senate and congressional districting plans; and 

WHEREAS,. the federal district court hearing those challenges issued an order 
suspending the obligations of counties under Texas Election Code chapter 42 to make changes to 
existing election precincts until further notice of the courtt and 

WHEREAS, the federal district court hearing those challenges .bas siru:e proposed 
interim districting plans fur Slate house, state serurte and congressional districts pending 
resolution ofthe challenges to the Legislature's plans on the merits; and 

WHEREAS, the interim plan for oongressional districts proposed by the federal district 
court contains a congressional district which includes some but not all of Waller County; and 

- WHEREAS, Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code provides that county election 
precincts may not contain territory from more than one of each of the following types of 
territorial units: a commissioner precinct, a justice precinct, a state representative clistrict, a state 

- senatorial district, e State Board of Education district, a congressional district. or, for cities with 
a population 10,000 or more, city council~ except under certain ciroumstancesj and 

- WHEREAS, Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code provides that a county with • 
population of fewer than lOOrOOO, which includes the County,~ county election precinct must 



-
-

-

contain at least SO but not more than 50'00 registered voters; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Cctic provides that the effective dote for 
changes to county election precincts shall be the first day of the first even·numbered voting year 
following the voting year in which the change is ordered. except under certain circwnstancesi 
and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code provjdes that, after adoption of 
reconfigured election precincts. certain notices be given; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court ofWaHer CoWJty has determined that, because of 
districting changes, and growth and shifts in population and numbers of registered voters in the 
Countis election precincts, the County's election precincts require reconfiguration under 
Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code; and 

WHEREAS, the County engaged the law fiilll of Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta ILP 
to act as the County's redistricting consultant. including advising and assisting the County in the 
preparation and preclearance of a revised plan for elections precincts in compliance with 
applicable state and federal law; BJld 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court finds the attached election precincts plan to be in 
1he best interest of the County and its citizens, and believes the proposed election precincts to be 
in compliance 'Wi1h all state and federal requirements; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED BY THE 
COMMJSS!ONERS COURT OF WALLER COUNTY, TEXAS: 

A. Tho~ under the authority of Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code, the 
configurations and boundaries for the County's eJection precincts are hereby amended, and 1he 
election precincts plan depicted on the map attached hereto as Exhibit A defining new election 
precincts, as such new election precincts are further described in the tables attached hereto as 
Exhibit B reporting population and demographic data for such election precincts, is hereby 
adopted and designated to define the County's election precincts from and after the Effective 
Date; that Exhibits A and B are incmporated by reference in and made a part of this Order, and 
shall be kapt on file in the County Clerk's Office; and, further, that the CoWlty's redistricting 
consultant is hereby authorized and directed to submit the adopted plan for new election precinct 
configurations and boundaries to the United States Department of Justice for preclearance under 
the SectionS of the Votiog Rights Act. 

B. That this Order respecting reconfigured election precincts shall take and be given 
,.... effect upon the later of its preclearance under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act or J~nuazy 1, 

2012 ("'Effective Date"). and that thereafter the adopted election precincts sha1l be used in all 
eJections for Waller County officers and other elections administered by the Countyt subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 42 of the Texas Election Code or its successor staMe. as applicable, 
tmtil such time as a subsequent lawfully-enacted election precincts plan shall be adopted to 

-
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replace this plan in whole or part and has been precleared under Section 5 or its successor statute, 
as applicable. 

C. That the Cowtty Election Consultant is hereby directed to make and provide the 
notices concem.ing the adoption of the reconfigured election precincts required to be made or 
provided by the Commissioners Court under Chapter 42, sections 42.054 and 42.035(a) of the 
Texas Election Code. 

D. That the Connty Cleric is hereby directed to deliver 1o the Secretary of State a 
copy of the notice concerning election precinct changes required by Texas Election Code section 
42.035(a), as required by Texas Election Code section 42.03S(d). 

BE IT SO ORDERED. 

Adopted on this 7~ day of Mar<h, 2012. 

WALLER COUNTY, TEXAS 

Hon. Stan Ktizman. Commissioner) Precinct 4 
(ABSI!NT) 
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