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Denr Dr. Marty: 

Thank you for writing to convey the Children's Health Advisory Commirtee's concerns 
about the U.S.Environmental Protection Agency's efforts to protect children as part of rhc 
ongoing response to the Gulf Coast hurricanes. 

Beginning immediately afrer tho lwdfall of Hurricane Katrina, EPA and other federal 
agencies have worked closely with state and local authorities to test and assess environrne~dal 
quality in the impacted areas. EPA's I-Iurricane Response 2005 webpage contains the resulrs of 
our extensive sampling o f  floodwater, alr, and sediment, as well as area surface-water bodies. A 
summary of resulls through Nave~~lber2005 is provided in the Envrronmenlal A.ssessrnen/ 
Surnmaryfor Areus of Je$fir.s017, Orleans. SI Bernard, ahd Ploquemlnes Parishes Flooded or a 
Rcsulr oJHurricanp Kurrina, Thls docruncnt and additional results can bc found at 
ht~://www,cpu.g~v/l~utrihdtestref~lts/index.hlml. 

Currently, EPA is conducting sediment testing in the impacted areas and has begun soil 
tcsting at poren~ialtemporary housing sites identified by die Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. T h e  results of these tests are baing compared to applicable long.tenn bealrh criteria. In 
areas where sediment samples in Orleans,$1. Bernard, and Plaquemints parishes contained 
contaminant levels exceeding Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality a d  EPA criteria, 
further investigation is w~derwayro chtlracterize the nature and extent of the contamination. 
Should an arta be fonr~dto pose an unacceptable risk, EPA will workwith LDEQ and FEMA to 
ensure proper removal arid disposal in accordance with LDEQ remediation guidelines. 

EPA and other federal agencies are working closely with state and local authoriries to 
address the many isshes raised by the need for prompt, safe removal of rhe massive amount of 
h~ricanc-relateddebris. We have helped develop a debris management plan for each affected 
state that contains shategies for dealing with the many kinds of debris left in the huaicancs' 
wake. All of the plans emphasizethc importance of recycling m d  reuse for reducing the volume 
of debris and reclaiming salvageable material to the extent possible. Open burning has been 
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limited to vcgctative debris, and air quality throughou~ the Gulf Coast region is being closely 
monitored. 

The Agency and state drinking water programs have focused on assisting facilities to 
return to normal opaations. We joined state, federal, and non-governmental partners after the 
storms ro quickly provide support in assessing the stau~solfacilitics and identi&ing their 
immediate needs. By December 2005, close ro 95 percent of the utili.ties in Louisiaria and 
Mississippi affected by the storm were operating normally. EPA continues to support state 
drinking walcr programs and is cooperating w ~ t hFEMA and other federal agencies to msurc that 
local communities and utilities are assessing their long-term recovery needs and tval<ing 
applications for financial assistance to rep i r  damage. 

EPA i s  focusing specifically on cllildren in the Gulf Coast rcgion by highlighting the 
serious cnvironmcnrdl hazards thcy may be exposed to when they return home. Together wid1 
our federal and state panners which have addiiional areas of expertise, we have provided online 
guidance to caregivers about safe water and food; carbon monoxide; mold and asthma: cleanup; 
toys, debris, demolition and rebuilding; chminli~als;pests and pcst control; and air pollution. 
Please visit hltp://www.epa.gov/karrinu/f'aqs.Mm#13for nmrc infomation. 

Please know that as the recovery cfforts continue, EPA will rcmain commiaed to working 
with our federal, stare, local and community partners to address environmental risks that affect 
children. 




