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Colixmunity Development Corporation of Freedmen's Town 
Office: 3621 Hurley Street • Houston, Texas 77093 ~ 713-742-<i995 Fax 713-742-6997 

Email: Gcarpctdcpol@AOL.com 

April 20. 2010 

Alfredo Armendariz, Director 
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Region 6 - Environmental Protection Agency 
---~--¥ounbin-Pla.cc-l#r-Ioor,--Snitc-l-206--------~~~---------------

1445 Ross A venl.i~: 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

RE: Discrimination ofi-Iistorie Black Freedman's Town Neighborhood by City of 
Houston P<.U:k~ and Recreation Department 

Dear Mr. Armendariz: 

1 present this letter of complaint of discrimination against the City -ofHouston Parks and 
Recreation DePartment under its director Joe Turner, who constantly excludes the 
residents of histone Freedman's Town in any decision-making capacity regarding the 
redevelopment of parks (only two) in their community. 

· I) ra.rk-. at issue: San felipe Park and Wiley Park. 

. 
\~ l. San Felipe Park mysteriously closed more than seven yean; ago when our design plans 

~ 1 ' were disregarded and the neighboring Caucasian community of Montrose pre."{enl~:d its 
~~tJ" .. r.. . ~---:--~P'-!!lun~s:_:f.~o~rplir h~· Mr. Turner i:s C'.a11casian and rather tfuln address our plnn and 

\j) t implement it c cnccd olflhe :>aid park without any prior notice to us. Next thing our 
investigation disclosed Wll!'' tl1ot the land is toxic! Well, why weren' t the low income 
Black and Hispanic families infonncd of this long ago? Now we understand why our 
children who played and rolled in the grass there decade after decade illnes..~s may havG 
been attributed to the city's gross negligence in not remediating that .site. It is Fn1e<.lrmm'!' 
Town that helped the city of Houston obtain its initially brownsfield grant in 1995 but our 
community just cannot seem to get one cenl of those funds to remediatc San Felipe Park, 
receive a grant to produce our own de~ign, trdining of grassroot resident-. to work under 
our nonprofit as the contractor, to remediatc. Stimulate job training and placement for 
projects needing and con he done by our grassroot residents, Mr. Armcndari.,_ 
Wiley Park recently began renovation about a month ago in Freedman's Town but 
without our prior knowledge or input. We fountl out about the day the fence went up by 
lhe ~ntrnctor. Here ngain, Mr. Atmcndari7., Mr. Turner decides what is best for our 
minority neighborhood. Our youth have no where to play but in the streets where danger 
lies. Inclusion of our grassroot organizations would have guided Mr. Tumer to a better 
plan long ago to avoid both parkS being clm!ed ~i.multaneously. Oh, by the way, the site 
for housing Slack and Hispanic low incomt: working families as homeowners is that 
mentioned in the city's initial :application lor brownfields funding in 1995. But the city of 

. Houston lied to us and now ha.<> a park for dogs lhere--ye1:, the new Cuucasi<m 
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. homeowners have an cntin:: block for theirp~ls whi1e our children must play in the 
·street:>..! · 

The city ofHousto~'s brownsficld department focuses on projt:CI.s ofthe affluent" rather 
than grassroot citizens while jobs aro basically political appojntments rather than 
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_::::::... __ .....:..:..:..:..:_.:....· J.u.. nl.l..<cluditlg::OUI':{.'O;t!lSr.oot-r:esidents.;-l~pcar.s-that-w~tax-ed-bul--v..1thout""i'e-prescnl:a~n'-. --------
. Local government in Houston is grossly mismanaged and discriminatory not to mention 

corrupt. It cmicems us that your office has permitted such injustices to exist tor so long. 

In closing; Mr:·Annendari::r..,:we ask your immediate invcSti~atiqn ariel meeting wifu ·us 
here in historic Freedman •s Town this. month on the corrective action p.la.n you have to 
hotter monitor nnd penalizt: ilie city of Houston fo1· injusliCC$ against Freedman's Town 
and its .grss..<;root residents; jobs and job training and remediation projects here. Time i~ of 
the esst:ncc and we 'look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Cc: 1 ,isa Jackson, Administr&tor, 'EPA 
Steven Chu, Secretary, Dcpm1ment ofEnergy 
Mark. R. Vickery, Executive Diredor, TCEQ, Austin, Texas. 
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