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October 24, 2012

Director of the Office of Civil Rights
U.S. Envitonmental Protection Agency
Mail code 1201A

I kive in Newburgh, NY and ride the Newburgh — Beacon fesry service every day for the past
2 years. The fetzy is subsidized by public funds and is part of the MTA, New York
Waterways “private contract”, public utility secvice.

We recendy acquired s new captain who along with a deck hand/employee ate excessively
littering cigarettes, Styzofoam cups, cigarette packs, and other debuis into the Hudson River
Estuary. I confronted the captain 3 months ago and began taking pictuzes (Jaly, 2012), Since
I have been threatened by the captian “you better watch out when you try to get back on this
ferty”, harnssed each day with even more fiivolous displays of dumping in the river, aloag

with rude comments. IhmommmdNYme!mdthqwon'tmpmdahhmghthq :

eay they are.

On October 11, 2012. At 5:45 am the captain and employee entered the fetry and vold
everyone “we are not moving uvatil (T) leave the ferry (1) am not allowed to be on the ferry”.
I called the locs] police and stated that this is illegal etc. ..end a fellow ridet who went outside
and spake to the captain came back in and stazted sceeaming at me to exit the feiry, stating
he was a0 NYPD officer, Showed no badge, and quickly flashed what loaked like o drivers
license. I became scared aod stood up, the passenger “shouldered” me out of the ferry wheze
all three surzounded me aud I was saying that this is illegal and you can not do this and the
passenger “NYPD officer” pushed me very hatd off the ferzy on to the dock, and they
pulled the boat away simultaneously. The local police arrived after the fetey left and refused
to do anything. I undezstand many people called NY Waterways in concem of my treatment.
Many others have witnessed all of this behavior over the last 3 months.

I have contacted NY watexrways and MTA with no response, except a womsan oamed
Bermnice with NY Waterways (180053feszy, push option 2, and ask for Bernice Ramos) who

has known about all of this since the beginning and says she is taking care of the matter, but .

neves responds. Bernice told my partner who called that I was allowed to tide the ferry the
day aftes this “semoval” occutred. They said there is an investigation and that 2 man would
coatact me, but no one has. They won't provide a written document that I am allowed to
zide the ferry- which I requested.

The local police will not let me press charges?? After talkiag with the DA’s office in Goshen,
NY- he advised to go back to the police chief which I have done- I do have an appointment
with an offices tonight however at 7:00pm and I am trying press chacges of harsssment on
all 3 people as past of this case.
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My xights to “whistle blow" on illegal behavior in regards to 2 federlly regulated waterway
along with the blatant discrimination and illegal deaial of access to a public utility are of
majos concems. Also the neglect of earities like NY Wacerways and MTA to address the
situation before it escalated intothis is of major concemn. I walk hame everyday and fear that
these men will take this forther.

Yous help in standing up for what is xight and ensuring these eatities are aware of their bad
hmmpmmde&any&dymmdmdnwdnd

‘Sirwu.ely,
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TO:

Director of the Office of Civil Rights
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Mail code 1201A
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460
Fax 202.565.0196

202.501.1836

From:

RE: URGENT MATTER, LEGAL ACTIONS PENDING
Sent 10/24/2012
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