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Road to Renewable Energy Development at Contaminated Road to Renewable Energy Development at Contaminated 
Lands and Mining SiteLands and Mining Site

• EPA encourage the use contaminated properties for 
siting renewable energy projects.

• Taken a multi-prong approach under this initiative:
- Pilot Sites/Project Engagement – Steve 
- Conducting Outreach Activities – Steve Hoffman
- Renewable Energy Mapping on Mine Sites - Penny
- Tools/Guidance Development 



Reuse of Contaminated PropertiesReuse of Contaminated Properties



Superfund Tools to Encourage Superfund Tools to Encourage 
ReuseReuse

• Comfort letters provide information about the site and can clarify liability 
issues for prospective purchasers and site owners.

• An Ready for Reuse Determination is an environmental status report written 
in clear language that is designed to provide important information about a 
site so it can be used without compromising protection for people and the 
environment. See 
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/programs/recycle/pdf/rfrguidance.pdf

• A site reuse profile, which is used in some regions, highlights a site's 
background, environmental history, and reuse status. 

• At NPL sites, EPA may carve out portions of sites – Partial Deletions to 
allow certain land uses.

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/programs/recycle/pdf/rfrguidance.pdf


Comfort/Status LettersComfort/Status Letters

• Status of the site
• Future anticipated actions at the site
• Available liability protections
• Reasonable steps that a purchaser should take 

to stop and prevent releases at sites where EPA 
has this information

• Status of EPA liens



Ready for Reuse (RfR) DeterminationsReady for Reuse (RfR) Determinations

• Affirms that conditions at a site are protective of human 
health and the environment for specific types of uses



Site Reuse Fact SheetsSite Reuse Fact Sheets

• Detailed fact sheets for some sites are available.

• May include data on economic impacts and environmental and 
social benefits resulting from the reuse of Superfund sites.



Partial DeletionsPartial Deletions

• Many NPL sites include portions that have been cleaned up 
and may be available for productive use

• These portions may be partially deleted from the NPL if:
– EPA determines no further cleanup work is required and 

the state concurs; and
– Necessary institutional controls are in place

• Any person may submit a petition requesting a partial 
deletion

• A partial deletion can help to increase the site’s 
marketability



Innocent Landowner and Prospective Innocent Landowner and Prospective 
Purchaser Superfund DefensesPurchaser Superfund Defenses

• The Small Business Liability Relief and Revitalization Act of 2002 (the 
Brownfields Amendments) clarifies CERCLA liability provisions for certain 
landowners and potential property owners. 

• The Brownfields Amendments provide liability protections for certain 
property owners, if the property owners comply with specific provisions 
outlined in the statute, including conducting all appropriate inquiries into 
present and past uses of the property and the potential presence of 
environmental contamination on the property. 

• EPA to promulgated regulations that establish federal standards and 
practices for conducting all appropriate inquiries. The all appropriate 
inquiries standards and practices are relevant to: 

– the innocent landowner defense to CERCLA liability (§101 (35)); 
– the contiguous property exemption to CERCLA liability (§107 (q)); 
– the bona fide prospective purchaser exemption to CERCLA liability (§107 (r)(1) 

and (§101 (40)); and 
– the brownfields site characterization and assessment grant programs (§104 

(k)(2))

For more information see www.epa.gov/brownfields 



Brownfield ToolsBrownfield Tools
• The Mine-Scarred Lands (MSL) Initiative is an effort to 

improve coordination and collaboration among federal 
agencies on the cleanup and redevelopment of both 
hard rock and coal mine-scarred lands.

• Published the Mine scarred Lands Initiative Tool Kit.  
Assists developers on reuse of mine sites.  
Seehttp://www.epa.gov/aml/revital/msl/pdfs/toolkit.pdf.  
Includes review of how federal environmental statutes 
may affect redevelopment.

• Six pilot projects were conducted.  See 
http://www.epa.gov/aml/revital/msl/demos.htm 



What Else Do We NeedWhat Else Do We Need

• EPA has developed tools to facilitate reuse/revitalization 
of contaminated properties.

• These tools have led to the reuse of many sites for 
multiple land uses.

What other tools can we develop to help facilitate the siting
of renewable energy projects at contaminated lands and 
mining sites?



For More InformationFor More Information

Contact:

Stephen Hoffman, OSWER
Hoffman.stephen@epa.gov

Penelope McDaniel, OSWER
mcdaniel.penelope@epa.gov
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