
2/29/08

City of Seattle Ordinance 122311 requires the equivalent of 30%

of a parcel in the commercial zones to be vegetated by using the

Seattle Green Factor. The Green Factor encourages maximizing

the “vegetation potential” of the rights-of-way through planting of

layers of vegetation and larger trees in areas visible to the

public.  There are additional bonuses for rainwater harvesting

and/or low water use plantings.  Use of larger trees, tree

preservation, green roofs, green walls and water features are

encouraged by this requirement.

The Seattle Green Factor is a menu of landscaping strategies that is required for all

new development in neighborhood business districts with more than four dwelling

units, more than 4,000 square feet of commercial uses, or more than 20 new parking

spaces.  It is intended to increase the amount and quality of urban landscaping in

dense urban areas while allowing increased flexibility for developers and designers

to efficiently use their properties.
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enter sq ft

You need at 

least 0.300

Parcel size* 4,000 SCORE -        

Types of Area** Square Feet Factor Total

A Vegetation planted with a soil depth of less than 24" 

enter sq ft

1 Lawn or grass pavers or ground covers 0 0.2             -                

enter sq ft

2 Plants and shrubs 3' and higher at maturity 0 0.3             -                

B Vegetation planted with a soil depth of more than 24" 

enter sq ft

1 Lawn, grass pavers or other plants less than 3' tall at maturity 0 0.7             -                

enter number of plants

2 Shrubs taller than 3' at maturity - calculated 0 0 0.3             -                

at 16 sq ft per plant (typically planted no closer than 18" on center)

enter number of plants

3 Tree canopy for "small trees" in SDOT's Street Tree Planting Schedule 0 0 0.3             -                

  or equivalent canopy spread of 15' - calculated at 50 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

4 Tree canopy for "small/medium trees"  in Street Tree Planting Schedule 0 0 0.4             -                

  or equivalent canopy spread of 20' - calculated at 100 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

5 Tree canopy for "medium/large trees" in Street Tree Planting Schedule 0 0 0.4             -                

or equivalent canopy spread of 25' - calculated at 150 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

6 Tree canopy for "large trees" in in Street Tree Planting Schedule  0 0 0.5             -                

or equivalent canopy spread of 30'  - calculated at 200 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

7 Tree canopy for preservation of "exceptional trees" or trees with 0 0 0.6             -                

trunk diameter exceeding 24" at four and one half feet above the ground.

calculated at 250 sq ft per tree

enter sq ft

8 Permeable paving that drains only itself.  It must be at grade and open to 0 0.6             -                

the public - calculated per square foot

enter sq ft

C Green roofs - 4" minimum soil depth 0 0.7             -                

enter sq ft

D Vegetated walls 0 0.7             -                

enter sq ft

E Water features (fountains) or rain gardens (where allowed by SPU)  0 0.7             -                

sub-total of sq ft = 0

Bonuses

from Bonus Calculator

F Landscaping using drought tolerant plants, high efficiency drip irrigation, 0 0.1             -                

or where at least 50% of annual irrigation needs are met from non-potable sources 

from Bonus Calculator

G Landscaping visible to passers-by from adjacent 0 0.1             -                

public right of way or public open spaces

green factor sq ft = -                     

* You may not count public rights of way in parcel size calculation.

** To calculate your green factor score, you may count the landscape elements that are in public rights of way if they are 

contiguous with the parcel.
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enter sq ft

You need at 

least 0.300

Parcel size* 4,000 SCORE -        

Types of Area** Square Feet Factor Total

A Vegetation planted with a soil depth of less than 24" 

enter sq ft

1 Lawn or grass pavers or ground covers 0 0.2             -                

enter sq ft

2 Plants and shrubs 3' and higher at maturity 0 0.3             -                

B Vegetation planted with a soil depth of more than 24" 

enter sq ft

1 Lawn, grass pavers or other plants less than 3' tall at maturity 0 0.7             -                

enter number of plants

2 Shrubs taller than 3' at maturity - calculated 0 0 0.3             -                

at 16 sq ft per plant (typically planted no closer than 18" on center)

enter number of plants

3 Tree canopy for "small trees" in SDOT's Street Tree Planting Schedule 0 0 0.3             -                

  or equivalent canopy spread of 15' - calculated at 50 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

4 Tree canopy for "small/medium trees"  in Street Tree Planting Schedule 0 0 0.4             -                

  or equivalent canopy spread of 20' - calculated at 100 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

5 Tree canopy for "medium/large trees" in Street Tree Planting Schedule 0 0 0.4             -                

or equivalent canopy spread of 25' - calculated at 150 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

6 Tree canopy for "large trees" in in Street Tree Planting Schedule  0 0 0.5             -                

or equivalent canopy spread of 30'  - calculated at 200 sq ft per tree

enter number of plants

7 Tree canopy for preservation of "exceptional trees" or trees with 0 0 0.6             -                

trunk diameter exceeding 24" at four and one half feet above the ground.

calculated at 250 sq ft per tree

enter sq ft

8 Permeable paving that drains only itself.  It must be at grade and open to 0 0.6             -                

the public - calculated per square foot

enter sq ft

C Green roofs - 4" minimum soil depth 0 0.7             -                

enter sq ft

D Vegetated walls 0 0.7             -                

enter sq ft

E Water features (fountains) or rain gardens (where allowed by SPU)  0 0.7             -                

sub-total of sq ft = 0

Bonuses

from Bonus Calculator

F Landscaping using drought tolerant plants, high efficiency drip irrigation, 0 0.1             -                

or where at least 50% of annual irrigation needs are met from non-potable sources 

from Bonus Calculator

G Landscaping visible to passers-by from adjacent 0 0.1             -                

public right of way or public open spaces

green factor sq ft = -                     

* You may not count public rights of way in parcel size calculation.

** To calculate your green factor score, you may count the landscape elements that are in public rights of way if they are 

contiguous with the parcel.

Bonus Worksheet and Calculator

SECTION "F" and SECTION "G"

SECTION "F" SQ FT TOTAL

F.1. Rainwater Harvesting System

a. Irrigated Area (SF) enter SF of landscaping 900

will require… 7,435 gal/yr

Roof and Tank sizing

b. Roof area that will be harvestedSF) 1,000

c. Storage Tank Capacity (Gallons) 1,000

will provide… 3,783 gal/yr

Must get at least 50% to get credit 51%

d. Rainwater harvesting credit in SF  (this number is 900
automatically calculated if you get over 50%)

F.2. Drought-Tolerant Plants(SF) 500

F.3. High-Efficiency Drip Irrigation(SF) 750

F.4 Total SF that counts towards Bonus - Section "F" 2,150

SECTION "G"

G. Lanscaping Visible to Passers-by from Adjacent 7,500

Public Right-of-Way of Public Access

Notes:

1) You may enter any combination of Irrigated Area, Roof Collection Area, and Storage Capacity

in the shaded blue cells of Section F.1.  Your System Credit Area will be calculated automatically.

2) If you know your system parameters - Roof Collection Area and Storage Capacity - you can

adjust the Irrigated Area until your score reaches 50%.  That Irrigated Area is the quantity you

can include in Bonus Section F of the "Seattle Green Factor" form.

3) If you know the maximum Irrigated Area for which you could potentially receive credit, you can

adjust the Roof Collection Area and/or Storage Capacity to determine what combination is

necessary to qualify for the credit on that maximum area.

4) Areas identified for Roof-Top Irrigation System, Drought-Tolerant Plant, High-Efficiency Drip

Irrigation Credits must be separate areas of the parcel.  Any area may only be counted once.





Seattle Green Factor

•Maximizes vegetation potential of
right-of-ways and visible vegetation

•Rewards layering of plant material

•Rewards tree preservation

•Rewards larger canopy cover street
trees

•Rewards low water use

•Rewards landscapes visible to public
in right-of-ways

•Provides flexibility for developer to
meet the code


