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Making  a Visible Difference in 
Communities  

 
Overview 
Video – Omega Wilson, President, West End  Revitalization 

Association 
Environmental Justice Interagency Working Group (EJ IWG) 
Environmental Justice Small Grants 
Collaborative Problem Solving Cooperative Agreements 
Brownfields 
ReGenesis Inc. 



Environmental Justice Interagency 
Workingroup    

Created in 1994 under EO 12898 
U.S. EPA Administrator serves as the Chairperson and 

convener of the IWG  
17 Federal Agencies and White House Offices 
2014 Collaborative Activities 
Region 2 IWG  – Initial Meeting October 2014 
Region 4 IWG  –  North Birmingham, AL and Turkey 

Creek/North Gulfport, MS 
Region 6 IWG  – Technical Assistance to Communities through 

the Gulf Coast Community Collaborative  
 September 2014 Public Meeting for Tribes and Indigenous 

Communities in Bismarck, North Dakota 
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Presentation Notes
Currently focusing on place-based activities



Environmental Justice Small Grants 

EJ Small Grant Program  
 
Since its inception in 1994, the Environmental 
Justice Small Grants Program has awarded more 
than $25 million in funding to over 1500 
community-based organizations, and local and 
tribal organizations working with communities 
facing environmental justice issues. 



Environmental Justice Small Grants 

 
 
 

Environmental Health Watch  
 

Cleveland, OH  
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Environmental Health Watch, Cleveland, OH 

This project seeks to decrease health disparities, increase food access, improve water quality, and implement storm water management solutions in Cuyahoga County. Environmental Health Watch will implement an eight week hands-on summer program for youth ages 11 to14 helping participants to understand the importance of water quality and learn storm water management solutions in an urban farm setting. The training program will concentrate on urban organic gardening basics including vermiculture, composting, and data collection. Trainees will also learn to facilitate community meetings and meet with local leaders and policy makers to advocate for food justice and equity on behalf of themselves and their community. 




Environmental Justice Small Grants 

 
 
 

JASTECH Development 
Services, Inc. 

 
Philadelphia, PA 
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JASTECH – Philadelphia, PA
This project will develop a community-based campaign and community advisory board to address the presence of toxic substances in local waterways in the Overbrook community in Philadelphia. The organization plans to minimize residents’ exposure to poor water quality through a series of outreach initiatives and community cleanup efforts. Through a series of workshops, residents will learn to properly dispose of household chemicals and other toxic substances, recycling techniques and how to effectively engage community leaders in an effort to participate in policy and decision making processes. 




EJ Collaborative Problem Solving 
Cooperative Agreements 

 
 

• Provides funding for projects that address local environmental and public health 
issues within an affected community 
 

• Designed to help communities understand and address exposure to multiple 
environmental harms and risks. 
 

• Recipients use the EPA’s Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem Solving 
Model to address issues in a collaborative manner with various stakeholders 
such as communities, industry, academic institutions and others. 
 



EJ Collaborative Problem Solving 
Cooperative Agreements 

 

 
 
 
 

Montachusett Opportunity 
Council 

 
Fitchburg, MA   
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EJ CPS Project:  Montachusett Opportunity Council (Fitchburg, MA) 
Through its “Clearwater Revival” project, the Montachusett Opportunity Council (MOC) seeks to address the negative impacts of stormwater runoff from the polluted Nashua River in Fitchburg, Massachusetts. By helping to reduce the river’s bacterial, viral, and parasitic load that threatens the health and vitality of Fitchburg’s low-income residents, MOC and its partners will raise community awareness about storm water runoff and water pollution prevention.
 




 
EJ Collaborative Problem Solving 

Cooperative Agreements 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tolani Lake Enterprise  
Navajo Nation 
 Northeast, AZ 
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EJ CPS Project: Tolani Lake Enterprise (Navajo Nation, Northeast AZ) 
In an effort to address increasing chronic drought and climate change, Tolani Lake Enterprise and its partners will seek to strengthen community capacity among members of the Navajo Nation to understand and address poor water quality and to create an action plan to seek and develop alternative clean water sources.  The project will target 20 communities along the Little Colorado River Watershed that are negatively impacted by uranium contamination of surface, ground, and drinking waters.




EPA Brownfields Program    
 

 EPA’s Brownfields Program empower states, communities, and other 
stakeholders to work together to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and 
sustainably reuse brownfields 
 Revitalizing brownfields sites creates benefits throughout the 

community 
 Brownfields Grants and Funding 
 Area-Wide Planning Pilot Program 
 Assessment Grants 
 Revolving Loan Fund Grants 
 Cleanup Grants 
 Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants 
Multipurpose Pilot Grants 
 Training, Research, and Technical Assistance Grants 
 Targeted Brownfields Assessments  
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EPA's Brownfields Program provides direct funding for brownfields assessment, cleanup, revolving loans, and environmental job training. 

To facilitate the leveraging of public resources, EPA's Brownfields Program collaborates with other EPA programs, other federal partners, and state agencies to identify and make available resources that can be used for brownfields activities. 

In addition to direct brownfields funding, EPA also provides technical information on brownfields financing matters.

Area-Wide Planning Pilot Program -The grant funding and direct assistance (through Agency contract support) will result in an area-wide plan which will inform the assessment, cleanup and reuse of brownfields properties and promote area-wide revitalization. �
Assessment Grants-Assessment grants provide funding for a grant recipient to inventory, characterize, assess, and conduct planning and community involvement related to brownfield sites.�
Revolving Loan Fund Grants-The purpose of Revolving Loan Fund Grants is to enable States, political subdivisions, and Indian tribes to make low interest loans to carryout cleanup activities at brownfields properties.�
Cleanup Grants-Cleanup grants provide funding for a grant recipient to carry out cleanup activities at brownfield sites.�
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants-Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants are designed to provide funding to eligible entities, including nonprofit organizations, to recruit, train, and place predominantly low-income and minority, unemployed and under-employed residents of solid and hazardous waste-impacted communities with the skills needed to secure full-time, sustainable employment in the environmental field and in the assessment and cleanup work taking place in their communities.�
Multi-Purpose Pilot Grants-The EPA is piloting a new grant program that will provide a single grant to an eligible entity for both assessment and cleanup work at a specific brownfield site owned by the applicant.�
Training, Research, and Technical Assistance Grants-Training, Research, and Technical Assistance Grants provide funding to eligible organizations to provide training, research, and technical assistance to facilitate brownfields revitalization.�
Targeted Brownfields Assessments-The Targeted Brownfields Assessment (TBA) program is designed to help states, tribes, and municipalities–especially those without EPA Brownfields Assessment Pilots/Grants–minimize the uncertainties of contamination often associated with brownfields.�



Making a Visible Difference in Communities…. 
ReGenesis Inc.    
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Over the next decade, the Partnership worked with local residents to identify quality of life priorities for redevelopment and attracted millions of dollars for revitalization. Beginning with funding from the Environmental Protection Agency for site cleanup and redevelopment planning, the partnership has leveraged over $250 million dollars for neighborhood reinvestment. Achievements include:

the development of over 500 new affordable/workforce housing units of housing,
the establishment of the ReGenesis Community Health Center (which has grown to include five facilities and serves migrant health as well as school and behavioral health initiatives),
the launch of the C. C. Woodson Community Center, a green recreational facility that received an award from the National Planning Council for Innovative Financing, and
the creation of job opportunities for neighborhood residents in construction and at the nearby chemical manufacturing plant.




Environmental Justice in Action Blog 
 

 
 
 

• Environmental Justice in Action 
is a resource for educating and 
communicating about actions 
and ideas that advance the 
mission of environmental 
justice.  To date the EJ in Action 
Blog has had over 125,000 
views.  

http://blog.epa.gov/ej/
http://blog.epa.gov/ej/
http://blog.epa.gov/ej/
http://blog.epa.gov/ej/
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