
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

ENCLOSURE 1: Consultation and Coordination Plan 

Background Information 

On June 26th, EPA issued a federal register notice for public comment regarding “EPA Activities 
to Promote Environmental Justice in the Permit Application Process.”  The proposal contains 
“Proposed Regional Actions to Promote Public Participation in the Permitting Process” and 
“Draft Best Practices for Permit Applicants Seeking EPA-Issued Permits: Ways to Engage the 
Communities at the Fence-Line.” The federal register notice is open for viewing and submitting 
comments on Regulations.gov (Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2012-0452) until August 27th. 

The “Proposed Regional Actions to Promote Public Participation in the Permitting Process” 
addresses activities that EPA, as the permitting authority, can undertake to make it easier for 
communities to engage meaningfully and effectively in the permitting process. It presents 
agency-wide guidelines that will inform the development of regional implementation plans to 
provide opportunities for overburdened communities to participate meaningfully in the 
permitting process for priority permits.   

The “Draft Best Practices for Permit Applicants Seeking EPA-Issued Permits: Ways to Engage 
the Communities at the Fence-Line” presents best practices designed to encourage and assist 
permit applicants to reach out to neighboring communities when applying for permits that may 
affect the community’s quality of life, including their health and environment. 

Input EPA is Seeking 

EPA invites tribes to share their ideas for ensuring the meaningful involvement of overburdened 
communities in the permitting process. EPA welcomes all comments on the federal register 
notice. Some specific questions that may be helpful as you consider the draft include:  

	 Has EPA identified the appropriate agency-wide guidelines to inform the development of 
regional implementation plans?  What other guidelines should EPA consider that provide 
both agency-wide consistency and regional flexibility in promoting the meaningful 
engagement of all overburdened communities, including tribal communities, and tribal 
governments in the permitting process? 

	 What criteria should regional offices use to prioritize permits for enhanced outreach? 

	 For priority permits, has EPA identified the appropriate activities that regional offices can 
take to promote the greater involvement of all overburdened communities, including 
tribal communities, and tribal governments in the permitting process?  What other 
activities should EPA consider? 

	 What different or additional activities could permit applicants employ in the permitting 
process to meaningfully involve overburdened tribal communities and tribal 
governments? 

	 Based on experiences you have had in the permitting process, what lessons have you 
learned that can be applied to improve the agency-wide guidelines, the regional 
implementation plans, or the best practices for permit applicants? 
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