
DATE: 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

OFFICE OF PREVENTION, 
PESTICIDES, AND TOXIC SUBSTANCES 

May 17,2006 

ACTION MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: lnert Reassessment -- Mesityl Oxide (CAS Reg. No. 141 -79-7) 

FROM: Pauline Wagner, Chief 
lnert Ingredient Assessment Branch 
Registration Division (75056) 

TO: Lois A. Rossi, Director 
Registration Division (7505C) 

1. FQPA REASSESSMENT ACTION 

Action: Reassessment of one inert exemption from the requirement of a tolerance. The 
reassessment decision is to maintain the inert ingredient tolerance exemption "as-is." 

Chemical: Mesityl Oxide 

CFR: 40 CFR part 180.920 

CAS Registry Number and Name: CAS Reg. No. 141-79-7; CAS Name: 3-Penten-2- 
one, 4-methyl- (8CI,9CI) 

Use Summary: Mesityl oxide is a volatile, flammable unsaturated ketone that is used 
as a solvent and cosolvent in a variety of pesticide products including those for 
agricultural, garden, and health service use. It is used as a solvent for synthetic fibers 
and rubbers, oils, gums, resins, carburetor cleaners, lacquers, varnishes, inks and 
stains, as well as a synthetic food flavoring. In addition, the chemical has been found in 
gasoline exhaust. It is also used as a chemical intermediate in the production of methyl 
isobutyl ketone (MIBK). Mesityl oxide has been reported to occur naturally in foods and 
has been detected in fruits, spices, vegetables, cocoa, coffee, and tea. 


























