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Why are web services important? 
1. All EnviroAtlas data layers are available as web services. This 

means that users can display EnviroAtlas maps in other online 
or desktop applications without having to download the data.

2. Users can bring known web services into the EnviroAtlas 
Interactive Map to display them with EnviroAtlas data layers.

3. Using web services, EnviroAtlas can display relevant maps from 
other data sources in its Interactive Map. This lets us bring in 
useful information such as EPA Impaired Waters data and

In this quick web services guide, we'll show you how to do items 1 
and 2 above. 



 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

1. How to use EnviroAtlas
web services in other
online applications

EnviroAtlas web services can be 
accessed from the Interactive Map 

1. Click on the
three dots to the 
right of a layer 
name in the 
Layer List .
2. Select Access
Web Service.
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EnviroAtlas web services are organized 
into multiple folders based on the data 
type and when they were created. 

You can navigate back to the full map service 
to get grouped layers. It will show (Map 
Server) at the end. 
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In this example, we'll start at the 
MapServer level. Select how you want
to view the map service. 

Currently, EnviroAtlas web services work 
best in ArcGIS.com and desktop GIS.  

https://ArcGIS.com
https://ArcGIS.com


We will go through an example using
ArcGIS.com. 

When you first 
open the map 
service in 
ArcGIS.com, none 
of the layers are 
turned on. 

To turn on the layers, 
you need to open the 

map Details. 

https://ArcGIS.com


 
Once the map 
Details tab is 
open, click on 

Show 
Contents of 

Map. 



Click on the name 
of the MapServer 
to expand the 
Table of Contents. 

As you can see, no 
layers are 
currently turned 
on. 



 

Select a layer 
to view. 

Make sure to 
check all the levels 
of the table of 
contents that lead 
to your layer.  
Otherwise, the 
layer cannot 
display. 

Click the layer 
name to view the 
legend. 



Select the 
"Add" button 
to view 
additional data 
with your 
current map. 

As an example, 
lets add 
another map 
service to this 
map. 

To do this, 
select Add 
Layer from 
Web. 



  

 

 

 

 

For this example, we will use 
map services provided by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

To add the Riparian layer to
the EnviroAtlas map of Acres 
of land enrolled in CRP, Copy
the entire url address of the 
MapServer. 



 
 

 
 

Paste the url for 
the Riparian 
MapServer into 
the "Add Layer
from Web" box.

Click Add Layer. 



Once the layer 
has been added 
to the map, it will 
show up in the 
map table of 
contents. 

To view the 
legend, click 
Show Map 
Legend. 



The legend 
shows all the 
layers that are 
turned on from 
the various 
map servers. 



 

 

For a desktop GIS, you would use a process 
similar to the one just shown.  

A complete list of the EnviroAtlas Web 
Services can be found at the following url: 

http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services 

http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services


 

Next we'll show how EnviroAtlas users 
can bring in external web services and 
use their own data in the EnviroAtlas 
Interactive Map. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

First, open the EnviroAtlas Interactive Map: https://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/ 
interactivemap/ 

The Add Data function 
allows users to easily 
bring outside data into 
the EnviroAtlas mapping 
application. 

Users can search for and 
add available web 
services, input a known 
URL, or add their own 
local data. 

Note: Data added to the 
Interactive Map are available 
only for that map session and 
are not saved in EnviroAtlas. 

https://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/interactivemap/


 
 
  

  
 

 

  

  
 

 
 

 
   

  

   
 

 

    
  

To search for data and 
add data to the map: 

1. Click the Search link
2. Click the arrow next to
EPA GeoPlatform and
select from the drop-down
menu which platform you
want to search

a. EPA Geoplatform -Content
provided by EPA
b. Federal GeoPlatform -
Content from the Federal
Government
c. ArcGIS online - Largest,
most content options



 

 

  
 

 
  

   
 

 

3. Type in your search
term and hit enter or the
spyglass (search) to
explore available layers

4. Click ADD next to the
layer you want to add to
the map

Note: It is up to the user to validate 
the credibility of data sources 
brought in from outside EnviroAtlas 



 

    

  

In this example, 
the added 
AirNow dataset 
can be seen on 
the map. 

If you no longer 
need a map, use 
the Remove 
option. 

Adding web services from a URL (like the previous ArcGIS online example) and 
uploading your own local data are also available from the Add Data tab. 
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