AMBIENT SURFACE WATER QUALITY
STANDARDS DOCUMENTATION

CHEI'ICAL: 2-Hexanone (Methylbutylketone, MBK) )

CAS MND,{s): 591-78-6 VALUE (S) ADDED 8-08-83
BASIS (Human/Aquatic): Human FACT SHEET RevIseD _{—€—&S~
MATER CLASSIFICATION: AA; AA-s; A; A-s  VALUR(SY REMOVED =
STANDARD: 50 ug/! Note E

REI:ARKS :

sy : 12

2-Hexanone, also known as methyl buty! ketone (MBK), is an
easymmetric ketone used as an industrial solvent. Avallable
toxicity Information on MBK has been reviewed.!=5 MBK has been
implicated 25 2 neurotoxin In workers exposed to relatively high
eirborne concentrations and has been shown to produce symptoms of
nerve damage and pathological changes In cats treated by
subcutaneous Injection twice daily for up to 8.5 months.! Male

rats administered MBK (660 mg/kg) by gavage 5 days & week for 90
days showed clinical and histologlic evidence of neuropathy.6
However, Insufficlient data exist upon which to calculate 2
cuideline based on chronic toxlcity or aesthetic
characteristics. The compound has not been adequately tested to
determine oncogenic potential.

STAMDARD DERIVATION
Inadequate data base for this chemical precludes the use of any
derivation outlined In Section 701.3 through 701.7. Therefore,
the general guideline of 50 ug/! Is recommended as a standard.
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