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Background

1 Martin Pena Channel is
located within the San Juan
Bay watershed which is one

of the 28 EPA National
Estuary Programs.

o Itis a 3.75 miles long tidal
channel connecting San Juan
Bay and San José Lagoon in
San Juan, Puerto Rico.

o1 The channel was a major
waterway, and was used for
commerce and the transport
of goods up to the 1920’s.




Martin Pena Channel




Northeast to the area / LMM International

Airport receives 9.2 million travelers per year




San Juan Bay is located to the west of the
area. 1.2 million tourists through 700
== annual cruise ships




Degradation of Martin Pena Channel
—

1 As a result of the great depression,
many islanders moved to San Juan in
the 1930s searching for a better
quality of life.

71 During this period of mass migration,
squatters began colonizing the
wetlands associated with Martin
Peiia Channel with no planning or

government intervention.

. 1898 — Martin Pena Bridge, facing north
1 Using refuse and other debris, the

squatters filled the channel in order

to gain land to establish their homes.
Non-residents also used the area as

a dumpsite.
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01 In the early 1980’s an *
extensive urban renewal
initiative resulted in ihe"
relocation of residents to
public housing and the
dredging of the western half

of Marim Pena Char ew

%ﬁ K 24243

I
Jpielel g

Tbéchann is used for.

g.-n underutlllzed'a_’g'&jL,
. ~transit system between OId
: Sdnﬂ.‘lu 1 an the financial

. fi}sl'rlﬂ' =y s!
-

Rl i




1 ‘L}.—l.‘_._" " - -l = -'-'r_ '..#r.. -.“'l.l'

[ p ™ .y l"l x f . i 5 il -1 ! L 'l" ]
L!l—tj‘i"ht F :.lh ' .r’..' :_11 e y :: -
es wn “s o o™ bt a - e . "

t - -._ - -

o ;W.a'i? S - ?-
= — - ‘_.' 3 - -
Pri A R gy i

Thé"eqstern ortion of Martin Pena*hasy duice .

.__‘ -I-I-r-_r.__.‘. - 'ff:-_t - 3
32;31&‘ t'and a depth of a ‘fe '{v_f 1ches at some sections. *
Wadvantgged co mmunlhes SuUrt o:u‘ﬁd -I\{/'\:'a tin 'Pefia Cha
i "" L —— R

Fw-i"'

re'si entsf'"eachfd hinth grade. i am f 5

5 =) P—-
S
II,.-i"'_| Ir65% o&hpgée#lds ||~Ve1under the poverty leveluw = W },
"" Er
Y. I } /o,u%mployment m*ﬁi Il 1..- i .

N
1%399% of households report 1-20 occurre"ﬁ"t%s of floo ‘lin,\g W|th|m -3

d-one yearf"‘erlod o 1
. < « Sy 7 - - —— u
"' P
-h $ -l*- --: . - *_'

. =R s =






Challenges
—

1 The blockage of Martin Pefia Channel is a
severe disruption to the natural water flow within
the San Juan Bay Estuary ecosystem.

1 En estimated 3,000 structures discharge raw
sewage into the channel through direct pipes or
through the combined storm sewer system.

1 High coliform bacteria levels, PCB’s, mercury,
lead and other contaminants have been
detected in the area.

1 Frequent flooding exposes residents of the area
to the contaminated waters and sediments.
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Martin Peia Dredging & Redevelopment Plan

According to
Proyecto
ENLACE’s plan.
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