FACT SHEET

FINA L AR TOXGCS RULE FOR POLYETHYLENE TEREPHTHALATE POLYMER AND
STYRENE- BASED THERMOPLASTI C POLYMERS PRODUCTI ON

TODAY' S ACTI ON. .

Under authority of the Cean Air Act Anendnents of 1990

t he
Envi ronnmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing a
regulation to reduce em ssions of air toxics fromthe
manuf act ure of pol yet hyl ene terephthal ate pol yners and
certain styrene-based thernopl asti cs.
These polynmers are used to produce such products as
pol yester fibers, soft drink bottles, autonotive plastic
parts, appliance parts, packing materials, and plasti
t oys.

EPA worked in partnership with major stakehol ders

i ncl udi ng
i ndustry representatives, in developing the final rule.

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH AND ENVI RONMENTAL BENEFI TS?

EPA's final rule wll reduce em ssions of a nunber of air
toxics, including styrene, butadiene, and nethanol. Air

t oxi cs are those pollutants that are known or suspected of
causi ng cancer or other serious health effects.

EPA's final rule will reduce em ssions of air toxics from
exi sting sources by approxi mately 3,880 tons annually,
representing a 20 percent reduction fromcurrent |evels.
Many facilities subject to EPA's final rule have al ready
installed stringent air pollution controls.

BACKGROUND

Under the Clean Air Act Amendnents of 1990, EPA is required
to regulate em ssions of 189 listed toxic air pollutants.
O July 16, 1992, EPA published a |ist of source categories

that emt one or nore of these air toxics. For listed
categories of "major" sources (those that emt 10 tons/year
or nore of a listed pollutant or 25 tons/year or nore of a
conbination of pollutants), the dean Air Act requires EPA
to devel op standards that require the application of
stringent air pollution controls, known as maxi mum

achi evabl e control technol ogy (MACT).



EPA' s published |ist of industry groups (known as "source
categories") to be regul ated includes ngjor sources that
nmanuf acture pol yet hyl ene terephthal ate polyners and certain
styrene- based t hernopl asti cs.



WHO MUST COMPLY W TH THE REGULATI ON?

There are about 66 facilities nationwide that manufacture
pol yethylene terephthalate polynmers and certai n

styrene-based thernoplastics that will be affected by the

final

rule.

EPA' s regul ati on covers seven of the twenty-seven pol yners
and resins source categories that may be regulated unde r
t he
air toxics provision of the Cean Air Act.

Today' s act ion al so adds anot her polyners and resins source
category (nitrile resins) to the list of source categories
regul ated under the Clean Air Act's air toxics program
Nitrile resin manufacturing facilities wll be subject to
this final regulation

VWHAT ARE THE MAI N COVPONENTS OF EPA' S FI NAL RULE?

EPA's final rule wll set alimt for the follow ng
emssions points at affected sources or facilities: storage
vessel s, process vents (continuous and batch), equi pnent

| eaks, and wastewater operations. For sone existing and new
sources or facilities, emssion limts will also be set for
process contact cooling towers.

The nonitoring, recordkeeping and reporting requirenent S
are
outlined in the final rule.

HOW MUCH W LL THE RULE COST?

The estimated capital costs for EPA's final rule will be
about $11 mllion for existing sources or facilities and
about $6.5 million for new sources or facilities.

The estimated annual costs will be about $3.7 mllion for
exi sting sources or facilities. Because of cost-saving
pol | ution prevention neasures required for new sources or
facilities, EPA estimates that the final rule will result
annual cost savings of about $5 million for new facilities.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON. . .



About two weeks after signature the rule should b e
available on the TTN. Anyone wth a conputer and a nodem
will be able to download the rule fromthe Cean Air Act
Amendnents bulletin board (under "Recently Signed Rules" )
on EPA's Techn ol ogy Transfer Network (TTN) by calling (919)
541-5742. For further information about how to access the
bulletin board, call (919) 541-5384. For furthe r
informati on about the rule, contact Robert Rosensteel o f
EPA's Ofice of Air Quality

Pl anni ng and Standards at (919) 541-5608.



