STORMWATER PHASE II
When the Clean Water Act’s Phase II stormwater regulations required small and medium-sized communities to implement a stormwater management
program, 14 towns in the Casco Bay watershed had daunting challenges to meet. Suburban development and related construction of roads, parking lots,
and rooftops had increased runoff and stressed Casco Bay’s water quality, aquatic habitat, and biological diversity.
But a collective management plan, championed by the Casco Bay Estuary Partnership (CBEP), proved so effective that participating municipalities quickly
came to fund it themselves. Along the way, it also became a foundation for other work by CBEP and its partners, as well as a regional and national model for collaborative approaches to the problems of urban watersheds.
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