STORMWATER RUNOFF ON A WATERSHED SCALE
Stormwater runoff threatens our water bodies in many ways, transporting sediments, excess nutrients, bacteria and other pathogens, debris, and automotive and household hazardous wastes into the estuarine system. Because stormwater runoff contributes to increased volume and velocity, it is also a
major cause of stream bank erosion.
The Mobile Bay area receives an average of over 66 inches of rain annually. In Baldwin County, Alabama, stormwater impacts, like flooding, sedimentation,
increased pollution, habitat destruction, and decreased aesthetics and property values, have intensified due to rapid residential and commercial development. Local governments
there are facing increased regulatory pressure as well as greater demands on already limited public works budgets.
Seeking a collaborative solution to an environmental challenge that does not follow geopolitical lines, the MBNEP brought Baldwin County and its municipalities together to establish a mechanism for managing stormwater runoff on a regional, or watershed, scale. In Alabama, one of only two states that constitutionally prohibit “home rule,” this process
required broad, statewide legislative approval.
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