REDUCING NUTRIENT ENRICHMENT
Sarasota Bay spans two counties (Sarasota and Manatee) and is located on the southwest coast of Florida. The area—geologically formed by a chain of
barrier islands separating the Bay from the Gulf of Mexico—includes nine municipalities and townships. At less than 150 square miles, the urbanized
watersheds are considered relatively small.
Formerly dominated by sawgrass, marsh, and ponds, the watersheds were drained from 1920 through the 1940s for agricultural purposes and the drainage
systems were later expanded for stormwater conveyance and waste disposal. By 1990, nitrogen pollution was estimated at 480 percent above pristine and seagrass had declined
by 39 percent. By 1998, as macro and blue-green algal blooms persisted, particularly during the summer months, the Bay was listed as impaired for elevated nutrients caused
primarily by ineffective wastewater treatment plants, septic tanks, and stormwater from the drainage network. It was discovered that wastewater treatment plants were operating
at secondary levels or below (with limited nitrogen removal) and septic tanks were located in inappropriate areas, leading into adjacent waterways.
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