TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD
The Hillsborough River, a highly urbanized waterway located within the City of Tampa, is a significant tributary to Tampa Bay. Bacterial contamination (fecal
coliform) from human impacts such as sanitary sewer overflows, malfunctioning septic systems, the homeless population, pet waste, and agricultural drainage has impaired the river and threatened coastal swimming, fishing, and shellfish harvesting. As required by Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, the
Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP) and its many partners are working to improve the water quality on the lower Hillsborough River by developing an implementation plan to address state and Federal Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) requirements. TMDLs are measures that specify the maximum amount of pollutant a waterbody
can receive and still meet water quality standards.
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CLEAN WATER ACT – TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL)
The goal of the Clean Water Act (CWA) is to restore and maintain the chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of our nation’s waters. Under Section 303(d) of the
CWA, states, territories, and authorized tribes are required to develop lists of waterbody segments impaired by a pollutant and needing a Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL).
A TMDL specifies the maximum amount of a pollutant a waterbody can receive and
still meet water quality standards. A TMDL is made up of the sum of all point source
loads (“wasteload allocation”) and load associated with non-point sources (“load allocation”). National Estuary Programs develop strategies to help attain or maintain
water quality standards through mechanisms such as TMDLs.
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The NEP: Implementing the Clean Water Act in ways that are Effective, Efficient, Adaptive, and Collaborative.
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