NITROGEN MANAGEMENT CONSORTIUM
Recovery of seagrasses in Tampa Bay to levels observed in 1950 is a long-term goal adopted by the Tampa Bay Estuary Program partners. Nitrogen controls
from wastewater treatment plants, stormwater treatment, fertilizer manufacturers, and power plants participating in the Tampa Bay Nitrogen Management
Consortium resulted in a 60 percent TN load reduction compared to the mid-1970s. As a result, water quality targets are being met and bay-wide seagrass
coverage in 2006 was the highest recorded since 1950.
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Sources of Nitrogen in Tampa Bay

NITROGEN REDUCTION PROJECT:
Tampa Electric Company’s TECO Big Bend facility on the southeastern shore of Tampa Bay is one of the largest
coal-burning power plants in Florida. Through agreements with the EPA and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, TECO is installing air pollution control systems (“scrubbers”) at four generating units at Big
Bend to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions. The first of these scrubbers was installed in 2007, with an annual
estimated NOx reduction of 3,142 tons per year, or 79.8 percent of the existing emissions. That translates into
a projected 13.5% decrease in nitrogen deposition to Tampa Bay from just this unit in three years.
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The NEP: Implementing the Clean Water Act in ways that are Effective, Efficient, Adaptive, and Collaborative.
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