BACTERIAL MONITORING AND WATER QUALITY STANDARDS
Tillamook Bay—Oregon’s third largest estuary—supports a thriving commercial and recreational shellfishing industry. Unfortunately, bacteria concentrations found in all five of the Bay’s major tributaries routinely violate state and Federal water quality standards, threatening human health and causing
commercial harvest area closures.
As is often the case in estuaries across the country, Tillamook Estuaries Partnership (TEP) knew bacteria came from a combination of point and non-point sources including agricultural runoff, failing septic systems, overloaded municipal treatment plants, and urban stormwater. The tricky part was identifying exactly where these sources were delivering
the largest loads and quantifying how much bacteria was threatening the Bay’s health.
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