CONTAMINANT REDUCTION
Toxics contamination is considered one of the most serious and challenging problems facing the New York-New Jersey Harbor Estuary Program.
Contaminants such as mercury, PCBs, dioxins, and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons made their way into the estuary years ago, accumulating and settling
in estuarine sediments.
Despite some progress made to clean past contamination and reduce or prevent more deposits, contaminants still enter the estuary via a variety of sources
such as erosion of historically contaminated sediments, combined sewer overflows, atmospheric deposition, and tributary runoff. Scientists are still studying the full range of
contaminant effects to the ecosystem; however, sediment toxicity and impaired benthic community structure are apparent and persistent problems.
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