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A.BACKGROUND: ABOUT THE PLLS SYSTEM

The Public Land Survey System (PLSS) is a way of subdividing and describing land in the United States. All
lands in the public domain are subject to subdivision by this rectangular system of surveys, which is
regulated by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM). It isin common
use for describing lands and location of features in rural areas in many parts of the country.

The PLSS system works via a grid system, as follows:
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Section 14 shows both normal division of
the section into aliquot parts and the
fractional division into government lots.

More information about the Public Land Survey System is available here:
http://www.nationalatlas.gov/articles/boundaries/a_plss.html

A.1 SAMPLE FACILITY

Facility Linkage Application record:

110039958203

AUBURNDALE
WWTP

NWQ SEQ
SEC 23
T25N R4E

AUBURNDALE
TN

WOOD

Wi

AUBURNDALE,

WIUS iCmz

A more verbose description of this is “North-West Quarter of the South East Quarter of Section 23, Township 25
North, Range 4 East” — Township numbering runs north and south from the baseline, and Range numbering runs



http://www.nationalatlas.gov/articles/boundaries/a_plss.html
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east and west from the meridian. Section numbering is shown in the diagram above. This is a standardized and
consistent scheme used throughout.

In the diagram below, Township 25N, Range 4E, Section 23 is shown highlighted in the center, with further quarter
and 16" subdivisions shown. In this case, they are further subdividing the facility location to the northwest quarter
of the southeast quarter (highlighted in darker green)

T25N R4E Sec 15 T25N R4E Sec 14 T25N R4E Sec 13
T25N R4E Sec 22 NW NE T25N R4E Sec 24
SW NW : NE
SE | SE
SW | SE
SE | SE
T25N R4E Sec 27 T25N R4E Sec 26 T25N R4E Sec 25

This description can be researched at websites like Earth Point:

http://www.earthpoint.us/TownshipsSearchByDescription.aspx

This site can provide coordinates for the centroid of the Section, along with its bounding coordinates”


http://www.earthpoint.us/TownshipsSearchByDescription.aspx
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L C' | [Y www.earthpoint.us/TownshipsSearchByDescription,asp: e m =
Earth POint Tools for Google Earth Sign In / Buy Subscription  Contact =
Earth Point Township and Range - Seach By Description.
Hame & user account is not needed for the features on this web page.
Sign In /

Enter Township and Range. Optionally enter Section. Google Earth flys you there using
BLM data. Hint: pause for a moment after choosing each of the criteria.  This allows the
data to be loaded into the drop-down boxes.

state
Principal Meridian| (any) v
Township
Renge
Section 023 w

Fly To On Google Earth

Township - BLM database

Free, User account iz not needed,

If vou want to see the surrounding townships, then once you have
clicked the "Fly To" button, corme back and click the BLM or Mational
Atlaé "\dfiew on Google Earth” button, Free, User account is not
needed.

Section - BLM database n

Township T25M R4E Section S23 T2EN R4E
Meridian  Fourth Meridian  Fourth

State Wiscaonsin State Wisconsin
Source USFS Source USFS

Calculated Yalues

Acres 21,985

Centroid  44.6414130, -90.0221990

Corners NW44,6851186, -90.0795334
MNE 44.6849018, -89.9640453
SE 44.5983119, -89.9645633
SW44,5972118, -90.0798333

Calculated Yalues
637

AcCres

Centroid 58 0406, 9040

Corners MNW44,6411619, -90.0050434
ME 44.6413919, -89,9840134
SE 44.6269919, -89.9848034
SW44,6266818, -90.0051534

This section has 0
quarter/quarters plotted.

For illustration only. User to verify all
information. wuww . earthpoint. us

Quarters

For illustration only. User to verify all
information. www.earthpoint,us

Those coordinates can then be entered into other mapping tools to see the area of interest, in this case, the
centroid coordinates were entered into Bing Maps, and the user can visually confirm proximity to Auburndale, WI
and confirm county as Wood County, Wl — and as in many cases, the road grid also follows the PLSS sections and

outlines Section 23:
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In this case, the sewage lagoon is readily visible in the Bing Maps aerial photo, located exactly as described in the
northwest quadrant of the southeast quarter-section.

This technique can be used for large surface features such as quarries or other types of facilities that would be
readily identifiable via aerial photograph.



