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Check List for EC/IC Long Term Assessment 

For  

University of Maryland, College Park, MD 

RCRA ID #:  MDD 980 829 873 

 

March 26, 2014 Facility Visit  
 

I. Background: 

 

  EPA determined the Final Remedy for University of Maryland (UM) in 2007 as part of the EPA 

Corrective Action part of the MDE RCRA Permit (CA part signed 1/12/2007). The remedy is two part:  One 

part addresses the four former landfills, unlined, uncontrolled and last used in the 1960’s; the other part 

addresses groundwater contamination at a fire training facility located on one of the former landfills.  

 

The LFs have land and groundwater (gw) use restrictions in an easement recorded in Prince George’s 

County Land Records in 2007. The easement document (institutional control) includes surveyed LF boundaries 

and coordinates. EPA’s digital map shown on LCD’s UM website uses the surveyor’s coordinates, along with a 

pop-up containing the land and gw use restrictions. The second part of the remedy addresses gw contamination 

found at the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute (MFRI), located on a portion of one of the former LFs. The 

remedy is long term monitoring for gasoline components and naphthalene. Monitoring is once every four years, 

except for 2013-2014, where groundwater was monitored twice to confirm higher than expected contaminant 

levels. The wells were redeveloped and then resampled. The resampled levels confirm a continued downward 

trend in contaminant levels. GW will be sampled again in 2018. UM reports LF conditions annually and gw 

every four years. 

 

 The 2007 Permit requires UM to notify EPA of proposed land use changes on the LFs. Changes that 

may disturb the cap (asphalt and concrete) or other land use changes need written permission from EPA. Three 

of the LFs (Paint Branch LFs) are paved and flush with the existing topography and two LF had commercial or 

UM sheds and garage type buildings on them in 2007. The Paint Branch LFs were used for disposal of fly ash 

from UM’s former coal burning steam plant, refuse, garbage and other debris generated by UM. The LFs were 

closed prior to regulations.        

 

Paint Branch Land Fill 1A (PBLF-1A) is included in UM’s East Campus development plans. UM began 

moving buildings and operations off of PBLF 1A to prepare the area for development. Most of the buildings 

were gone by the March 26, 2014 site visit, with the asphalt/concrete cap remaining. The Permit allows for 

routine maintenance/utility work on the LFs, provided worker protection is maintained. For any LF 

development/construction, UM must notify EPA early in the planning process. EPA will review draft 

construction plans and will consent to construction provided that UM demonstrates that potential worker and 

public contaminant exposure is identified and controlled. In previous LF development planning efforts, UM has 

included EPA in the planning stages. The planned construction didn’t occur at that time. 

 

II. Current Issues:   
 

In January 2014, UM wrote EPA about a hotel and conference center proposal for the East Campus, planned for 

an area adjacent to the PBLF-1A boundaries. In a March 26, 2014 letter, EPA responded to UM expressing 

EPA’s concerns about the potential for encountering LF waste during excavation/construction even though the 

development is next to the mapped LF boundary and not on it. The mapped PBLF boundaries are approximate, 

and a 2004 LF Report map shows that wastes may underlie a portion of the area considered for development. 

This area is not part of the easement. EPA’s letter told UM to inform the developer(s) about the potential for 
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encountering LF waste and plan for:  (1) worker and public protection and safety; and (2) contaminated soil 

and/or gw removal. EPA’s UM contact (Mr. Scott Lupin) will follow-up with EPA as the plans develop. 

 

III. EC/IC Assessment Checklist: 

 

 This Checklist includes the results of EPA’s in-office review of EPA’s UM records and website in preparation 

for the UM Site visit on March 26, 2014. 

 

 A.  In-office Review: 

 

1.  EC/IC documents and location/boundary maps:  Documents reviewed included: (1) IC prohibitions and 

reporting requirements in the 2007 Permit, (2) UM 2007 Easement recorded in Prince George’s County Land 

Records, which includes LF surveyed boundaries and LF use restrictions on land and gw, (3) Required Reports 

(in Permit) submitted to EPA annually on LF cap conditions (asphalt/concrete), land use and any proposed 

changes, and gw MNA reports documenting progress towards meeting EPA’s clean-up goals, due every 4 years.   

 

EPA’s website for UM had broken links to the digitized LF boundary maps and ICs. The links were 

repaired. UM is meeting their reporting requirements.   

 

2.  Local and State contact:  UM is a public research university and is largely self-governing, making up most of 

the College Park, MD community. I will e-mail the Prince George’s County Land Records office to check that 

the easement remains as recorded in 2007. 

 

 3.  Facility Contact:  The UM visit was scheduled for March 26, 2014 with EPA’s Corrective Action contact at 

UM, Mr. Scott Lupin, Assoc. Dir., Dept. of Environmental Safety (DES). I sent Mr. Lupin the checklist ahead, 

which allowed him to plan relevant personnel and records for the meeting. The UM Director of Development 

was at the meeting so we could discuss the proposed East Campus development. 

 

B.  Facility visit: 
 

1.  UM in-office review:  (a) compare EC/IC maps for accuracy/consistency; (b) discuss any EC/IC and/or 

remediation units regarding updates or info. not conveyed in reports to EPA and any plans for land use, 

construction or sale of restricted use land; (b) discuss how restricted areas and  restrictions are communicated to 

staff, contractors, upper management, local planners/gov’t. as applicable; (c) discuss any issues identified under 

A., above; (d) discuss any recommendations with UM, if they arise. 

 

EPA’s maps were identical to UM’s maps. EPA’s website for UM is at: 

www.epa.gov/reg3wcmd/ca/mdwebpages/mdd980829873. UM just hired a GIS specialist to digitize map layers 

for the Facility Master Plan. UM will create an easement layer showing LF boundaries and restrictions.  

Communication between the UM Depts. occurs regularly, and the same people comprise upper management for 

over seven years. All campus projects go through a formal multi-dept. review process. Big projects go through a 

more extensive planning and review process, and then UM applies for State Permits. The Fire Marshall is part 

of the DES and keeps DES involved in campus safety. UM set up a website for the public, local planners and 

developers for the East Campus area. The website includes due diligence environmental reports regarding the 

East Campus LFs (Paint Branch LFs) and includes maps that show the LF boundaries. The website is:  

www.eastcampus.umd.edu.  

 

UM was approached by a developer to build a conference center/hotel with some retail units on a 3.5-acre area 

next to the PBLF-1A. UM greenhouses have occupied the space since the 1950’s. The greenhouses were moved 

off site recently. For conference center/hotel construction, the plans are to build the nine story building on a 

http://www.epa.gov/reg3wcmd/ca/mdwebpages/mdd980829873
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concrete pad, not requiring much subsurface excavation. UM hopes to break ground this year. UM informed 

EPA of these developments in January 2014 and EPA expressed its concerns in a March 26, 2014 letter as 

discussed on Page 2. 

UM and EPA will continue to interact as more details emerge.   

 

2.  View EC/IC and on-going remediation areas including photo documentation. Note activities on and around 

EC/IC/remedy areas. Note any remedy difficulties, like equipment malfunctions, timely responses and 

notifications to EPA. 

 

EPA and UM personnel visited the three PBLFs, including the MFRI (on PBLF-3A) and the Metzerott Road 

LF. The LFs appear the same as in 2007, except PBLF-1A has no building structures. All USTs on Campus 

were removed, including the ones on PBLF-1A. UM is a large generator TSD with a MDE Permit. UM 

constructed a new $1M TSD Facility on-Campus. 

The Metzerott Road LF (MRLF) overlooks the UM golf course in a wooded area away from main campus. This 

LF consists mostly of Campus soil/fill that was dumped over time, creating a giant mound and leveled off at the 

top. No significant contamination was found in the LF. The LF is used as a storage/staging area for roll-offs, 

construction and road maintenance materials staged on bare soil. The LF is secured by a chain link fence with a 

card activated gate. MRLF is also part of the use restriction easement. 

 

 C.  Document the Review in Memo/Report to Files:  Document what was reviewed, including photos, findings 

and recommendations. Once approved by management, send Report to Facility and upload to EPA Facility 

website and update RCRA Info with applicable code(s). 

 

D.  Conclusion of Assessment:  EPA’s conclusion is that UM is successfully implementing the Remedy, abiding 

by the Permit and easement requirements for IC and EC for the LFs.  

 

Attachments: 

 

Pages 4- 7: UM Campus and Landfill boundaries. 

 

Page 8: Fig 2 shows PBLF-1A, and the approximate landfill waste locations. The area with 

Bldgs.001-005 is the proposed 3.5-acre Conference Center and Hotel location. 

 

Page 9-10: Four photographs taken during the March 26, 2014 site visit. 

 

Page 11-12: Easement (text, w/o signatures, coord., and maps). 

 

Page 13-16: 2007 Memo from UM to Staff:  Implementation of LF prohibitions from CA Permit. 
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