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EPA Administrator, Gina McCarthyEPA Administrator, Gina McCarthy 

“…At the core of EPA’s mission is theAt the core of EPA’s mission is the 
i it fi it funwavering pursuit ofunwavering pursuit of 

environmental justiceenvironmental justice——striving forstriving for 
clean air, water, and healthy landclean air, water, and healthy land, , y, , y 
for every American. It’s ensuringfor every American. It’s ensuring 

access to theaccess to the 
ddecisionecision making processmaking processddecisionecision--making process,making process, 

providing new opportunities,providing new opportunities, 
and revitalizing our often forgottenand revitalizing our often forgotten 

placesplaces.” 
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        EPA Theme #1 of 7EPA  Theme #1 of 7EPA Theme #1 of 7EPA Theme #1 of 7 

M ki Vi ibl DiffM ki  Vi  ibl  DiffMaking a Visible DifferenceMaking a Visible Difference 
inin CommunitiesCommunities 

th C tth C tacrossacross the Countrythe Country 
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What is Environmental Justice?What is Environmental Justice?What is Environmental Justice?What is Environmental Justice? 

TheThe fair treatmentfair treatment andand meaningfulmeaningful 
involvementinvolvement of all people regardless of race,of all people regardless of race,p p gp p  g  

color, national origin, or incomecolor, national origin, or income 
with respect to the development,with respect to the development,with respect to the development,with respect to the development, 

implementation, and enforcement of environmentalimplementation, and enforcement of environmental 
laws and policieslaws and policieslaws and policies.laws and policies. 
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Environmental injustice isEnvironmental injustice isEnvironmental injustice is…Environmental injustice is… 

When a community suffersWhen a community suffers 
d l f ld l f ldisproportionately from environmentaldisproportionately from environmental 

risks or hazardsrisks or hazards 
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Why is EJ Important?Why is EJ Important?Why is EJ Important?Why is EJ Important? 

 Research shows that certain communitiesResearch shows that certain communities Research shows that certain communitiesResearch shows that certain communities 
have been historically disproportionatelyhave been historically disproportionately 
burdenedburdened 

 Equal protection for all people under theEqual protection for all people under the 
national environmental lawsnational environmental laws 

 Creates environment whereCreates environment where communitiescommunities 
can effectively coexistcan effectively coexistyy

 Allows for public participation in governmentAllows for public participation in government 
decisionmakingdecisionmakinggg 
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Why is EJ Important? (Cont )Why is EJ Important? (Cont )Why is EJ Important? (Cont.)Why is EJ Important? (Cont.) 

 EJ communities typically lack access toEJ communities typically lack access to EJ communities typically lack access toEJ communities typically lack access to 
health care, supermarkets, andhealth care, supermarkets, and 
recreational facilitiesrecreational facilitiesrecreational facilitiesrecreational facilities 
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Key Challenges for EJKey Challenges for EJ 
CCCommunitiesCommunities 

 HealthHealth HealthHealth 
 EducationEducation 

H iH i HousingHousing 
 TransportationTransportation 
 CrimeCrime 
 JoblessnessJoblessness JoblessnessJoblessness 
 EconomicsEconomics 

E i t lE i t l EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
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What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing? 

 Actively engaging EJ communitiesActively engaging EJ communities Actively engaging EJ communitiesActively engaging EJ communities 
 Building longBuilding long--term capacity interm capacity in 

communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities 
 Partnering with other federal agencies toPartnering with other federal agencies to 

l h il h ileverage their resourcesleverage their resources 
 Using science as the backbone ofUsing science as the backbone of 

regulatory decisionsregulatory decisions 
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What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing? 

 Working collaboratively with StateWorking collaboratively with State Working collaboratively with StateWorking collaboratively with State 
Environmental AgenciesEnvironmental Agencies 
 SCDHECSCDHEC SCDHECSCDHEC 

 State EJ Cooperative Agreement (Leaders inState EJ Cooperative Agreement (Leaders in 
Environmental Action Pilots)Environmental Action Pilots))) 

 Environmental Leadership ForumEnvironmental Leadership Forum 
 EJ TaskforceEJ Taskforce 
 EJ Listening SessionsEJ Listening Sessions 
 Conference presentationsConference presentations 



      

      

What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing? 

 Promoting the collaborativePromoting the collaborative--problemproblem Promoting the collaborativePromoting the collaborative problemproblem 
solving model to all stakeholderssolving model to all stakeholders 
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What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing?What is EPA Doing? 

 Promoting the collaborativePromoting the collaborative--problemproblem Promoting the collaborativePromoting the collaborative problemproblem 
solving model to all stakeholderssolving model to all stakeholders 
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How Do We Use CPS?How Do We Use CPS?How Do We Use CPS?How Do We Use CPS? 

 Facilitate relationships through the FederalFacilitate relationships through the Federal Facilitate relationships through the FederalFacilitate relationships through the Federal 
and SE Interagency Working Group for EJand SE Interagency Working Group for EJ 
Provide facilitation and alternative disputeProvide facilitation and alternative dispute Provide facilitation and alternative disputeProvide facilitation and alternative dispute 
resolution assistanceresolution assistance 
C d i i d lC d  i  i  d  l Conduct trainings and classesConduct trainings and classes 

 Host and present at conferences andHost and present at conferences and 
workshopsworkshops 
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How Do We Use CPS?How Do We Use CPS?How Do We Use CPS?How Do We Use CPS? 

 Developing the EJ Leaders AcademyDeveloping the EJ Leaders Academy Developing the EJ Leaders AcademyDeveloping the EJ Leaders Academy 
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HeatherHeather McTeerMcTeer ToneyToney 
on EJ Communitieson EJ Communities 

““ h b  l  h  k““The bottom line is that making EJ 
an intrinsic part of this Agency’s 
daily activities both nationallydaily activities both nationally, 

and especially in the Southeast, 
reaffirms our belief thatreaffirms our belief that 

regardless of who you are or 
where you live, we all have the 

right to breathe clean air, to 
drink safe water and to live on 

healthy land ” 
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We all have a role!We all have a role!We all have a role!We all have a role! 

Sheryl GoodSheryl Good 
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Sheryl GoodSheryl Good 
Good.Sheryl@epa.govGood.Sheryl@epa.gov 

404404--562562--95599559 


