
Welcome!! 

U.S. EPA, Region 9

Water Quality Assessment Report 

(WQAR) Template Webinar

September 7, 2011 

Webinar URL: http://epa.adobeconnect.com/wqar/
Webinar Conference Line
Phone Number: 866-299-3188
Passcode: 2025661194

http://epa.adobeconnect.com/wqar/


Webinar Agenda
10:05 AM – 10:10 AM Welcome to Webinar

Audrey L. Johnson, US EPA Region 9

10:10 AM – 10:15 AM Introduction to the WQAR Template
Janis Gomes, US EPA Region 9

10:15 AM – 10:35 AM Live Demonstration of Data Entry into 
WQAR Template
Christopher Chen, US EPA Region 9

10:35 AM – 10:50 AM Tribal Success Story - Water Quality 
Monitoring, Data Storage, and Using 
the WQAR Template
Gina Leverette, Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community

10:50 AM – 11:00 AM Using Data to Tell Our Story – Results 
of WQAR Data Collection
Christopher Chen, US EPA Region 9

11:00 AM – 11:15 AM NEW from Region 9 – Interactive WQAR Template 
Tutorial  & Other Reminders
Audrey L. Johnson, US EPA Region 9

11:15 AM – 11:30 AM Final Questions & End Webinar



WQAR Webinar Moderator:
Audrey L. Johnson
US EPA, Region 9

Water Division 



WQAR Webinar –
Technical Coordinator:

Mariela Lopez
US EPA, Region 9

Water Division 



Purpose of the WQAR Template

Janis Gomes
US EPA, Region 9

Water Division



CWA § 106 Reporting 
Requirements

Document Environmental Results in Indian 
Country

Water 
Quality 
Data in 
WQX /

STORET

Water 
Quality 

Assessment 
Report 

(WQAR)

Monitoring 
Strategy



Background

Region 9 created this 
pilot template to 
collect tribal water 
quality data to create 
a region-wide picture 
of water quality on 
tribal lands in EPA 
R9.

Website URL: http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tribal/cwa-reporting.html#two

http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tribal/cwa-reporting.html
http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tribal/cwa-reporting.html
http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tribal/cwa-reporting.html


Live Demonstration of Data Entry 
into WQAR Template
Christopher Chen

US EPA, Region 9

Water Division



Tribal Success Story:
Water Quality Monitoring, Data Storage, 

and Using the WQAR Template

Gina Leverette

Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian 
Community
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WQAR Template

September 7, 2011
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■Akimel O’Odham (Pima)

■ Xalychidom Piipaash 

(Maricopa)

■ Bound on all sides

■ Diverse ecosystem

■ Innovative tribal commercial 

development 

Background Information 

SRP-MIC
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SRP-MIC

Community
Location



Range Management

..to protect, preserve, restore and 

regulate our Community’s natural 

resources and archaeological heritage 

by enforcing regulatory programs and 

providing educational opportunities.

Environmental Protection & Natural 
Resources (EPNR)…
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SRP-MIC



Range Management

Who We Are
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SRP-MIC

■ Air Quality Program (AQP)

■ Water Quality Program (WQP)

Wetland Program 

■ Environmental Programs & 

Policy Development (EPPD)

 Pesticides & Hazardous 

Substances

 Solid waste

 Recycling

 Environmental Policy

■ Land Use Clearances (LUC)

 Archaeology

 National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA)

 Enforcement & Compliance

■ Range Management Program 

(RMP)



Range Management
E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l P

ro
te

ct
io

n 
&

 N
at

ur
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 

SRP-MIC
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SRP-MIC

Monitoring

RIVERS

 2 areas along the Verde River

 2 areas along the Salt River

WETLANDS

 3 sites @ Cottonwood 

Wetland

 Lehi Wetland

 Voluntary wetlands

GROUNDWATER

 Various wells

OTHER

 Irrigation ditches

 Special Requests
-Ballfield, etc.

MACROINVERTEBRATES 

 2 areas along the Verde River

2 areas along the Salt River



SRP-MIC

Water Quality Entry Screens

Data Entry

Data Entry



SRP-MIC

Water Quality Entry Screens

Search Data Page
Mark records “Reviewed”

 Submitted records to EPA
 Flagged results



SRP-MIC

Water Quality Entry Screens

Get Status Page

EPA Submit History



SRP-MIC

Data Exchanges
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SRP-MIC



SRP-MIC



SRP-MIC



SRP-MIC



SRP-MIC



SRP-MIC



Tips/Advice 
SRP-MIC

• Database
• QAPP
• WQS
• EPA Project Officer



Range Management

Gina Leverette –Environmental Engineer-

(480) 362-7632

Regina.Leverette@srpmic-nsn.gov

www.SaltRiverEnvironmental.org

Contact Information
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Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
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mailto:362-7632Regina.Leverette@srpmic-nsn.govwww.SaltRiverEnvironmental.orgContact
mailto:362-7632Regina.Leverette@srpmic-nsn.govwww.SaltRiverEnvironmental.orgContact
mailto:362-7632Regina.Leverette@srpmic-nsn.govwww.SaltRiverEnvironmental.orgContact
mailto:362-7632Regina.Leverette@srpmic-nsn.govwww.SaltRiverEnvironmental.orgContact
mailto:362-7632Regina.Leverette@srpmic-nsn.govwww.SaltRiverEnvironmental.orgContact
mailto:362-7632Regina.Leverette@srpmic-nsn.govwww.SaltRiverEnvironmental.orgContact


Using Data to Tell Our Story: 
Results of WQAR Data Collection

Christopher Chen

US EPA, Region 9

Water Division



Results of the Tribal Water Quality 
Assessment Report Template Pilot 

2010

*Data from Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 67 
tribes within Region 9 in 2010

Prepared by the WTR-10 Data Team 
(with assistance from the R9 RTOC CWA Workgroup and R9 tribes)

39



Reservation Waters: How Much was Monitored?

*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 66 tribes within Region 9 in 2010
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Stream Miles Monitored in Indian Country 

*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 66 tribes within Region 9 in 2010
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17%

83%

Reported Stream Miles On Tribal Lands

% Monitored on Reservation % Not Monitored



2%

98%

Reported Wetland Acres on Tribal Lands

% Monitored on Reservation % Not Monitored

Wetland Acres Monitored in Indian Country 

*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 66 tribes within Region 9 in 2010 42



% Monitored on 
Reservation

40%
% Not 

Monitored
60%

Reported Lake Acres on Tribal Lands

Lake Acres Monitored in Indian Country 

*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 66 tribes within Region 9 in 2010 43



How Often Did Monitoring Occur?

*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 67 tribes within Region 9 in 2010 44

Annually or Bi-Annually
33%

Tri-Annually or Quarterly
28%

Between Quarterly and 
Monthly

18%

Monthly to Weekly 
11%

Continuous 
Monitoring

10%

Frequency of Water Quality Monitoring
568 monitoring stations



Several tribal programs have progressed beyond fundamental levels and are now 
monitoring for macroinvertebrates and basic habitat. The majority of programs in 
R9 monitor the 4 fundamental parameters.

What EPA Recommended Parameters Were Being Monitored by R9 Tribes?
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*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 67 tribes within Region 9 in 2010



Pristine
9%

Satisfactory
55%

Impaired
36%

Current Water Quality Status of Monitored Stations
586 stations

What is the Status of Water Quality in R9 
Indian Country?

*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 67 tribes within Region 9 in 2010 46



Nonpoint source pollution is the primary cause of most water quality impairment.  More work 
is required through the CWA 319 program to help address these concerns.  The CWA 106 
program also helps tribes identify the nature of these nonpoint sources.  

What is Causing Water Quality Impairment?

*Data based on Water Quality Assessment Reports submitted by 67 tribes within Region 9 in 2010
47
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Contact Information
If you have any questions, please contact:
 Audrey L. Johnson

◦ johnson.audreyl@epa.gov, 415-972-3431
 Christopher Chen

◦ chen.christopher@epa.gov, 415-972-3442
 Janis Gomes

◦ gomes.janis@epa.gov, 415-972-3517
 Mariela Lopez

◦ lopez.mariela@epa.gov, 415-972-3771

48

mailto:johnson.audreyl@epa.gov
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NEW from Region 9: Interactive 
WQAR Template Tutorial 

& Other Reminders
Audrey L. Johnson
US EPA, Region 9

Water Division 



Now Available on R9’s CWA 106 
Reporting Requirements Website: 
Region 9’s Interactive WQAR 

Template Tutorial



Region 9’s Interactive WQAR 
Template Tutorial 

URL: http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tribal/cwa-reporting.html



Region 9 WQAR Template Tutorial
URL: http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tribal/cwa-reporting.html



Reminders & Announcements
1. Data Session at Annual Conference –

October 17-21, 2011 – Pala Tribe
2. Additional WQX Help – Pyramid Lake 

Paiute Tribe 
◦ Contact your CWA 106 Project Officer for 

more details

3. Region 9’s Website for Q&A Document 
Post Webinar:

◦ URL: 
http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tribal/cwa-
reporting.html



Questions??? 

54


