Table 11.3.
General characteristics of candidate indicator assemblages (Danielson 1998)1. 



· Some species with narrow and specific environmental tolerances

· Cosmopolitan distribution

· Numerical abundance

· Low genetic or environmental variability… narrow demands

· Limited mobility

· Known life history (seasonal and daily)

· Reliable response to stressor(s)

· Predictable response to stressor(s)

· Quick response to stressor(s)

· Standardized methods of collection

· Taxonomic soundness 

· Easy recognition by non-specialists

· Large body size (esp. for macroinvertebrates)

· Established measures, metrics, indices

· Established databases

· Suitable for use in laboratory studies (to determine causality)

· Cost effective sampling

· Public perceives organisms / assemblages as important



1.
Citing Hellawell 1986, Adamus and Brandt 1990, Johnson et al. 1993 and Patrick 1994.

