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This morning, as our final presentation, I’d like to tell you about one of the newest projects for the Partnership.  It is right here in Atlanta and focuses on solving a stormwater issue in  the watershed in which we are now sitting.



Aerial View from Georgia Dome
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The area that you see in this photo is the Proctor Creek watershed.  The large white dome is the Georgia Dome which is just down the street from our conference location.  Toward the top of the photo is the Chattahoochee River.  Below and to the right of the dome is the federal complex and other dense developments in downtown Atlanta.



• 28.6 square miles
• 127,000 people
• 20 parks
• 33 schools
• 4 universities
• 3 major rail lines

Watershed Vitals
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The watershed covers about 28 square miles in SW Atlanta.  As you can see from this Landsat image, the upstream portion is very developed, while the downstream areas of Proctor Creek are much less so.  There are about 127,000 residents in the watershed—many of whom have low income levels and often have less education than other areas of Atlanta.  Also in the watershed are 20 parks, 33 schools, four universities and it is traversed by three major rail lines.  There are six neighborhood planning units and ten subwatersheds.  

Biggest challenges are stormwater flooding, flooded housing, lack of economic opportunity





Stormwater’s Origin
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As urban planners, you know that when watersheds have more than 10% impervious surfaces, they are likely to experience flooding and stream impacts that can impact the natural and built environment.  This watershed has up to 33% impervious cover which means that flooding is a significant issue here and has been for at least a couple of decades.  
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What we have in the Proctor Creek area is the degradation of neighborhoods.  Stormwater was a major contributor, along with economic challenges that ensued.  

The impacts of stormwater are not new to any of you.  Flooding impacts streets, houses, businesses and community life.  Investments are difficult to attract in areas where flooding occurs frequently.  




Trash, Erosion, Water Pollution
Abandoned Buildings

Flooding Impacts
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Some of the visible impacts of flooding in the area include:

   Trash of all sorts in the stream bed brought by flash flooding
   Erosion around structures and stream banks
   Abandoned houses resulting from frequent flooding with no solution
   Water pollution from SSOs and CSOs permitted in limited number
   And areas that remain wet for long periods of time breeding mosquitoes





What Got Us Here?

Atlanta Consent Decree
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A number of studies have been conducted in the past ten years in Proctor Creek, including one by the Atlanta Regional Commission and Park Pride.  Both identified flooding as a and the need for greenspace that could ameliorate the flooding.  A consent decree was signed in 2002 ? between the City and EPA to resolve sewer issues.  The Atlanta Beltline brought a lot of interest and action to revitalizing some challenged areas in Atlanta through transportation and green development projects.  The West Atlanta Watershed Alliance built grassroots interest, along with other neighborhood groups.  In 2012, having heard of the PSC activities in another part of Atlanta, residents in English Avenue and Vine City asked for help with flooding. 



 Late 2012: EPA and our partner agencies  identified 
Proctor Creek as a PSC project area because: 
 Many different interests and jurisdictions
 Partnership could bring city, state, federal and 

community together 
 Offer variety of expertise and support
 Opportunity to support “Livability Principles” in our 

own neighborhood

Why the Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
   EPA, HUD and FHWA recognized the needs and the opportunity we had to assist local neighborhoods and the City itself in making a better, more sustainable community.  With the many different participants, the long list of issues and the interest of Mayor Reed, state agencies, and community members, the need for a coordinated approach was evident.  The project was perfect for the PSC to support.
   Began discussions about collaborating in Proctor Creek area
   Current federal partners include: HUD, FEMA, ACOE, DOT, FHWA, FTA, DOL, EDA, USFS, CDC, NPS
    Designated as one of 11 Urban Waters Federal Partnerships in 2013, which brings more support and visibility



Our Expected Outcomes
Project is in early stage but expect to see:
 Improved management of stormwater
Affordable housing in areas less prone to 

flooding
 Improved economic opportunities for 

residents
Quality of life elevated as a result



Local Collaborators
 Six universities
 Non-profit organizations—including the 

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, Park Pride, Atlanta 
Beltline, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance,  Trust for 
Public Land, Conservation Fund,  several 
Neighborhood Associations and Planning Units

 Six City of Atlanta departments
 Georgia Department of Natural Resources
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Universities--Georgia State Health Policy Center, Clark Atlanta University, Spelman College, Morehouse College and School of Medicine, Georgia Tech’s Center for Quality Growth , Emory’s Global Health Institute 

Non-profits--Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance, Park Pride, Atlanta Beltline, The Trust for Public Land, The Conservation Fund, Community Involvement Association, Help Org Inc, United Way of Metro Atlanta, English Avenue Neighborhood Association, Vine City Civic Association, The Proctor Creek Stewardship Council, a number of Neighborhood Planning Units (L, T, K, J, I, G)

City of Atlanta--Bureau of Watershed Protection,  Department of Parks  Recreations and Cultural Affairs, Adopt-a-Stream Program,  Atlanta Fire Rescue Department, Invest Atlanta 




Key BrownfieldsProjects
 Brownfields Assessment and RLF grants
 Green Infrastructure Technical Assistance—Evaluate  

flooding at local scale – reuse Brownfields for Green 
Infrastructure $25K + additional EPA 319 $ coming

 Health Impact Assessments, both small scale as a 
result of GI Tech Assistance; and at watershed scale to 
assess value of implementing environmental district -
$300k ORD Funds in FY 12/13 

 Emory University assessing environmental health  
issues with stakeholder involvement - $4M

 Army COE providing technical assistance
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With added emphasis on the issues impacting the Proctor Creek area, a number of projects have begun in the past couple of years.

A Green Infrastructure study was completed along a street in the area to determine potential approaches to resolving street flooding by decreasing impermeable surface coverage, adding plants, etc.  

A Health Impact Assessment was conducted for that GI project to evaluate the potential impacts and benefits of its recommendations.

A watershed-wide HIA will soon begin by EPA in collaboration with CDC, Emory University, Fulton County Health Department, _____ and ______.




Key Brownfields Projects
 Community engagement – support Urban Waters Federal 

Partnership, Brownfields, and Emory Stakeholder Group
 Community Gardens-GSU Collaboration and Atlanta BeltLine

Health Advisory Group

 Water quality monitoring by residents supported through grants 
to Riverkeeper and WAWA

 Environmental and health education in schools by USFS and 
EPA

 Promoting better stormwater management for Multi-Modal 
Transportation Project and new Falcon Stadium

 Brownfields/Land Revitalization Environmental Green 
Infrastructure Opportunity District with Invest Atlanta
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The Proctor Creek watershed was named as an Urban Waters Federal Partnership in 2013, indicating the importance of federal collaboration and interest in helping to improve the quality of life for residents and restoring the creek.  The Urban Waters designation was made for only 11 waterways in the nation last year.  




Proctor Creek Federal Partners: 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Housing and Urban Development 

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Department of Transportation
Department of Labor

Economic Development Administration
US Forest Service 

Centers for Disease Control
National Park Service 

Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities
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The PSC in the southeast is strong and having an impact.  As you’ve seen in the other presentations, we have always welcomed agencies besides EPA, HUD and DOT to participate in the PSC.  We currently have 10 federal agencies contributing in some way to this project, and would welcome others.  





PSC Project Coordination
 Promote regular communication among all parties
 Ensure neighborhood residents and organizations are full-

partners in the process
 PSC agencies are working with Community 

Organizations
 EPA facilitating federal agency discussions 
 Stable points of contact enhance understanding and 

coordination
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Our project is now working to foster better communication among all the parties involved, and to ensure that residents are full partners in the process.  To that end, we hope to establish regular meetings and stable points of contact.



Addressing PSC Livability Principles

 Create equitable, affordable housing
 Enhance economic competitiveness
 Support communities
 Coordinate and leverage federal support
 Value neighborhoods
 Provide more transportation choices
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Through our work in Proctor Creek, the federal agencies are practices all of the “Livability Principles”.  By helping to resolve the stormwater flooding and bringing many different groups into the discussion, we are both supporting and valuing the neighborhood, and coordinating and leveraging federal support.  As the stormwater challenge is addressed, better housing and improved economic opportunities will be viable.  Finally, transportation options will come via the Atlanta Beltline project and greater investment in the area. 
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