
Reconnaissance Level Assessment (RLA)

Start with Problem 
Identification 1) Compile existing data 

3) List activities potentially impacting 
sediment supply and channel stability2) Characterize landscape history

4) Identify specific process relations potentially affected

5) Landscape overview (watershed and channel)

6) Hillslope processes 9) Hydrologic processes 11) Channel processes

7) Surface erosion 8) Mass erosion 10) Streamflow changes 12) Impacts to streambank 
and channel stability 

13) Problem verification: recognition of places affected, processes, and sources of sediment 
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Proceed to RRISSC

15) Select areas, sub-watersheds and 
reaches for further assessment 

14) Eliminate areas, sub-watersheds, reaches 
that are not contributors to impairment 




