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PurEﬂse

he part of the recently announced agministrative reforms to
the Superfend program, the Administrator stated that ERA would
reaffirm its commitment to "allgw PRPz2 to conduct risk
azsessments under proper circumstances as part of the overall
site study (RI/FS)." This memorandum spnounces EPA's revised
pelicy on allowing FRFs to conduct the riak assessment portion of
the RISFE.

Background

This svpperzedes the previous Directives issued on this
subjeck: No. 9835.15 issued on Bugost 28, 1990, which stated that
EEA would perform all risk as=zessments as part of PRF RI/FSs; Ha.
8835.15%a isswed on July 21, 1991, which gawve guidance on risk-



related deliverables that EPA was to provide PRPs to allow themn
- to complete the RISFS; and Mo. 3835,10b issued on Septamber 1,
1993, which gave EPA Eegions the option of allowing ERPs to
perform the risk assessment under certain specified conditieons.

3ince issaing the 1993 Directive, EBRP=z have been allowed to
perform the rizk assessment at most sites. The Agency's
experience with these risk assessments has shown that with
apnropriate oversight, PREs can pexform acceptable risk
asseasments. £PA has found that letting the PRPs perform the
bageline risk assessment can be the most =ffective and efficient
way to complete the RISES. -

Hew Policy

EFA has determined that it will agenerally be approprlate
for PRP= to conduct the risk assessment at most sites, subject to
adequate EPA oversight. EPA maintains its rights not to let PEPs
perform the risk assessmént in certain circumstance under section
104 (a) (1) of CERCLA which states that "no remedizl investigation
or feasibility study [(RI/FS)} shall be awthorized except on a
determination by the President that the party is qualified to
conduct the BI/FS.T :

tlthough this new policy does not requixe a Headquarters
Consultation, the Regions should continue to consider the g£ix
criteria presented in Directiwve No. 9835.15k, and listed helow
{=lightly modified), when deciding whether or net t¢ allow the
PEFs to perform the risk azsessment:

£ EPM's prior experience with the requesting PRFs at this ox
gther sites and in particular whether excessive oversight
and revizions were necessary when that PRP previously
conducted a risk assessment; ' )

@ PRE or PRP contractor's experience in ¢conducting aGEEptéblE'

human health and scological risk assessments at Superfund
Sites;
Q FRF ¢or EEP contractor's willingness to follow current

Superfond risk assessment processes and guidances;

o FRF or PRP contractor's demonstrated asbility to submit data
: ta EEA in the proper format;

o vailahle EPA rescurces and schedule for RIVES completicon;
and
o Level of public eoncern at the site.

We anticipate that there wmay bhe some sites where EPA will
not allow the PRP to perform the risk assessment based on an
evaluation of these six <riteria. If any Region wishes to



conselt with HO on making such & determination wsing these
¢riteria, they may consult with David Bennett, OERR Senior
Erocess Manager for Risk at {703} BO3-2400.

Eegions may amend existing RISF3 Consent Orxders €o allow
BRPs Lo conduct the risk assessment as long as this will not
significantly delay completing.the RI/TS.

This administrative reform complements other reforms that
are designed to make the Superfund pregram faster, fairer, and
more sfficient. Under ancther reform, EPR i3 exploring ways Lo
reduce oversight of PRP= that hawve performed high gqoality work
and have cogperated with EPA throusghout the ol2anup process.

Ffurther Information

Tf you have any questisos aboot this= policy, please contact
Stephen Ell=z at {703} &03-B32Z2.

HOPICE: The pdlicies set out in this memorandum aire intended
solely as guidance. They are not intended, nor can they be
relied upon, to create any rights enforceshble by any party in
litigstisn with the United States. EPA oifficials way decios to
follow the guidance provided in this memorandum, or 2o act at,
yariance Wwith the guidance, based on analysis-of specific site
circumstance=z. The Agency alsa reserves the right to change this
guidance at any time without public notice.
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