
     

SUSTAINABLE FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT
 

THROUGH THE
 

FFOOD RRECOVERY CCHALLENGE
 

Feed People Not Landfills
 

www.epa.gov/foodrecovery
 

www.epa.gov/foodrecovery


     

 
 
   

     
   
   
   

The Food Waste ProblemThe Food Waste Problem 

A iAmericans 
waste 

enough food 
to fill theto fill the
 
Rose Bowl
 
every other
 
day. (Bloom 2007)
 day. (Bloom 2007)
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So how much food waste are we 
generating? 

� In total about 34 million tons of food waste
 � In total, about 34 million tons of food waste 
was generated in 2010 (14% of the country’s 
total waste stream)total waste stream) 

� Less than 3% of food waste was recovered for 
d li 2010reuse and recycling iin 2010 



             
h   

           
       

         

   

     

Food waste is a problem because it 
impacts the economy. 

� Financially wasted food costs America more
 Financially, wasted food costs America more 
than $100 billion annually (Bloom, 2007) 
– Disposal cost of municipal waste management
 Disposal cost of municipal waste management 

– Over purchasing costs 

– Cost of lost energCost of lost energy 



   

             
           

     
   
     
     

   

It impacts society.It impacts society. 

� 50 million Americans, or 14% of American 
households, were food insecure in 2009 
( )(USDA). 

� Food insecurityy can 
increase the 
likelihood for an 
ind ddividuall to hhave 
major health 
concernsconcerns. 



     

         
     
         

       

     
     

     
           

   

It impacts the environment.It impacts the environment. 

� Food that enters a landfill 
produces methane, a 
greenhouse gas with 21 times 
the warming potential of CO2 

F d d i� Food productiion impacts 
water quality, soil 
productivity and contributesproductivity, and contributes 
to about 13% of the nations 
greenhouse ggas emissions. g 



One tool to reduce food waste is EPA’s 
Foodd Recovery Ch llhallenge (FRC)
( )  

RReecognitioncognition 
TTeechnicchnicaall  && AwAwarardsds 
TToolsools //TToolsools // 

AssisAssisttanceance 

WaWassttee 
TrTraacckkiinngg 
SySysstteemm 

C t S i  d B d R itiCost Savings and Brand Recognition
 
Supporting Your Community
 

Reducing Environmental Impact
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The FRC is a great tool to help you 
reduce your food waste. 

9The FRC is a FREE,, simpple tool. 
9You’ll receive free technical assistance from 
reggional EPA staff. 
9Standardized metrics allow for easy 
compparison. 
9Opportunity to learn about best management 
ppractices. 
9Be recognized for your innovative work with 
food waste 



         

     

   

     

   

Therefore, reducing your food waste 
can 

9Reduce yyour costs


9Improve your image
 

9Feed your communities
 

9Protect your environment.
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So how can you reduce your food 
waste and save money? 
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Source Reduction Success StorySource Reduction Success Story 

� Intel Corporation Cafes (More Information)Intel Corporation Cafes (More Information) 

– Tracked all pre‐consumer food waste on a daily
 
basis for one year using computerized system
basis for one year using computerized system 

– Reduced pre‐consumer food waste by 47%
 

– Reduced costs per meal by 13 2%Reduced costs per meal by 13.2% 



 

             

   
           
                   
           

       
               

       
           

Join Us!Join Us! 

And… take a bite out of food waste!
And… take a bite out of food waste!
 
http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge
 

Four Easy Steps!
 
1.	 Assess It! Conduct baseline food waste assessment 
22.	 Commit to It! Set a three year goal with a Commit to It! Set a three year goal with a 

commitment to increase food reduction/diversion by 
5% in the first year. 

3	 DDo It!It! UU dnderttake f dfood waste red ti  duction andd recovery
 3. k t 
activities to meet your goals! 

4.	 Track It! Repport annuallyy usingg WasteWise tool 

http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge


       

                 

 
 

         
 

          

                      

                

                      

                              

                      

                    

                  

                  

                       

                       

            

Sustainable Food Management Webinar Series 

The Green Sports Alliance and EPA’s Food Recovery Challenge 

EPA’s Food Recovery Challenge Regional Contacts EPA s Food Recovery Challenge Regional Contacts 

Region 

1: CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT 

2: NJ, NY, PR, USVI 

3: DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV 

4: AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN 

5: IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI 

6: AR, LA, NM, OK, TX 

7: IA, KS, MO, NE 

8: CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY 

9: AZ, CA, HI, NV 

10: AK, ID, OR WA 

d ffiHeadquarters Office 

Contact 

Christine Beling 

Lorraine Graves 

Deb Goldblum 

May Beth Van Pelt 

Julie Schilf 

Golam Mustafa 

Gayle Hubert 

Benjamin Bents 

Laura Moreno 

Ashley Zanolli 

h bJean Schwab 

Email 

beling.christine@epa.gov 

graves.lorraine@epa.gov 

goldblum.deborah@epa.gov 

vanpelt.marybeth@epa.gov 

schilf.julie@epa.gov 

mustafa.golam@epa.gov 

hubert.gayle@epa.gov 

bents.benjamin@epa.gov 

moreno.laura@epa.gov 

zanolli.ashley@epa.gov 

h bschwab.jean@epa.gov 

Phone Number 

(857) 829‐8259
 

(212) 637‐4099
 

(215) 814‐3432
 

(404) 562‐8615
 

(312) 886‐0407
 

(214) 665‐6576
 

(913) 551‐7439
 

(303) 312‐6435
 

(415) 947‐4240
 

(206) 553‐4425
 

( )
(703) 308‐8669 
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