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Section 1: Introduction 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has prepared this Statement of Basis 
(SB) in accordance with the Corrective Action Program to solicit public comment on its 
proposed decision for the AERC.com, Inc. (AERC) facility located at 2591Mitchell 
Avenue, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18103(the Facility or the Site). EPA's review of 
available information indicates that there are no current or unaddressed releases of 
hazardous waste or hazardous constituents from the Facility. Based on that assessment, 
EPA is proposing that corrective action is complete and no land use controls are 
necessary at this time at the Facility. EPA has determined that its proposed decision is 
protective of human health and the environment. This SB highlights key information 
relied upon by EPA in making its proposed decision. 

AERC currently operates under the Hazardous Waste Storage Permit (permit number 
PAD PAD987367216) issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection (P ADEP) for the treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) of hazardous wastes. 
The Pennsylvania permit became effective on August 19, 2006 and will remain in effect 
until August 19,2016 at which point the permit will be renewed or replaced with a 
similar State mechanism. Therefore, a permit modification to reflect this determination is 
not necessary. EPA's proposed decision completes the RCRA permitting process and 
will take the form of an attachment to the State permit. 

The Facility is subject to EPA's Corrective Action Program under the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act, as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 
1976, and the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) of 1984, 42 U.S.C. §§ 
6901 et seq. (Corrective Action Program). The Corrective Action program is designed to 
ensure that certain facilities subject to RCRA have been investigated and that all releases 
of hazardous waste and hazardous constituents have been remediated. The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (the Commonwealth) is not authorized for the 
Corrective Action program under Section 3006 of RCRA. Therefore, EPA retains 
primary authority in the Commonwealth for the Corrective Action program. 

The Administrative Record (AR) for the Facility contains all documents on which EPA's 
proposed decision is based. The Index to the AR is found at the end of the SB. See 
Section 5, Public Participation, for information on how you may review the documents 
contained in the AR and submit any comments you may have concerning EPA's 
proposed decision for the Facility. 

Section 2: Facility Backg~ound 

AERC is a full-service environmental recycling company specializing in the reclamation 
of hazardous materials and electronic equipment recycling. The facility processes 
metallic mercury, fluorescent lamps, spent batteries, thermostats, pesticides, and other 
mercury-containing wastes. Incoming waste materials are accepted in the shipping and 
receiving area and stored indoors in one of the facility's six permitted waste storage areas 
until processed. On October 31, 2012, Recycling Holdings, LLC acquired majority 
ownership of AERC.com, Inc .. 
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The AERC facility is situated on a 3.2 acre parcel located in the South Allentown 
Industrial Area. This area has been designated by the City of Allentown as an Enterprise 
Zone. The Enterprise Zone is a continuous belt of generally industrial areas extending 
froin Interstate 78/Route 309 on the southwest to the Jordan Creek and Lehigh River 
areas to the northeast, covering approximately 2,500 acres. Industrial properties surround 
the facility on the north, east, and south sides. Railroad tracks are located immediately to 
the west. Residential areas are located more than 0.25 miles to the north and east. 
The Facility location map and layout are presented in Figures 1 and 2, respectively. 

Section 3: Summary of Environmental Investigation 

As part of the Environmental Indicator (EI) inspection and evaluation for Current Human 
Exposures and Migration of Contaminated Groundwater, a comprehensive-record search 
and review were conducted by the PADEP and its contractor, Michael Baker Jr., Inc. 
(Baker). This undertaking consisted of evaluating the Facility's manufacturing 
operations and waste management practices, RCRA permit applications, historical spills 
and releases, documentation of previous site inspections, RCRA closure activities and 
correspondence between the EPA, the PADEP and the Facility. 

On October 19,2011, PADEP and Baker conducted a site visit. The visit consisted of a 
plant tour and information gathering to assess the current status of the Facility. No 
obvious areas of concern were identified during the visit. Based on the site visit and the 
comprehensive file review, there appears to be no indications of spills or releases that 
have negatively impacted soil, groundwater, surface water, or air that would lead to 
adverse impacts to human health or the environment at this time. 

Section 4: Environmental Indicators 

EPA sets national goals to measure progress toward meeting the nation's major 
environmental goals. For Corrective Action, EPA evaluates two key environmental 
indicators for each facility: (1) current human exposures under control and (2) migration 
of contaminated groundwater under control. EPA has determined that the Facility met 
these indicators (i.e., there is no contamination problem that creates an unacceptable risk 
to human health nor is there any evidence of adverse groundwater contamination impact 
to the environment) on November 23, 2012. 

Section 5: Public Participation 

Before EPA makes a final decision on its proposed decision for the Facility, the public 
may participate in the decision selection process.by reviewing this SB and documents 
contained in the Administrative Record (AR) for the Facility. The Index to the 
Administrative Record lists the documents and all information considered by EPA in 
reaching this proposed decision. The AR is available for public review during normal 
business hours at: 
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U.S. EPA Region III 
1650 Arch Street 

Mail code: 3LC30 
Philadelphia, P A 191 03 
Contact: K.hai M. Dao 
Phone: (215) 814-5467 

Fax: (215) 814-3113 
Email: dao.khai@epa.gov 

Interested parties are encouraged to review the AR and comment on EPA's proposed 
decision. The public comment period will last forty-five (45) cidendar days from the date 
that the notice is published in the local newspaper. You may submit comments by mail, 
fax, or e-mail to Khai M. Dao. EPA will hold a public 'meeting to discuss this proposed 
decisi9n upon request. Requests for a public meeting should be made to Khai M. Dao. 

EPA will respond to all relevant comments received during the comment period. If EPA 
determines that new information warrants a modification to the proposed decision, EPA 
will modify the proposed decision or select other alternatives based on such new 
information and/or public comments. EPA will announce its final decision and explain 
the rationale for any changes in a document entitled the Final Decision and Response to 
Comments (FDRTC). All persons who comment on this proposed decision will receive a 
copy of the FDRTC. Others may obtain a copy by contacting Khai M. Dao at the address 
listed above. 

Date: \\ \).~ h 2-
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