Daria Neal is a Deputy Chief in the Federal Coordination and Compliance Section in the Civil
Rights Division, DOJ and works with federal agencies to ensure consistent enforcement of civil
rights statutes and Executive Orders that prohibit discrimination in federally conducted and
assisted programs and activities. Additionally, Ms. Neal leads the Federal Interagency Working
Group on Title VI and represents the Civil Rights Division on the Interagency Working Group on
Environmental Justice which was created by the 1994 Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to
Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations. Ms. Neal
also serves as an adjunct professor at Howard University School of Law teaching courses in
environmental justice. Ms. Neal previously served as Senior Counsel for the Environmental
Justice Project at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. She worked with
communities to address environmental justice issues such as discriminatory zoning and
violations of environmental laws. Ms. Neal coordinated the National Commission on
Environmental Justice on the Gulf Coast which issued the report, Protecting Vulnerable Coastal
Communities: Meaningful Political Action and Strategies for Environmental Justice after
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Ms. Neal also convened a group of environmental justice
advocates, academics and attorneys to issue the report Now is the Time: Environmental Injustice
in the U.S. and Recommendations for Eliminating Disparities. Recently, Ms. Neal published an
essay in the Howard Law Journal entitled Recent Developments in Federal Implementation of
Executive Order 12,898 and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.



