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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

DEC 22 7015

OFFICE OF
INTERNATIONAL AND TRIBAL AFFAIRS

Brian Houseal, Chair

U.S. National Advisory Committee
Adirondack Council

103 Hand Avenue, Suite 3
Elizabethtown. NY 12932

Dear Mr. Houseal,

On behalf of Administrator Gina McCarthy, I would like to thank you for the National
Advisory Committee’s (NAC) letter of advice dated November 25, 2015, reporting out on your
forty-fifth meeting held by videoconference on October 23, 2015. We value the time you dedicate
to the NAC and appreciate the comments made by the members as we strive to keep the
momentum going following a very busy and successful year as the Chair for the CEC.

On behalf of the EPA administrator and the US government, I am pleased to offer the
following response to the NAC’s advice:

Recommendations on Charge Question: How can the CEC maintain positive momentum
during this time of political transition, particularly as it relates to the projects in the 201 5-
2016 Operational Plan: Climate Change Mitigation & Adaptation, Green Growth, &
Sustainable Communities & Ecosystems?

(1) Initiate a dialogue with U.S. counterparts in Canada and Mexico to explore
new possibilities for a North American 'clean energy and environment
agreement' to provide continental coordination of climate mitigation and
resilience policies, establishment of consistent emissions reductions
standards, and scientific monitoring protocols.

We agree that this moment in time provides a unique opportunity to broaden our
individual reach through trilateral action on environmental issues of common concern. Canada
and Mexico have both expressed an interest in working together on clean energy, helping us to
align our regional goals with international commitments already accepted. Thus, earlier this year,
Presidents Obama and Pefia Nieto created a U.S.-Mexico Clean Energy and Climate Policy Task
Force led by the U.S. Department of Energy and Mexico’s Secretariat of Environment and Natural
Resources, and thereafter, the three energy ministers in North America established a Trilateral



Working Group on Climate Change and Energy. We will continue to work alongside our sister
agencies in the federal government to encourage our neighbors to follow through on addressing
climate change while accelerating our transition to a clean energy economy, with the expectation
that such shift will make North America more attractive to private industry as well as help
strengthen our ability to act as a global leaders in the energy and climate change realms.

(2) Restore the CEC's budget to $9.0million per year; $3.0million from each
member country.

Y our recommendation to restore the CEC’s budget to $9.0 million per year
has been seriously considered. As you know, the decision to reduce the budget was
not an easy one, but it was one required by the reality of budget limitations in all
three countries in North America; we had to adapt to the overall constraints
affecting the global economies that had been many years in the making. For now
we will continue to focus on our core mission while looking for opportunities to
increase efficiencies and to maximize the environmental benefit of all our activities.

(3) During the transitional period, the CEC Secretariat, Council members and JPAC
should brief all government agencies and other key parties involved in the
NAAEC about the mission and work of the CEC.

As always, we appreciate your thoughts on possible outreach and marketing
mechanisms to enhance the profile of the CEC and strengthen our relevance and resonance.
We believe that we have made some important gains in our quest to raise public awareness
of work accomplished through the CEC, particularly as regards to our annual work plans.
For example, much of the Executive Director’s time these past three years has been spent
making presentations at colleges and universities across North America that include key
messages regarding the CEC’s accomplishments. Senior management at EPA has also done
much to engage our counterparts at both bilateral meetings and multilateral meetings across
the globe. Again, we urge our advisory committees to join in this important work in your
communities and within your areas of influence.

(4) Engage inpress and media briefings, re: the executive director transition,
highlighting Dr. Coronado's accomplishments, and what to look forward to in terms
of the CEC's Strategic Priorities and Cross-cutting Themes 2015-2020.

We agree that continuous engagement in press and media briefings would help highlight our
accomplishments through the CEC. We have actively supported expanding the CEC’s
communications efforts, increasing that budget line item by 6% in the current Operational Plan.
Additional resources are being spent to broaden communications via social media channels,
attracting over 2000 new Facebook followers, an 87% increase from the previous year. We have
also made improvements to the CEC website resulting in an increased number of subscribers to our
listserv. Once again it is important that all of our supporters and our advisory committees in
particular, become our megaphones for our work and identify strategies that they can implement as
our independent representatives.



'(5) Ensure adequate resources for the new Traditional Ecological Knowledge Roster of
Experts to support its operations, and provide an opportunity to review the CEC 2015-
2016 Operational Plan's 16projects and provide their recommendations on how TEK
could be incorporated into the implementation phases, ifappropriate and applicable.

We agree that participation of our TEK Roster of experts in key trilateral activities
throughout the year is important and some resources have already been identified for this
purpose. The Council’s Alternate Representatives along with some members of our Joint
Public Advisory Committee (JPAC) have discussed the resource needs for this purpose. And
will continue to do so on an on-going basis to. ensure that the Ministers” commitment to work
effectively with local and indigenous communities across the North American continent is
achieved. The Alt-Reps will continue to analyze how to best engage our local and indigenous
communities throughout the CEC’s ongoing activities this year and plan specific
engagements with our TEK Roster experts throughout the coming years.

(6) Reconsider water as an important component of all aspects of the 2015-2020
Strategic Plan Priorities: Climate Change, Green Growth, and Sustainable
Communities and Ecosystems.

We agree with you that water is a key aspect in the work that we do, domestically and
internationally, in our quest to protect human health and the environment in North America,
which is why it is already incorporated into important components of the 2015-2020 Strategic
Plan Priorities. For example, we identified and are now implementing projects such as the
North American Blue Carbon Project, the Local Environmental Observer Network Project
and the Building Climate Change Resilience through TEK, all of which focus on water issues
under all three strategic priorities.

(7) Support, and restore budgetary resources for the Secretariat's proposed Article
13 report on the effects and concerns surrounding hydraulic fracturing within
North America.

Although the US has been supportive of most of the Article 13 reports proposed by a
variety of Executive Directors in the past, the specific report you refer to was proposed at a time
when the various government agencies, NGO’s and many academicians were already engaged in
data collection, baseline studies, monitoring etc, that would eventually produce the concrete,
reliable data needed to enable decisions makers to make the hard decisions through increased
analysis and better science, and to provide the best information to communities so they can
make decisions that work best for them. Moreover, at the time of the request the Parties were
already facing budget constraints and it did not seem effective or efficient to use resources to
produce a report in which many scientists and institutions were already engaged.



As always, we appreciate and value the guidance you provide to this important program and
look forward to continuing to work together to strengthen the CEC as a catalyst for cooperative
action.

Sincerely,

JaneNishida
U.S.MMternate Representative and
Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

DEC 22 2015

OFFICE OF
INTERNATIONAL AND TRIBAL AFFAIRS

Jeffrey Wennberg, Chair

U.S. Governmental Advisory Committee

VT Department of Environment Conservation
103 South Main St, Building 1 South
Waterbury, VT 05641-0401

Dear Mr. Wennberg,

On behalf of Administrator Gina McCarthy, I would like to thank you for the
Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) letter of advice of November 25, 20135, reporting on
our forty-fifth meeting held by videoconference on October 23 2015. We value our friendship
with the GAC and appreciate the comments made by the members as we strive to keep the
momentum going following a very busy and successful year as the Chair for the CEC.

Recommendations on Charge Question: Maintain momentum during political transitions
1. The GAC anticipates continued support for the Strategic Priorities through this
transitional period. We see no impediment to the completion of the Operational Plan
projects.
2. Greater consideration should be given to cross-cutting transportation-related projects
in the next Operational Plan.
3. The U.S. and its partners on the Council should encourage the new executive director to
continue the administrative and policy reforms initiated by Executive Director Coronado.

Thank you for your ideas and advice. We also anticipate that the momentum of the CEC
work will advance through the political transitions the three governments” are experiencing at this
time. We agree that the projects identified for the current Operational Plan are well-suited to the
strategic priorities identified by the Council, and we appreciate the support of the GAC in
identifying both the priorities and the projects. We also agree that consideration of cross-cutting
transportation-related projects is an appropriate strategy to involve key stakeholders in meaningful
ways on an issue relevant to all of us in North America, and we look forward to raising it as the
discussions begin for the next Operational Plan.

As the new Executive Director of the CEC Secretariat is selected. we will consider how to
best encourage the continued review of existing administrative policies and to take advantage of
new tools, technologies and business practices that will continue to move the CEC towards



becoming a high performing organization to ensure progress and achieve results.

Comments on Response Letter dated September 16, 2015:
1. Please provide more information about BECC and NAD Bank studies of post-
installation community reactions to renewable energy projects.
2. Please provide a background briefing on the growth of oil trains and attendant
environmental and safety concerns, especially as they affect cross-border
regions.

Regarding the reference in our September 16, 2015 letter to you concerning studies
undertaken by the BECC and NAD Bank, we were, regretfully, misinformed as to the nature and
availability of what we referred to as “studies”. The studies are not focused on community
reactions to renewable energy projects; they simply describe the actual project undertaken, its
location, its sponsors, and its projected cost. In fact, they are not what we think of as studies at all,
but merely descriptions of the projects undertaken by the BECC and underwritten by the
NADBank. These “studies” are published at each institutions’ websites: www.becc.org, and
www.nadb.org. and you should connect directly to those websites to see for yourself that the
information contained in each is not an analysis of community reaction by any means.

Pursuant to the GAC request of a background briefing on oil trains, we contacted EPA’s
Office of Emergency Management (OEM), the designated lead federal agency for the
government’s response to, preparation for and prevention of environmental emergencies. Working
with other federal sister agencies, state, local and tribal governments, OEM’s emergency
responders are ready to deploy to anywhere in the country at a moment’s notice. This team of
experts receives multiple requests for briefings each year, but their focus remain on responding to
emergencies, preventing future ones and continuous training on the cutting edge technologies used
to protect human health and the environment. However, in striving to keep our citizens informed
of possible immediate dangers and future accidents, OEM’s National Response Team developed a
webinar presentation on Bakken oil trains, which we are making available to you electronically for
your convenience (https://nrtqa.ert.org/Main/Resources.aspx?ResourceType=Training). Additional
information about OEM’s Response, Prevention and Preparedness Activities may be found at:
W\\-‘w2.epa.}10\-'fe1nergch\-'-resporlse.

Thank you again, for your valuable advice. We look forward to continuing to work
together to strengthen the CEC as a catalyst for cooperative action in the trilateral arena.

Sincerely,

Jane Nishida

U.S. Alternate Representative and
Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator



