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Oil Level Check Procedure 
 
1. Drive vehicle for 10 minutes. 
2. Allow vehicle to sit for 10 minutes in a designated level space. 
3. Take dipstick reading. 
4. Confirm dipstick reading. 
5. Immediately after dipstick reading add 8 oz. of specified 5W-30 engine oil. 
6. Idle vehicle 2 minutes. 
7. Allow vehicle to sit for 10 minutes in a designated level space. 
8. Take dipstick reading. 
9. Confirm dipstick reading. 
10. Email oil level information to team along with a recommendation for possible additional fill. 
11. If necessary, add oil based on team feedback. 

a. Drive vehicle for 10 minutes. 
b. Allow vehicle to sit for 10 minutes in a designated level space. 
c. Take dipstick reading. 
d. Confirm dipstick reading. 
e. Email oil level information to team. 

12. Release vehicle back into test program. 
13. Record oil level on dipstick for all tests vehicles monthly. 

 

 
 
  

Reading taken on 08/10/2009

Added 8 oz. on 08/12/2009

Added 8 oz. on 08/12/2009; 16 oz. total added

Added 4 oz. on 08/17/2009; 20 oz. total added

MIN MAX

MIN MAX

MIN MAX

MIN MAX

MIN MAX

MIN MAX
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To minimize logistics and effort in monthly oil level readings, SwRI changed the measurement 
procedure so that all readings for all vehicles were taken inside the shop following an overnight 
soak.  To correlate the two conditions, SwRI checked all oil levels following engine operation, 
then following an overnight soak: 

1. Drive vehicle for 10 minutes. 
2. Allow vehicle to sit for 10 minutes in a designated level space. 
3. Take dipstick reading. 
4. Confirm dipstick reading. 
5. Allow vehicle to soak overnight in designated soak area. 
6. Confirm that engine oil sump temperature is 72 +/- 2F. 
7. Take dipstick reading. 
8. Confirm dipstick reading. 
9. Repeat steps 5 through 8 monthly 
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