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Area of Expertise: Susan’s research has focused on contaminants of emerging concern 

(CECs)—chemicals such as pharmaceuticals, perfluorinated chemicals, and fragrances— in the 

water cycle. Her initial work in this area examined the concentration of these chemicals in 

wastewater effluents, and their environmental persistence. Since many of these chemicals are 

associated with household wastewater, they have the potential to be used as tracers of human 

fecal pathogens. Susan’s current research is examining the occurrence of CECs during drinking 

water treatment to determine which chemicals people are exposed to through the tap. 
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