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5) Public Understanding and Support 
Public Involvement is a crucial step to support the plans to improve Millers Creek.  By 
the time the Millers Creek study had been completed, a number of citizens in the 
watershed had become concerned and knowledgeable about the creek and its 
problems.  The time is ripe to build upon this momentum and develop a focused effort to 
mobilize public support for protection and improvement of the creek.  HRWC proposes to 
take a leadership role in this effort. 
 

Table 8.2  Millers Creek Recommended Monitoring Plan and Costs 
Item Stations Monitoring 

Frequency 
Five Year 

Cost 
Annual 

Cost 
10 yr cost 

Benthic Monitoring 8   3 sites/yr  $3,600 $36,000 
Habitat Monitoring 8 4 sites in yrs 

4,5,9,10 
$7,500  $15,000 

Rating Curve 
Adjustments 

6 3 sites/3 yrs starting 
in 2005 

 $11,344 $34,000 

Geomorphic 
Measurements 

5 2 sites/4 yrs starting 
in 2006 

 $8,700 $17,400 

Transducer Flow 
Data 

2  2 sites in yrs 
1,4,5,9,10 

 $10,000 $50, 000 

Water Quality 5 Once every 5 yrs $20,000  $40,000 
Website NA NA  $3,500 $35,000 
  Annual Total  Total 10 year 

Cost 
 

$227,400 
 
 
8.5 Funding Sources 
Table 8.3 provides a list of available funding sources that are applicable to the Millers Creek 
Improvement Plan.  One potential source of funding not included in the list is the assessment of 
drainage districts.  This source of funding would become applicable if all or parts of Millers 
Creek were designated as a County Drain.  However, due to the high costs associated with 
improving Millers Creek, grant funding will be necessary to control local costs.  Once the Millers 
Creek Improvement Plan has been incorporated into the Huron River plan and the MDEQ has 
approved the update, Millers Creek will be eligible for many types of non-point source grants, 
including Clean Michigan Initiative grants.  The most appropriate source of funding will be 
determined by the nature of each individual project or action.  The diversity of actions 
recommended for Millers Creek will require a diversity of funding sources.  Table 8.3 presents 
information on grants for habitat improvement projects, recreational improvements, capital 
improvement projects (e.g., storm water infrastructure), and public outreach programs. 


