
Sustainable Materials Management 

Webinar:  

Food:  Too Good To Waste ð

Community Results and Lessons 

Learned

July 21, 2016

Karen May

King County Solid Waste Division 

karen.may@kingcounty.gov





Cedar Hills Regional Landfill 
Maple Valley, Washington



Collaboration:  West Coast Climate and Materials 
Management Forum and EPA Region 10 team

EPAõs research and development of toolkit:

ÅProvided a strong  foundation for launching King Countyõs program 

ÅAccelerated planning/implementation of targeted campaign  

focused on key waste prevention behaviors 

ÅKing County:  one of the first EPA partners to launch community 

food waste prevention pilot in 2012



Why do we waste food?

Å Over buy

Å Over serve

Å Plate waste

Å Forgotten leftovers

Å Confusion about òUse byó/óSell byó product dates



Key strategies to reduce food waste:

VMake a shopping list/plan meals

VKeep fruits and vegetables fresh

VBuy just what you need

VPrep now, eat later

VEat what you buy!



King Countyõs Food:  Too Good To Waste 2012 Pilot 

Å Target Audience:  families with young children

Å 15 - 4th grade students/families measured and tracked food 

waste, learned new strategies over 6 week period

Å 28% reduction in food waste at end of pilot

ÅòThis pilot made our family pay more attention to food waste. 

Tips and tools helped us waste less.ó



ÅOnline videos (via 
recyclefood.com) 
Cooking/shopping tips with food 
waste prevention strategies 
(partner:  PCC Natural Markets)

King Countyõs Campaign Highlights:



Toolkit


