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Example Newsletter Article:

[Note: The content below is sample text that can be incorporated into a newsletter.]

Clean Water Act Electronic Reporting to Begin Soon

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently finalized a rule to modernize Clean Water Act reporting. The final rule requires regulated entities and state and federal regulators to use existing, available information technology to electronically report data required by the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program instead of filing written paper reports. The data to be submitted electronically include NPDES reports, such as monitoring data on pollutant discharges, submitted to [Authorized NPDES Program]. Importantly, while the rule changes the method by which information is provided (i.e., electronic rather than paper-based), it does not increase the amount of information currently required from NPDES regulated entities.
EPA anticipates electronic reporting will save time and resources for regulated entities, states, tribes, territories, and the U.S. Government while increasing data accuracy, improving compliance, and supporting the goal of providing better protection of the nation’s waters. The rule will help provide greater clarity on who is and who is not in compliance and enhances transparency by providing a timelier, complete, more accurate, and nationally-consistent set of data about the NPDES program.

The first phase of electronic reporting begins on December 21, 2016, when regulated entities that currently submit Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) will begin submitting these reports electronically, instead of on paper. At the same time, regulated entities that submit Biosolids/Sewage Sludge Annual Program Reports to EPA (but not to state governments) will begin submitting these reports electronically. Also at the same time, states and other regulatory authorities will begin sharing their compliance monitoring (e.g., inspection), violation determination, and enforcement action data electronically.

The second phase of electronic reporting begins on December 21, 2020, when regulated entities that currently submit certain other NPDES reports will begin submitting these reports electronically, instead of on paper. Reports covered in the second phase include Notices of Intent to discharge in compliance with an NPDES general permit, Biosolids/Sewage Sludge Annual Program Reports submitted to state governments, and a number of other NPDES program reports.

For more information on EPA’s NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule in general, visit http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/final-national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes-electronic-reporting-rule. For more information on electronic reporting to [Authorized NPDES Program], visit [web link].


