
How to find the 

Code of Federal Regulations 


& EPA Documents Online
 

Presented by: Tanya Slaughter 


TeleSolv Consulting 


EPA Region 6 Library
 

Slaughter.Tanya@epa.gov or 214-665-6424
 

1 

mailto:Slaughter.Tanya@epa.gov


Code of Federal 

Regulations:
 

CFR and e-CFR online at the 

Government Publishing Office & 


GovInfo.gov
 

2 

http:GovInfo.gov


Overview
 

 Two ways to access electronic CFRs: 

 GPO Fdsys 

 e-CFR 

 The pros and cons of each version 

 Presentation handout is available on the 
QA Conference website 
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FDsys 

www.gpo.gov/fdsys 
 Provided by the Government Publishing 

Office 

 Provides access to all print editions from 
1996 to the present (currently adding 2016 
sections) 

 Also has access to the Federal Register and 
the List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA) 

 Access is free to the public and does not 
require a login 

4 

www.gpo.gov/fdsys


  Browse OR Search 
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Find CFR Sections by Browsing:
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View and Download: 

Document details 

Download Options 
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Search chapter # or keyword:
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Narrow Results:
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Click the title of the 
document to view/download: 
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 PROS TO FDsys CFRs 

 The FDsys is the “official” electronic version of 
the CFR 

 Looks identical to the printed CFRs 

 Searching allows you to find a specific section 
of a CFR 

 Easy to download entire CFR volumes 

 Downloaded PDFs are searchable 

14 



 CONS TO FDsys CFRs 
 The PDFs downloaded from the site are 

“secure,” meaning they cannot be 
highlighted or notated 

 It can be time consuming to expand the 
sections of each CFR category to find a 
specific chapter of section 

 Searching feature will find many more than 
the specific sections intended 

Any questions on using FDsys CFRs? 
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FDsys e-CFR 

http://www.ecfr.gov/
 
 The unofficial version of the CFR 

 Kept up-to date-daily by the Government 
Publishing Office 

 Includes the date for when material is added, 
changed or removed 

 Created by the GPO, but it is authorized not 
official version. 

 For the most accurate information, the 
official CFR should be used with changes 
found in the Federal Register 
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Browse:
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Each section…one at a time:
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Search chapter # or keyword:
 

22 



23 



24 



 PROS TO FDsys e-CFRs 

 Easily searchable 

 Has up-to-date information/revisions 

 Authorized by the Government Publishing 
Office 
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 CONS TO FDsys e-CFRs 

 Not downloadable or savable as a PDF 

 Not the official text, currently working out 
final drafts 

Any questions on e-CFR or accessing 
CFRs electronically in general? 
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GovInfo.gov 
 A new look and greater accessibility—Coming Soon… 
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Browse
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Alphabetic List of Publications
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Select the year…
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Select a Title…
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Read online or Download…
 

 Download       Read online 

 Email 
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EPA Publications 

at the
 

National Service Center for 


Environmental Publications: 


NSCEP
 

https://www.epa.gov/nscep
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Simple Search 

 Enter your search terms in the box and press 
the search button to conduct a search of the 
entire collection 

 Below the Search box there are options to limit 
the search to documents published in a 
particular date range and to include or exclude 
publications only available in hardcopy 

 Simply check the boxes of the conditions you 
wish to include in your search results and click 
the search button 
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Simple Search…tips 

To search an EPA Publication Number: 

 Remove the EPA prefix, all punctuation, 
space and non-alphanumeric characters 
before initiating the search 

 For example change “EPA 600/R-04-030.A” to 
“600r04030a” 

 Not all documents in the NEPIS collection 
follow the current EPA numbering format 
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Results ranked by frequency of 
search terms (high density): 
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View/Download PDF… 

View/Download 
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 Print & 
Save 39 



Simple Search…tips cont’d 
 Searches for all the terms in the search box
 

 Automatically removes filler words such as 
“an” and “the,” that will prevent a successful 
search 

 Does not support search wild cards: 

 Use date limiters to increase the speed and 
efficiency of search results: 

E.g. check the 2000-2005 box to retrieve a 
2002 document 

 Include more terms or words which are very 
specific 

 Use uncommon words to retrieve documents 
with more focused results 40 



Advanced Search 

 Advanced Search allows you to control the 
breadth or narrowness of your search by 
specifying how the key words you provide are 
used and the relationships between them 

 You can control how aggressively the search 
matches your terms and where those terms 
should be applied 

 As with the other searches, you can limit 
which publication date 
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Advanced Search Modes 
 cloud search - is a special case of the "all 

words" search and documents found is reported 
in a “word cloud” 

 boolean operators – allows you to enter your 
own combination of terms in the search box 
using AND, OR, and NOT 

 all words - every word entered must appear 
somewhere in the text so word order is 
irrelevant 

 any words – search for documents with any of 
the search terms, which is most useful when you 
need to search for various synonyms 

Example: regulation rule ordinance	 42 



Advance Search Modes cont’d 
 exact phrase – searches terms in exact order 

given and is the only search that ignores the 
substance of any stop word or command word 
entered, treating it only as a place holder in the 
phrase— 

Example: “wind farms are producing energy” 
results will contain the other words in order with 
a stop word between farms and producing 

 Results precision (fuzziness): allows you to 
search for variations of a word with up to a four 
character difference— 

Example: pollut searches for: pollution, pollute, 
pollutants… 

*set degree to 2 for searching normal text 
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Librarians are here to help… 

 When in doubt contact your EPA Region Library
 

https://www.epa.gov/libraries
 
 EPA Libraries serve both EPA employees 

and the public 

 EPA librarians can conduct research for you 

 Some digital items can be emailed 

 The public may request hardcopy items via 
Interlibrary Loan  or “ILL” through their local 
library 
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