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Area of Expertise I am a Research Biologist with the United States Environmental Protection 

Agency, Office of Research and Development, Atlantic Ecology Division in Narragansett, Rhode 

Island.  I have over 30 years of experience in issues relating to contaminated water and 

sediment.  My laboratory research has focused primarily on the bioavailability of metals in 

sediments. Throughout much of my career I have worked closely with staff from the U.S.EPA 

Office of Water. I helped to develop the technical basis for the equilibrium partitioning derived 

guidelines for metals in sediments, and coauthored Equilibrium Partitioning Derived Sediment 

Benchmarks (ESBs) for dieldrin, endrin, and cationic metals.  I also worked with U.S.EPA Office 

of Water staff on the development of a framework for the development of water quality criteria 

for suspended and bedded (as opposed to contaminated) sediments.  I am also involved with a 

number of navigational dredging issues, on both the national and local levels.  My more recent 

research has involved working with sparrows on Rhode Island salt marshes.  I have also been 

doing more with facilitation and outreach. 
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 Ph.D., University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI; Biological Oceanography, 1987 

 A.B., Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY; Biology, 1976 

Professional Experience: 
 

 Editorial Board, Integrated Environmental Assessment and Management, 2005-present 

 Acting Chief, Habitat Effects Branch, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National 

Health and Environmental Effects Research Laboratory, Atlantic Ecology Division, 2000 

 Research Biologist, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Health and 

Environmental Effects Research Laboratory, Atlantic Ecology Division, 1995-present  

 Senior Biologist, Science Applications International Corporation, 1989-1995 

 Research Associate, University of Rhode Island, 1987-1988 

 Biologist/Senior Biologist, Science Applications International Corporation, 1984-1987 
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