
'1ri��t 
¥-,....,, J ,.__-,

'
"'

��
1 

THE HUMANE SOCIETY 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Celebrating Animals I Confronting Cruelty 

October 7, 2016 

Via Certified Mail 

Ms. Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
William Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: Notice of Intent to Sue for Unreasonable Delay in Responding to a 
Petition for the Regulation of CAFOs under the Clean Air Act. 

Dear Administrator McCarthy, 

We are writing on behalf of The Humane Society of the United States, 
Association of Irritated Residents, Environmental Integrity Project, Friends of the 
Earth, and Sierra Club {collectively, Plaintiffs) to provide you with notice of our 
intent to file suit against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency {EPA) and 
you, in your official capacity as Administrator of EPA, for unreasonable delay in 
responding to our 2009 Petition for rulemaking. (Petition, Attachment A). 

Our Petition specifically requested that EPA use its authority under the 
federal Clean Air Act {CAA or Act), 42 U.S.C. §§ 7401 et seq., to list Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) as a category of sources under section 
lll(b)(l)(A) of the CAA, and, thereafter, to promulgate standards of 
performance under section lll(b)(l)(B) of the Act and prescribe regulations for 
state performance standards for existing CAFOs under section lll(d) of the Act. 
Attachment A at 1. 

As explained in the Petition, air pollution from CAFOs significantly harms 
humans, animals, and the environment in numerous ways. The release of aerial 
pollutants from factory farms has been linked to climate change; the formation 
of haze, ozone, and fine particulate matter; and land and water pollution. See

Attachment A at 10, 17. Further, the release of these gases and particulates can 
negatively affect air quality, id. at 24, and precipitate a variety of human health 
problems, some which can be fatal, id. at 38-39. CAFO emissions can also reduce 
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