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State ofOhio 
Environmental Protection Agency Fact Sheet 
Arcelor Mittal Cleveland, Inc.: Water 
Quality Standards and Anti degradation 

What are water quality 
-standards? 

economic development.· Simply (3) publi~ notification of a draft 
put, the antidegradation rule action. Ohio EPA will respond to 
establishes a procedure to or address all comments received 
determine that a discharge is before ~suance of a fmal action (or 
n~cessary before authorizing it. draft ac~~Vn in the-case ofnoticing 

The state's antidegradation rule an application). Ohio EPA will 
establishes procedures and also confa.ct or provide information 
requirements to ensure that the to local goveiru'nent officials to 
concepts outlined by the federal- solicit any:colhfnenti(th~)fimay 
regulations are met. These ha':e _rela;t~d' to the proposed 

Water quality standards ar~ state 
regulations or rules that protect 
lakes, rivers, streams and. other 
surface water bodies from 
pollution. -The rules are in Chapter 
3745-1 of the Ohio Administrative 
Cod'e (OAC). Tiiese rules contain: 
beneficial use designations such as 
warmwater aquatic life habitat, 

~' : '- :..: ·. · · :< ·.: pub He: ·.Vater -supply': and primary 
contact recreation; numeric levels 
and narrative statements (water 
quality criteria) pro~ective of the 

. · .. \ .~, · ::.:·. : ·. _·u;s:e=C!estgn-aifoti~ian 

req~ir~m~nts in~I~~e public ... c _ac~~:V;ty-· OhicfEPA p~~C'es·a high 
parhctpation activities, .:.' ,._ :.'.pnonty 9:ti·punlidrivol\leinent and 
intergovernmental coordination, a encourag~s:Citizens·:a.n&ilie 
determinat~on of important social regulat~d .Coniniuri.ity tQ= become 
and eco~omic dev~lopme~t, -~ involved}.n,th~ q6~isi9?.~hlaking 

_;_. 

· antidegradation policy; and 
procedures for applying the water 
quality-criteria to wastewater 
dischargers. 

alternatiVes analysis and gr~_ater.:: .,.·· ··'· pro.cesse~~.:--,:· .-:::·. 'o:'.:: · ,-.._ :,_ ''-. c·of-• 

protection for exceptich1al quality Ohio:Jac:PAmay:also be required 
streams. . . to ~o a detailed·anatysis of the · 

Ohio has two antidegradatron proJect r~ I a ted to various 
rules within its water quality ' · :' ··' enviroi:ut'lental ·and economic issues 
sta.r;dards t? ~upp~rtthis program. (e.g. impacts to the local economy, 

What is antidegradation? Ohto Admmist:ative Code (OAC) wat~r quality indicators, taxes). 
Antidegradation refers to · 3745-1-0S outlmes the.overall Agam, tbe overall intent ofthe 

provisions that must be followed requirements for all appropriate process js to determine if the 
before authorizing any increased activities on all_ waters ~~ile OAC :equested lowering ofwater quality 
activity on a water body that may 3745;-~-54 outhn~s additional 1s neces~ary to support social and 
result in. a lowering of water quality prOVlSlOns to be ImpleDl~nted when . ecoil.onuc development in the area. 
including an increase in the evaluati.rtg projects,:relati'ngro ·· · ·. Tb:ougl(~C>cial and economic 
discharge of a regulated pollutant, . impacts to wetlands. . . factors ~l:\ be widespread, the 

·- ~- - 0r·=aet:ivit:ies-that-may-signifieantly--:-·-- - · ...,... - ·- ·.-- -~--· · ---- ·:-focus-ofthe Ohio EPA review 
. -- alter the physical habitat. The What is an ·a:ntij.legradation; ·· ·, should b_e in relation to these 

antidegradation rule is required by review? . _ _, ~ -- _ -· -'·' : ......• . -· _ ___!act?~s related to the water.q:uality _ _ . 
---'----. tile Clean WaterAcrana.-reaeral _ __ - - An alitiaegfadation rev1ew Is a-· -· ·c:Oauges and resource. · 
. - . . .. · regulations. Antidegradatio.n must procedure to ensur.€HHafDhio:BPA -, · ' o~. • . . ,.. . . 

be part of any state's water quality has _considered ·a:It~fthe: · ·' ·. · .What IS llleantby "the prQject 
standards program. The envtronmental, soctal and meets a!l exclusion''? 
antidegradation rule, along with economic factors required by the Th~ term "the project meets an 
water quality criteria and beneficial Antidegradation rule befqre a exclusiOn" relays information 
use designations, provides the decis~on is made to -allow~, .. : relate~ to_the magnitude and/or 
overall structure of this water activity to occur. The review potenttali:rnpact associated with a 
quality standards program. The includes public o.utrea~h efforts . project p~oposal. If a project meets 
antidegradation rulC? must protect such as:(~) P?bhc n?t~~e ofrece1pt an ~~elusion, that project is 
the existing use of the water body, of an appli~ation soliciting anttcrpatetl tci have minimal or a 
and only allow a lowering of water comments ·associa~ed wit~ the :ery low risk of any environmental 
quality when it is necessary to proj:Ct, (~) potenti~l pub he unpact associated with a discharge 
support impmtant social and heanngs If mterest JS present, and 

.: ' 
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May21, 2010 Arcelor .Mittal c;Ieveland, Inc.: Antidegradation 
resulting from the project or 
approval of the application. The 
exclusions refer to the leve~ of the 
requested discharge in relation tO' 
what the stream or receiving water 
can handle safely (e.g. applicatiOJ;L · 
proposed to discharge at less th.ell 
ten percent of what the streru:n ·can· 

body. Though there will .be this 
"lowering of water quality," at no 
time will any discharge be able to 
exceed the values derived in Ohio 
water ·quality standards that· were 
developed to protect all ultimate 
uses of a water body. 

accept) or that an environmental How can I learn .more about the 
benefit will result from the project under consideration? 
proposed activity (e.g ... cle~up of . .All di~charge or construction 
confaminatedgroun4 w.ater, pennit.appljcations are initially 
providing sewage services to . . submitted to the district office 
homes with unsanitacy 99n~i1i~o.n~-? :/.: .r~e.~R~~~!~t?{<ith~t ge:~~ap~.ic . 
etc.). · . . area. Jbe cii~Jljct offices are 

The exclt.isiori:s are. outiined by · responsibl~. :for. coordipating the 
the rules and.Ohio:.EPA makes--the, .... · J•eYiew :and/or-. evaluation of these 
determinatio~ if. a: pr~~t'~dl~~ '-: ~ ;ppii'~~ti~;S.: ·:~~opies of all 

For More Information 
To be placed on the interested 

parties mailing list, r~quest a public 
hearing or request additional 
information relative to this project 
you should contact Ohio EPA in 
writing at: 

Ohio EPA 
Division of Surface Water 
~0 West. Town Street, Suite '100 
P.O. Box 1049 
'Colum~us, qH 43216,.:1049. 

·· Aiso;~ctditionru info;rn~ti-6n 6ah·b~.: · 
obtained by contacting the'DiviSi.on 
of Surface Water staff at.the,,;_., ·, · .-·.:-. . _ 
.. appropJjate district dffi.~~~ .,_.,,_ "·.-.· '"· '--" .... · · 

application meets the appropriate app~p.atioqs,including detailed 
conditions .. If a project is . de~ign drawings and any associated 

Ohio EPA District Offices 

r • •• 

determinedJp~m~e.! <?.J;i~;Qft:Jl.~~-~.L:, ;,;-I?PIT~S.P.9P.~ttce with the appl_icant 
exclusions,: the applic8:_tion_ CU}~: - -:":.' - '~~:P~ viewed at_ the appropriate 

.: .:. :~~. :·:~;, :::· ~' ~ :i :·:·~ -~ ·. ·_.·_ ·!:· . . : ·:. . ~:::~·-::-; ... ~--~ : .... 

Ohio EPA-Southeast-District . 
Office review process is somewhat district office. 

streamlined since a detailed . . 
analysis f-or ~ilV.irQn.ri1ental~ :human W~at.is .. t~~. ~~t:i4.~~~~-d~f.~on 
health and water resource·. .· review scheilule'f ·How can I 
protection is not warranted.. . cotnmei.t qn t~is. proposl,ll?, ·. 

. . . .. Initially~ orice'tlie application is 
. Will the WQS ·b~ lowered·?., What received and notice issued there is a 
· is the iisk t~ the e~v.ii-o~;~.meO:t .and ~0 d~y comment p-eriod from the 
public health? What is.~.ean~ by d~te of this noticelfact'sheet-this 

2195 Front Street 
· Logan; O~o 4.313 8 · .: ,~ .... --:;.: , 

(740) 385-850l-. . ·•.-. -· 

Ohio EPA-Southwest District 
Office · · · · · · · ·· · 
401 East Fifth Street ' 
·Dayton, Ohio 45402-2911 
(937) 285-6357 a lowering ofwate,r quality~ . _ date is documented on this fact 

·My:pJr>j~~tl;u~,t~ s$j~t.tt9 the .sheet,. During this· period. ·Ohio EPA:iNoiili'*e~t-Di~i:rtcF ~,. :~ ·• ·' "· 
. antidegradatio~ rule. will resuJt in a interested parties can J;equest to be Office 

_:..;.... _ _ . "low~r.iJ?~ofwater quality" b~ ___ .. ·-kept inform~d ?_f th~ project by 
d fi ' • u h' d b · ·=-::-: :-::s· h Il' }' c. 3.41 ~.:.DUJ:!br-idge-R:oad- . - . __ _ 

:.~ c<· .. ::;;. e .n~~~nt,· , r;~:.o:W~vet.-t . is .. . oes~not. . elfl.g P.J.~~u on.t e maJ mg .Isb.or -Bdwlihg:GreenVOhio 4:3.4di ,·; ,.. :, . ~· -· . 
mean that tile utilization· of" that " . . the project 'artd 'may' also request a ( 419) 3·52-8461 . 
wEJtedm~or--rer:n:arapa! hmrrin g on the.aooli.c~tiQ~-Q:" .. r~··.----::=lt===~=:::::!:::====::o::;:::~=ll=====::-::-: 
· pUtp.Q.~~-s~,~.aie.~c-.!/.b.Xi!trt--..Ption .pr . ,pf.Qposal if one has no~ already Ohio 1~~A~01tl:ie<fstD.i.S:mt.t-r:.\~ .( 
oth~t~~ir~~t'Qr. )A9!r.~~tJ,ll\Uzation been scheduled. Such requ~ts Office: :·.. >: ... ·; · .'. ·:., ·.. · ·.< . '.:: ·., 
will be hanned or that the aquatic need to be forwarded to the Ohio 2110 East Aurora Road 
life and fish communities present in EPA in writing. Once this initial Twinsburg, Ohio 44087 
that water body are impacted or comment period is over, a (330) 963·1200 
h~~d in::W.Y~w~y,._.Jn:si;m.ple . .- draft/proposed permit action may 
terms, a "lowering of water be taken recommending either · 
quality" simply means that the approva!- or denial of the 
~xisting instream C;Onditions may ~pplication. This then would have 

· be modified by ~e.pn>posal-it will an additional comment period of at 
be a different environment within least 30 days before a fmal action 
the water that will still be can be taken mi.. the application. 
prot~ctive of all uses for that water 

Ohio E:P ~\:.centril ni~fria t>ffi~~ 
· 50 West Town Street, Suite 700 

Colum.bils, Ohio 4321S · · · · .. 
('614) 728-3778 
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Project Specific Facts-: 
Arcelor Mittal Clev_eland, Incorporated 

· (Date ofNotice: May 26, 2010) 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT: Arcelor Mittal Cleveland, Incorporated,-3 060 
_ Egg~rs Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44105. 

PROJECT LOCATION: 3060 _Eggers Avenue; .Cle~ei~ci,. Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 

PERMITS UNDER CONSIDERATION: . An. ·N:P.o~s :p.~nult:moclliic~tion for discharg~s from the 
· · , , . facility. op~r~t~ol).s. . _ : · 

.. ~ .. ...... 

RECEIVING WATER BODY;-AND CATEGORY; _:_ ~ .. _··,_ ,C{i~~hbg~ River which is categorized as a 
._ . ,--__ --_ ,.- ;: .. _·.JG,e.:n.~r.al High Quality Water. 

EXCLUSION AND/OR WAIVER: 

- ; . 

A review of the application indicates that an exclU.Sion 
applies to the ·proposed project. OAC 3 745-1-
0S(D)(l )(b )(i) allows for reduced review and application 
criteria for projects that propose to increase discharge at 
levels well below those necessary to protect water 
_quality. criteria and standards. 

DESCRIPTIO~ OF PROJECT~ .. A requ-e.sted ~crease i~1:ammonia effluent limitation. 

-- . ·- _- - ;- ·- '• • . . . . . . 
PUBLIC HEARING:,;;·.·.··' ~-..,JNo .• public hearing is ~ently scheduled for this project. 

:~ .: ::-~· .·.~:- .· . ~ · .... . 
DISTRICT OFFICEOME-R:SEEING PROJECf REVIEW: 

' ' 

Ohio Environmental Protection ". ;.L~,'-.t':i:t::.,::·'~-' ,:,·:.' ,~ 
Agency- Northeast District-Office. , ... :·, 

L:\WP\Antideg fact she~ts\NEDO\arcelormittal.'\>.!pd 

· ....... - . . . : . .:: . -
' . 

·\ ''. ..~ .. 
. ;7 ·. 
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