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Materials Management and Impact 
on Climate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This data is a bit old but the percentages probably haven’t changed that much.  This shows you that the production of goods and food, that is to say materials, in the United States accounts for 42% of our country’s greenhouse gas production.  This means that how we manage our materials is vitally important if we are trying to improve our environmental performance.  

The 2009 report, Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Materials and Land Management Practices, shows that approximately 42 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions are associated with the energy used to produce, process, transport, and dispose of the food we eat and the goods we use. This includes the extraction or harvest of materials and food, production and transport of goods, provision of services, reuse of materials, recycling, composting, and disposal. The report also indicates the following:
29 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions result from the provision of goods produced within the United States.
The provision of food contributes another 13 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.
Traditional “waste” management represents 1 to 5 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.
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Our Speakers:

Rachel Chaput, Environmental Scientist, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 2

Sarah Currie-Halpern, Founder, ThinkZero consulting firm, and Chair, Manhattan Solid 
Waste Advisory Board

Nick Kenner, Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, Just Salad

Chloe Vichot, Founder, Ancolie, the Epicurean Cantine



These presentations are provided as part of EPA’s Sustainable Food 
Management Webinar series.  This document does not constitute 
EPA policy.  Mention of trade names or commercial products does 
not constitute endorsement or recommendation of use.  Links to 
non-EPA websites do not imply any official EPA endorsement of or a 
responsibility for the opinions, ideas, data or products presented at 
those locations or guarantee the validity of the information 
provided.  Links to non-EPA servers are provided solely as a pointer 
to information that might be useful to EPA staff and the public.
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