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SSTS Grants - Combined Application 
Subsurface Treatment Systems Program 

Clean Water Legacy Act (Minn. Stat. ch. 114D) 

Doc Type:  Evaluation/Selection 

Application due date (received in MPCA offices via e-mail):  June 17 at 4:30 p.m. 

Instructions:  The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is seeking grant applicants to support work of the 
Clean Water Legacy Act (Minn. Stat. ch. 114D) in protecting groundwater and surface water from impacts resulting 
from the improper design and/or operation of Subsurface Treatment Systems (SSTS). 

Submittal:  Save the form to your computer and send completed form to the MPCA by using the óSubmitô button at 
the end of the form. The submit button will send the form via e-mail to the SSTS Coordinator. If you do not receive an 
e-mail confirmation receipt within two business days; or if you have questions, please contact SSTS Coordinator 
Aaron S. Jensen at ssts.projects.mpca@state.mn.us. 

The MPCA is pleased to offer grants to counties for administration of SSTS programs, for special projects to improve SSTS 
compliance rates and to assist low-income homeowners with needed SSTS upgrades. The MPCA will determine grant allocations 
based on review of applications; funds will flow to counties through the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Natural 
Resources Block Grants (NRBG) beginning in July 2014. 

The grants covered here are: 
· SSTS Base Grants ï $18,600 per county (total of $1,599,600) 
· SSTS Incentive Grants ï four grants areas (total of $713,000) 
· SSTS Low-income Fix-up Grants ï per-county amount variable based on demand (total of $750,000) 

SSTS Base Grants 
· Please supply the date that your county SSTS ordinance was amended to include the 2011 SSTS standards for systems 

over 2500 gallons per day (gpd). If this has not yet taken place, please enter the date that you anticipate this will occur: 
       Ordinance must include all required provisions laid out in Minn. R. 7082. Base grant funds 
 will not be released to the county until the ordinance amendment is complete. 

· Criteria ï County must administer an SSTS program, which includes having an ordinance that meets state standards (includes all 
required provisions and is updated to include 2011 provisions for systems over 2,500 gpd) and file a 2013 annual report. 

· Work plan development is not required. 
· Reporting ï Ordinance completion letter (loaded by MPCA in May 2014) and 2013 annual report (loaded by county) in eLINK. 

SSTS Incentive Grants 
This grant has four areas for possible granting, as shown below. A specific application will be developed for this grant that reflects the 
criteria below. 

  

1) Compliance inspection 
for property transfer - 
countywide 

2) Compliance inspection 
for any permit - 
countywide 

3) Plan to improve compliance 
including a records catalog or 
inventory (past, ongoing or future) 4) Plan implementation 

Total  $260,000* $250,000* $190,000* $13,000* 
Amount per 
county Up to $5,000 Up to $5,000 Up to $6,500 Up to $2,000 

*Relative amounts in grant areas may be adjusted based on demand. 

1) Compliance inspection required at time of property transfer: 
a) Any county that has a countywide Property Transfer inspection trigger in their ordinance at the time the grant application 

period closes on June 17 will qualify for up to $5,000 ï award amounts will be determined based on the number of 
counties that qualify. 

b) Please cite the provision and include pertinent ordinance language here: 
      

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/
mailto:ssts.projects.mpca@state.mn.us


 

www.pca.state.mn.us • 651-296-6300 • 800-657-3864 • TTY 651-282-5332 or 800-657-3864 • Available in alternative formats 
wq-wwists9-03  •  5/20/14 Page 2 of 5 

2) Compliance inspection required when any permit is sought at the county level: 
a) Any county that requires an SSTS inspection when the homeowner seeks a building or land use permit. Requirement 

must apply countywide but exemptions for Ag buildings in Ag districts are allowed. 
b) The óany permitô trigger must be in the county ordinance by the time the grant application period closes on June 17 

qualify for up to $5,000 ï award amounts will be determined based on the number of counties that qualify.  
c) Please cite the provision and include pertinent ordinance language here: 

      

3) Plan to achieve countywide SSTS compliance – including records catalog or inventory (past, ongoing, or future): 
Any county that undertakes or has completed record review and catalog or inventory to improve SSTS compliance will 
qualify for this grant. 
a) The plan to achieve countywide SSTS compliance must identify the specific time projected and work elements required 

to bring identified Imminent Threat and Failing to Protect Groundwater systems into compliance. Applicants must break 
this out by two-year intervals to show what work would be done in each biennium. This grant will provide up to $6500 to 
qualifying counties based on anticipated environmental improvements and will be limited by demand. 

b) A records catalog is a review of county and other LGU SSTS records with a goal of identifying SSTS that are at risk of 
being noncompliant. Physical inspections are not required in a records catalog. 

c) An inventory is created when physical inspections are conducted in a specific area. 

For past and ongoing work: 
Past and ongoing work must be documented in application, including the following information: 

i.  Brief description of the project: 
       

ii.  Date the work was begun (mm/dd/yyyy):       
iii.  Date the work was completed (or is projected to be completed) (mm/dd/yyyy):       
iv.  Areas of the county covered by the work:       
v.  Number of properties covered by the work:       
vi.  Compliance improvement documented: 
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vii.  How much state funding was provided for the past work? Record catalogs and inventories previously paid for by 
the state will not be compensated; however, ongoing work related to improving compliance as a result of the  
past work can be compensated:       

For future work: 
Development of a plan to improve compliance is required for future work. The goals of this work will be to: 1) create a listing 
of SSTS for the county that shows compliance status, and 2) move those that are not protecting public health and the 
environment into compliance. Future work applications must include: 

A work plan for the inventory or records catalog is required in the application and County Board must approve. 
i.  Brief description of the planned work: 

       

ii.  Date the work will begin (mm/dd/yyyy):       
iii.  Date the work will be completed (or is projected to be completed) (mm/dd/yyyy):       
iv.  Identify the specific areas of the county the inventory or records catalog and plan will cover. Jurisdictions which 

administer their own SSTS programs must be discussed, including any measures that will be undertaken to 
either include these areas in the work if SSTS noncompliance is present in those areas. (For example: a city 
with no SSTS does not have noncompliant SSTS, but a township that administers their own SSTS program 
cannot be ignored.) 

       

v.  A description of how noncompliance will be identified through the records catalog must be submitted. For 
inventories, compliance inspections are required. 

       

4) Plan implementation: 
Counties that are implementing past compliance inventory or records catalog work may apply for additional funding for 
specific projects to continue that effort. Counties that apply for funds for new records catalog or inventory work may also 
receive implementation funds. Application must document how the work to be conducted will further SSTS compliance. Work 
that would qualify here includes improvement of systems to track maintenance, improvement of systems to manage 
operating permits, or similar efforts that are complimentary to ongoing work. 

a)  Brief description of the planned work: 
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b)  Date the work will begin (mm/dd/yyyy):       
c)  Date the work will be completed (or is projected to be completed) (mm/dd/yyyy):       
d)  Describe the goal of this work and the anticipated environmental improvements: 
       

e)  Compliance improvement documented: 
       

SSTS Low-income Fix-up Grants 
These grants will be awarded to counties for upgrade of eligible SSTS (Notice of Noncompliance issued; may be Imminent Threat or 
Failing to Protect Groundwater). Grants may be awarded without a list of specific properties and may be held by the county for the 
duration of the grant period. Funds must be spent by June 30, 2016. Grants will be made up to $40,000 per county based on the 
amount requested per county and may be reduced if the total requests exceeds the total amount available. Progress on work relating 
to the grant will be reported through BWSRôs eLINK system.  

1) Counties that seek these funds commit to using the following criteria in determining grant eligibility for specific 
projects: 
a) Fix SSTS that have been deemed to be Imminent Threat or Failing to Protect Groundwater (must have been issued a 

Notice of Noncompliance). 
b) Funding only for homesteaded single-family homes or duplexes. 
c) Homeowner must be low-income: recommend use of U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) criteria 

(http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/MN%20GRH.pdf). 
d) Recommend use of a sliding scale for grant funds based on income. 
e) Funds must be used for eligible SSTS upgrades or returned to the state if not expended by June 30, 2016. 

2) Other considerations: 
a) Counties may use a portion of funds for work directly related to and necessary for administering the grants as approved 

in the grant award. 
b) Preference in awarding grants will be given to: 

i. counties that administer active programs to identify and address noncompliance 
ii. counties with the lowest average annual income 
iii. counties that do not have unspent funds remaining in this grant area (Detail will be requested on county plans for 

any unspent FY13 funds which will expire June 30, 2014.) 
c) Grant awards will be adjusted if the requests exceed the amount available. 

Amount requested (up  to $40,000): $       Amount of total grant proposed for grant administration: $       
Estimated number of upgrades that will be completed:        
Did your county receive funds through this program in 2012?     Yes   No 
    If yes, how much of this money has not yet been allocated to specific projects: $        

Have you received an extension through BWSR for any unspent funds?     Yes   No 
Did your county receive funds through this program in 2013?     Yes   No 
    If yes, how much of this money has not yet been allocated to specific projects: $        

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/MN%20GRH.pdf
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Certification 

 Yes - I certify under penalty of law that the appropriate person(s) have executed the grant application on behalf of the county as 
required by the countyôs applicable articles, bylaws, resolutions, or ordinances. 

By typing my name in the following box I certify the above statements to be true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, 
and that this information can be used for the purpose of processing my application. 

County Official responsible for Grant   
Name:        County name:       
 (This document has been electronically signed.)  Watershed(s) 

impacted by work:       Title:        

Date (mm/dd/yyyy):        Local agency responsible:       
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