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California Wildfire Smoke Response Coordination Document

• Compilation of CA best practices and 
approaches.

• Describes agencies duties and roles.

• Concise: Ten pages of content 
(includes examples, templates and 
contact information) 

• Lists recommended health actions. 

• https://www.arb.ca.gov/carpa/cawild
firesmokeresponsecoordinationaug1
4.pdf

https://www.arb.ca.gov/carpa/cawildfiresmokeresponsecoordinationaug14.pdf


Data sharing and coordination

• Daily intelligence briefing (email & phone)

- InciWEB, CALFIRE, USFS, Media, Twitter, PFIRS, firetracker.scpr.org

• 1300hrs Smoke Call

- 12hr to 96hr outlook (regional reports, weather forecasts)

• 1400hrs Monitoring Call (decisions made)

- Everyone on same call (affected districts, ARA, ARB)

- Districts needs 

- Coordinate activities (12hr to 96hr)

- ARA reports/needs

- Weekend and Resource Staffing (Thurs)

• Weekly Cal/EPA Call (Tuesday @0900)
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Data QA/QC
Raw data undergoes 
automated QA/QC 
macros:

Eliminates data 

• during initial monitor 
stabilization (1st hour)

• improper flowrate

• abnormal temp or RH

• instruments electronic 
noise (negative values)

• duplicate data set   
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AirNow Wildfire Webpage
Dynamic map with selectable 
overlays:

• Nationwide

• Current PM2.5 AQI (Network & 
Portable)

• Fire locations

• Smoke plumes

• Incident information

• Scale able to include new data 
inputs
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AirFire Webpage and Graphs

• Data available from all 
permanent, portable 
monitors  (USFS, NPS, 
ARB, District, Tribal, 
others)

• Auto generates 
customizable reports

• Stable hyperlink

• Includes maps, PM 
concentration and 
daily trend data
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• Website automatically generates 
daily plume models twice a day.

• Estimated PM values.

• Animated 72-hour outlook.

Smoke Plume Model Runs
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Public Messaging Tools
• California Smoke 

Information (Blogspot)

• Smoke impact 
summaries

• Blog auto post to 
Twitter



Web Links
Incident Information

Inciweb (California) http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/state/5/

CalFire http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_current

Data Displays
Bluesky smoke plume model runs  http://viewer.smoke.airfire.org/

AirNOW wildfire monitoring page http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=topics.smoke_wildfires

AirFire monitoring http://smoke.airfire.org/monitoring/#/

AirFire monitoring report http://smoke.airfire.org/monitoringReport/#/

Messaging
California Smoke Blog http://californiasmokeinfo.blogspot.com/

California Smoke Blog Twitter https://twitter.com/CASmokeBlog

Air Emergency Response Planning
CARPA website http://www.arb.ca.gov/carpa/carpa.htm
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Time (PDT)

Roseville                   

hourly Average

Values from 

current NowCast

Values from 

revised NowCast

Folsom                     

hourly Average

Values from 

current NowCast

Values from 

revised NowCast

11~12:00 AM 11 11 11 6 5 6

9/26/2014  12~1:00 AM 12 11 12 5 5 5

1~2:00 AM 12 12 13 4 5 4

2~3:00 AM 28 20 23 6 5 5

3~4:00 AM 57 38 52 47 26 44

4~5:00 AM 68 53 66 110 68 108

5~6:00 AM 69 61 69 136 102 135

6~7:00 AM 71 66 71 157 130 156

7~8:00 AM 68 67 68 163 146 163

8~9:00 AM 80 74 78 160 153 160

9~10:00 AM 87 80 85 153 153 153

10~11:00 AM 37 59 43 132 143 133

11~12:00 PM 32 45 34 70 106 72

12~1:00 PM 13 29 16 27 67 28

1~2:00 PM 11 20 12 12 39 13

2~3:00 PM 6 13 6 11 25 11

3~4:00 PM 16 15 15 9 17 9

4~5:00 PM 10 12 10 9 13 9

5~6:00 PM 10 11 10 7 10 7

6~7:00 PM 8 10 8 7 8 7

7~8:00 PM 5 7 5 6 7 6

8~9:00 PM 7 7 7 3 5 3

9~10:00 PM 9 8 9 3 4 3

10~11:00 PM 10 9 10 5 5 5

Comparison of Computed AQI 
(Sept. 26, 2014 at Roseville and Folsom)
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Comparison of Computed AQI 
(Sept. 26, 2014 at Folsom)
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Time (PDT)

San Andreas                   

hourly Average

Values from 

current NowCast

Values from 

revised NowCast

11~12:00 AM 9 8 9

8/24/2013  12~1:00 AM 11 10 10

1~2:00 AM 10 10 10

2~3:00 AM 7 8 8

3~4:00 AM 7 8 8

4~5:00 AM 6 7 7

5~6:00 AM 8 7 7

6~7:00 AM 12 10 10

7~8:00 AM 19 14 16

8~9:00 AM 21 18 20

9~10:00 AM 139 78 134

10~11:00 AM 169 124 168

11~12:00 PM 6 65 12

12~1:00 PM 5 35 5

1~2:00 PM 1 18 1

2~3:00 PM 3 10 3

3~4:00 PM 6 8 6

4~5:00 PM 6 7 6

5~6:00 PM 4 6 4

6~7:00 PM 0 3 0

7~8:00 PM 0 1 0

8~9:00 PM 5 3 5

9~10:00 PM 5 4 5

10~11:00 PM 4 4 4

Comparison of Computed AQI 
(Aug. 24, 2014 at San Andreas)
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Comparison of Computed AQI
(Aug. 24, 2013 at San Andreas)


