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Every Summer and Fall, Pinto Lake 
Develops Blue-Green Algal Blooms. 
These Blooms Can Produce Toxins



What Causes These 
Blooms?

•Warm Water
•Sunlight 
•Excess Nutrients



In-Lake Activities
Multiple management measures 
implemented pretreatment:
• Carp removal
• Outreach and stakeholder involvement
• Sediment Cores to determine amount 

of internal nutrient loading



Alum Treatment April 2017
City staff researched:
• Floating wetlands
• Aeration
• Alum treatment
• Other types of chemical  

and biological treatment

Alum proved to be the best 
solution for Pinto
Lake
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Watershed Activities and Improvements
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Preliminary Results
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Lessons Learned

Keys to success:
• Public Outreach & Education
• Collaboration
• Stakeholder involvement
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Next steps for Pinto Lake
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Thank you for your time!
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For additional information on  the Pinto Lake Restoration Project:
Jackie McCloud
(831) 768-3172
jackie.mccloud@cityofwatsonville.org
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